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September, 1779 1015 
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1779 


A letter, of 21 August, from Major General Gates, was 
read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

A petition of Benjamin Pollard, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 


The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was referred the Petition 
of Benjamin Pollard, of the State of Virginia, setting forth that in the 
month of May last, when the Enemy invaded the said State, they took 
or destroyed sundry Loan office certificates, as appears by the depo- 
sitions accompanying the said Petition, which were the property of 
him, the said Benjamin Pollard; and praying the interposition of 
Congress for relief. Having considered the same beg leave to submit 
the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commissioners of the different Loan offices be 
instructed, that when any person shall make oath of his having lost, 
or had stolen from him, Continental Certificates, and prays for a stop- 
page of payment of the said certificates, that the respective Commis- 
sioners do accordingly retain such certificates and give information 
thereof to the Persons applying in the manner aforesaid.! 


A letter, of this day, from M[athew] Irwin, T{homas] 
Irwin, Blenjamin G.] Eyre, and J[oseph} Cowperthwaite, 
was read: ” 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee, and 
that they take order thereon. 

A letter, of 1, from Mr. Penet, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Com- 
merece. 

Congress proceeded in reading Mr. A. Lee’s letter, of 
20 April, when 


1 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, VI, folio 228. 
? Pollard’s petition is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, V1, folio 226; 
the Irwin letter is in No. 78, XIII, folio 109. 
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A motion was made by Mr. [William] Paca, seconded by 
Mr. [John] Fell, that the farther reading be postponed; on 
which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John] Jay, 


New Hampshire, 

Mr. Whipple, 

Peabody, 
Massachusetts Bay, 

Mr. Gerry, 
Partridge, 

Rhode Island, 

Mr. Marchant, 

Collins, 
Connecticut, 

Mr. Huntington, 
Root, 
Spencer, 

New York, 

Mr. Jay, 

Lewis, 
New Jersey, 

Mr. Scudder, 
Fell, 
Houston, 

Pennsylvama, 

Mr. Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Searle, 
Wynkoop, 











Delaware, 
ay | ge | Mr. Dickinson, 
iv. 
no | McKean, 
Maryland, 
ay Mr. Paca, 
ay a Forbes, 
Virginia, 
nO | av Mr. Smith, 
ay Griffin, 
Fleming, 
no North Carolina, 
ay } ay Mr. Hewes, 
ay South Carolina, 
| Mr. Laurens, 
no | Mathews, 
ne | no 
no 
ay : no 
no 
no 
net div. 
ay 
ay 


So it passed in the negative. 

Congress proceeded and finished Mr. A. Lee’s letter, of 
20th April. Also another letter, of 25 February last, from 
A. Lee, Esq. and a paper unsigned, which came under the 
same cover with Mr. A. Lee’s other letters, were read: 

A letter, of 24 August, from General Washington, with 
sundry papers enclosed was read: ! 

1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VII, folio 677. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the committee for superin- 
tending the departments of the quarter master and commis- 
sary general. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
the Board of War, on their application, for three hundred 
thousand dollars, for the purchase of military stores, and 
for contingencies; for which sum the said Board is to be 
accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of the 
Board of War, for one million of dollars, on their application, 
to enable them to purchase cloathing for the army; for which 
sum the said Board of War is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
J[esse] Root, one of the delegates of the State of Connecticut, 
on his application, for two thousand dollars; for which the 
said State is to be accountable.’ 

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was referred the 
petition of the Rev. Mr. Lotbinier, brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That until the further order of Congress the 
Rev. Mr. Lotbinier be allowed 200 dollars per month for 
subsistance.? 

The Marine Committee laid before Congress the proceed- 
ings of a court martial on the trial of John Emmes, late a 
pilot of the ship Champion, for desertion: 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. [Sam- 
uel] Holten, 


1 This report, dated September 1, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 599. 

? This was a paragraph of the report of September J, noted above. The petition was 
read on August 30, and is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIV, 
folio 279. 
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Resolved, That the execution of the sentence of the said 
court martial be suspended until Saturday sennight. 
Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1779 


Mr. Woodpoury Langdon, a delegate from the State of New 
Hampshire, attended, and took his seat in Congress. 

Ordered, That so much of General Washington’s letter, of 24 
August, as relates to the exchange of prisoners and cloathing 
for the army, be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 19 August, from General Washington, and one, 
of the 2d instant, from Colonel Charles Simms, were read: ' 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Henry] 
Marchant, and Mr. [John] Armstrong. 

A letter, of 2d, from the hon’’ Sr. Gérard, was read, solic- 
iting leave for Mr. Witherspoon, a surgeon in the service of 
the United States to go to France: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Medical Committee. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the said com- 
mittee. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, and Mr. 
[Frederick A.] Muhlenberg. 

The hon’’ S' Gérard, minister plenipotentiary of France, 
having communicated to Congress a copy of the speech with 
which he means to take leave of Congress: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three to 
prepare an answer: 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Dickinson, Mr. [William] 
Paca, and Mr. [Henry] Laurens. 


1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VII, folio 595; that 
of Simms, in No. 78, XX, folio 459. 
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On motion of Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder, seconded by Mr. 
[William] Paca, Congress came to the following resolution: 

Whereas the hon” 8’. Gérard, the first minister plenipo- 
tentiary to these United States, hath before, as well as since 
their treaty with France, uniformly, ably and zealously pro- 
moted the objects of the alliance and the welfare of both 
nations: 

Resolved, That the committee do request Mr. Gérard to 
sit for his picture before he leaves this city, and that the 
same be placed in the council chamber of the United States. 

Congress proceeded to consider the second clause of the 
resolution moved the Ist instant, and the same being set 
aside; in lieu thereof, 

On motion of Mr. [Henry] Laurens, seconded by Mr. 
[Ilbridge} Gerry, 

Congress came to the following resolution: 

And whereas the sum emitted py Congress and now in 
circulation, amounts to 159,948,880 dollars, and the sum 
of 40,051,120 dollars remains to complete the two hundred 
million dollars above mentioned: 

Resolved, That Congress will emit such part only of the 
said sum of forty millions fifty one thousand one hundred 
and twenty dollars, as shall be absolutely necessary for pub- 
lic exigencies before adequate supplies can be otherwise 
obtained, relying for such supplies on the exertions of the 
several states. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the preamble first 
moved be postponed. 

On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr. [John] 
Dickinson, 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to devise 
and report without delay further ways and means of supply- 
ing the treasury, and prepare an address to the several states 
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on the subject of the several resolutions of Congress relative 
to finance: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Henry] Laurens, Mr. [Elbridge] 
Gerry, Mr. [Samuel] Huntington, Mr. [John] Dickinson and 
Mr. [Meriwether] Smith. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 1779 


Congress being informed that Mr. Wlilliam] H{enry] Dray- 
ton, one of the delegates for the State of South Carolina, died 
last night, and that circumstances required that his remains 
be interred this evening: 

Resolved, That Congress will, in a body, attend the funeral 
this evening, at six o’clock, as mourners, with a crape round 
the left arm, and will continue in mourning for the space of 
one month. 

Resolved, That Mr. [Henry] Laurens, Mr. [John] Mathews, 
and Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett, be a committee to superintend 
the funeral; and that the Rev. Mr. White, the attending 
chaplain, be notified to officiate on the occasion: 

That the said committee be directed to invite the general 
assembly and the president and supreme executive council of 
Pensylvania, the Minister Plenipotentiary of France, and 
other persons of distinction now in town, to attend the 
funeral. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter of 
Major General Gates, report, that they have conversed with 
the gentleman stiling himself le Baron de Benyowsky, men- 
tioned in Genera! Gates’s letter; that they know nothing 
from any testimonials he produces except his having a letter 
directed to General Pulaski, who he says is his half brother, 
and to whom he now desires only the means of going; Where- 
upon, 
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It should seem that if he was an Impostor, he would not wish to go 
where he can be so easily detected. We leave the determination, as 
it is our duty, to Congress, and if they are satisfied on the subject, we 
take the liberty of reporting: 

Resolved, That Mons. le Baron de Benyowsky be supplied 
with an horse and one thousand dollars, to enable him to pro- 
ceed to General Pulaski, now with the southern army.' 

A letter, of this day, from Lieutenant Colonel Knobelauch, 
was read: ° 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Frederick A.] Muhlenberg, Mr. 
[Henry] Marchant, and Mr. {Meriwether} Smith. 

A letter, of this day, from 8. Deane, was read. 

Ordered, That copies of the resolutions of Congress relative 
to the capture of the snow Nostra Senhora del Carmel et St. 
Antonio, Captain Duarti, be sent by the Committee for For- 
elgn Affairs by different conveyances, to the Minister Pleni- 
potentiary of the United States at the court of France, to be 
by him communicated to the court of Lisbon. 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter from Wil- 
liam Bingham, Esq. dated July the 6, 1779, report, 

That the two cases mentioned in the said letter appear as 
follows: 

First. Elisha Gaine, a native and citizen of the State of 
Connecticut, on the fifth day of October last, sailed from 
Matchepungo inlet in the State of Virginia, as master of the 
sloop ‘itty, belonging to Mess. Edward Custis, Isaac and 
Thoroughgood Smith & Co. inhabitants and citizens of Vir- 
ginia, aforesaid; The sloop was cleared out for St Domingo, 
but the owners ordered him to proceed to Bermuda to pro- 
cure a load of salt. A master and part of a crew embarked 


1 This report, dated September 3, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
147, 11, folio 441. 
? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIII, folio 541. 
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on board the said sloop for Bermuda, to take charge of a ves- 
sel which his owners had built there. Bad weather and con- 
trary winds induced him to bear away for St. Eustatia, and 
in that course, on the 22d day of November, he fell in with 
an armed sloop of eight guns which gave him chase under 
English colours, and which he believed to be a British priva- 
teer. This induced him to throw over board a letter he had 
from his owners directed to a merchant in Bermuda, which 
he had orders to do, if closely pursued: When the privateer 
came up with him, she fired under French colours, upon 
which he immediately hove to, thinking her to belong to sub- 
jects of his most Christian Majesty. He was brought on 
board the privateer with his mate, a mariner and a passen- 
ger,' and carried to Basse terre in Guadaloupe; and there 
he and all his crew were thrown into goal, kept in the closest 
confinement, and his sloop was tried and condemned as law- 
ful prize in the court of admiralty, and the vessel and cargo 
sold for the benefit of the captors.’ 

Witham Bingham, Esq. agent for the United States at 
Martinique, complained of this proceeding to the Count 
D’ Arbaud, governor general of Basse terre, Guadaloupe, in 
a letter, dated, 8 December, 1778. The Governor in his 
answer, of the 18 of the same month, justifies the sentence 
of the court of admiralty, and alledges that the reasons on 
which the same was grounded, to wit, the throwing papers 
over board and having two blank passports, were sufficient. 

Secondly. Mr. Benjamin Putnam, a native and citizen of 
the State of Massachusetts bay, embarked on board an 
American privateer, which was captured by the enemy and 
carried into Antigua, where he and the rest of the crew were 


' The original report continued: ‘‘where they were treated with great indignity and 
pillaged of all their money and wearing apparel.’’ 

* The original report contained the following: ‘‘He signed several papers in the 
French language, which he did not understand, being terrified thereto (as he alledges 
on oath) by threats of imprisonment, not knowing what he signed.” 
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eonfined as prisoners of war. He made his escape from 
prison, and lay some time concealed in the town of St. John’s, 
and at length, cut a sloop out of the harbour and in her 
arrived, with another American prisoner and thirteen negroes 
and sundry articles of cargo, at Point & Petre, Guadaloupe. 
A few days after his arrival there, the Governor of Antigua 
sent a flag of truce to reclaim the vessel, negroes, &c. in virtue 
of an agreement entered into between some of the French and 
British governors of the West India islands, stipulating that 
no privateer or armed vessel belonging to either government, 
committed to their care, should make any incursion or 
descent for the purposes of robbing, burning, plundering, or 
carrying off negro slaves, or other property, on pain that such 
vessel should have her commission vacated, the plundered 
effects restored and the penalty bond prosecuted. The 
Count d’Arbaud accordingly restored the prize and confined 
Mr. Putnam in close prison two weeks; but afterwards, upon 
the remonstrance of William Bingham, Esq. he sent Mr. 
Putnam and three of the negroes to him at Martinique. It 
appears that Mr. Putnam has addressed the Count d’Estaing 
on this transaction, who, in a letter to Mr. Putnam, dated on 
board the Languedoc, June 8, 1779, politely promises him that 
if he will solicit the King for restitution, he the Count will 
with great pleasure join in endeavouring to obtain it. 

Upon the first case, as above stated, the committee are of 
opinion, that by a resolve of Congress the subjects of any of 
the United States have a right to trade with the inhabitants 
of Bermuda, and that by throwing any paper overboard, 
other than passports, bills of lading, invoices or other ship’s 
papers, no forfeiture of vessel or cargo can legally ensue; and 
upon the whole, that there appears to them no sufficient 
cerounds for the condemnation of the sloop Aitiy and her 
cargo in the court of admiralty of Guadaloupe. 
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Upon the second case, as above stated, the committee are 
of opinion ‘‘that by the resolves of Congress, and the law of 
nations, Benjamin Putnam and the other persons, who cut the 
vessel out of the harbour of St Johns in Antigua, and carried 
her and the negro slaves on board to Basse terre in Guada- 
loupe, had a right to them, and that no agreement between 
the governors of the French and British islands in such case 
as this could affect any other persons than the subjects of 
the contracting parties; which will appear evidently to be the 
meaning of the recited agreement itself, which is restrained to 
vessels belonging to either government committed to their 
care, and the penalty is the having their commissions vacated, 
the plundered effects restored and the penalty bond prose- 
cuted, which is totally inapplcable to Americans or persons 
not belonging to their governments, and who had not ob- 
tained commissions from them or under their respective 
sovereigns; and of course that the releasing of this vessel 
and the negroes by the governor of Guadaloupe, and causing 
them to be delivered up to the governor of Antigua, was 
unwarrantable and inconsistent with treaties subsisting 
between his most Christian Majesty and these United 
States;’? Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a representation of the before mentioned 
cases be made to the Minister Plenipotentiary of his most 
Christian Majesty to these states, in order that redress and 
restitution may be made to the parties aggneved, in such 
manner as may be consistent with justice and the laws of 
Nations.’ 

The committee to whom were referred letters from General 
Washington and Colonel Simms, brought in a report; Where- 
upon, 

1 The last paragraph is a substitute, in the writing of John Jay, the original deferring 
the question entirely to the ‘‘wisdom and justice” of the King. The report, in the 


writing of Thomas McKean, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, I, 
folio 341. 
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Resolved, That leave of absence from his regiment be given 
to Lieutenant Colonel Simms till the 20th day of November 
next: 

That copies of his applications to Congress and General 
Washington’s letter, be transmitted to the governor of the 
State of Virginia, and that it be signified to him, that as 
Lieutenant Colonel Simms’s application has been complied 
with at a time when his absence is with the greatest reluctance 
dispensed with, it is the wish of Congress that he may be 
enabled to rejoin his regiment as speedily as possible; and 
that such measures may be taken respecting claims similar 
to that of Lieutenant Colonel Simms, as may prevent other 
officers of the Virginia line making application for the lke 
indulgence of absence, which must in the midst of a campaign, 
be utterly inadmissible; and that a copy of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Governor of Virginia.’ 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

TREASURY OFFICE, August 28, 1779. 

A Letter, of the 26" instant, from James Wilkinson, Esq‘, Clothier 
General, referred to the Board of War for their opinion and a Return 
from the said Board being read: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
James Wilkinson, Esq. cloathier general, for twenty thousand 
dollars, to enable him to defray the contingent expences of 
the department; for which the said J. Wilkinson is to be 
accountable.” 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Resolve 
Smith, Esq. one of the commissioners of accounts at the 
Treasury, on his application, for three thousand dollars; for 
which he is to be accountable. 


! This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, V, folio 331. 
? This report, dated August 28, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 591. 
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That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Corne- 
lius Comegys, one of the clerks in the chamber of accounts, on 
his application, for fifteen hundred dollars; for which he is to 
be accountable.’ 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, 1n favour of Jeremiah 
Wadsworth, Esq. commissary general of purchases, on the 
application of Chaloner and White, his agents, for five millions 
six hundred thousand dollars, for the use of his department; 
for which sum the said commissary general is to be account- 
able.’ 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
Hfenry] Marchant, one of the delegates for the State of 
Rhode Island, on his application, for three thousand dollars; 
for which the said State is to be accountable.° 


TREASURY OFFICE, August 80%, 1779. 

The Committee on the Treasury, having taken into consideration 
an Estimate of the monthly pay and subsistence of the Army of the 
United States, calculated by W™ Palfrey Esq", Pay Master General, 
for 35.000 Privates, and a full complement of Commissioned and non- 
commissioned Officers in order to enable them to report precisely a 
warrant for the payment of the army, agreeable to an act of Congress 
of the 18‘ instant: but the Committee, observing that there is no 
provision made in the said Act for the subsistence of the Cornets of 
Horse in the service of the United States, beg leave to offer the 
following resolution 


Resolved, That until the further order of Congress, every 
cornet of horse be entitled to receive monthly for his sub- 
sistence, 100 dollars, to commence agreeable to an act of 
Congress of the 18th of August last.* 

The commissioners of claims report, 


1 This report, dated September 4, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 611. 

? This report, dated September 2, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 603. 

3 This report, dated September 3, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 607. 

* This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, III, folio 595. 
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That they have examined the accounts of the late Moses 
Emmerson, Esq. one of the commissioners of accounts, 
deceased, for sundry travelling expences, from Hartford in 
Connecticut, to this city, in pursuance of an order of Congress 
for the removal of the books and papers of their office, and 
for his pay as commissioner, from the 4th January, to the 
14th May last, and find there 1s due to his estate, a ballance 
of seventy eight dollars and 81/90. 

That there is due to John Fromberger, his account for 
maps of Nova Scotia &c. supplied Congress, one hundred and 
seventy three dollars and 30/90. 

That there is due to William Trickett, for stationary sup- 
plied the treasury and the pay master general’s office, the 
sum of nine hundred and ten dollars and 30/90.’ 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

There being a vacancy of one commissioner for the Board 
of War and Ordnance, the following gentlemen were nomi- 
nated to supply that vacancy: 

Colonel Stone by Mr. [James] Forbes, 

Brigadier General Weedon, by Mr. [Henry] Laurens, 

On motion of Mr. [Henry] Laurens, seconded by Mr. 
[Samuel] Holten, 

Resolved, That so much of the resolutions respecting the 
establishment of a Board of Treasury as relates to the annual 
election of the officers, be referred to a committee of three: 
and that they be directed to report the salaries of the said 
officers: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Henry] Laurens, Mr. [Elbridge] 
Gerry, and Mr. [Joseph] Hewes. 

Ordered, That Tuesday next be assigned for the considera- 
tion of the report of the committee on the letters from A. 


1 This report, dated August 27, is in the Papers of ithe Continental Congress, No. 136, 
IIT, folio 589. 
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Lee, Esq. and the communications of the Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of France. 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday.’ 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 1779 


A letter, of this day, from James Wilson and William 
Lewis, Esquires, attornies at law, in behalf of the claimants 
of the sloop Active, was read: * 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed until 
the 15 September instant. 

A memorial of John Wharton, James Read and William 
Winder, Junior, commissioners of the navy board in the 
middle department, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [William] Whipple, Mr. [Joseph] 
Hewes, and Mr. [James] Forbes. 

Colonel Samuel Atlee was nominated by Mr. [John] Arm- 
strong, to supply the vacancy at the Board of War. 

A letter, of 31 August, from General Washington, was read, 
enclosing a letter of the same day from him to Colonel Bland, 
countermanding conformably to the resolution of 21st of that 
month, his former orders on the subject of officers of the 
convention troops going into Canada; Whereupon,” 

A motion was made by Mr. [Henry] Marchant, seconded 
by Mr. [William] Carmichael, in the following words: 

Whereas the direction of General Washington to Colonel 
Bland, permitting two officers of the convention troops to 
go into Canada by the way of New York, obviates the reasons 


1A letter of Washington, dated August 29, is endorsed as read this day, and is in 
the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VII, folio 691. 

2 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXIV, folio 83. 

> The letters of Washington are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, 
VII, folios 713 and 719. 
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which occasioned the resolution of Congress, of the 21 August 


last, 


Resolved, That the letter from General Washington, of the 
31 August last to Colonel Bland, be detained and that Con- 
eress approve of the orders intended to be countermanded 


by it. 


When the question was about to be put, the previous 
question was moved by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by 
Mr. [Henry] Laurens; on which the yeas and nays being 


required by Mr. [John] Jay, 


New Hampshire, 


Mr. Peabody, ay 

Langdon, ay ay 
Rhode Island, 

Mr. Marchant no 

Collins, no ae 
Connecticut, 

Mr. Huntington, ay 
Root, ay | ay 
Spencer, ay 

New York, 

Mr. Jay, no 

Lewis, no wy 
New Jersey, 

Mr. Scudder, ay 
Fell, ay | ay 
Houston, ay 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Armstrong, no | 3; 

Muhlenberg, ay | ih 


Delaware, 
Mr. Dickinson, 
Maryland, 

Mr. Paca, 
Carmichael, 
Forbes, 

Virginia, 

Mr. Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fleming, 

North Carolina, 

Mr. Harnett, 

Sharpe, 
South Carolina, 

Mr. Laurens, 

Mathews, 


ay } ay 


ey 
no | no 


no 





So the states were equally divided, and the question lost. 
On the main question, the yeas and nays being required by 


Mr. [John] Jay, 
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New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, no Mr. Armstrong, ay dj 
Langdon, no 7 Muhlenberg, no4 a 
Rhode Island, Delaware, 
Mr. Marchant, ay |. Mr. Dickinson, no } no 
Collins, ay |" | Maryland, 
Connecticut, Mr. Carmichael, ay |, 
Mr. Huntington, no Forbes, ay y 
Root, ay | no | Virguma, 
Spencer, no Mr. Smith, ay }* 
New York, North Carolina, 
Mr. Jay, ay Mr. Harnett, ay 
Lewis, ay st Sharpe, ay go 
New Jersey, South Carona, 
Mr. Scudder, ay Mr. Laurens, no a 
Fell, no | no Mathews, no 
Houston, no 


So it passed in the negative. 

A letter, of 30th August, from D{aniel] Putnam, was read, 
with sundry papers enclosed: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of the 4th, from Lieutenant Colonel [John] 
Ternant, was read:? 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Mr. [Joseph] Hewes, one of the delegates for the State of 
North Carolina, on his application, for five thousand dollars; 
for which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Robert 
Troup, secretary to the Board of Treasury, on his application, 
for two thousand dollars; for which he is to be accountable.’ 


1The Putnam letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVIII, 
folio 235; that of Ternant, in No. 78, XXII, folio 641. 

? This report, dated September 6, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 615. 
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A report from the commissioners of claims at the Treasury 
on the accounts of John Baynton, pay master in the western 
district, was read: 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

The committee on the quarter master and commissary 
general’s department laid before Congress a letter of 30 
August from Jeremiah Wadsworth, commissary general of 
purchases, which was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee; and 
that they be directed to take the proper steps for obtaining a 
division of the prize goods lately captured by continental 
vessels, and cause such of the articles as they judge proper to 
be retained for the future order of Congress. 

A letter, of 4, from the Board of War, was read, enclosing 
an extract of a letter from General Washington, of 27 August: 

Sir: The Board are unable to judge whether or not it is expedient 
to detain the Generals Phillips and Riedhesel on account of the debts 
due from the convention troops and therefore beg leave to report: 

That the part of General Washington’s letter of the 27 ulto®, 
relative to the proposed parole exchanges of the Generals Phillips 
and Riedhesel, be referred to the Treasury Board. 

An extract of that part of his Excellency’s is inclosed.! 


Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the quarter master general be directed to 
erect barracks, at the expence of the United States, for 
quartering the troops in the State of Rhode Island: 

That the said barracks be of such dimensions and situated 
in such place as General Gates, or other officer commanding 
the troops in that State for the time being, shall approve of. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter, of 24 
August last, from the president of the State of Pennsylvania, 
report, 


1 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 447. The 
extract is on folio 451. 
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That they find it impracticable, without taking them from 
the supplies provided for the army which are yet vastly 
deficient, to furnish the blankets requested for the ranging 


cence raised 1 in this State and+thaterer-blanketoten 





We therefore cannot without the express direction of Congress 
agree to supply them. But we take the liberty of reporting that, 

It be recommended to the supreme Executive Council of the State 
of Pennsylvania to provide blankets for the ranging companies raised 
for the defence of the frontiers of that State and charge the expense of 
procuring such blankets to the United States.’ 


The committee appointed to prepare an answer to the 
speech of the hon’ Sr. Gérard, minister plenipotentiary of 
France, brought in a draught, which was read: 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of the 
officers and citizens, prisoners on Long Island, brought in a 
report; which was read. 


Your Committee to whom was referred the Memorial of the Ameri- 
can Officers and Citizens, Prisoners on Long Island, in behalf of said 
Citizens, report, 

That in the opinion of this Committee the Enemy have no right by 
the law of Nations to Captivate and hold the Citizens of these States, 
not taken in Arms, as prisoners of war: wherefore your Committee 
recommend the following Resolution as the most proper Expedient 
for their comfort and relief, viz. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the Respective States whose 
Citizens have been taken by the Enemy, not in arms and are now 
held by them as prisoners of war, or may be hereafter so taken and 
held, to make such provision for their Relief and comfortable subsist- 
ance as they shall judge necessary and Expedient, and to keep an 
Account of such Expenditures {in order that the same may be adjusted 
and paid at the final settlement of accounts with the enemy respecting 
prisoners. ] ? 

1 This report, dated September 2, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
147, IT, folio 439. 


? This report, in the writing of Samuel Huntington (the words in brackets being by 
Thomas McKean), isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 28, folio 55. 
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The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter of the 
5th from General Washington, relative to the arrangement 
of the Massachusetts line of officers, brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 


War OFrrice, September 4, 1779. 

The Board having considered General Washington’s letter of the 5" 
ult®, referred to them by Congress, relative to the arrangement of the 
Massachusets line of officers, beg leave to observe, That the arrange- 
ment of Officers in every other line serving in the Northern States has 
been made upon the same principles, and by the same authority, as 
that of the Massachusetts line now preseated; that the final settle- 
ment of it was postponed merely from the numerous embarrassments 
attending it: that if the present arrangement be set aside and the 
making a new one referred to the State, the whole affair must be again 
involved in confusion, and occasion infinite delays and discontents; 
not to remark, that in case of disputes (and those now settled will of 
course all be revived) they must be adjusted by the same rules, and 
by the same modes as have been pursued by the Commander in 
Chief in fixing that he has transmitted: that the Officers of the 
Massachusetts line expeet the present will be a final settlement of the 
ranks they are now entitled to; having giving in their returns and 
claims under the same orders, and to be determined by the same 
rules, with the ranks of officers of those States whose arrangements 
were fixed before the 28" of Junelast. The Board are also humbly 
of opinion that Congress by the Resolution of that date, did not 
intend to control the primary arrangements to be made pursuant to 
the acts of May 27, 1778, and November 24, 1778, and other subse- 
quent acts directing the arrangements to be made agreeably to the 
rules established in the Acts of May 27 and November 24%. We 
therefore beg leave to report: 


Resolved, That the arrangement of the officers in the 
Massachusetts line, as now fixed by the Commander in Chief, 
be confirmed, and their commissions issued accordingly.’ 

Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 

1 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 443. 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7, 1779 


The President laid before Congress a paper of intelligence 
which he received from the hon™ Sr. Gérard, minister pleni- 
potentiary of France, which was read: ’ 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, 
Mr. [John] Mathews, and Mr. [Samuel] Huntington. 

2 
boc beetroot a te Ht tos 

Ordered, That for the present the said intelligence be kept 
secret. 

A letter, of 3, from H[enry] Roberts; and one, of 30 August 
last, from Major General Greene, Q. M. G. were read, the 
latter enclosing a memorial from the officers of the companies 
of artificers: ° 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter of Mr. Neufville and Son, of Amsterdam, dated 
June 30, 1779, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Commerce. 

A letter from Colonel Broadhead to the Board of War was 
read, enclosing a copy of a treaty entered into between the 
said Colonel Broadhead and the chiefs of the Cherokees, and 
some other papers. 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

A report from the Board of Treasury, was read: 


TREASURY OFFICE, August 24", 1779. 

The Committee on the Treasury, having taken into consideration a 
letter from General Washington of the 17" instant, referred to them 
by Congress, beg leave to report the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That a warrant issue on the Treasurer in favor of the 
Honble the Board of War for —-———— Dollars, to enable them to 

‘This paper is printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the Ameriean Revolution 
(Wharton), III, 310. 


* Roberts's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIX, folio 299; 
that of Greene, in No. 155, I, folio 159; the memorial is on folio 167. 
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defray from time to time such extra expenses of Major General Baron 
de Steuben and other Officers in his situation, as they shall judge 
reasonable and proportioned to the circumstances of the persons 
applving; for which sum the said Board of War is to be accountable.’ 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Armstrong, Mr. [Jesse] 
Root, and Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder. 

Leonard Bowles, Esq. of the Bahama islands, having sig- 
nified his intention of removing from thence, and having com- 
municated a recommendation of him by the supreme execu- 
tive council of the State of Pensylvania to the citizens of 


that State where he proposes to reside, and desiphireapass- 
port-or-sefe-eondiet 


Ordered, That a passport or safe conduct be granted to the 
said Leonard Bowles, Esq. in his removal from the Bahama 
islands to these United States. 

Congress took into consideration the draught of an answer 
to the speech to the hon” Sr. Gérard, minister plenipoten- 
tiary of France, and the same being debated by paragraphs, 
was agreed to. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1779 


A letter, of 6, from the Board of War, was read, enclosing a 
letter from the executive council and from the board of war 
of the State of Virginia, relative to arms belonging to the 
United States, detained by order of the said council for the 
use of that State: ? 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 


' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, III, folio 577. See 
under October 21, 1779, post. 

? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, 11, folio 469. The 
letter of the ISxecutive Council of Virginia, dated August 28, is on folio 471; that of the 
Virginia Board of War, of same day, is on folio 475. 
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The members chosen, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [William] 
Paca, and Mr. [Jesse] Root. 

A memorial from Captain Ralph Moor, late commander of 
the continental armed vessel the Horn Snake, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Commerce. 

The delegates for the State of New York laid before Con- 
eress certain instructions which they have received from their 
constituents, accompanied with sundry papers, which were 
read;’ also, 

A petition of the committees of Cumberland county to 
Congress was read, praying their speedy interposition in set- 
tling the disturbances upon the New Hampshire Grants, 
accompanied with sundry papers: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of five: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] M’Kean, Mr. [William] 
Paca, Mr. [Samuel] Holten, Mr. [Samuel] Huntington, and 
Mr. [Meriwether] Smith. 

A memorial of John Benezet, of Philadelphia, on behalf of 
his brother in law, William Bingham, Esq. continental agent 
at St Pierre, Martinique, was read: | 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Commerce, 
and that they be directed to take order thereon. 

On motion of Mr. [Henry] Marchant, seconded by Mr. 
[John] Mathews, 

Resolved, ‘That the President be requested to prepare a 
circular letter to the several states, to accompany the resolu- 
tions of Congress of the first and third instant, for stopping 
the further emissions of bills of credit. 

Congress proceeded to the consideration of the motion for 
re-considering the resolution passed on the 21 August, recom- 
mending to the several states to continue or lay embargoes 
to continue until the first day of January next. 


‘The instructions are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, I, folio 297. 
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A motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] M‘Kean, seconded by 


Mr. [John] Armstrong, to strike out “January,’ 


insert instead thereof “ October.” 
On the question, shall the word “January” stand, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, 


New Hampshire, 
Mr. Whipple, 
Peabody, 
Langdon, 
Massachusetts Bay, 

Mr. Lovell, 
Holten, 
Partridge, 

Rhode Island, 

Mr. Marchant, 

Collins, 
Connecticut, 

Mr. Ifuntington, 
Root, 
Spencer, 

New York, 

M. Jay, 

Lewis, 
New Jersey, 

Mr. Scudder, 

Fell, 


Houston, 











Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Armstrong, 
Searle, 
Muhlenberg, 

Delaware, 
Mr. M‘Kean, 
Maryland, 

Mr. Carmichael, 

Forbes, 
Virginia, 

Mr. Smith, 
Griffin, 
Fieming, 

North Carolina, 

Mr. Harnett, 

South Carolina, 

Mr. Laurens, 

Mathews, 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 4g, 1779 


in order to 





A letter, of 30th August. from Admiral Arbuthnot, was 


read :! 


Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 


1 Arbuthnot’s letter 1s in tho Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, I, folio 313. 
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Mr. James Mercer, a delegate for the State of Virginia, 
attended and took his seat in Congress. 
A letter, of 8th, from the Board of War, was read: 


Sir: The Board have been sundry times made accountable for the 
monies granted by warrants from Congress for the purposes of pur- 
chasing necessaries for the army. They have complained of this to 
the Treasury Board, but the form of the warrants continues the same. 
It is most distressingly hard that we should not only be obliged to 
continue in the clothing business contrary to our request made long 
ago to Congress, and we fear also, owing to our other engagements, 
contrary to the public interest, but also that we should be made 
accountable for monies of which we never touch a dollar, and have 
neither profit or pleasure to indemnify us for any losses. Congress 
will be pleased to excuse this representation; but we are constrained 
to make it as we cannot think of making our persons or the small 
remainder of the property the war has left us liable for deficiencies 
(if any should arise) which we can neither prevent or remedy. If 
Congress will be pleased to alter the late warrant for one million of 
dollars making it payable to our paymaster who alone receives the 
money, and should be accountable, we will be answerable for the pro- 
priety of our warrants on him, and we are humbly of opinion we 
ought not to be further responsible. 

We beg leave further to represent to Congress, that we find it impos- 
sible to procure a sufficient quantity of clothing for the Troops under 
the present circumstances of our Finances. We have most indus- 
triously endeavored to procure sufficient supplies, but we find it out 
of our power, and we beg to be permitted to add, that unless some 
measures are taken, beyond the common mode of dealing, the Troops 
will experience the greatest distress. The articles of shirts, shoes, 
blankets and hats are the most scarce, and without the speedy and 
indefatigable exertions of the States, no quantities of these neces- 
saries, adequate in any considerable degree to the wants of the 
Troops will be procured. We have directed the Clothier General to 
write most pressingly to the Governments of the several states 
requesting their assistance, and at our desire General Washington has 
also written circular letters on the subject. 

Our feelings for our private characters require us to declare that it 
will be only our deference to the positive orders of Congress which will 
induce us to give any farther direction about purchases. When we 
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began the direction of the purchases of clothing, the advance on the 
sterling cost of the articles was at an average about 15 for1. It pro- 
ceeded gradually up to forty for one, till within these 3 months, since 
which period the depreciation has been so rapid as that at this time, 
one hundred pounds currency are demanded and given by private 
persons, and some State purchasers in the price of Dry Goods for the 
original cost of one pound sterling. Considerable quantities may be 
procured—the Army will want more than can be had, but we have 
not yet given this price. Yet our purchases must cease unless we 
come nearly if not entirely up toit. We therefore desire the favor of 
explicit directions as to our conduct. But if Congress will be pleased 
totally to take out of our hands this disagreeable business we shall 
acknowledge ourselves personally obliged to them, and we believe the 
public will be better served. In our opinions it would be most expe- 
dient either for every State to provide for its own quota of Troops, or 
that some person be appointed to superintend the purchases who had 
no other business. What should be done we leave to the wisdom of 
Congress, with the melancholy remark, that whoever undertakes this 
business, will find but a choice of difficulties as the money is not an 
object with many Proprietors of Goods, and we hope we are not too 
much under the influence of our fears, when we declare that we 
believe in a very short period, unless some extraordinary event takes 
place, the present currency will cease to be a medium of commerce. 
Our more immediate connexion with purchases drew from us this 
latter observation. If it is improper or out of the line of our duty we 
beg that our anxiety for the public good may be our excuse. We 
have the honor to be &e.! 


Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on the 
Treasury, who are directed to report on Monday next. 

Resolved, That Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin, at his request, be dis- 
charged from the Committee on the Treasury, on account of 
his ill state of health. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the Committee on the 
Treasury, in the room of Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin, until commis- 
sioners of the Board of Treasury shall be appointed: 

The member chosen, Mr. [Henry] Marchant. 

' This letter isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 453. 
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Mr. William Denning, was nominated by Mr. [John] Fell, 
to be elected one of the commissioners of the Board of 
Treasury. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of the delegates for the State of Virginia, on their application, 
for fifteen thousand dollars, for which the said State is to be 
accountable. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, Esq. 
commissioner of the continental loan office, for the State of 
Pensylvania, in favour of Joseph Carleton, paymaster to the 
Board of War and Ordnance, on the application of the said 
Board, for twenty thousand dollars, in loan office certificates, 
to enable the said Joseph Carleton to discharge in part a bill 
of exchange drawn on the said Board by Messrs. Otis & 
Henly, deputy cloathiers, at Boston, in favour of Henry 
Mitchel, Esq. which bill is endorsed by the said Henry 
Mitchel to Mr. Thomas Barclay.’ 

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was referred the 
petition of Benjamin Pollard, of the State of Virginia, setting 
forth that in the month of May last, when the enemy invaded 
that State, they took or destroyed sundry loan office certifi- 
cates, as appears by the depositions accompanying the said 
petition, which were the property of him, the said Benjamin 
Pollard, and praying the interposition of Congress for relief, 
brought in a report, which was read: 

Ordered, That the same be re-committed. 

The commissioners of claims at the Board of Treasury, 
report, ; 

That there is due to the officers and privates of the invalid 
regiment commanded by Colonel Lewis Nicola, for their pay 


1 This report, dated September 8, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 619. 
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and subsistance, for the month of July Jast, two thousand 
four hundred and nineteen dollars and 54/90, to be paid to 
Captain Robert Campbell, paymaster to the said regiment.’ 

Ordered, That the same be paid. 

Another report from the commissioners of claims at the 
Board of Treasury, on the claims of the heirs of the late 
Monsr. du Coudray, against the United States was laid 
before Congress, and read: 

Ordered, That the same, together with a copy of Mr. 
Grand’s accounts, be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The committee appointed to prepare a letter to his most 
Christian Majesty, brought in a draught, which was read 
twice and debated by paragraphs, and being amended was 
unanimously agreed to. 

The Committee for Foreign Affairs laid before Congress 
a declaration of his most Christian Majesty, concerning the 
abolition of the droit d’Aubaine, agreed upon between 
France and the United States of America, dated Versailles, 
26 July, 1778: 

Ordered, That it be referred to Mr. [Thomas] McKean, 
Mr. [Henry] Marchant, and Mr. [Jesse] Root. 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of 
the 16 August, from Mr. Deane, brought in a report: 

Ordered, That Monday next be set apart for taking the 
same into consideration. 

Congress resumed the consideration of foreign affairs, and 
some time being spent thereon, 

Congress resumed the consideration of the motion 
made on the 7th August. After debate, 
On motion of Mr. [John] Dickinson, seconded by 
Mr. [John] Mathews, 


This report, dated September 9, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
TEI, folio 623. 
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Resolved, That the further consideration thereof be 
postponed. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [John] Dickinson, 
seconded by Mr. [John] Mathews, as follows: 

That if his Catholick Majesty shall determine to take 
part with France and the United States of America, in 
such case, the minister plenipotentiary of these United 
States be empowered, in their names, to conclude with 
the most Christian and Catholick Kings, a treaty or 
treaties, thereby assuring to these states, Canada, 
Nova Scotia, Bermudas, and the Floridas, when con- 
quered, and the free and full exercise of the common 
right of these states to the fisheries on the banks of 
Newfoundland and the other fishing banks and seas 
of North America; and also the free navigation of the 
Mississippi into the sea. That the said minister be 
instructed to endeavour by all means in his power to 
procure the assurance of the said countries and navi- 
gation to these states; but if his Catholick Majesty 
shall positively insist upon the Floridas being ceded 
to him, and upon the exclusive navigation of the Mis- 
sissippi from that part thereof which hes in latitude 
thirty-one degrees north from the equator to its mouth; 
in such cases, the said minister be instructed to agree 
to such propositions, to assent to mutual guarantees, to 
wit, of the Floridas and the navigation aforesaid to the 
king of Spain; and of Canada, Nova Scotia, Bermu- 
das and the fisheries aforesaid to these states; and to 
procure, if possible, the establishment of a free com- 
merce for the inhabitants of these states with some 
port or ports on the said river below the said degree 
of latitude, except for such articles as may be in the 
treaty particularly enumerated. That the said minis- 
ter be instructed, that it is not the desire of Congress 
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to continue the war for the acquisition of the coun- 
tries beforementioned; and therefore, if his Catholick 
Majesty shall obtain the Floridas from Great Britain, 
by cession, or by war, with, or without the assistance 
of these states, they will guarantee the same to his 
Majesty; but that, in such case, the said minister be 
instructed to endeavour strenuously to obtain for these 
states the assurance of the fisheries and commerce 
aforesaid. That the said minister be instructed to pro- 
cure an article to be inserted, contracting for the deliv- 
ery of masts for the royal navy of Spain, at some con- 
venient port or ports in these states; providing therein, 
that no greater quantity be stipulated for than these 
states can spare with convenience to themselves. That 
the said Minister be instructed to endeavour, by all 
means in his power, to procure from his Catholick 
Majesty the annual payment to these States, of a cer- 
tain sum of money, either in compensation for their 
exertions or for the equivalent beforementioned.' 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1779 


The Marine Committee, to whom was referred the letter, 
of 2d, from Matthew Irwin and others, report, as their 
opinion, that it will be for the public benefit to dispose of 
the sails and rigging of the frigate Washington. 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

On motion of Mr. [Henry] Laurens, seconded by Mr. 
| Nathaniel] Scudder, 

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered to 
sell the standing rigging and sails of the frigate Washington, 
on such terms as they shall approve of. 


‘This motion was entered only in the manuscript Seerct Journal, Forcign Affairs, 
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A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Congress came to the following resolutions: 

It appearing from the representation of the Board of 
War, that for the more comfortable accommodation of the 
troops of the United States, it is expedient that each State 
should provide cloathing for its own quota of those troops, 
in addition to that which has been imported or already 
procured by the agents appointed by the said Board: 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the gov- 
ernments of the several states, immediately to provide 
large quantities of cloathing for their respective quotas of 
troops: 

That particular attention be paid to the articles of hats, 
hose, shirts, blankets, and shoes, which are indispensably 
necessary and immediately wanted, and without which the 
troops must severely suffer: 

That the cloathing so purchased or procured by the states 
respectively be delivered to the sub or State clothiers, 
agreeably to the ordinance of the 23d of March last: 

That the sub or State cloathiers make regular monthly 
returns to the cloathier general of all cloathing received 
from their respective states: 

That the executive powers of the several states be re- 
quested to correspond with the Board of War, from time to 
time, informing them of their proceedings and prospects in 
the cloathing business; that every assistance may be given, 
where necessary, by the said Board, when the continental 
stock will admit thereof, and continental purchasers be 
stopped when a sufficiency of cloathing 1s provided: 

That it be also recommended to the governments of the 
respective states, to take measures for preventing any 
competition of prices among the purchasers, whether on 
account of the continent or particular states: 

That the said governments be informed that the principal 
supphes of cloathing for the troops of their respective 
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quotas are expected from them; and to this end they are 
earnestly requested now diligently to exert themselves, 
and in future to make timely provision, either by purchase, 
manufacture, or importation: 

That the Board of War be directed to inform the execu- 
tive powers of the several states, from time to time, of any 
considerable additions to the stock of cloathing provided 
by the United States, by importation or otherwise, that 
whensoever all or any considerable part of the cloathing 
for the troops is or shall be provided by the United States, 
the governments of the several states may cease further 
provision.' 

The Committee on the Treasury, according to order, laid 
on the table an account of the money received on loan, 
and of the whole amount of money issued and to be issued 
by virtue of resolves passed before this day. 


The Committee of Commerce, having informed Con- 
gress that in pursuance of the order of Congress, they 
have expended in the purehase of powder which is 
arrived, about 3000 pounds sterling of the bills deliv- 
ered to them, agreeable to the order of the 10 June, 
and that about 12,000 pounds sterling remain in the 
hands of their agent at St. Eustatia: 

On motion of Mr. [Henry] Marchant, seconded by 
Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee of Commerce be direeted 
to confer with the Board of War, in what manner 
it will be most for the public service to lay out the 
remainder of the money entrusted to them.’ 

Congress proceeded to the consideration of foreign affairs, 
and some time being spent thereon, 

After debate, on motion of Mr. [Samuel] Huntington, 
seconded by Mr. [Meriwether] Smith, 


'This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 455. 
?This resolution was entered only in the manuscript Secret Domestic Journal. 
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Resolved, That the further consideration of the propo- 
sitions moved yesterday be postponed. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Samuel] Huntington, 
seconded by Mr. [Meriwether] Smith, as follows: 

Whereas by the treaties subsisting between his most 
Christian Majesty and the United States of America, a 
power is reserved to his Catholick Majesty “to accede to 
“the said treaties, and to participate in their stipulations, 
“at such time as he shall judge proper; it being well 
“understood, nevertheless, that, if any of the stipulations 
“of the said treaties are not agreeable to the king of 
“Spain, his Catholick Majesty may propose other con- 
“ditions analagous to the principal aim of the alliance, 
“and conformable to the rules of equality, reciprocity 
“and friendship:’ And whereas, should his Catholick 
Majesty accede to the said treaties without any altera- 
tion, he must be under the necessity of renouncing 
forever all claims to the possession of the Floridas, of 
the utmost consequence to his kingdom, and more par- 
ticularly to his American dominions: In order, there- 
fore, that nothing may be wanting on the part of these 
states to further a treaty of alliance and of amity and 
commerce with his Catholick Majesty, consistent with 
the engagements of the said states, and agreeable to his 
most Christian Majesty their ally, 

Resolved, That if his Catholick Majesty shall accede to 
the said treaties, and in concurrence with France and the 
United States of America, continue the present war with 
Great Britain, for the purposes expressed in the treaties 
aforesaid, he shall not thereby be precluded from securing 
to himself the Floridas: On the contrary, if he shall 
[think proper to attack them, these United States will 
aid and assist his Catholick Majesty in such enterprise 
with such provisions and naval stores as shall be required 





September, 1779 1047 


by his Catholick Majesty, and can be furnished by these 
states; and if his Catholick Majesty shall] obtain the 
Floridas from Great Britain [by cession, or by war, with 
or without the assistance of the allies, | these United States 
will guaranty the same to his Catholick Majesty: Pro- 
vided always, that his Catholick Majesty shall grant to 
the United States the free navigation of the river Missis- 
sippi, into the sea, and establish on the said river, at or 
somewhere southward of the thirty-first degree north 
latitude, a free port or ports, under such regulations and 
restrictions as shall be agreed on between the ministers 
plenipotentiary of his Catholick Majesty and the United 
States: and provided, also, that his Catholick Majesty 
shall pay to the United States, as a subsidy, a present 


sum not less than and a further annual sum of 
during the continuance of the present war, and 
for the term of years. 


The motion being read, Congress took into considera- 
tion the resolution therein contained; and after debate,’ 
Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1779 


The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of William Palfrey, Esq. paymaster general, for one million 
dollars, to be by him transmitted to John Pierce, Esq. deputy 
paymaster general, for the use of the main army, and for 
which the said deputy paymaster general is to be account- 
able.’ 


1 This motion was entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs. 
The words in brackets appear to have been first underlined and tlien struck out, but 
were retained in the printed journals. See proceedings ol September 17, post. 

« This report, dated September 10, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, 111, folio 625. 
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Congress proceeded in the consideration of foreign affairs, 
and some time being spent thereon, 

Congress resumed the consideration of the resolution, 
contained in the motion under debate yesterday, and 
on the question to agree to the said resolution, 

Resolved, in the affirmative. 

Congress then proceeded to the consideration of the 
provisos. And a motion was made by Mr. [Thomas] 
McKean, to amend the first proviso, by striking out 
“and”’ after the words, “into the sea,’ and in lieu 
thereof inserting “or.’’' After debate, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1779 


Mr. [William] Fitzhugh, a delegate for the State of Virginia 
attended and took his seat in Congress. 

A memorial of Ernst Ludwig de Widdersheim, major in 
his majesty, the King of Denmark’s service, accompanied 
with sundry papers, was laid before Congress: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter from Lieutenant Colonel Malmedy; and a letter, 
of 6, from Governor Trumbull, were read: ° 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 26 August, from Governor Clinton, of New 
York; and a letter, of 3 instant, from Colonel John Lamb, 
vere read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the committee on the 
memorial from Colonel Harrison. 


' This motion was entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs. 

2 Widdersheim’s memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 4-1, X, 
folio 391; Malmedy’s letter, in No. 78, XV, folio 485; that of Trumbull, in No. 6§, II, 
folio 27. 
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A letter, of the 31 August, from the president of the eouncil 
of Massachusetts bay, was read, accompanied with sundry 
intercepted letters: ' 

Ordered, That the said intercepted letters be referred to the 
eommittee appointed to correspond with Major General 
Lineoln. 

A letter, of 1, from Major Lee, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Intelli- 
gence. 

An address and memorial of sundry inhabitants of the eity 
and liberties of Philadelphia, was read, “requesting that 
Congress would be pleased in the most decisive and explicit 
manner to determine what the extent and quantity of the 
emissions shall be, and when and where they shall stop.’’ ” 

A letter, of 7th, from General Washington, was read, 
enclosing a letter, of 30th August, from Major General 
Sullivan: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed to 
correspond with Major General Lincoln. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the said com- 
mittee: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett and Mr. 
[William] Fitzhugh. 

Ordered, That the letter enclosed from Major General] Sulli- 
van be referred to the Committee of Intelligence. 

Another letter from General Washington, dated the 5 
instant, was read, enclosing an extract of a letter from Major 
General Sullivan, dated Tiahoga, 20 August, 1779. 


1 Clinton’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 67, II, folio 210; 
that of Lamh, in No. 78, X1V, folio 285; that of the Massachusetts Council, in No. 65, IJ, 
folio 400. 

2 Lee’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIV, folio 283; 
the Philadelphia memorial, in No. 43, folio 275. 

8 Washington’s Ictter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VII, 
folio 727. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Yord), VIII, 39; Sullivan’s letter 
is on folio 731. 
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A letter, of June 12, from the Marquis de la Fayette was 
read: 

Ordered, That an answer thereto be prepared. 

A letter, of 8, from General Washington; and one, of 3d 
from the governor of Rhode Island, &c. were read.’ 

The committee, appointed the 3d instant to devise further 
ways and means of supplying the treasury, brought in a 
report, which was read. 


The Committee, appointed the 3° Instant, to devise further Ways 
and Means of supplying the Treasury, beg leave to subinit the follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Whereas it is necessary that the several States, should raise by Taxes 
and Loans their Quotas of the money which may hereafter be wanted 
for supporting the War, 

Resolved, That in addition to the sums required by the resolutions of 
Congress of the 22* November, 1777, and 2° January, and 21° May, 
1779, the several States be called on to pay into the Continental 
Treasury in March next, and every month after during the war, their 
respective proportions of fifteen million dollars, viz, 


New Hampshire Delaware 
Massachusetts Bay Maryland 
Rhode Island and Providence Virginia 
Plantations North Carolina 
Connecticut South Carolina 
New York Georgia, being invaded, is here- 
New Jersey after to raise her proportion. 
Pennsylvania, 


24 That all sums which may be paid into the Continental Treasury, 
or to the order of Congress, by any of the States during the continuance 
of the War, shall be passed to their respective credits upon interest, on 
the terms prescribed by the first article of a Resolution of Congress of 
the 224 November, 1777, and that each respective State be also cred- 
ited ten per cent on the monthly payments that shall be punctually 
made agreeable to the foregoing resolve; provided that such State 
shall have paid its preceeding monthly Quotas, and also its propor- 
tions of the sums required by the several Resolutions mentioned in the 
said Resolve. 

'The Washington letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VII, 


folios 723, 743; that of Lafayette, in No. 156, folio 89; that of Rhode Island, in No. 64, 
folio 454. 
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3° That the encouragement offered by a resolution of Congress of 
the 29° June last, for promoting Loans, be extended to all sums 
which may be paid into the Continental Loan Offices on or before the 
first of March next, to the amount of the blank loan office certificates 
which are already ordered to be struck by Congress; that any person 
subscribing ten thousand dollars or upwards, shall be allowed to pay 
one half thereof within fourteen days after the subscription, and the 
residue at the end of two months after the first payment, the whole 
to bear interest from the time of the first payment, if the other is 
punctually made; and that no domestic loans be afterwards made 
by Congress unless from the several States. 

4 That a Committee be appoiuted to prepare an estimate of the 
public expences, and report a plan for retrenching the same; that for 
this purpose they be authorized to repair to Camp, and confer with 
the Commander in Chief on the subject; and that it be an instruction 

to the said Committee to consult the General on the 

Postponed expediency of supplying by contract, the departments 
of the quarter master and Commissary General; and to 

suggest to him the necessity of discharging supernumerary oflicers of 
every kind, and introducing strict economy into every department. 

5. That to prevent disappointments in supplies of money, the plan 
reported by a committee on the 20° July last be completed, and sent 
to the Minister of these United States in France, to be by him com- 
municated to his most Christian Majesty, with the request of Con- 
gress, that he will give his assurance that the Bills of Exchange 
mentioned in the plan, shall be answered, and the annual interest 
previously arising on the Bills be regularly paid, should Congress 
judge it indispensibly necessary to make sale of the said Bills for 
supporting the war. 

And whereas, there is great reason to expect that an appreciation 
of the current money will immediately follow the exertions of the 
several States to provide their quotas of supplies as aforesaid, 

6. Resolved, That if the sums to be paid by the several States should 
exceed the expences of the war, the surplus shall be applied as a Sink- 
ing Fund for discharging the public debt.! 


The president laid before Congress a draught of a circu- 
lar letter from Congress of the United States of America, to 


1 This report, in the writing of Etbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 26, folio 61. See October 6, et seg., post. 
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their constituents, which was read twice and unanimously 
agreed to: 


Friends and Fellow-Citizens!—In governments raised on the gener- 
ous principles of equal liberty, where the rulers of the state are the 
servants of the people, and not the masters of those from whom they 
derive authority; it is their duty to inform their fellow-citizens of the 
state of their affairs, and by evineing the propriety of pubhe measures, 
lead them to unite the influence of inclination to the force of legal 
obligation in rendering them successful. This duty ceases not, even 
in times of the most perfect peace, order and tranquillity, when the 
safety of the commonwealth is neither endangered by force or seduc- 
tion from abroad, or by faction, treachery or misguided ambition from 
within. At this season, therefore, we find ourselves in a particular 
manner impressed with a sense of it, and can no longer forbear calling 
your attention to a subject much misrepresented, and respecting 
which, dangerous, as well as erroneous opinions have been held and 
propagated :—we mean your finanees. 

The ungrateful despotism and inordinate lust of domination, which 
marked the unnatural designs of the British king and his vena! parlia- 
ment, to enslave the people of America, reduced you to the necessity 
of either asserting your rights by arms, or mgloriously passing under 
the yoke. You nobly preferred war. Armies were then to be raised, 
paid and supplied: money became necessary for these purposes. Of 
your own there was but httle; and of no nation in the world could you 
then borrow. The little that was spread among you could he collected 
only by taxes, and to this end regular governments were essential; of 
these you were also destitute. So circumstanced, you had no other 
resource but the natural value and wealth of your fertile country. 
Bills were issued on the credit of this bank, and your faith was pledged 
for their redemption. After a considerable number of these had cu- 
culated, loans were solicited, and offices for the purpose established. 
Thus a national debt was unavoidably created, and the amount of it is 
as follows: 

Bills emitted and circulating, 159,948,SSO dollars; monies borrowed 
before the 1st of March, 1778, the interest of which is payable in 
France, 7,545,196 67-90ths; monies borrowed since the first of March, 
1778, the interest of which is payable here, 26,188,909; money due 
abroad, not exactly known, the balances not having been transmitted, 
supposed to be about 4,000,000 dollars. 
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For your further satisfaction we shall order a particular account of 
the several emissions, with the times limited for their redemption, and 
also of the several loans, the interest allowed on each, and the terms 
assigned for their payment, to be prepared and published. 

The taxes have as yet brought into the treasury no more than 
3,027,560, so that all the monies supphed to Congress by the people of 
America, amount to no more than 36,761,665 67-90 dollars, that being 
the sum of the loans and taxes received. Judge, then, of the necessity 
of emissions, and Jearn from whom and from whence that necessity 
arose. 

We are also to inform you, that on the first day of September inst. 
we resolved ‘‘that we would, on no account whatever, emit more bills 
of credit than to make the whole amount of such bills 200,000,000 
of dollars,’ and as the sum emitted and in circulation amounted to 
159,948,SSO dollars, and the sum of 40,051,120 dollars remained to 
complete the 200,000,000 abovementioned, weon the 3d day of Septem- 
ber, inst. further resolved, “‘that we would emit such part only of the 
said sum of 40,051,120 dollars as should be absolutely necessary for 
public exigencies before adequate supplies could otherwise be obtained, 
relying for such supphes on the exertions of the several states.”’ 

Exclusive of the great and ordinary expenses incident to the war, 
the depreciation of the currency has so swelled the prices of every 
necessary article, and of consequence made such additions to the usual 
amount of expenditures, that very considerable supplies must be im- 
mediately provided by loans and taxes; and we unanimously declare 
it to be essential to the welfare of these states, that the taxes already 
called for be paid into the continental treasury by the time recom- 
mended for that purpose. It is also Mghly proper that you should 
extend your views beyond that period, and prepare in season, as well 
for bringing your respective quotas of troops into the field early the 
next campaign, as for providing the supplies necessary in the course of 
it. Weshall take care toapprize you, from time to time, of the state of 
the treasury, and to recommend the proper measures for supplying it. 
To keep your battalions full, to encourage loans, and to assess your 
taxes with prudence, collect them with firmness, and pay them with 
punctuality, is all that will be requisite on your part. Further ways 
and means of providing for the public exigencies are now under 
consideration, and will soon be laid before you. 

Having thus given you a short and plain state of your debt, and 
pointed out the necessity of punctuality in furnishing the supplies 
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already required, we shall proceed to make s few remarks on the 
depreciation of the currency, to which we entreat your attention. 

The depreciation of bills of credit is always either natural or artifi- 
cial, or both. The latter isour case. The moment the sum in circula- 
tion exceeded what was necessary as a medium in commerce, it began 
and continued to depreciate in proportion as the amount of the surplus 
increased; and that proportion would hold good until the sum emitted 
should become so great as nearly to equal the value of the capital or 
stock, on the credit of which the bills were issued. Supposing, there- 
fore, that 30,000,000 was necessary for a circulating medium, and that 
160,000,000 had issued, the natural depreciation is but little more than 
as five to one: but the actual depreciation exceeds that proportion, 
and that excess is artificial. The natural depreciation is to be re- 
moved only by lessening the quantity of money in circulation. It 
will regain its primitive value whenever it shall be reduced to the sum 
necessary for a medium of commerce. ‘This is only to be effected by 
loans and taxes. 

The artificial depreciation is a more serious subject, and merits 
minute investigation. A distrust (however occasioned) entertained 
by the mass of the people, either in the ability or inclination of the 
United States to redeem their bills, is the cause of it. Let us enquire 
how far reason will justify a distrust in the ability of the United States. 

The ability of the United States must depend on two things; first, 
the success of the present revolution; and secondly, on the sufficiency 
of the natural wealth, value and resources of the country. 

That the time has been when honest men might, without being 
chargeable with timidity, have doubted the success of the present 
revolution, we admit: but that period is passed. The independence 
of America is now as fixed as fate, and the petulant efforts of Britain 
to break it down are as vain and fruitless as the raging of the waves 
which beat against their cliffs. Let those who are still afflicted with 
these doubts consider the character and condition of our enemies. 
Let them remember that we are contending against a kingdom crum- 
bling into pieces; a nation without public virtue; and a people sold to, 
and betrayed by, their own representatives; against a prince governed 
by his passions, and a ministry without confidence or wisdom; against 
armies half paid and generals half trusted; against a government equal 
only to plans of plunder, conflagration and murder; a government, by 
the nost impious violations of the rights of religion, justice, humanity, 
and mankind, courting the vengeance of Heaven and revolting from 
the protection of Providence. Against the fury of these enemies you 
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made successful resistance, when single, alone and friendless, in the 
davs of weakness and infaney, before your hands had been taught 
to war or your fingers to fight. And can there be any reason to 
apprehend that the divine disposer of human events, after having 
separated us from the house of bondage, and led us safe through a sea 
of blood, towards the land of hberty and promise, will leave the work of 
our political redemption unfinished, and either permit us to perish in a 
wilderness of difficulties, or suffer us to be carried back in chains to 
that country of oppression, from whose tyranny he hath mercifully 
delivered us with a stretched out arm? 

In close alliance with one of the most powerful nations in Europe 
which has generously made our cause her own, in amity with many 
others, and enjoying the good will of all, what danger have we 
to fear from Britain? Instead of acquiring accessions of territory 
by conquest, the limits of her empire daily contract: her fleets no 
longer rule the ocean, nor are her armies invincible by land. How 
many of her standards, wrested from the hands of her champions, 
are among your trophies, and have graced the triumphs of your 
troops? and how great is the number of those, who, sent to bind you 
in fetters, have become your captives, and received their lives from 
your hands? In short, whoever considers that these states are daily 
increasing in power; that their armies have beeome veteran; that 
their governments, founded in freedom, are established; that their 
fertile country and their affectionate ally furnish them with ample 
supplies; that the Spanish monarch, well prepared for war, with 
fleets and armies ready for combat, and a treasury overflowing with 
wealth, has entered the lists against Britain; that the other Huropean 
nations, often insulted by her pride, and alarmed by the strides of 
her ambition, have left her to her fate; that Ireland, wearied with 
her oppressions, is panting for liberty, and even Scotland displeased 
and uneasy at her edicts: whoever considers these things, instead of 
doubting the issue of the war, will rejoice in the glorious, the sure 
and certam prospect of success. 

This point being established, the next question is, whether the 
natural wealth, value and resources of the country, will be equal to 
the payment of the debt? 

Let us suppose for the sake of argument, that at the conclusion of 
the war, the emissions should amount to 200,000,000; that exclusive 
of supplies from taxes, which will not be inconsiderable, the loans 
should amount to 100,000,000, then the whole national debt of the 
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United States would be 300,000,000. There are at present 3,000,000 
of inhabitants in the 13 states: 300,000,000 of dollars, divided among 
3,000,000 of people, would give to each person 100 dollars; and is 
there an individual in America unable, in the course of 18 or 20 years, 
to pay it again? Suppose the whole debt assessed, as it ought to be, 
on the inhabitants in proportion to their respective estates, what 
would then be the share of the poorer people? Perhaps not 10 
dollars. Besides, as this debt will not be payable immediately, but 
probably 20 years allotted for it, the number of mhabitants by that 
time in America will be far more than double their present amount. 
It is well known that the inhabitants of this country increased almost 
in the ratio of compound interest. By natural population they 
doubled every 20 years, and how great may be the host of emigrants 
from other countries cannot be ascertained. We have the highest 
reason to believe the number will be immense. Suppose that only 
10,000 should arrive the first year after the war, what will those 
10,000 with their families count in 20 years time?—probably double 
the number. This observation applies with proportionable force to 
the emigrants of every successive year. Thus you see great part of 
your debt will be payable not merely by the present number of 
inhabitants, but by that number swelled and increased by the natural 
population of the present inhabitants, by multitudes of emigrants 
daily arriving from other countries, and by the natural population 
of those successive emigrants, so that every person’s share of the debt 
will be constantly diminishing by others coming in to pay a proportion 
of it. 

These are advantages which none but young countries enjoy. 
The number of inhabitants in every country in Europe remains 
nearly the same from one century to another. No country will 
produce more people than it can subsist, and every country, if free 
and cultivated, will produce as many as it can maintain. Hence 
we may form some idea of the future population of these states. 
Extensive wildernesses, now scarcely known or explored, remain 
yet to be cultivated, and vast lakes and rivers, whose waters have for 
ages rolled in silence and obscurity to the ocean, are yet to hear the 
din of industry, become subservient to commerce, and boast delightful 
villas, gilded spires, and spacious cities rising on their banks. 

Thus much for the number of persons to pay the debt. The next 
point is their ability. They who enquire how many millions of acres 
are contained only in the settled part of North America, and how 
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much each acre is worth, will acquire very enlarged, and yet very 
inadequate ideas of the value of this country. But those who will 
earry their enquiries further, and learn that we heretofore paid an 
annual tax to Britam of 3,000,000 sterling in the way of trade, and 
still grew rich; that our commerce was then confined to her; that 
we were obliged to carry our commodities to her market, and conse- 
quently to sell them at her price; that we were compelled to purchase 
foreign commodities at her stores, and on her terms, and were forbid 
to establish any manufactories incompatible with her views of gain; 
that in future the whole world will be open to us, and we shall be at 
liberty to purchase from those who will sell on the best terms, and to 
sell to those who will give the best prices; that as the country increases 
in number of inhabitants and cultivation, the productions of the earth 
will be proportionably increased, and the riches of the whole pro- 
portionably greater. Whoever examines the force of these and 
similar observations, must smile at the ignorance of those who doubt 
the ability of the United States to redeem their bills. 

Let it also be remembered that paper money is the only kind of 
money which cannot ‘‘make unto itself wings and fly away.” It 
remains with us, it will not forsake us, it is always ready and at hand 
for the purpose of commerce or taxes, and every industrious man can 
find it. On the contrary, should Great Britain, like Nineveh (and 
for the same reason) yet find mercy and escape the storm ready to 
burst upon her, she will find her national debt in a very different 
situation; her territory diminished, her people wasted, her commerce 
ruined, her monopolies gone, she must provide for the discharge of 
her immense debt by taxes to be paid in specie, in gold or silver per- 
haps now buried in the mines of Mexico or Peru, or still concealed in 
the brooks and rivulets of Africa or Indostan. 

Having shewn that there is no reason to doubt the ability of the 
United States to pay their debt, let us next enquire whether as much 
ean be said for their inclination. 

Under this head three things are to be attended to: 

Ist. Whether and in what manner the faith of the United States 
has been pledged for the redemption of their bills: 

2d. Whether they have put themselves in a political capacity to 
redeem them; and, 

3d. Whether, admitting the two former propositions, there is any 
reason to apprehend a wanton violation of the public faith. 
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Ist. It must be evident to every man who reads the journals of 
Congress, or looks at the face of one of their bills, that Congress have 
pledged the faith of their constituents for the redemption of them. 
And it must be equally evident, not only that they had authority to 
do so, but that their constituents have actually ratified their acts by 
receiving their bills, passing laws establishing their currency, and 
punishing those who counterfeit them. So that it may with truth be 
said that the people have pledged their faith for the redemption of 
them, not only collectively by their representatives, but individually. 

2d. Whether the United States have put themselves in a political 
capacity to redeem their bills, is a question which calls for more full 
discussion. 

Our enemies, as well foreign as domestic, have labored to raise 
doubts on this head. They argue that the confederation of the states 
remains yet to be perfected; that the union may be dissolved, Con- 
gress be abolished, and each state, resuming its delegated powers, 
proceed in future to hold and exercise all the rights of sovereignty 
appertaining to an independent state. In such an event, say they, 
the continental bills of credit, created and supported by the union, 
would die with it. This position being assumed, they next proceed 
to assert this event to be probable, and in proof of it, urge our divyi- 
sions, our parties, our separate interests, distinct manners, former 
prejudices, and many other arguments equally plausible and equally 
fallacious. Examine this matter. 

For every purpose essential to the defence of these states in the 
progress of the present war, and necessary to the attainment of the 
objects of it, these states now are as fully, legally, and absolutely con- 
federated as it is possible for them to be. Read the credentials of the 
different delegates who composed the Congress in 1774, 1775, and 
part of 1776. You will find that they establish an union for the 
express purpose of opposing the oppressions of Britain, and obtaining 
redress of grievances. On the 4th of July, 1776, your representatives 
in Congress, perceiving that nothing less than unconditional submis- 
sion would satisfy our enemies, did, in the name of the people of the 
thirteen United Colonies, declare them to be free and independent 
states, and ‘‘for the support of that declaration, with a firm reliance 
on the protection of Divine Providence, did mutually pledge to each 
other their LrvEs, their roRTUNES, and their SACRED HONOR.” Was 
ever confederation more formal, more solemn, or explicit? It has 
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been expressly assented to and ratified by every state in the union. 
Accordingly, for the direct support of this declaration, that is, for 
the support of the independence of these states, armies have been 
raised, and bills of credit emitted and loans made to pay and supply 
them. The redemption, therefore, of these bills, the payment of 
these debts, and the scttlement of the accounts of the several states 
for expenditures or services for the common benefit, and in this com- 
mon cause, are among the objects of this confederation; and conse- 
quently, while all or any of its objects remain unattained, it cannot, 
so far as it may respect such objects, be dissolved, consistent with the 
laws of God or man. 

But we are persuaded, and our enemies will find that our union is 
not to end here. They are mistaken when they suppose us kept to- 
gether only by a sense of present danger. It is a fact which they only 
will dispute, that the people of these states were never so cordially 
united as at thisday. By having been obliged to mix with each other, 
former prejudices have worn off, and their several manners become 
blended. A sense of common permanent interest, mutual affection 
(having been brethren in affliction,) the ties of consanguinity daily 
extending, constant reciprocity of good offices, similarity in language, 
in governments, and therefore in manners, the importance, weiglit 
and splendor of the union, all conspire in forming a strong chain of 
connexion, which must forever bind us together. The United Prov- 
inces of the Netherlands and the United Cantons of Switzerland be- 
came free and independent under circumstances very like ours: their 
independence has been long established, and yet their confederacics 
continue in full vigor. What reason can be assigned why our union 
should be less lasting? or why should the people of these states be 
supposed less wise than the inhabitants of those? You are not unin- 
formed that a plan for a perpetual confedcration has been prepared 
and that twelve of the thirteen states have already acceded to it. 
But enough has becn said to shew that for every purpose of the pres- 
ent war, and all things incident to it, there does at present exist a 
perfect solemn confederation, and therefore that the states now are 
and always will be in political capacity to redeem their bills, pay 
their debts and settle their accounts. 

3d. Whether, admitting the ability and political capacity of the 
United States to redeem their bills, there is any reason to apprehend 
a wanton violation of the public faith? 
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It is with great regret and reluctance that we can prevail upon our- 
selves to take the least notice of a question which involves in it a 
doubt so injurious to the honor and dignity of America. 

The enemy, aware that the strength of America lay in the union of 
her citizens, and the wisdom and integrity of those to whom they com- 
mitted the direction of their affairs, have taken unwearied pains to 
disunite and alarm the people, to depreciate the abilities and virtue 
of their rulers, and to impair the confidence reposed in them by their 
constituents. To this end,.repeated attempts have been made to draw 
an absurd and fanciful line of distinction between the Congress and 
the people, and to create an opinion and a belief that their interests 
and views were different and opposed. Hence the ridiculous tales, 
the invidious insinuations, and the whimsical suspicions that have 
been forged and propagated by disguised emissaries and traitors in 
the garb of patriots. Hence has proceeded the notable discovery that 
as the Congress made the money they also can destroy it; and that it 
will exist no Jonger than they find it convenient to permit it. It is 
not surprising that in a free country, where the tongues and pens of 
such people are and must be licensed, such political heresies should 
be inculeated and diffused, but it 1s really astonishing that the mind 
of a single virtuous citizen in America should be influenced by them. 
It certainly cannot be necessary to remind you that your representa- 
tives here are chosen from among yourselves; that you are or ought 
to be acquainted with their several characters; that they are sent 
here to speak your sentiments, and that it is constantly in your power 
to remove such as do not. You surely are convinced that it is no 
more in their power to annihilate your money than your independence, 
and that any act of theirs for either of those purposes would be null 
and void. 

We should pay an ill compliment to the understanding and honor 
of every true American, were we to adduce many arguments to shew 
the baseness or bad policy of violating our national faith, or omitting 
to pursue the measures necessary to preserve it. A bankrupt faith- 
less republic would be a novelty in the political world, and appear 
among reputable nations like a common prostitute among chaste and 
respectable matrons. The pride of America revolts from the idea: 
her citizens know for what purposes these emissions were made, and 
have repeatedly plighted their faith for the redemption of them; they 
are to be found in every man’s possession, and every man is interested 
in their being redeemed: they must therefore entertain a high opinion 
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of Amcrican credulity, who suppose the people capable of believing, 
on due reflection, that all America will, against the faith, the honor 
and the interest of all America, be ever prevailed upon to counte- 
nance, support or permit so ruinous, so disgraceful a measure. We 
are convinced that the efforts and arts of our enemies will not be 
wanting to draw us into this humiliating and contemptible situation. 
hhnpelled by malice, and the suggestions of chagrin and disappoint- 
ment, at not being able to bend our necks to their yoke, they will 
endeavour to force or seduce us to commit this unpardonable sim, in 
order to subject us to the punishment due to it, and that we may 
thenceforth be a reproach and a bye word among the nations. Ap- 
prized of these consequences, knowing the value of national character, 
and impressed with a due sense of the mmutable laws of justice and 
honor, it is impossible that America should think without horror of 
such an execrable deed. 

If then neither our abihty or inclination to discharge the pubhe 
debt are justly questionable, let our conduct correspond with this 
confidence, and let us rescue our credit from its present i1mputa- 
tions. Had the attention of America to this object been unre- 
mitted, had taxes been seasonably imposed and collected, had 
proper loans been made, lad laws been passed and executed for 
pumishing those who maliciously endeavoured to mjure the public 
eredit; had these and many other things equally necessary been 
done, and had our currency, notwithstanding all these efforts, 
declined to its present degree of depreciation, our case would indeed 
have been deplorable. But as these exertions have not been made, 
we may yet expcrience the good effects which naturally result from 
them. Our former negligences therefore should now animate us 
with hope, and teach us not to despair of removing by vigilance 
and application the evils which supineness and inattention have 
produced. 

It has been already observed, that in order to prevent the further 
natural depreciation of our bills, we have resolved to stop the press, 
and to call upon you for supphes by loans and taxes. You are in 
capacity to afford them, and are bound by the strongest ties to do 
it. Leave us not therefore without supplies, nor let in that flood 
of evils which would follow from such a neglect. It would be an 
event most grateful to our enemies, and depend upon it they will 
redouble their artifices and industry to compass it. Be therefore 
upon your guard, and examine well the policy of every measure 
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and the evidence of every report that may be proposed or men- 
tioned to you before you adopt the one or believe the other. Rec- 
ollect that it is the price of the hberty, the peace and the safety of 
yourselves and posterity, that now is required; that peace, hberty 
and safety, for the attainment and security of which, you have so 
often and so solemnly declared your readiness to sacrifice your lives 
and fortunes. The war, though drawing fast to a successful issue, 
still rages. Disdain to leave the whole business of your defence to 
your ally. Be mindful that the brightest prospects may be clouded, 
and that prudence bids us be prepared for every event. Provide, 
therefore, for continuing your armies in the field till victory and 
peace shall lead them home, and avoid the reproach of permitting 
the currency to depreciate in your hands, when by yielding a part 
to taxes and loans, the whole might have been appreciated and 
preserved. Humanity as well as justice makes this demand upon 
you, the complaints of ruined widows, and the cries of fatherless 
children, whose whole support has been placed in your hands and 
melted away, have doubtless reached you: take care that they 
ascend no Ingher. Rouse, therefore, strive who shall do most for 
his country; re-kindle that flame of patriotism which at the men- 
tion of disgrace and slavery blazed throughout America, and ani- 
mated all her citizens. Determine to finish the contest as you 
began it, honestly and gloriously. Let it never be said that Amer- 
ica had no sooner become independent than she became insolvent, 
or that her infant glories and growing fame were obscured and 
tarnished by broken contracts and violated faith, in the very hour 
when all the nations of the earth were admiring and almost adoring 
the splendor of her rising. 
By the unanimous order of Congress, 
JOHN Jay, President. 
PHILADELPHIA, September 13th, 1779. 


Ordered, That two hundred copies be printed, in order to 
be sent to the several states. 

Ordered, That the same be translated into German, and 
two hundred copies in that language struck off. 

Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 1779 


Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer, a delegate from the 
State of Maryland, attended, and took his seat in Congress. 

A inemorial of the proprietors of a tract of land called 
Indiana, signed on behalf of the proprietors, and as their 
agent, by George Morgan, was read, stating 


That on the 3d day of November, 1768, at a general congress 
with the Six Nations and other Indians, held at Fort Stanwix, in 
consideration of the sum of £85,916 10 8, the amount of the value 
of the damages sustained by the traders, the said Six United and 
Independent Nations, the true and absolute owners and proprictors, 
did grant a tract of land called Indiana, described as follows, viz. 
Beginning at the southerly side of the mouth of Little Kenhawa 
creck, where it empties itself into the river Ohio, and running from 
thence south east to the Laurel Hill, thence along the Laurel Hill 
until it strikes the river Monongahela, thence down the stream of 
the said river Monongahela, according to the several courses thereof, 
to the southern boundary line of the province of Pensylvania, thence 
westerly along the course of the said province boundary hne, as far 
as the same shall extend, and from thence by the same course to 
the river Ohio, thence down the said river Ohio, according to the 
several courses thereof, to the place of beginning: that the said 
tract of land, thus obtained for so valuable a consideration, and 
with every circuinstence of notoriety and authority that can give 
validity to any grant, was afterwards (as being included within the 
bounds of a larger tract of land called Vandalia,) by order of the 
king of Great Britain in council, before the declaration of the inde- 
pendency of these United States, separated from the dominion 
which, in right of the crown, Virginia claimed over it. And there- 
fore the memorialists are advised, that the said traet of country 
cannot remain subject to the jurisdiction of Virginia or any par- 
ticular state, but of the whole United States in Congress assembled: 
that some acts of the State of Virginia, directing the sale of the 
lands in question, to commence in October next, for the particular 
benefit of that State, seem intended to prevent and defeat the inter- 
position of Congress, aud therefore praying this honourable House 
to take the distressed case of the memorialists Into speedy consid- 
eration, and that such order may be directed as may be thought 
proper to stay Virginia in the sale of the lands in question, till Vir- 
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ginia, as well as the memorialists, can be heard before this honour- 
able House, and the whole rights of the owners of the tract of land 
called Vandalia, of which Indiana is a part, shall be ascertained in 
such @ manner as may tend to support the sovereignty of the United 
States and the just rights of individuals therein. 

Also a memorial of William Trent, in behalf of Thomas 
Walpole and his associates, claiming a right to the tract of 
land called Vandalia, was read.’ 

A motion was made by Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder, seconded 
by Mr. [John] Fell, that the first memorial, signed by George 
Morgan, be referred to a committee. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
[Nathaniel] Scudder, 











New Hampshire, Delaware, 
Mr. Langdon, no } no Mr. Dickinson, ay 
Massachusetts Bay, M‘Kean, ay ay 

Mr. Gerry, no Maryland, 

Holten, ay | no Mr. Carmichael, ay 
Partridge, no Forbes, ay } ay 
Rhode Island, Jenifer, ay 
Mr. Marchant, ay oF Virginia, 
Collins, ay Mr. Smith, no 
Connecticut, Griffin, no 
Mr. Beek ay | - Fleming, no a 
pencer, ay Mercer, no 
New York, North Carolina, 

Mr. Jay, no ae Mr. Harnett, no 

Lewis, ay Sharpe, no | “a 
New Jersey, South Carolina, 

Mr. Scudder, ay Mr. Laurens, no 
Fell, ay ; ay Mathews, no | rr: 
Houston, ay 

Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Shippen, LY 
Atlee, ay 
Searle, ay ey 
Muhlenberg, ay 


‘This memorial, dated September 11, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 41, X, folio 79. 
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So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
Resolved, That the committee consist of five. 
Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1779. 


The delegates of North Carolina laid before Congress a 
letter from Brigadier General Hogan, which was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of this day, from the hon”® Sieur Gérard, minister 
plenipotentiary of France, was read, desiring, in the course 
of this week, an audience, in order that he may take his 
leave: * 

Resolved, That Friday next be assigned for granting a 
private audience to the hon’® Sieur Gerard, minister pleni- 
potentiary of France, in order to his taking leave. 

Resolved, That this private audience be in full Congress. 

Another letter, of this day, from the said Minister Pleni- 
potentiary, was read, informing that “he has constituted the 
Sieur James Wilson advocate general of the Freneh nation, 
in order that he may be charged with all the causes and 
matters relative to navigation and eommerce.”’ 

A letter, of 5, from J. Wadsworth, commissary general, to 
the committee of Congress appointed to superintend that 
department, was read: ’ 

Ordered, That it be referred baek to the said committee. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Mr. [John] Jay, one of the delegates for the State of New 
York, on his application, for three thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable. 


' This letter is printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the American Revolution 
(Wharton), IIT, 315. 
? This Ictter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXIV, folio 79. 
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That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
S[amuel] Huntington, one of the delegates for the State of 
Connecticut, on his application, for two thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Colonel 
B. Flower, commissary general of military stores, on the 
application of the Board of War and Ordnance, for five 
hundred thousand dollars, for the use of his department, to 
be issued from time to time from the Treasury as the necessi- 
ties of the department shall require; for which the said 
commissary general is to be accountable.’ 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
N{athaniel] Scudder, one of the delegates for the State of 
New Jersey, on his application, for one thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Richard 
Philips, steward to the President of Congress, for five thou- 
sand dollars, on his application; for which he is to be 


accountable.’ 
TREASURY OFFICE, September 15, 1779. 


The Committee on the Treasury, having considered a Letter, of the 
13 instant, from Anthony Butler Esq", Agent for Genera] Mifflm, 
late Quarter Master General, enelosing another, of the 29‘? of August 
last, from James Thompson, Assistant Quartermaster General, 
together with an abstract of Wages due to the Waggon Department 
while under the direction of Genera} Mifflin, amounting to 12.000 
dollars, and requesting a warrant for this sum, beg leave to report the 
following resolution: 


That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Major 
General Mifflin, late quarter master general, for twelve 
thousand dollars, on the application of Anthony Butler, Esq. 
his agent, to enable the said General Mifflin to discharge 


1 This report, dated September 11, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 633. 

2 This report, dated September 13, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 637. 
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agreeable to an estimate of James Thomson, assistant quarter 
master general, the wages due to the waggon department, 
while under his direetion; and for which General Mifflin ts to 
be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on Nicholas Gilman, Esq. commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office in New Hampshire, in 
favour of Lydia Emerson, administratrix of Moses Emerson, 
deceased, late eommissioner of aecounts for the middle 
department, for one thousand dollars, being the sum allowed 
to eaeh of his colleagues, James Stevenson and Samuel 
Downe, Esquires, and that the account of the said Moses 
Emerson be credited for three hundred and eighty two dollars 
and 30/90, being the amount of his funeral eharges. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of the 
delegates for the State of South Carolina, on their applica- 
tion, for ten thousand dollars; for which the said State is to 
be accountable. 

That the warrant issued the first instant, in favour of 
Joseph Carleton, pay master to the Board of War and 
Ordnance, for one million of dollars, be caneelled; and that 
in lieu thereof a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, Esq. com- 
missioner of the continental loan office in Pensylvania, for 
six hundred thousand dollars and another warrant on the 
treasurer, for four hundred thousand dollars, in favour of the 
said Joseph Carleton, to be applied by the Board of War to 
the purchases of cloathing for the army; the said Joseph 
Carleton to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
Wiilliam] Whipple, one of the delegates for the State of New 
Hampshire, on his application, for three thousand dollars; 
for which the said State is to be accountable. 

The Committee on the Treasury, having according to order eon- 
sidered a letter, of the 2“ of August last, from General Washington, 


enclosing one of the 21% of August from Colonel Richard Butler, beg 
leave further to report: 
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Resolved, That a copy of Colonel Butler’s letter of the 21 
August, which was enclosed in General Washington’s letter 
of the 23 of the said month, and referred to the Board of 
Treasury, be transmitted to the auditors of the main army, 
who are directed to allow him 2316 dollars, the sum men- 
tioned in his letter, on his making oath to the facts set forth 
in the same.’ 

TREASURY OFFICE, September 10", 1779. 

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was referred a letter of 
the 8 instant from the Board of War, the first part of which repre- 
sents the impropriety of making them accountable for the monies 
granted by warrants from Congress for the purposes of purchasing 
necessaries for the army, and requests that the stile of a warrant of 
the first instant issued in their favour for one million of dollars, to 
enable them to purchase Cloathing for the Army for which they stand 
accountable, may be altered and that Joseph Carleton, their pay 
master, may be made accountable, for the same, having considered 
that part of said Letter beg leave to report 


Resolved, That all applications in future for moneys for the 
use of the different departments under the direction of the 
Board of War, be made to the Treasury by the pay master of 
the said Board, who is instructed to have them previously 
certified by the Board of War; and that for all sums granted 
in consequence of such applications the said pay master be 
accountable.’ 

The commissioners report, 

That there is due to the reverend Mr. Lotbinier chaplain 
to Colonel Livingston’s regiment, for his pay and subsistance, 
from the 11th to the 31st August last, inclusive, 21 days, at 
sixty dollars per month, forty two dollars: ° 

Ordered, That the said account be paid. 

Ordered, That the report of the commissioners on the 
accounts of John Baynton, pay master in the western district, 


1 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 111, folio 653. 

2 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, ITI, folio 629. 

3 This report, dated September 14, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 136, III, folio 645. 
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be referred to the Board of Treasury, who are empowered 
and directed to take order thereon. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on further ways and means of supplying the treasury, 
and some time being spent thereon, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16, 1779 


A memorial from Captain William Macpherson was read; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a brevet of major in the army of the United 
States be granted to William Macpherson, and that, while in 
actual service, he receive the pay and subsistence of a major. 

Ordered, That Major Macpherson repair to the southern 
army, and receive the orders of Major General Lincoln, or the 
commanding officer in that department for the time being. 

A letter, of the 15th, from Colonel Knobelauch was read;' 
Whereupon, 

The committee to whom his memorial was referred, brought 
in a report, which was taken into consideration; and there- 
upon Congress came to the following resolution: 

The Committee to whom was referred the letter from Col. Knob- 
lauch of September 4, 1779, report: 

That it appears Colonel Knoblauch was strongly recommended to 
Congress and General Washington, by Dr. Franklin and William Lee 
Esqrs. His certificates evincing at the same time, that he is a gallant, 
skilful and experieneed officer. 

That Colonel Knoblauch be informed, that although Congress enter- 
tain a high opinion of his merit, yet they find it impracticable to 
employ him in the armies of the United States agreeable to his wishes. 

That Col. Knaublauch reeeive the thanks of Congress for his zeal in 
the Cause of America and his Willingness to serve in the army of the 


U. States. 


‘The memorial of Macpherson is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, 
VI, folio 145; the letter of Knobelauch is in No. 78, XIII, folio 519. 
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Resolved, That although Colonel Knoblauch brought with 
him very respectable recommendations to a member of Con- 
gress, and to General Washington, yet it is inconsistent with 
the arrangement of the army to employ him agreable to his 
wishes. 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a proper sense of Colonel 
Knoblauch’s zeal for the cause of America, and that the sum 
of 10,000 dollars be paid to Colonel Knoblauch, in order to 
defray his expences to Europe, and those incurred during his 
residence in America.’ 

Resolved, That the order of 26 August, in favor of Colonel 
Knoblauch, be cancelled. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter from 
Major Widdersheim, brought in a report; Whereupon, 


War OFFIcE, September 15, 1779. 

The Board having examined the memorial and credentials there- 
with referred by Major Widdersheim, beg leave to report, 

That it appears he holds the rank set forth in his memorial; but as 
we are unacquainted with the encouragement given in Europe as he 
alleges in the year 1776, we cannot pretend to say what operation it 
should have. But it should seem that the period is too distant for 
any public offers then made to have effect at this day, so as to operate 
as an obligation upon the United States to give employment to officers, 
coming here at this stage of the war. Be this as it may, we are con- 
vineed Major Widdersheim cannot be introduced into the line of the 
army advantageously either to himself or the United States. We 
therefore propose that it be, 


Resolved, That Major Widdersheim be informed that tho’ 
Congress entertain a proper sense of his offer to enter into 
the service of these States, yet it is impracticable to employ 
him in the line of the Army consistent with the arrangement 
thereof. 


1 This report, in the writing of Frederick A. Muhlenberg, is in the Papers of the 
Continental Congress, No. 19, III, folio 3734. What is printed in large type was an 
amendment, and is on folio 373, in the writing of John Jay. 
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On conversing with Major Widdersheim, we find that there is the 
greatest reason to believe he was induced by the publication he men- 
tions, to think he could obtain employment in this Country. He says 
he lost his baggage in coming from Holland to St Ustatias by ship- 
wreck. He appears to be a modest, sensible man, and so reasonable 
as to acknowledge, on the cireumstances of our army being stated to 
him, that he ought not to expect rank therein, in violation of the 
rights of our own officers, many of whorn he must of course command 
if gratified in his wishes of preferment. He is therefore satisfied to 
return home with the disappointment, but thinks it hard he should 
have no indemnification for his losses, as his family is large, and they 
will be injured by his disbursements on his voyage. Nor is it possible 
for him to get to Europe without the assistance of the United States, 
as lie has little money and no friends. We therefore beg leave to sub- 
mit to Congress whether it would not be proper that the sum of 
Dollars be paid to Major Widdersheim to enable him to return to 
Europe.! 


A letter, of this day, from William Palfrey, pay master 
general, was read,’ informing that John Baynton has resigned 
the office of pay master for the western distriet, and that it is 
necessary another person be appointed to sueceed him; 
Whereupon, 

Congress proceeded to an election, and the ballots being 
taken, John Boreman was elected deputy pay master for the 
western district, in the room of Mr. John Baynton, resigned. 

Ordered, That the letter be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The Committee of Commerce, to whom was referred the 
letter of P. Pennet, brought in a report, 

Ordered, That it be re-committed, and that the committee 
take order thereon. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on further ways and means for supplying the 
Treasury, and some time being spent thereon, 

Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, JI, folio 459. 
* This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 165, folio 513. 
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 1779 


A letter, of 12, from General Washington, was read. 

A letter, of 7, from Major General Gates, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 11, from Major General Baron de Kalb, was 
read :’ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Resolved, That two members be appointed to introduce 
the Minister to the private audience: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Henry] Laurens and Mr. [Daniel 
of St. Thomas] Jenifer. 

The Minister being introduced, took his leave in a speech, 
of which the following is a translation: 


GENTLEMEN: The King my master, having been pleased to attend 
to the representations which my ill state of health obliged me to 
make to him, his Majesty has granted me leave to return. At the 
same time he has taken care to send a new Minister Plenipotentiary 
to America, that there may be no interruption in his care to culti- 
vate a mutual friendship. I must leave it to the abilities of Mons 
the Chevalier de la Luzerne to explain to you his majesty's senti- 
ments, and confine myself, at this time, in testifying to you, gentle- 
men, the satisfaction L shall have in rendering him an account of the 
occurrences which I have been witness of for more than a year during 
my residence with you. His majesty will thereby perceive the 
sentiments with which your councils are animated and governed, 
your wisdom, your firmness, your attachment to the alliance, and 
your zeal for the prosperity of the common cause and the two nations 
respectively. He will see with pleasure that that inestimable union, 
which constitutes the principal force and weight of the confederacy, 
reigns among the United States; that the citizens are so far from 
being wanting in zeal and spirit to repel incursions which can have 
no other object than a barbarous devastation, that there is not an 
American who is not sensible of the necessity of concurring to humble 


1 Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VII, folio 
755; de Kalb’s letter, in No. 164, folio 330. 
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stil] further and weaken the common enemy, by efforts proportionate 
to the importance of happily terminating a glorious revolution, and of 
securing, as speedily as possible, to the United States of America, by 
a solid and honourable peace, the inestimable advantages of liberty 
and independence, which is the essential and fundamental object of 
the alliance and of the war kindled and rendered necessary by 
England. 

It only remains for me, gentlemen, to offer you as a body and as 
individuals, the tribute of my thanks for the marks of confidence and 
esteem, and also of attention which I have received from you; I have 
always endeavoured to deserve them by the most sincere and zealous 
attachment to the interests and dignity of the United States, as well 
as to the principles and sentiments resulting from the alliance. I 
have not been wanting in zeal for every thing that could have any 
relation to that object, and that could farther cement the connex- 
ions, whether political or personal, between the two nations. The 
most flattering recompence of all my labours would be the testimony 
of your satisfaction. 


To which the President, in behalf of Congress, returned 
the following answer: 


Sir: We receive with much concern the intimation you have given 
us, that the bad state of your health obhges you to leave America: 
though at the same time we are sensible of the continued friendly 
care of his most Christian Majesty in sending a new Minister Pleni- 
potentiary to these states. 

Great as our regret is in thus parting with you, yet it affords us 
pleasure to think how well-disposed you are to improve the favour- 
able opportunities you will have on your return to France, of evincing 
to his Majesty the reality of those sentiments on our part, which may 
justly be termed the animating principles of the United States. 

By such representations the King will be assured, that the citizens 
of these states observe, with the most lively satisfaction, the repeated 
instances of his amity for them; that they regard the alliance as an 
inestimable connexion, endeared to them by the purity of the motives 
on which it was founded, the advantages derived from it, and the 
blessings it promises to both nations; that their resolution of securing 
its essential objects, liberty and independence, is unalterable; that 
they are determined by all the exertions in their power to advance 
the common cause, and to demonstrate that while they are attentive 
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to their own interests, they as ardently desire to approve themselves 
not only faithful but affectionate allies. 

By a residence of more than a year near Congress, you are enabled 
to form a competent judgment of the difficulties we have had to 
encounter as well as of our efforts to remove them. 

Sir, we should be deficient in the respect due to distinguished merit, 
if we should fail to embrace this opportunity of testifying the high 
esteem which you have obtained throughout this country by your 
public and private conduct. You have happily combined a vigilant 
devotion for the dignity and interest of our most excellent and illus- 
trious ally, with a zealous attachment to the honor and welfare of 
these states. 

Your prudence, integrity, ability and diligence in discharging the 
eminent trust reposed in you, have secured our entire confidence, and 
now solicit from us the strongest declarations of our satisfaction in 
your behaviour. 

That you may be blessed with a favourable voyage, the appro- 
bation of your sovereign, the perfect recovery of your health, and all 
happiness, is among the warmest wishes of every member of this 
body. 

The Marine Committee report, 

“That it will be for the public benefit that Lieutenant 
Thomas Simpson, now commander of the ship Ranger, be 
appointed a captain in the navy of the United States.” 

On the question to agree to this report, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [James] Mercer, 








New Hampshire, New York, 

Mr. Whipple, BY Mr. Jay, no 
Peabody, ay } ay Lewis, no 7 
Langdon, ay New Jersey, 

Massachusetts Bay, Mr. Witherspoon, no 
Mr. Holten, no | , Seudder, no i 
Partridge, ay Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Mr. Armstrong, no 
Mr. Marchant, ay } ay Atlee, no } no 
Connecticut, Searle, ay 

Mr. Huntington, ay Delaware, 

Root, no | no Mr. Dickinson, no } no 
Spencer, no 
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Maryland, North Carolina, 

Mr. Forbes, no Mr. Harnett, no 

Jenifer, no f°” Sharpe, no i 
Virgimea, South Carolina, 

Mr. Smith, no Mr. Laurens, no 
Griffin, no Mathews, no ad 
Mercer, no f"° 
Fitzhugh, no 


So it passed in the negative. 

The Marine Committee, to whom was referred the letter 
from Admiral Arbuthnot, dated at New York, the 30th 
August, 1779, report, 

That on an enquiry they find there is a person of the name 
of Wellbank now in the prison of this eity, who was taken a 
pilot of the sloop Hotham; that there is also in the said prison 
a person of the name of Papley: that those persons, as well as 
other prisoners in general, are in comfortable rooms, pro- 
vided with good provisions, and indulged with the liberty of 
the yard at eertain hours every day, and are not “in close and 
eruel confinement,’ as is suggested in the Admiral’s letter: 

Resolved, That the President return an answer to Admiral 
Arbuthnot, and enelose him a copy of the foregoing report 

The Marine Committee, to whom was referred a letter of 
27 August, from Governor Livingston, enelosing a letter from 
Mr. Museo Livingston, report, 

That it is not eligible to employ Mr. Museo Livingston in 
the way he proposed, and recommend that his letter and 
eertifieate be returned to Governor Livingston: 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 

On motion of Mr. [Henry] Laurens, seconded by Mr. [John] 
Armstrong, 

Resolved, That in consideration of the distinguished merit 
of Lieutenant Colonel Talbot, a eommission of captain in the 
navy of the United States be given him, but that his pay and 
rations as lieutenant colonel cease while actually employed 
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in the navy; and that the Marine Committee be directed to 
provide a proper vessel for him as soon as possible. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That five million one hundred and eighty dollars 
be emitted on the faith of the United States, and under the 
direction of the Board of Treasury, in bills of credit of the 
following denominations, viz. 





27,028 bills of 80 dollars, 2, 162, 240 
27,028 do. 70 1, 891, 960 
27,028 do. 20 540, 560 
27,028 do. 5 135, 140 
27,028 do. 4 108, 112 
97,028 do. 3 $1, 084 
27,028 do. 2 54, 056 
27,028 do. 1 27, 028 

5, 000, 180 


That the said bills, excepting the numbers, be of the same 
tenor and date as those emitted the 17 day of July last, and 
be numbered from the last number in each respective denomi- 
nation progressively. 

Resolved, That a farther sum of ten million and eighty dol- 
lars, be emitted under the direction of the Board of Treasury, 
and on the faith of the United States, in bills of credit, of the 
following denominations, viz. 


26,316 bills of 65 dollars, 1, 710, 540 
26,316 do. 60 1, 578, 960 
26,316 do. 55 1, 447, 380 
26,316 do. 50 1, 315, 800 
26,316 do. 45 1, 184, 220 
26,316 do. 40 1, 052, 640 
26,316 do. 35 921, 060 
26,316 do. 30 789, 480 


10, 000, 080 
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That the said bills, excepting the numbers, be of the 
same tenor and date as the emissions directed on the 14th of 
January last, and be numbered from the last number in 
every denomination progressively. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Commerce forthwith report 
a proper allowance for the commercial and other continental 
agents in these United States, and that the Marine Committee 
and Committee of Commerce direct their respective agents 
forthwith to render their accounts in order for settlement. 

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was referred the 
letter of Sth, from the Board of War, brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a just sense of the exer- 
tions of the Board of War, in superintending and directing 
the necessary purchases of cloathing for the army, and of 
their constant attention to that important business, and that 
it is necessary the Board should, for the present campaign, 
and until some more expedient arrangement can be adopted, 
provide by every means in their power, and upon the best 
terms they are able, the necessary supplies of cloathing as 
aforesaid.’ 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in another report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. J[oseph] Spencer, one of the delegates for the State of 
Connecticut, on his application, for three thousand dollars; 
for which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
[I’'rederick] Muhlenberg, one of the delegates for the State of 
Pensylvania, on his application, for fifteen hundred dollars; 
for which the said State is to be accountable. 


1This report, dated September 14, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 641. 
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That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of the dele- 
gates for the State of North Carolina, on their application, for 
sixty thousand dollars, for the purpose of purchasing sundry 
articles for the immediate use of the North Carolina troops in 
the continental army; and for which the said State is to be 
accountable. 

That a warrant issue on Nicholas Gilman, Esq. commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office, for the State of New 
Hampshire, in favour of Lydia Emerson, administratrix of 
Moses Emerson, Esq. deceased, late commissioner of accounts 
for the middle department, for three hundred and eighty two 
dollars and 30/90 of a dollar, being the amount of the funeral 
charges of the said Moses Emerson, deceased, for which sum 
his account was ordered to be credited by a resolution of 
Congress of the 15th instant.’ 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, Esq. commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office, for the State of Pen- 
sylvania, in favour of Major General Greene, Q. M. General, 
on the application of Charles Pettit, assistant quarter master 
general, for four hundred thousand dollars, for the use of his 
department, for which the said General Greene is to be 
accountable.’ 

The Medical Committee, to whom was referred the letter 
of the 2d, from the Minister Plenipotentiary of France, 
brought in a report: 

Ordered, That it be re-committed, and that they take order 
thereon. 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of the 
committees of Cumberland county, together with instructions 
from the senate and assembly of the State of New York to 


1This report, dated September 16, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 657. 

*This report, dated September 17, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 661. 
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their delegates in Congress, and other papers accompanying 
the same, brought in a report: 


The Committee, to whom was referred the petition of the Com- 
mittees from Cumberland county, together with instructions from 
the Senate and Assembly of the State of New York to their Delegates 
in Congress, and other papers accompanying the same, beg leave to 
report: 

That they have perused and maturely considered the several papers 
aforesaid, and are of opmion, that the propositions and concessions 
in the same contained on the part of the State of New York, appear 
to be a sufficient foundation for the mediation of Congress between 
that State, the States of New Hampshire and Massachusetts Bay, 
and the inhabitants of the tract of country, known by the naine of 
the New Hampshire Grants, and lately stiling themselves the State of 
Vermont; and they conceive that the controversy between the several 
parties is of such a nature as requires the immediate interposition of 
Congress. 

Your Committee further report, That they have not been able to 
find any Act or Vote of Congress, which countenances the people of 
the New Hampshire Grants in assuming the rights or name of an 
independent State; but on the contrary conceive that by certain 
Resolves of the 30th day of June, 1777, on the subject, every Idea of 
that sort must be excluded. 

Upon the whole therefore, they humbly submit the following 
Resolves for the consideration of Congress: 

That Congress will proceed to bear and determine all matters in 
variance between the States of New York, New Hampshire, Massa- 
chusetts Bay, and the people claiming to be the State of Vermont, 
which have been submitted to them, both with respect to jurisdiction 
and soil, on Monday the day of next; of which notice shall 
be given to the parties by delivering them respectively a copy hereof 
on or before the day of October next. 

That a copy of the petition from the townships in Cumberland 
county, and of the instructions from the General Assembly of New 
York to their Delegates in Congress, dated at Kingston, the 27th day 
of August last, be ikewise transmitted to the States of New Hamp- 
shire and Massachusetts Bay, and the people claiming to be the State 
of Vermont. 
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That it be recommended to the people claiming to be the State of 
Vermont, to cease and desist from the exercise of any authority or 
power whatsoever over any person or persons, or their property, 
who acknowledge the jurisdiction of New York, New Hampshire, or 
Massachusetts Bay, until the beforementioned controversy shall be 
heard and determined by Congress.’ 

Ordered, That Monday next be assigned for the considera- 
tion thereof. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
Committee on farther ways and means for supplying the 
treasury; after debate, 

Resolved, That it be referred to a committee of the whole. 

Resolved, That on Tuesday next Congress be resolved into 
a committee of the whole to consider the said report. 

The Marine Committee laid before Congress a letter, of 8, 
from the navy board in the eastern district and one, of , 
from Captain 8. Nicholson. 

Ordered, That the letter from the navy board be referred 
to the Marine Committee, and that they take order thereon. 

That the letter from Captain Nicholson be referred to the 
Committee of Intelligence. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the amendment on 
the first proviso, when, 

A motion was made to extend the amendment by 
striking out “and,”’ and what follows to the end of the 
proviso. 

The question put, 

Passed in the affirmative; and the words were struck 
out. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Meriwether] Smith, 
seconded by Mr. [William] Sharp, in lieu of the words 
struck out to insert, “and some convenient port or 


1 This report, in the writing of Thomas McKean, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 41, I, folio 267. 
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“ports, on the said river below the thirty-first degree 
“north latitude, free for all merchant vessels, goods, 
“wares, and merchandise, except for such articles as 
“may be enumerated and agreed upon as contraband.”’ 

On the question to insert those words, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [Meriwether] Smith, 


New Hampshire, 


Delaware, 


Mr. Peabody, ay } av Mr. Dickinson, no } no 
Massachusetts Bay, Maryland, 
Mr. Holten, no Mr. Forbes, no 
Partridge, no we Jenifer, no J ° 
Rhode Island, Virginia, 
Mr. Collins, no } no Mr. Smith, ay 
Connecticut, Fleming, ay 
Mr. Huntington, no Griffin, ay tay 
Root, no | no Mercer, ay 
Speneer, no Fitzhugh, ay 
New York, North Carolina, 
Mr. Jay, ay Mr. Harnett, Ly aa 
Lewis, ay ae Sharpe, ay | °° 
New Jersey, South Carolina, 
Mr. Witherspoon, no { no Mr. Laurens, no | 
Pennsylvania, Mathews, no J 7° 
Mr. Armstrong, no 
Sluppen, Hou 
Atlee, ay an 
Muhlenberg, ay 


So it passed in the negative. 


On motion, 


resolved, That the remaining part of the first pro- 
viso be amended by striking out the words, “ His cath- 
“olick majesty shall grant to;” and after “states,” 
inserting “shall enjoy,” so that it read, “ Provided 
“always, that the United States shall enjoy the free 
“navigation of the river Mississippi into and from the 
~ sea,” 
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Question put, passed in the affirmative. 

Question put to agree to the proviso as amended, 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. 
[Samuel] Huntington, 

Resolved, That the second proviso be postponed. 

On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr. 
[Meriwether] Smith, 

Resolved, That the resolution passed on Saturday last 
be reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. 
[Meriwether] Smith, 

Resolved, That the resolution be amended by strik- 
ing out the words, “think proper to attack them, these 
“United States will aid and assist his catholick majesty 
“in such enterprise with such provisions and naval 
“stores as shall be required by his catholick majesty, 
“ond can be furnished by these states; and if his catho- 
“lick majesty shall; also the words “by cession, or 
“by war, with or without the assistance of the allies;” 
so that it read, “on the contrary, if he shall obtain the 
“Floridas from Great Britain, these United States will 
“ouaranty the same to his catholick majesty.” 

On the question to agree to the resolution as amended, 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

On the question to agree to the whole as amended, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John] Jay, 


New Hampshare, Connecticut, 
Mr. Peabody, ay bay Mr. Root, ay f ay 
Massachusetis Bay, New York, 

Mr. Gerry, ay Mr. Jay, no 
Holten, ay } ay Lewis, no " 
Partridge, ay Pennsylvania, 

Rhode Island, Mr. Armstrong, ay | 

Mr. Collins, no } no Muhlenberg, ay = 


1In the manuscript journal no vote is entered against Muhlenberg’s name. 
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Maryland, North Carolina ; 
Mr. Carmichael, no : Mr. Harnett, ay a 
Jenifer, no J” Sharpe, ay ) 
Virginia, South Carolina, 
Mr. Smith, ay Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 
Fleming, no 
J. Mercer, ay a 
Fitzhugh, ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative as follows: 

Whereas by the treaties subsisting between his most 
Christian Majesty and the United States of America, a 
power is reserved to his Catholick Majesty to aceede to 
the said treaties, and to participate in their stipulations 
at such time as he shall judge proper; it being well 
understood, nevertheless, that if any of the stipulations 
of the said treaties are not agreeable to the King of 
Spain, his Catholick Majesty may propose other condi- 
tions analogous to the principal aim of the alliance, and 
conformable to the rules of equality, reciprocity and 
friendship. = : ete 


And whereas, should his Catholick majesty accede to 
the said treaties without any alteration, he must be 
under the necessity of renouncing forever all claims to 
the possession of the Floridas, of the utmost consequence 
to his kingdom, and more particularly to his American 
dominions. In order, therefore, that nothing may be 
wanting on the part of these states to further a treaty of 
alliance, and of amity and commerce with his Catholick 
Majesty consistent with the engagements of the said 


1The words in brackets were in the eriginal draught, but the sueceeding sentence 
was substituted for them. 
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states, and agreeable to his most Christian Majesty their 
ally: 

Resolved, That if his Catholick Majesty shall accede 
to the said treaties, and in coneurrence with France 
and the United States of America, continue the present 
war with Great Britain for the purpose expressed in 
the treaties aforesaid, he shall not thereby be precluded 
from securing to himself the Floridas: On the contrary, 
if he shall obtain the Floridas from Great Britain, these 
United States will guaranty the same to his Catholick 
Majesty: Provided always, that the United States shall 
enjoy the free navigation of the river Mississippi into 
and from the sea. 


You are therefore to communicate to his Most Christian 
Majesty the desire of Congress to enter into a Treaty of Alliance 
and of amity and Commeree with his Cathohe Majesty, and to 
request his favorable interposition for that purpose. At the 
same time, you are to make such proposals to his Catholie 
Majesty as in your Judgment from circumstances will be proper 
for obtaining for the United States of America cqual advan- 
tages with those which are secured to them by the Treaties 
with his Most Christian Majesty; observing always the resolu- 
tion aforesaid as the Ultimatum of these United States. You 
are particularly to endeavor to obtain some convenient port 
or ports below the 31°%* Degree of North Latitude on the River 
Mississippi, free for all merehant vessels, goods, wares and 
merchandizes, belonging to the Inhabitants of these States. 

The distressed State of our Finances, and the great deprecei- 
ation of our paper Money incline Congress to hope that his 
Catholic Majesty, if he shall conelude a Treaty with these 
States, will be induced to“lend them money. You are there- 
fore to Represent to him, the great distress of these States on 
that account, and to solicit a Loan of 5,000,000 of Dollars 
upon the best terms in your power, not exceeding an interest 
of 6 per. cent., cffeetually to enable them to cooperate with 
the Allies against the Common Enemy. ! 

1 These instructions, in the writing of Meriwether Smith, are in the Papers of the 


Continental Congress, No. 25, I, folio 325. They are endorsed ‘‘Agreed to September 
20, 4779. 
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Resolved, That a committee be appointed to prepare 
instructions conformable to the foregoing resolution. 

The members chosen—Mr. [Meriwether] Smith, Mr. 
[John] Mathews, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 

The honourable sieur Gérard, minister plenipoten- 
tiary of France, having on the 15th desired an audi- 
ence in the course of this week, in order that he might 
take his leave; and Congress having assigned this day 
for granting him a private audience, but in full Con- 
egress, for the purpose, the minister was introduced by 
Mr. [Henry] Laurens and Mr. [Daniel of St Thomas] 
Jenifer, and took his leave in a speech of which the fol- 
lowing is a translation.’ 


[See the publick journal.]} 


Congress also agreed, unanimously, to the following 
letter to his most christian majesty. 


Great faithful and beloved Friend and Ally: The conduct of 
your Majesty’s Minister, the Sieur Gérard, during his Residence 
in America, has been in every respect so commendable, that we 
cannot forbear testifying to your Majesty our sense of his merit, 
without feeling that uneasiness which arises from a neglect of 
the obhgations of Justice. 

Ilis behavior appears to us to have been uniformly regulated 
by a devotion to your Majesty’s Dignity and Interest, and an 
adherence to the terms and principles of the Alliance, while at 
the same time he demonstrated his attachment to the honor 
and prosperity of these States. 

Thus, serving jus Sovereign, he acquired our entire confidence 
and esteem, and has evinced your royal wisdom in selecting a 
person so properly qualified to be the first Minister sent to the 
Umited States of America. 


* This paragraph is not in the manuscript, but is taken from the printed journal. 
The speech is printed on p. 1072 ante. 
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That the Supreme Ruler of the Universe may bestow all 
happiness on your Majesty is the prayer of your faithful and 
affectionate friends and allies. 

Done at Philadelphia the Day of , 1779, by the 
Congress of the United States of America.’ 


Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1779 


A letter, of this day, signed John Bull and Charles Willson 
Peale, was read, asserting the charge against them contained 
in a letter from Edward Langworthy, of the 25th July, to 
be “ groundless, erroneous and unjust”’, and that “their con- 
duct respecting that affair had been fully investigated before 
the hon chief justice of this State, and they believed, 
appeared deserving the approbation of every good man 
rather than the censure of any.” ° 

Congress resumed the consideration of foreign affairs, and 
some time being spent thereon, 

Adjourned to 9 o’Clock on Monday. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 1779 


A letter, of 18, from Christopher Hele, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee, and 
that they take order thereon. 

A letter, of 14, from General Washington, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed to 
correspond with Major General Lincoln. 


1 This letter, in the writing of John Dickinson, is in the Papers of the Continenta: 
Congress, No. 25, I, folio 159. It is printed in the Secret Journals, Foreign, Vol. II, 
Dy. 200: 

These proceedings on foreign affairs were entered only in the manuscript Secret 
Journal, Foreign Affairs. 

2 This letter is in the Papers of the Contincntal Congress, No. 78, ITI, folio 337. 
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A memorial from Thomas Potts, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter from Captain Robert Niles and a narrative of his 
voyage to France in the schooner Spy, with his accounts 
inclosed, were laid before Congress: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

The committee appointed to correspond with Major Gen- 
eral Lincoln, to whom was referred the letter of 7th from 
General Washington, brought 1n a report; Whereupon,’ 

Resolved, That it is expedient and necessary to detach the 
North Carolina troops, now at or near West Point, to join 
the troops under the command of Major General Lincoln in 
South Carolina, and that the pleasure of Congress be signified 
thereon to the Commander in Chief. 

That a Naval force within the Harbor of Charles Town, in South 
Carolina, is essential to the safety of that Capital in particular, and 
would in a great measure preserve the most valuable parts of the Sea 
Coast of the State; and by judicious movements from the said harbor 


may greatly contribute to the recovery of the State of Georgia in the 
present weak condition of the Enemy in that quarter. 


The second paragraph being amended, a division was called 
for; and on the question to agree to the first clause, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [William] Sharpe, 


New Hampshire, | Connecticut, 
Mr. Peabody, ay } ay Mr. Huntington, Ly | 
Massachusetts Bay, Root, Ry a 
Mr. Gerry, no New York, 
Holten, ay + no Mr. Jay, no | 4; 
Partridge, no Lewis, ny aoe 
Rhode Island, 
Mr. Collins, no }no 


1 Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, folio 
21; Potts’s memorial, in No. 41, VIII, folio 78. 
*The report and proceedings are marked ‘‘secret’”’ in the margin. 
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Pennsylvania, North Carolina, 

Mr. Armstrong, ay Mr. Harnett, ay 
Shippen, ay |. Hewes, ay : BY 
Atlee, ay y Sharpe, ay 
Muhlenberg, ay South Carolina, 

Maryland, Mr. Laurens, ay 

Mr. Carmichael, no Mathews, ay By 
Forbes, no : no 
Jenifer, no 

Virginia, 

Mr. Griffin, LY 
Mercer, ay } ay 
Fitzhugh, ay 





So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

That three of the continental frigates or ships of war, now 
in the port of Boston, or elsewhere in the eastern states, be 
ordered to repair to South Carolina, with all possible expedi- 
tion, after having received on board at such place as the 
Marine Committee shall appoint, as many of the North Caro- 
lina troops, with stores and baggage, as the said frigates or 
ships of war can safely accommodate, and taking under their 
protection one or more transport or transports, if necessary 
to be employed for conducting such of the said troops and 
necessary stores for the voyage, as the three frigates or ships 
of war cannot conveniently receive or take on board. 

On the question to agree to the latter clause, from the word 
“expedition,” the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
[Henry] Laurens, 


New Hampshire, New York, 
Mr. Peabody, ay bay Mr. Jay, no 
Massachusetts Bay, Lewis, no 4 
Mr. Lovell, ay ! div Pennsylvania, 
Holten, no "| Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Connecticut, Atlee, ay ay 
Mr. Root, ay f By Muhlenberg, ay 
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Maryland, North Carolina, 

Mr. Carmichael, no Mr. Harnett, Ly 
Forbes, no } no Hewes, ay | ay 
Jenifer, no Sharpe, no 

Virginia, South Carolina, 

Mr. Smith, no Mr. Laurens, ay 

Griffin, ay Mathews, Ly ~~. 
avy 

Mercer, ay 

Fitzhugh, ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to im- 
mediately to take order for hiring such transports as shall be 
found necessary, and for despatehing the said frigates or 
ships of war with their convoy without delay: 

That the Commander in Chief be directed to order the 
North Carolina troops to proceed to such place or places as 
the Marine Committee shall advise: 

That the Marine Committee be directed to give orders to the several 
Commanders of the Frigates aforementioned, upon their arrival in 
South Carolina, to address himself to Major General Lincoln, or to the 
Commanding Officer of the Continental troops in South Carolina and 
Georgia for the time being, and to follow such orders and directions as 
he shall from time to time receive from such Commanding Officer. 


That the Marine Committee be directed to give orders to 
the commanding officer of the frigates or ships of war going to 
South Carolina, to confer and co-operate with Major General 
Lincoln, or the commanding officer for the time being, till 
further orders from the Marine Committee: ! 

That the said commanding officer be directed to confer on 
all naval operations with the governor and executive council 
of the State of South Carolina, and that it be recommended 
to the said State to afford every practieable and necessary aid 
and assistance for promoting and effectuating such operations.” 


1A substitute clause, in the writing of James Lovell. 
? This report, in the writing of Henry Laurens, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 19, V1, folio 277. 
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On the question to agree to the whole set of resolutions on 
the report, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Elbridge] 
Gerry, 





New Hampshire, Maryland, 
Mr. Peabody, ay }ay Mr. Carmichael, no 
Massachusetts Bay, Forbes, no | no 
Mr. Gerry, no Jenifer, - no 
Holten, ay | no | Virginia, 
Partridge, no Mr. Smith, no 
Rhode Island, Griffin, ay 
Mr. Collins, ay }ay Mercer, ay ay 
Connecticut, Fitzhugh, ay 
Mr. Root, ay }ay | North Carolina, 
New York, Mr. Harnett, ay 
Mr. Jay, no ae Hewes, ay } ay 
Lewis, ay Sharpe, ay 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, 
Mr. Armstrong, ay Mr. Laurens, ay 
Atlee, ay | ay Mathews, ay oo 
Muhlenberg, ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That the report of the committee on the petition 
from Cumberland, &c. be referred to a committee of the whole. 

Resolved, That on Wednesday next immediately after read- 
ing the journal, Congress be resolved into a committee of the 
whole to consider the said report. 

Congress proceeded in the consideration of foreign affairs, 
and some time being spent thereon.’ 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 21, 1779 


A letter, of 2d, from the council of Massachusetts bay, was 
read. 

A memorial of William Hurrie was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 


1See note on p. 1094 ante. 
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A letter, of 18, from Daniel Pendleton, captain of artificers, 
was read;' Whereupon, 

A report of the Board of War relative to the quarter 
master’s artificers was called for, and read; 

And some time being spent thereon, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 

A letter from Elihu Trowbridge was read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Marine Committee, 
and that they take order thereon. 

A letter, of 9th, from the navy board in the eastern district, 
was read: ° 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury, and 
that they take order thereon. 

A report from the Board of War on the letter from Briga- 
dier Hogan, relative to cloathing for the officers of the North 
Carolina brigade, was read; and 


War Orrice, September 16, 1779. 

In consequence of the reference from Congress of General Hogan’s 
letter relative to the supplies for the North Carolina Officers, we sent 
the enclosed to our agent clothier M! Caldwell. His answer is here- 
with transmitted, whereby it appears no materials for clothing the 
officers are in store. We therefore have nothing in our power, unless 
it be to recommend to Congress the Loan of the money necessary to 
purchase the articles, the State of North Carolina to be accountable. 
But whether this is consistent with the present situation of our 
finances we cannot, if it were proper for us so to do, determine. 


On motion of Mr. [Joseph] Hewes, seconded by Mr. 
[Cornelius] Harnett, 


' The letter of the Massachusetts council is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 65, I, folio 404; Hurrie’s memorial, in No. 41, IV, folio 93; Pendleton’s letter, in 
No. 78, XV11I, folio 247. 

2 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 37, folio 143. 

*This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 463. 
The inelosure is on folio 467. 
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Resolved, That one hundred thousand dollars be advanced 
to the delegates of North Carolina, for the purpose of pur- 
chasing cloathing for the officers of the North Carolina 
brigade, and that the same be charged to the said State of 
North Carolina, which is to be accountable. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. J[ohn] Collins, one of the delegates for the State of 
Rhode Island, on his application, for four thousand dollars; 
for which the said State is to be accountable.’ 

According to order, Congress was resolved into a committee 
of the whole, and after some time, the President resumed 
the chair, and Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer reported 
that the committee have had under consideration the report 
of the committee on ways and means and made some progress, 
but not having come to a conclusion, desire leave to sit 
again. 

In Committee of the whole on further ways and means for supplying 
the Treasury. September 21, 1779. 

The report of the Committee on the subject which was by Congress 
referred to this Committee was read. 

A motion was then made by M® [Meriwether] Smith, seconded by 
M* [James] Mercer, to postpone the consideration of the report of the 
Committee referred to this Committee, in order to take into considera- 
tion a plan which he had in his hand, and which for the information 
of the Committee, he read in his place, and Jaid on the table. This 
plan being again read at the table, 

Question, Shall the consideration of the report referred to this 
Committee be postponed. 

After Debate, the motion was withdrawn. 

A motion was then made to strike out “March” and insert 
“Webruary.’’ Question put passed in the negative.? 

' This report, dated September 18, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 663. 


* This record, in the writing of Charles Thomson, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 26, folio 67. 





September, 1779 1093 


Resolved, That on Thursday next Congress be resolved into 
a committee of the whole to consider farther the report of 
the committee on ways and means &c. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 1779 


The Marine Committee report, That on maturely consider- 

ing the resolutions of Congress, of the 20th instant relative to 

the transportation of the North Carolina troops by sea, 

to South Carolina, they find so many difficulties opposed 

to their carrying the same into execution, as to induce 

them to recommend the sending the frigates immediately 

fromi Boston to South Carolina, and ordering the North 

Carolina troops to proceed thither by the most expedi- 
tious route: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to 
order the three frigates or ships of war, mentioned in the 
resolutions of Congress of the 20th instant, to proceed 
from Boston immediately to South Carolina. 

That the North Carolina troops be ordered to proceed 
by the most expeditious route to South Carolina. 

Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the 
governour of the State of North Carolina to use every 
means to prevent the desertion of the said troops whilst 
marching through that State; and that he at the same 
time take such measures as will be most effectual for fill- 
ing up the said battalions to their full complement of 
men; but that the march of the troops be on no account 
delayed for this, or any other purpose.’ 

The Committee of Commerce having informed Congress 
that a prize, captured by a continental ship of war, 1s carried 
into Boston, on board of which is a quantity of wine, 


1 Entered only in the manuscript Secret Domestic Journal. 
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Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce be directed to 
give orders for procuring a division of the said wine; and that 
the part thereof belonging to the continent be preserved for 
the use of the army of the United States. 

According to the order of the day, Congress was resolved 
into a committee of the whole, and after some time, the 
President resumed the chair and Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] 
Jenifer reported that the committee have had under consid- 
eration the report of the committee on the petition from 
Cumberland county, &c. and made some progress therein, but 
not having come to a conclusion desire leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That to morrow morning Congress be again re- 
solved into a committee of the whole to consider farther the 
report of the committee on the petition from Cumberland, &c. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1779 


According to order, Congress was resolved into a committee 
of the whole, and after some time the President resumed the 
chair and Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer reported, that 
the committee have had under consideration the report of the 
committee on the petition from Cumberland county, &c. and 
have come to sundry resolutions thereon: 

The resolutions agreed to in committee of the whole being 
read, 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed till 
to morrow, and that immediately after reading the journal, 
the same be taken up. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the commit- 
tee on General Washington’s letter, of 23 August, and some 
time being spent thereon, 
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Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 

Congress proceeded in the consideration of foreign affairs, 
and some time being spent thereon, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 1779 


Congress took into consideration the resolutions reported 
from the committee of the whole, which were agreed to as 
follows: 

Whereas, on the first day of June last, Congress, by a cer- 
tain resolution, reciting “that whereas divers applications 
had been made to Congress on the part of the State of New 
York, and of the State of New Hampshire, relative to disturb- 
ances and animosities among inhabitants of a certain dis- 
trict known by the name of the New Hampshire Grants,” 
praying their interference for quieting thereof, did resolve, 
‘that a committee be appointed to repair to the New Hamp- 
shire Grants and enquire into the reasons why they refuse to 
continue citizens of the respective states which heretofore 
exercised jurisdiction over the said district; for that, as 
Congress are in duty bound, on the one hand, to preserve 
inviolate the rights of the several states, so, on the other, 
they will always be careful to provide that the justice due to 
the states does not interfere with the justice which may be 
due to individuals: that the said committee confer with the 
said inhabitants, and that they take every prudent measure 
to promote an amicable settlement of all differences, and 
prevent divisions and animosities so prejudicial to the 
United States:’’ and did farther resolve, “that the farther 
consideration of this subject be postponed until the said 
committee shall have made report.” 
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And whereas it so happened that a majority of the com- 
mittee appointed in pursuance of the afore-mentioned reso- 
lution, did not meet in the said district, and therefore have 
never executed the business committed to them, or made a 
regular report thereupon to Congress: 

And whereas the animosities aforesaid have lately pro- 
ceeded so far, and risen so high as to endanger the internal 
peace of the United States, which renders it indispensably 
necessary for Congress to interpose for the restoration of 
quiet and good order. 

Ordered, That the said committee be discharged. 

And whereas one of the great objects of the union of the 
United States of America is the mutual] protection and secu- 
rity of their respective rights; and whereas it is of the last 
importance to the said union, that all causes of jealousy and 
discontent between the said states should be removed; and 
therefore that their several boundaries and jurisdictions be 
ascertained and settled: and whereas disputes at present 
subsist between the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts 
Bay, and New York, on the one part, and the people of a 
district of country called New Hampshire Grants, on the 
other, which people deny the jurisdiction of each of the said 
states over the said district, and each of the said states claim 
the said district against each other as well as against the said 
people, as appertaining in the whole or in part to them 
respectively: 

Resolved, unanimously, That it be, and hereby is, most 
earnestly recommended to the states of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts Bay, and New York, forthwith to pass laws 
expressly authorizing Congress to hear and determine all 
differences between them relative to their respective bound- 
aries, in the mode prescribed by the articles of confedera- 
tion, so that Congress may proceed thereon by the first day 
of February next at the farthest: and further, that the said 








September, 1779 1097 


states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, and New 
York, do, by express laws for the purpose, refer to the deci- 
sion of Congress all differences or disputes relative to juris- 
diction, which they may respectively have with the people of 
the district aforesaid, so that Congress may proceed thereon 
on the said first day of February next, and also to authorize 
Congress to proceed to hear and determine all disputes sub- 
sisting between the grantees of the several states aforesaid, 
with one another or with either of the said states, respeet- 
ing title to lands lying in the said district, to be heard and 
determined in the mode preseribed for such eases by the 
articles of confederation aforesaid: and further, to provide 
that no advantage be taken of the non-performance of the 
conditions of any of the grants of the said lands, but that 
further reasonable time be allowed for fulfilling such 
conditions. 

Resolved, unanimously, That Congress will, and hereby do, 
pledge their faith to carry into execution and support their 
decisions and determinations m the premises, in favour of 
whichsoever of the parties the same may be, to the end, that 
permanent concord and harmony may be established be- 
tween them, and all eause of uneasiness removed. 

Resolved, unanimously, That Congress will, on the said first 
day of February next, proceed, without delay, to hear and 
examine into the disputes and differences relative to jurisdic- 
tion aforesaid, between the said three states respectively, or 
such of them as shall pass the laws before-mentioned on 
the one part, and the people of the district aforesaid who 
claim to be a separate jurisdiction on the other; and, after a 
full and fair hearing, will deeide and determine the same 
according to equity; and that neither of the said states shall 
vote on any question relative to the deeision thereof. And 
Congress do hereby pledge their faith to execute and support 
their deeisions and determinations in the premises. 
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And whereas it is essential to the interest of the whole con- 
federacy, that all intestine dissentions be carefully avoided, 
and domestic peace and good order maintained: 

Resolved, unanimously, That it is the duty of the people of 
the district aforesaid, who deny the jurisdiction of all the 
afore-named states, to abstain in the mean time from exer- 
cising any power over any of the inhabitants of the said dis- 
trict who profess themselves to be citizens of, or to owe alle- 
giance to, any or either of the said states: but that none of 
the towns, either on the east or west side of Connecticut river, 
be considered as included within the said district, but such as 
have heretofore actually joined in denying the jurisdiction of 
either of the said states, and have assumed a separate juris- 
diction which they call the State of Vermont. And further, 
that in the opinion of Congress, the said three states afore- 
named ought, in the mean time, to suspend executing their 
laws over any of the inhabitants of the said district, except 
such of them as shall profess allegiance to, and confess the 
jurisdiction of, the same respectively. And further, that 
Congress will consider any violences committed against the 
tenor, true intent and meaning of this resolution as a breach 


of the peace of the confederacy, which they are determined 
; a 


ebayer sah erect ae ttt tierhe Een te tt tat 
States to keep and maintain. andceerseqtenth-aristand 


Vist Sr pete treaties tts Het eot tte Pett ete 
seth Distretesshealt-Hetatethesame, And to theend, that 
all such violences and breaches of the public peace may be the 
better avoided in the said district, it is hereby recommended 
to all the inhabitants thereof, to cultivate harmony and con- 
cord among themselves, to forbear vexing each other at law 
or otherwise, and to give as little occasion as possible to the 
interposition of magistrates. 


Resolved, That the Commander in Chief be and hereby is authorized 
to provide that until the Decision of Congress in the Premises, the 
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public Peace be kept in the said District according to the true Intent 
and Meaning of the above Resolution. And that all officers and 
soldiers in the service of the United States be particularly cautious 
not to interfere in any Disputes in the said District without express 
orders from Congress or the Commander in Chief. 

Resolved, unanimously, That in the opinion of Congress, 
no unappropriated lands or estates which are or may be 
adjudged forfeited or confiscated, lying in the said district, 
ought, until the final decision of Congress in the premises, to 
be granted or sold. 

Ordered, That copies of the aforegoing resolutions be sent 
by express to the states of New York, New Hampshire, and 
Massachusetts Bay, and to the people of the district afore- 
said, and that they be respectively desired to lose no time in 
appointing their agent or agents and otherwise preparing 
for the hearings aforesaid.' 

The aforesaid resolutions being read over, and a question 
taken to agree to the whole, 

Resolved, unanimously in the affirmative. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the letter of 23 August from General Washing- 
ton, and the papers therein enclosed; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be given to his 
Excellency General Washington, for ordering, with so much 
wisdom, the late attack on the enemy’s fort and works at 
Powles Hook. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be given to Major 
General Lord Stirling, for the judicious measures taken by him 
to forward the enterprize and to secure the retreat of the 
party. 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be given to Major 
Lee, for the remarkable prudence, address and bravery dis- 
played by him on the occasion; and that they approve the 


'These resolutions, in the writing of John Jay, are in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 40, I, folios 289 and 292. 
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humanity shewn in circumstances prompting to severity, as 
honourable to the arms of the United States, and corre- 
spondent to the noble principles on which they were assumed. 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense of the dis- 
cipline, fortitude and spirit manifested by the officers and 
soldiers under the command of Major Lee. in the march, 
action and retreat; and while with singular satisfaction they 
acknowledge the merit of these gallant men, they feel an 
additional pleasure by considering them as part of an army, 
in which very many brave officers and soldiers have proved, 
by their cheerful performance of every duty under every 
difficulty, that they ardently wish to give the truly glorious 
examples they now receive. 

Resolved, That Congress commend the conduct of Major Clark, 
Captains Handy, Forsyth, Reed, McClean, Smith, Crump, Wilmot, 
Bradford and Rudolph, and of Lieutenants Armstrong 
and Reed, who properly improved the several opportu- 


nities afforded them of serving their country, and acquiring Honor 
themselves. 


Rejected Sept. 23 


Resolved, That Congress justly esteem the military caution 
so happily combined with daring activity by Lieutenants 
M ‘Callister and Rudolph, in leading on the forlorn hope. 


Resolved, That a brevet of lieutenant colonel be given to Maior 

Postponed Lee 

Resolved, That a brevet and the pay and subsistance of captain be 
given to Lieutenant McCallister and to Lieutenant Rudolph. 

Resolved, That the sum of t¥e one hundred dollars for every 
prisoner be put into the hands of Major Lee, to be by him distributed 
among the Sereecents,_Drums,Renk-and-File non-commissioned offi- 
cers and soldiers &c. of his Detachment, in such manner as the 
Commander in Chief shall direct.! 

Resolved, That a medal of gold, emblematical of this affair, 
be struck, under the direction of the Board of Treasury, and 
presented to Major Lee. 

'This report, in the writing of John Dickinson, isin the Papers of the Continental 


Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 269*. The first four paragraphs were agreed to on Septem- 
ber 23. 
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Resolved, That the brevet and the pay and subsistence of 
captain, be given to Lieutenant M‘Callister and to Lieutenant 
Rudolph respectively. 

A motion having been made, that the sum of one hundred 
dollars for every prisoner be put into the hands of Major Lee, 
to be by him distributed among the non-commissioned officers 
and soldiers of his detachment, in sueh manner as the Com- 
mander in Chief shall direct: 

On the question to agree thereto, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [John] Jay, 














New Hampshire, Maryland, 
Mr. Peabody, ay } ay Mr. Carmichael, no 
Massachusetts Bay, Forbes, no | no 
Mr. Holten, ay Jenifer, no 
Partridge, ay MM Virginia, 
Rhode Island, Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. Collins, no } no Griffin, no 
Connecticut, Fleming, no ; no 
Mr. Huntington, no _ Mercer, ay 
Root, no Fitzhugh, ay 
New York, North Carolina, 
Mr. Jay, no | Gi; Mr. Harnett, ay 
Iv. 
Lewils, ay Hewes, no } ay 
New Jersey, Sharpe, ay 
Mr. Houston, no }* South Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Laurens, ay 
Mr. Aruistrong, ay Mathews, ay sc 
Shippen, no } no 
Muhlenberg, no 
Delaware, 
Mr. Dickinson, ay f ay 


So the states were equally divided, and the question lost. 

On motion of Mr. [William] Atlee, seconded by Mr. [Henry] 
Laurens, 

Resolved, That the sum of fifteen thousand dollars be put 
into the hands of Major Lee, to be by him distributed among 
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the non-commissioned officers and soldiers of the detachment 
he commanded at the attack and surprise of Powles Hook, in 
such manner as the Commander in Chief shall direct. 

A letter of Major Aug. des Epiniers was read, praying, as 
circumstances prevented his making use of the leave of 
absence which Congress were pleased to grant him in Decem- 
ber last, that the same be now renewed: * Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Major Aug. des Epiniers have leave of 
absence for six months, to commence from the time of his 
leaving America. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Mercer, seconded by Mr. [James] 
Forbes, 

Resolved, That the pay and subsistence of captains be 
allowed to Lieutenants Gibbons and Knox, the officers who 
led on the forlorn hope in the late attack on Stoney Point, 
and also to Mr. Archer, the bearer of the general’s letter and 
volunteer aid, to commence from the date of their respective 
commissions of brevets, voted by Congress the 26 day of 
July last. 

A letter, of 18, from General Washington, was read: ” 


At A Boarp or War, September 19, 1779. 

Present: Col. Pickering and Mr’. Peters. 

The Board beg leave to report, 

That the Chevalier de Colombe who holds the rank of Captain in 
the service of the United States, has served in quality of Aid de Camp 
first to the Marquis de la Fayette, and the last campaign to the Baron 
de Kalb. That he has been three campaigns in America and has pro- 
duced ample testimonies of his good conduct. He was left in America 
for public purposes by the Marquis, and was not fortunate enough to 
obtain promotion at the time the others of the Marquis’s family 
received their brevets. He appears to be a worthy man and much in 
the confidence of the Marquis, who has wrote for him to return to 
France; previous to which he is desirous of receiving the Brevet of 


| This letter isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, VII, folio 261. 
2 This letter isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, folio 27. 
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major, and requests Congress will put him on a footing with those 
Officers who received their promotion on their departure to France. 

If Congress shall be of opinion that an exception to the Resolve as 
to granting of Brevets should be made in his case we take the liberty 
of reporting, 

That Captain le Chevaher de Colombe, having served with reputa- 
tion in the armies of the United States for three Campaigns, receive 
the Brevet rank of Major, as a testimony of the good opinion Congress 
entertain of his Merit and Services.’ 

Congress proceeded in the consideration of foreign affairs, 
and some time being spent thereon, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Cloeck to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 1779 


A letter, of 19th, from General Washington, and a letter, of 
24, from E. Fox, whieh was laid before Congress by the dele- 
gates of Maryland, were read: ’° 

Ordered, That a copy of the latter, and an extract from the 
General’s letter, as far as it relates to an embarkation at New 
York be transmitted to the governors of Maryland and of 
other states to the southward. 

A letter, of 20, from the governor of New Jersey, was read: 

Ordered, That the same, together with the papers enelosed, 
be referred to the delegates of Maryland. 

A letter, of 19, from Major General Greene, Q. M. G., and a 
petition of Monsr. L’Iglize, and a memorial of Quarter 
Master [Wiliam] Honeyman, and Adjutant [Jonathan] Pugh 
of the invalid regiment, were read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 


1 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 481. It 
bears the following endorsement: “September, 24, 1779. A question taken on the 
resolution for granting a Brevet of Major to Capt Colombe, 8 ayes, 3 Noes lost; the 
resolution of 20° lebruary, 1779, requiring the votes of nine States. ”’ 

* The Washington Ietter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, 
folio 33; that of Fox is in No. 78, LX, folio 287 
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A petition of Captain Alexander McCaraher, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A memorial of Captain W. Irwin, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee, to 
take order thereon. 

A letter from Joseph Carleton was read. 

A petition of Major de Bois and a memorial from Major 
Widdersheim, were read: ° 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

The committee to whom was referred intelligence com- 
municated by the honorable Mr. Gérard, minister plenipo- 
tentiary of France, brought in a report; Whereupon, 


The Committee, to whom was referred the paper of intelligence 
communicated by the Honorable the Sieur Gérard, on the 7 Inst., 
beg leave to report the following draught of a letter in answer to the 
Said communication: 

Sir: The sentiments contained in the paper laid before Congress, 
on the 7 Inst., have given us great uneasiness, as they admit the 
possibility of an event which we cannot contemplate without pain 
and regret. Nevertheless as they demonstrate the anxieties of a 
faithful friend, Congress are willing again to testify their unalterable 
attachment to the terms and principles of the Alliance, more especially 
as we wish you on leaving America, to take with you a solemn assur- 
ance of our fixed dispositions. 

However great and desireable an object peace may be, we will never 
purchase it with infamy and reproach, and were every other motive 
to a persistence in our engagements removed, the treatment we have 
reeeived from a Nation, who have violated every principle of Justice 
and humanity would of itself determine us. But we have higher 
obligations, the interest of our country, affection for our Ally, and 
above all, our faith solemnly pledged. These assurances we are 
happy to give not only as individuals, not only as an American 

1 Greene’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 155, I, folio 171; 
the memorial of L’Eglize, dated the 15th, in No. 42, IV, folio 212; that of Honeyman, 
in No. 41, IV, folio 95; that of McCaraher, dated the 23d, in No. 42, V, folio 167. 

2 The Carleton letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 60, folio 3; 


De Bois’s petition, dated the 24th, in No. 42, I, folio 185; that of Widdersheim, dated 
the 22d, in No. 41, X, folio 395. 
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assembly, but as Representatives of a virtuous and determined people 
whose sentiments we express. 

Reposing ourselves upon that almighty power whose interposition 
on our behalf we have so often seen and adored, confident of the 
unanimity and zeal of our fellow citizens throughout these States, 
assured of the assistance and support of our Great Ally, relying that 
the good and brave every where regard our cause with interested 
attention, and in fine decided to oppose to the last the unjust claims 
of a proud and cruel nation, we firmly repeat what we have already 
declared, that no offers of advantage, however great and alluring, 
no extremes of danger however alarming, shall induce us to violate 
the Faith we have given, and the resolutions we have adopted, for 
the observanee of which we have solemnly pledged our lives, our 
fortunes and our sacred honour.! 


Resolved, That the President return Mr. Gérard the follow- 
ing answer: 

Str, Congress feel themselves obliged by your communica- 
tion of the 7th instant, and are happy that Mr. Gérard will 
be able to contradict, from the fullest evidence, every insinua- 
tion which may be made prejudicial to the faith and honor 
of the United States. 

Congress proceeded in the consideration of foreign affairs, 
and some time being spent thereon, 

Congress resumed the consideration of their foreign 
affairs. 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded 
by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 

That Congress will not appoint any person, being a 
member of Congress, to any office under the United 
States, for which he, or another for him, 1s to receive 
any salary, fees, or emolument of any kind.’ 


‘This report and draught, in the writing of William Churchill Houston, is in the 
Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 25, 1, folio 161. It is endorsed: ‘‘After debate 
another short letter substituted in its place.”* 

1In the manuscript journal the first phrase was thus modified, ‘‘ within six months 
after he shall be a member of Congress,’”’ but those words were struck out. 


91828—voL x11I—08——70 
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A motion was made by Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, 
seconded by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 

That after the words “a member of Congress,” be 
inserted, “or within nine months after he shall be a 
“member of Congress.’’ And on the question to agree 
to this amendment, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, 


New Hampshire, Maryland, 
Mr. Peabody, ay } ay Mr. Paca, no 
Massachusetts Bay, Forbes, no } no 
Mr. Gerry, ay Jenifer, no 
Lovell, ay ay Virginia, 
Rhode Island, Mr. Smith, no 
Mr. Marchant, no Griffin, no 
Collins, no ra Mercer, no { "° 
Connecticut, Fitzhugh, no 
Mr. Huntington, no - North Carolina, 
Root, no Mr. Harnett, no | 
New York, Hewes, no | no 
Mr. Jay, Ly Sharpe, no | 
Lewis, ay 8Y | South Carolina, 
New Jersey, Mr. Laurenst, no | div 
Mr. Fell, no Mathews, ay | 
Houston, no ee 
Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Armstrong, no 
Shippen, ay 
ice, no { "° 


Muhlenberg, no 


So it passed in the negative. 

When the main question was about to be put, the 
previous question was moved by Mr. [Meriwether] 
Smith, seconded by Mr. [Henry] Laurens; and on the 
question to agree to the previous question, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [Henry] Laurens, 
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New Hampshire, Maryland, 
Mr. Peabody, no } no Mr. Paca, no 
Massachusetts Bay, Forbes, ay : ay 
Mr. ote no no | Jenifer, ay 
ovell, no Argunia, 
Rhode Island, Mr. Smith, ay 
Mr. Marchant, ay | Griffin, ay 
Collins, ay = Mercer, ay ay 
Connecticut, Fitzhugh, ay 
Mr. Huntington, ay North Carolina, 
Root, ay ny Mr. Harnett, ay 
New York, Hewes, ay } ay 
Mr. Jay ay : Sharpe, ay 
es, ay |"* | South Carolina, 
New Jersey, Mr. Laurens, ay ij 
Mr. Fell, ay a Mathews, no J °'~ 
Houston, ay y 
Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Armstrong, ay 
Shippen, ay 
Atlee, ay i 


Muhlenberg, ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative, and the main 
question was set aside. 

Resolved, That Congress proceed to morrow to the 
election of a proper person for negotiating a treaty of 
peace, and that persons be immediately put in nomina- 
tion: 

Whereupon, Mr. John Adams was nominated by 
Mr. [Henry] Laurens; Mr. J[ohn] Jay, by Mr. [Meri- 
wether] Smith.’ 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


'These proceedings were entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign 
Affairs. 
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 1779 


The President laid before Congress two letters, received 
from the hon’® Sr. Gérard, minister plenipotentiary of 
France, written to him by Mr. J. Plombard, and dated at 
Charlestown, South Carolina; one the 5th, the other, the 8th 
September, instant, which were read, giving information of 
the arrival of Count d’Estaing at Georgia. Whereupon, 

Resolved, That copies of the letters from Mr. Plom- 
bard to Mr. Gérard, of the 5th and Sth of Septem- 
ber, instant, communicated by Mr. Gérard to the 
President, be sent to General Washington. That the 
General be also informed of the intention of our ally, 
that the armament under Count D’Estaing shall oper- 
ate against the enemy in these United States; and 
that General Washington be authorized and directed 
to concert and execute such plans of co-operation with 
the Minister of France, or the Count, as he may think 
proper. 

Whereas Congress have received authentick infor- 
mation of the arrival of Count D’Estaing with a pow- 
erful fleet to co-operate with these United States; and 
whereas by the vigorous exertions of the said states, 
the allied forces may be enabled to strike an important 
blow against the enemy, 

Resolved, That it be most earnestly recommended 
to the several states to furnish General Washington 
with such aid as he may require of them respectively, 
as well by detachments from their militia, as by pro- 
viding that the allied armaments in the United States 
be speedily and effectually furnished with ample sup- 
plies of bread and other provisions; and that the most 
vigorous exertions be made for that purpose.’ 


1 Entered only in the Secret Domestic Journal. 
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Resolved, That a member be added to the committee 
appointed to superintend the quarter master and com- 
missary general departments, and that another be elected in 
the room of Mr. [William] Whipple, who is absent: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer, 
and Mr. [James] Mercer. 

Resolved, That a member be elected for the Board of War, 
in the room of Mr. [Joseph] Spencer, who is absent: 

The member chosen, Mr. [Jesse] Root. 

Congress proceeded in the consideration of foreign affairs, 
and some time being spent thereon, 

According to order, Congress proceeded to the elec- 
tion of a minister plenipotentiary for negotiating a 
treaty of peace; and the ballots being taken and counted, 
no election was made. 

Congress proceeded again to ballot; and the votes 
being counted, no election was made. 

Congress proceeded again to ballot and, the votes 
being taken and counted, no election was made. 

On motion, 

Ordered, That the election be postponed. 

On motion of Mr. [Meriwether] Smith, seconded by 
Mr. [William] Paca, 

Resolved, That a minister plenipotentiary be ap- 
pointed to negotiate a treaty of alliance and of amity 
and commerce between the United States of America 
and his catholick majesty. 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
having been required by Mr. [Henry] Marchant, 


New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
Mr. Peabody, no } no Mr. Marchant, no | di 
Massachusetis Bay, Collins, AY oi 
Mr. Gerry, QY Connecticut, 
Lovell, no } no Mr. Huntington, ay 


Partridge, no Root, ay | ay 
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New York, 
Mr. Jay, 
Lewis, 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Fell, 
Houston, 
Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Armstrong, 
Shippen, 
Atlee, 
Muhlenberg, 
Delaware, 
Mr. M‘Kean, 
Maryland, 
Mr. Paca, 
Carmichael, 
Forbes, 


Jenifer, 
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Varginia, 
ay Mr. Smith, 
ay | v Griffin, 
Fleming, 
ay Mercer, 
ay | uy Fitzhugh, 
North Carolina, 
no Mr. Harnett, 
no | ay Hewes, 
ay Sharpe, 
ay South Carolina, 
Mr. Laurens, 
no } no Mathews, 
7 
SIA ee 
ay | ” 
ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Congress then proceeded to the nomination of a min- 
ister plenipotentiary to negotiate a treaty of alliance, 
and of amity and commerce between the United States 
of America and his Catholick Majesty; when Mr. Arthur 
Lee was nominated by Mr. [Henry] Laurens; Mr. John 
Adams, by Mr. [William] Paca; Mr. John Jay, by Mr. 


[James] Mercer.’ 


Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 1779 


ay 7; By 





‘These proceedings were entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign 
Affairs. 
2 Barr’s memorial, dated September 24, is in the Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, No. 42, I, folio 189. 
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A letter, of 6, from John Lewis Jervais, deputy pay 
master general of the southern department, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of this day, from Lieutenant Colonel Fleury was 
read, desiring that he may be indulged with a furlough to 
revisit his native country; and accompanied with a letter, 
of 23, in his favour, from General Washington, under a 
flying seal, directed to the President of Congress: 

Resolved, That Lieutenant Colonel Fleury have leave of 
absence for nine months to commence from the time of his 
departure from America. 

Ordered, On the request of Lieutenant Colonel Fleury, 
that the letter from General Washington in his favor be 
delivered to him. 

Ordered, That the letter from Lieutenant Colonel Fleury 
be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of War, was read, 
enclosing a letter, of 22d, from Elisha Walton, and one, of 
23, from Jacob Wolcott:? 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the delegates of 
Virginia, and that they confer with the Board of War, and 
report thereon with all convenient dispatch. 

A letter, of 26, from Joseph Pennel, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 

Ordered, That the letter from J. Carleton be referred to the 
Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 25th, from Daniel Brodhead, was read :? 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A motion being made, 
That the continental frigates and other continental 
armed vessels at Boston, or other eastern ports, be 


The Board of War letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, 
folio 485; that of Walton, on folio 494; that of Wolcott, on folio 485. 
* This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, III, folio 341. 
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forthwith provided with skilful pilots for Newfound- 
land, Halifax, Penobscot and Rhode Island, that they 
be detained until they shall be directed to sail from 
thence by General Washington, and that they observe 
such orders as they shall receive from him. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee 
and that they take order thereon.’ 

Congress resumed the consideration of foreign affairs, and 
some time being spent thereon, 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the resolution passed yesterday, rela- 
tive to the appointment of a minister plenipotentiary, 
&c. be reconsidered. 

On motion of Mr. [Samuel] Huntington, seconded by 
Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 

Resolved, That after the word “plenipotentiary,” be 
inserted, “in lieu of a commissioner.” 

Question put, 

Resolved in the affirmative. 

On the question to agree to the resolution as amended, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Nathaniel] 
Peabody, 


New Hampshire, Connecticut, 

Mr. Peabody, no Mr. Huntington, ay 

Langdon, no eae Root, QY ay 
Massachusetts Bay, New York, 

Mr. Gerry, ay Mr. Jay, ay 
Lovell, no | 4. Lewis, ay ge 
Holten, ay vs | New J ersey, 

Partridge, no Mr. Fell, ay 
Rhode Island, Houston, a ie) 
Mr. Marchant, no) ,. 
Collins, ay aby 


1This motion and order were entered only in the manuscript Secret Domestic 
Journal. 
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Pennsylvama, Virginia, 

Mr. Armstrong, no Mr. Smith, ay 
Shippen, no Griffin, ay a 
Atlee, ay | a: Mercer, ay , 
Searle, no { Fitzhugh, ay 
Muhlenberg, ay North Carolina, 

Wynkoop, ay Mr. Harnett, ay 
Maryland, Hewes, ay | ay 

Mr. Paca, ay Sharpe, AY 
Carmichael, ay |. South Carolina, 

Forbes, ay y Mr. Laurens, howe 
Jenifer, ay Mathews, Ly | es 
So it was 


Resolved, That a minister plenipotentiary in lieu of a 
commissioner, be appointed to negotiate a treaty of 
allianee and of amity and commerce between the United 
States of America and his eatholick majesty. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That Congress proceed to the election of a 
minister plenipotentiary to negotiate a treaty of alliance 
and of amity and commerce between the United States 
of America and his Catholic Majesty. 


Congress then proceeded to an eleetion; and the 
ballots being taken, Mr. John Jay was elected Minister 
Plenipotentiary to negotiate a treaty of alliance and 
of amity and commerce between the United States of 
Ameriea and his Catholick Majesty. 

Resolved, That Congress proceed to the election of a 
minister plenipotentiary for negotiating a treaty of 
peace and a treaty of commerce with Great Britain. 

Congress aecordingly proceeded, and the ballots being 
taken, 

Mr. John Adams was elected. ? 

Adjourned to 10 o’Cloek to Morrow. 


1 These proceedings were entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign 
Affairs. 
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TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 1779 


Congress having appointed the honorable John Jay, Esq. 
their minister plenipotentiary to negotiate a treaty of amity 
and commerce and of alliance between the United States of 
America and his Catholic Majesty, and he having signified 
his acceptance of that office, and, thereupon, resigned the 
chair, 

Resolved, That Congress proceed to the choice of a Presi- 
dent: 

Congress accordingly proceeded to an election; and, the 
ballots being taken and counted, 

The honorable Samuel Huntington, Esq. was elected. 

The Committee on the Treasury having reported, that by 
a letter of this day’s date from the Board of War, they are 
informed that Major General Phillips and sundry other 
officers of the convention troops, with their families, are on 
their way to New York; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it is highly improper, under the present 
circumstances of our affairs, to permit any of the officers 
or persons aforesaid to go into New York; and the Board of 
War are hereby directed to detain them until the further 
order of Congress.’ 

Ordered, That a copy of the above resolution be forwarded 
to the Commander in Chief. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Lovell, seconded by Mr. [Joseph] 
Hewes, 

Resolved, That the election of a suitable person to examine 
the accounts of the several commissioners, commercial agents, 
and others in Europe entrusted with public money of these 
United States, be an order of the day for to morrow. 


1 This report, dated September 27, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 673. In the original General Riedesel, his wife, three children, and 
domestics are mentioned, and the cause for refusal involved the adjustment and 
payment of the accounts against the convention troops. For further paragraphs of 
this report, see p. 1123, post. 
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The following gentlemen were put in nomination for that 
business: 
Mr. Edmund Jennings, by Mr. [James] Forbes; 
Mr. Labouchere, by Mr. [Henry] Laurens; 
Mr. Joshua Johnson, by Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer. 
Ordered, That Mr. [Meriwether] Smith have leave of 
absence. 
Ordered, That Mr. [William] Fleming have leave of absence. 
Resolved, That three members be elected to the Marine 
Committee, in the room of Mr. [William] Whipple, Mr. 
[Samuel] Huntington, and Mr. [William] Fleming: the mem- 
bers chosen, Mr. [Woodbury] Langdon, for New Hampshire; 
Mr. [Jesse] Root, for Connecticut; Mr. [James] Mercer, for 
Virginia. 
On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by 
Resolved, That tomorrow be assigned for the appoint- 
ment of a secretary for the minister plenipotentiary at 
the court of Versailles, and for each of the ministers who 
are to negotiate treaties with the courts of Spain and 
Great Britain. 
The following gentlemen were put in nomination. 
lor the minister plenipotentiary to negotiate a treaty 
of alliance and a treaty of commerce and amity with 
Spain, 
Mr. William Carmichael, by Mr. [Joseph] Hewes. 
Ty , 


: a 3 
For the minister plenipotentiary to negotiate a treaty 
of peace, and a treaty of commerce with Great Britain, 
Mr. John Trumbull, by Mr. [Henry] Laurens. 
Mr. Jonathan Trumbull, jun. by Mr. [Samuel] Holten, 
Mr. Francis Dana, by Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody. 
For the minister plenipotentiary at the court of 
Versailles, 
Mr. Peter Scull, by Mr. [Samuel John] Atlee. 
Mr. John Laurens, by Mr. [lelbridge] Gerry. 
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The committee, consisting of Mr. [John] Dickinson, 
Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, and Mr. [Henry] Marchant, 
appointed to prepare drafts of commissions, reported 
the same, which were agreed to as follows: 


For the minister plenipotentiary to negotiate a treaty of peace. 

The Delcgates of the United States of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia—To all who shall see these presents, send greeting. 

It being probable that a negotiation will soon be commenced 
for putting an end to the hostilities between his Most Christian 
Majesty and these [United] States, on the one part, and his 
Britannick Majesty on the other part; and it being the sincere 
desire of the United States that they may be terminated by a 
peace, founded on such solid and equitable principles as reason- 
ably to promise a permanency of the blessings of tranquillity: 
KNOW YE, THEREFORE, That we, confiding in the integrity, 
prudence and ability of have nominated and constituted, 
and by these presents do nominate and constitute him the 
said our minister plenipotentiary, giving him full power, 
general and special, to act in that quality, to confer, treat, agree 
and conclude, with the ambassadors or plenipotentiaries of his 
Most Christian Majesty, and of his Britanmck Majesty, and 
thosc of any other princes or states whom it may concern, vested 
with equal powers, relating to the re-establishment of peace and 
friendship; and whatever shall be so agreed and concluded, for 
us, and in our name to sign, and thereupon to make a treaty or 
treaties, and to transact every thing that may be necessary for 
completing, securing and strengthening the great work of paci- 
fication, m as ample form, and with the saine effect, as if we 
were personally present and acted therein; hereby promising, 
in good faith, that we will accept, ratify, fulfil and execute 
whatever shall be agreed, concluded and signed by our said 
minister plenipotentiary; and that we will never act nor suffer 
any person to act contrary to the same, in the whole or in any 
part. 

In witness whereof we have caused these presents to be given 
in Congress, at Philadelphia, the day of in the 
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year of our Lord, seventeen hundred and seventy nine, and in 
the fourth vear of the independence of the United States of 
America. 

Signed by the President, and sealed with his seal.' 


For the minister plenipotentiary to negotiate a treaty 
of amity and commerce with Great Britain. 


The Delegates of the United States of New Hampshire, &c. in 
Congress assembled—To all who shall see these presents, send 
greeting. 

It being the desire of the United States, that the peace which 
may be established between them and his Britannick majesty 
may be permanent, and accompanied with the mutual benefits 
derived from commerce: KNOW YE, THEREFORE, That we, 
confiding in the integrity, prudence and ability of have 
nominated and constituted, and by these presents do nominate 
and constitute him the said our minister plenipotentiary, 
giving him full power, general and special, to act in that quality, 
to confer, agree and conclude with the ambassador or plenipo- 
tentiary of his Britannick majesty, vested with equal powers, 
of and concerning a treaty of commerce; and whatever shall be 
so agreed and concluded for us and in our name, to sign, and 
thereupon make a treaty of commerce; and to transact every 
thing that may be necessary for completing, securing and 
strengthening the same, in as ample form, and with the same 
effect, as if we were personally present and acted therein; hereby 
promising, in good faith, that we will accept, ratify, fulfil and 
execute whatever shall be agreed, concluded and signed by our 
said minister plenipotentiary; and that we will never act, nor 
suffer any person to act, contrary to the same, in whole or im 
part. In witness whereof we have caused these presents to be 
given in Congress, at Philadelphia, the day of in the 
year of our Lord, 1779, and in the fourth year of the independence 
of the United States of America. 

Signed by the President, and sealed with his seal.? 

1This draft, in tho writing of John Dickinson, is inthe Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 47, folio 317. 


2The fact that this committee reported, and the two commissions, were not entered 
in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign affairs. 
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On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. 
[Jesse] Root, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
prepare the draft of a commission for the minister pleni- 
potentiary appointed to negotiate a treaty of amity 
and commerce and of alliance between the United States 
of America and his catholick majesty. 

The members—Mr. [William] Paca, Mr. [John] Ma- 
thews, and Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 

Ordered, That the said committee prepare the draft of 
a commission for each of the secretaries to be appointed. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
report proper salaries for the ministers plenipotentiary 
and their secretaries, respectively. 

The members, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Elbridge] 
Gerry, and Mr. [Jesse] Root. 

The committee, consisting of Mr. [Meriwether] Smith, 
Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, appointed to 
prepare instructions to the minister for negotiating with 
the court of Spain, having brought in a draft, the same 
was agreed to as follows: 

Instructions to the minister plenipotentiary for negotiating with 
the court of Spain 
SiR, 

By the treaties subsisting between his most christian majesty 
and the United States of America, a power is reserved to his 
catholic majesty to accede to the said treaties, and to participate 
in their stipulations, at such time as he shall judge proper, it 
being well understood, nevertheless, that if any of the stipula- 
tions of the said treaties are not agreeable to the court of Spain, 
his catholick majesty may propose other conditions analogous 
to the principal aim of the alliance, and conformable to the rules 
of equality, reciprocity and friendship. Congress is sensible of 
the friendly regard to these states manifested by his most chris- 
tian majesty, in reserving a power to his catholick majesty of 
acceding to the alliance entered into between his most christian 
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majesty and these United States; and therefore, that nothing 
may be wanting on their part to facilitate the views of his most 
christian majesty, and to obtain a treaty of alliance and of amity 
and commerce with his catholick majesty, have thought proper 
to anticipate any propositions which his catholick majesty 
might make on that subject, by yielding up to him those objects 
which they conclude he may have principally in view; and for 
that purpose have come to the following resolution: 

That if his catholick majesty shall accede to the said treaties, 
and, in concurrence with France and the United States of 
America, continue the present war with Great Britain for the 
purpose expressed in the treaties aforesaid, he shall not thereby 
be precluded from securing to himself the Floridas: On the con- 
trary, if he shall obtain the Floridas from Great Britain, these 
United States will guaranty the same to his catholick majesty: 
Provided always, that the United States shall enjoy the free 
navigation of the river Mississippi into and from the sea. 

You are therefore to communicate to his most christian 
majesty, the desire of Congress to enter into a treaty of alliance 
and of amity and commerce with his catholick majesty, and to 
request his favourable interposition for that purpose. At the 
same time, you are to make such proposal to his catholick 
majesty, as in your judgment, from circumstances, will be 
proper for obtaining for the United States of America equal 
advantages with those which are secured to them by the 
treaties with his most christian majesty; observing always the 
resolution aforesaid as the ultimatum of the United States. 

You are particularly to endeavour to obtain some convenient 
port or ports below the thirty-first degree of north latitude, on 
the Mississippi river, for all merchant vessels, goods, wares and 
merchandises belonging to the inhabitants of these states. 

The distressed state of our finances and the great depreciation 
of our paper money inclined Congress to hope that his catholick 
majesty, if he shall conclude a treaty with these states, will be 
induced to lend them money: You are therefore, to represent 
to him the great distress of these states on that account, and to 
solicit a loan of five millions of dollars upon the best terms in 
your power, not exceeding six per centum per annum, effectually 
to enable them to co-operate with the allies against the common 
enemy. But before you make any propositions to his catholick 
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majesty for a loan, you are to endeavour to obtain a subsidy in 
consideration of the guarantee aforesaid. 


The committee appointed to prepare a commission for 
the minister plenipotentiary to negotiate a treaty of 
amity and commerce, and of alliance with his catholick 
majesty, brought in a draft which was agreed to as 
follows: 


1The following instructions, in the writing of John Mathews, are in the Papers of 
the Continental Congress, No. 25, I, folio 329. They are endorsed ‘‘Postponed.’’ See 
Meriwether Smith’s paper, printed under September 17, 1779, p. 1084, ante. 


‘‘Instructions for the Minister who is to negotiate the Treaties of Alliance and Com- 
merce with his Most Catholic Majesty. 

‘*Srr, Congress being informed that to promote the treaty of Alliance, which these 
United States have proposed to enter into with his Most Catholic Majesty, it is neces- 
sary so far to deviate from the termsof the Treaty of Alliance which these States have 
entered into with his Most Christian Majesty as to admit the Territory of East and West 
Florida, when conquered or otherwise obtained from G. Britain by his Most Ca. M. to be 
annexed to his jurisdiction and government, have come into the following Resolutions, 
viz. (Here comes in the Resolution) 

‘You are therefore to inform his Most Ca. M. of the substance of the Resolution af? 
for his obtaining the Floridas, and that agreeable to the terms thereof these United 
States will cheerfully afford him their assistance in conquering the same; But should 
a cooperation on our part with a military force be expected by his Most Ca. M. you 
are to inform him of our inability on this Head. You are also to assure his Most C. 
M. that when the Floridas shall be conquered or otherwise obtained by him as afé, 
these States will guaranty the same to his Most Ca. M. to the same extent in which they 
were beld by him before the Treaty of Paris in 1763. 

‘You are to obtain an assurance in the said Treaty ot alliance, on the part of his Most 
Ca. M. that the United States shall enjoy the free navigation of the River Mississippi 
into and from the Sea. At the same time you are to inform his Most C. M. that these 
States find themselves constrained by the most urgent necessity to make this an ulti- 
matum, as the juture welfare of a great part of these States essentially depends thereon. 

‘‘You are also to use your utmost endeavors that one or more free port or ports on the 
sd. River Mississippi shall be established below the 31** Degree of N°. Latitude under 
such regulations and restrictions as may be agreed on between the Ministers negotiating 
the Said Treaties; But this proposition is not to be considered as an Ultimatum. 

‘You are to represent to his Most Ca. M. the depreciated state of our paper Currency, 
and that to enable us effectually to cooperate with their Most Christian and Catholic 
Majesties against the common enemy, it is indispensably necessary we should be 
supplied with a sum of money in specie. You are therefore to endeavor to procure 
from Ilis Most C. M. 2 loan of 5,000,000 of dollars on the best terms the same can be had. 

‘‘Tn all other matters you are to govern yourself by the Treaties subsisting between 
his Most Christian Majesty and these United States.”’ 
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FORM OF A COMMISSION, &C. 


The Delegates of the United States of New Hampshire, &c. 
in Conetess assembled—To all who shall see these presents, send 
greeting. 

Whereas an intercourse between the subjects of his catholick 
majesty and the citizens of the United States, founded on the 
principles of equality, reciprocity and friendship, may be of 
mutual advantage to both nations: and it being the sincere 
desire of the United States to enter into a treaty of alhance and 
of amity and commerce with his catholick majesty: KNow YE, 
THEREFORE, That we, confiding in the mtegrity, prudence and 
ability of have nominated and constituted, and by these 
presents do nominate and constitute him the said our 
minister plenipotentiary, giving hin full power, general and 
special, to act in that quality, to confer, treat, agree and con- 
clude with the ambassador or plenipotentiary of his catholick 
majesty vested with equal powers, of and concerning a treaty 
of amity and commerce, and of alliance, and whatever shall be 
so agreed and concluded for us and in our names, to sign, and 
thereupon make such treaty or treaties, conventions or agree- 
ments, as he shall judge conformable to the ends we have in 
view, In as ample forin, and with the same effect, as if we were 
personally present and acted therein; hereby promising in good 
faith, that we will accept, ratify, fulfil and execute whatever 
shall be agreed, concluded and signed by our said munister 
plenipotentiary; and that we will never act nor suffer any person 
to act contrary to the same, in the whole or in anv part. 

In witness whereof, we have caused these presents to be 
give in Congress, at Philadelphia, the day of , m the 
year of our Lord, , and in the year of the independ- 
ence of the United States of America. 

Signed by the President, and sealed with his seal.? 


Adjourned. 


' These proceedings were entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Forcign 
Affairs. Theinstructions to the minister to Spain and the fact of their being reported 
were not entered in this journal. 
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WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2g, 1779 


Mr. [Roger] Sherman, one of the delegates for Connecticut, 
attended and took his seat. 

A letter, of 10, from Mr. J[ohn] Adams; and one, of 28, 
from the Board of War, were read. 

A memorial from W. Palfrey, pay master general, was 
read: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Henry] 
Marchant, and Mr. [William] Paca. 

A petition of Joseph Jewell, and a petition of Bartholomew 
Treviss, were read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of this day, from Gideon Olmstead, was read: ° 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the memorial 
of Gideon Olmstead, and to confer with a committee of the 
eeneral assembly of the State of Pennsylvania, relative to 
carrying into execution the decree of the court of appeals 
concerning the sloop Active: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Jesse] Root, Mr. [William] Paca, 
and Mr. [Henry] Laurens. 

Ordered, That a copy of the above resolution be trans- 
mitted to the speaker of the general assembly of the State 
of Pennsylvania; and that he be requested to procure a 
committee of that house to be appointed to confer with the 
above committee.° 

The committee on the treasury brought ina report: Where- 
upon, 

1 This memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, VIII, folio 82. 

2 Jewell’s petition, dated September 27, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 42, IV, folio 17; that of Treviss, dated the 28th, in No. 42, VII, folio 354; Olmstead’s 
letter, in No. 78, XVII, folio 293. 


3 On the 30th the General Assembly appointed a committee of Thomas Smith, Joseph 
Gardner, and John Smilie. 
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Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Mr. H[enry] Laurens, for the amount of two bills of exchange 
drawn by John Lewis Gervais, late deputy pay master general 
in the southern district, one of the said bills bearing date the 
20th of August last, for thirteen thousand three hundred and 
thirty dollars and 60/90; and the other, for four thousand one 
hundred and fifty three dollars and 30/90; both of which 
sums amount to 17,484 dollars; for which the said John 
Lewis Gervais is to be accountable.’ 

That a warrant issue on William Gibbes, William Parker 
and Edward Blake, Esquires, commissioners of the conti- 
nental loan office for the State of South Carolina, in favour 
of John Lewis Gervais, Esq. late deputy pay master general 
in the southern district, for one hundred and twenty nine 
thousand one hundred dollars, for the use of his department; 
for which he is to be accountable.’ 

That on the application of the Medical Committee, a war- 
rant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Doctor Jonathan 
Potts, deputy director general, for one hundred and fifty 
thousand clollars, for the purchase of hospital stores, and for 
defraving the necessary expences of his department, and that 
another warrant issue on Thomas Smith, Esq. commissioner 
of the continental loan office, for the State of Pensylvania, 
in favour of the said Doctor Jonathan Potts, for seventy one 
thousand one hundred and forty four dollars, in loan office 
certificates foe+he-prrpese_ofdisehareire—adebt hie te 
Wi opie —Bac-—fou-tavelve-bes ie, ne 
i 1 ; the said 
Doctor Potts to be accountable for the sums aforesaid. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Ternant, for two thousand dollars, to defray 
his expences from South Carolina in bringing dispatches from 
Major General Lincoln. 


* 
4 


' Based upon a letter of September 6, from John Lewis Gervais. 
2 These paragraphs formed part of the report of September 27, noted on p. 1114, ante. 
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That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of William 
Palfrey, Esq. paymaster general, for two hundred thousand 
dollars, to be by him transmitted to John Boreman, Esq. 
deputy pay master general in the western district, for the 
payment of the troops and other expences of his department; 
the said William Palfrey, Esq. to be accountable.’ 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
G[eorge] Partridge, one of the delegates for the State of 
Massachusetts bay, on his application, for five thousand 
dollars; for which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
Nathaniel Peabody, one of the delegates for the State of New 
Hampshire, on his application, for five thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Frederic 
Bicking, paper maker, for sixteen thousand dollars; for which 
he is to be accountable.’ 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
Cfornelius] Harnett, one of the delegates for the State of 
North Carolina, on his application, for four thousand dollars; 
for which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of the 
delegates for the State of Virginia, on their application, 
for ten thousand dollars; for which the said State is to be 
accountaole. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of William 
Ramsay, one of the clerks in the chamber of accounts, on his 
application, for two thousand dollars; 

Another in favour of Patrick Ferrall, clerk in the auditor 
general’s office, on his application, for two thousand dollars; 
and 


1 This report, dated September 21, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 665. 

* This report, dated September 28, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 677. 
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Another in favour of William Govett, Esq. one of the com- 
missioners of accounts at the treasury, on his application, for 
three thousand dollars; for which sums they are respectively 
to be accountable.’ 

Whereas on the 28d day of August last, the delegates of the 
State of Virginia represented to Congress, that application 
was made to the said delegates by the board of trade in that 
State, to procure, on account of the State, a sum of conti- 
nental money, to be paid into the hands of John Moss, Esq. 
agent for the said State in the city of Philadelphia, for the pur- 
pose of purchasing supplies of cloathing and other necessaries 
for the immediate use of the troops of that State in the conti- 
nental army; and that it was proposed by the said board of 
trade, to repay the money by answering the bills or orders of 
the treasury, for the amount of the sum borrowed payable in 
the said State, or otherwise as Congress may direct: and 
whereas a warrant was accordingly issued by Congress on the 
continental treasurer, in favor of the said John Moss, Esq. 
for 400,000 dollars, the said State to be accountable: 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the board of trade of Vir- 
ginia, in favor of Jeremiah Wadsworth, commissary general 
of purchases, to be paid to the order of his assistants, Chal- 
oner & White, for 400,000 dollars, to reimburse a like sum 
lent to the said State as aforesaid; the said Jeremiah Wads- 
worth to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of William 
Geddes, Esq. one of the commissioners of accounts at the 
treasury, for three thousand dollars, on his application; for 
which he is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of John 
Levinus Clarkson, Jun. clerk to the Board of Treasury, on 


' This report, dated September 25 and 27, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 136, 111, folio 669. It also contained the paragraph on the salary of Patton, p. 1126, 
post. 
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his application, for fifteen hundred dollars; for which he is 
to be accountable.’ 

Resolved, That the daily pay of Robert Patton, messenger, 
and William Hurrie, door keeper of Congress, be increased to 
eight dollars, from the first of May last, and that in future 
they be allowed ten dollars per day, until the further order of 
Congress.” 

Resolved, ‘That the report of the Board of Treasury on the 
accounts of Major General Arnold be an order for Thursday 
the 7th of October next. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a person to examine 
the accounts of the several commissioners, commercial agents 
and others in Europe, entrusted with the public money of 
these United States; and, the ballots being taken, 

Mr. Joshua Johnson was elected. 

The delegates for the State of Virginia, to whom was 
referred the letter of the 27 from the Board of War with the 
letters enclosed, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That copies of the letters before-mentioned, be 
forthwith transmitted to the governor of Virginia, and that 
it be recommended to the executive of that State, to super- 
intend the stationing and safe keeping of the convention 
troops, in case any invasion shall be made on that State, and 
that the said executive do, from time to time, as oceasion 
may require, advise the Board of War of their proceedings 
in that business.* 


1 This report, dated September 28, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 681. 

? See note on p. 1125, ante. 

3 On the letter of the Board of War is endorsed the following report, in the writing of 
Cyrus Griffin: 

‘The delegates of Virginia, to whom were referred some intelligence from the Board 
of War, of September 27, beg leave to report: That should an expedition take place by 
the enemy of Eight thousand men to the state of Virginia, they are of opinion the Con- 
vention Troops might be rescued with great facility unless some expeditious and effec- 
tual measures are taken to prevent it. Therefore, Resolved, That the Governor and 
Council of Virginia be authorized and requested to separate the said Troops of the Con- 
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Congress proceeded to the election of secretaries; and 
the ballots being taken and counted, Mr. William Car- 
michael was elected secretary to the minister pleni- 
potentiary to negotiate a treaty of amity and commerce 
and of alliance with the court of Spain. 


vention if necessary, or to do whatever shall appear to the Executive best calculated 
for the safety of those troops and the public service.”? 

A letter from the Board of War, dated September 28, on this subject was read on the 
29th, and is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, I], folio 501. It is as 
follows: 

“War Orrice, September 28, 1779. 

‘*S1r, The Board having considered the intelligence from Major Walton and Lieut: 
Walcott relative tothe motions of the enemy at New York: and as it scems to beappre- 
hended by some gentlemen that the large embarkation mentioned may be intended 
for a descent in Virginia, for the purpose of rescuing the convention Troops; and there- 
fore that it is necessary to separate them: we beg leave to express our sentiments on the 
subject. 

‘A letter from Col° Bland, dated May 31*t, (having reference to the descent made 
by the enemy into the State about three weeks befcre) has the following passage— 
‘From the best computation I can make about three thousand militia might on emer- 
gency be called into actual service at this post (Charlotteville) in six days, from the 
adjacent counties allotted to reinforce this garrison if occasion should require, about 
fifteen hundred of which might be well armed, the others but indifferently.’ 

‘‘The State having lately detained 5000 muskets, the property of the United States, 
if they still keep them it will be easy to arm a large body of militia, and it appears from 
Col. Bland’s information that a competent number of men may in a short time be 
raised to remove the prisoners to a part of the State still more remote from any prac- 
ticable landing, or to another State out of the enemy's reach; those prisoners now 
amounting only to 2800 men (exclusive of commissioned Officers) and less than half 
of them British. 

‘We cannot persuade ourselves that at this time the enemy would hazard a part of 
their army in Virginia, even if they thought the rescue of the convention prisoners far - 
more practicable than we do. 

‘To separate them would give opportunities to great numbers to desert, from tho 
want of strong places of confinement: it would also create a very great expense. In- 
deed we know not where they could be sheltered from the weather for any length of 
time. Should necessity (in our opinion unlikely to happen) compel us to remove 
them, it would be for a very short time, as the enemy would soon give over a pursuit 
they would find to be fruitless. 

‘Upon the whole we are humbly of opinion, that nothing more is requisite than to 
apprize the executive of Virginia of the intelligence received relative to the prepara- 
tions for a large embarkation at New York, and to desire that fifteen hundred of the 
arms detained in the State may be sent to some convenient deposites, for the purpose of 
arming the militia of those counties adjacent to Albemarle, now actually allotted to 
reinforce the guards over the Convention prisoners.” 
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Mr. Francis Dana, secretary to the minister plentpo- 
tentiary to negotiate a treaty of peace and a treaty of 
commerce with Great Britain. 

Lieutenant Colonel John Laurens, secretary to the 
minister plenipotentiary of the United States at the 
court of Versailles. 

The committee appointed to report proper salaries 
brought in a report, which was read: After debate, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be 
postponed till to morrow. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 1779 


A letter, of 25th, from General Washington, was read.’ 

The hon® Mr. [Henry] Laurens informed Congress that 
there was a person in town, who, he had good reason to 
believe, was possessed of very important intelligence which 
he would willingly communicate: 

Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to exam- 
ine the said person, and that it be in their discretion either to 
report the intelligence to Congress, or take immediate order 
thereon: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Henry] Laurens, Mr. [Roger] 
Sherman, and Mr. [William Churchill] Houston. 

A letter, of 29th, from the Board of War, was read, enclos- 
ing the letter, of 19th, from Major General Greene, which on 
the 25th was referred to them.’ 

Ordered, That the letter of General Greene, with the papers 
enclosed therein, be returned to the Board of War, and filed 
in their office until further order. 


' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, folio 41. 
? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 507. 
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A letter, of 29, from the president of the State of Pensy!]- 
vania, was read:’ 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Mercer, Mr. [William 
Churchill] Houston, and Mr. [James] Lovell. 

A memorial of John Ely was read: ? 

Ordered, That it be dismissed. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Mr. [Henry] Wynkoop, one of the delegates for the State of 
Pensylvania, on his application, for fifteen hundred dollars; 
for which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of George 
Bond, assistant in the secretary’s office of Congress, on his 
application, for two thousand dollars; for which he is to be 
accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Thomas 
Edison, assistant in the secretary’s office of Congress, on his 
application, for two thousand dollars; for which he is to be 
accountable.’ 

A report from the Board of War was read: 


AT A Boarp or War, September 28, 1779. 

Present, Col? Pickering, and MT! Peters. 

The Board taking into consideration the letter from Licutenant 
Colonel Fleury, with the certificate of General Washington enclosed 
therein, and having conversed with Lieutenant Colonel Fleury on the 
subject, find that he wishes a Furlough more enlarged. The merit 
and extraordinary services of this gentleman entitle him to every 
reasonable mark of attention and indulgence. It is unnecessary for 
us to say any thing in favor of Mons! Fleury after the most honorable 
and ample certificate from General Washington. We are happy how- 
ever in joining our testimnony to the General’s as we are convinced by 

' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congrcss, No. 69, II, folio 153. 

* This memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, III, folio 21. 


* This report, dated September 30, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
156, III, folio 685. 
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an intelligence from all quarters of information of the gallantry and 
great activity of Colonel Fleury. We therefore beg leave to report, 

That the Furlough granted to Lieutenant Colonel Fleury who 
expresses a desire to return to France on business of an interesting 
nature to his private affairs, be on his application in France for the 
purpose, extended for so long a time as the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
these States at the Court of Versailles shall deem proper, Congress 
being willing to grant every mark of their indulgence and regard to so 
gallant and meritorious an officer.’ 


Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

The committee on the departments of the quarter master 
and commissary general, to whom were referred the letters 
of 24 August from General Washington, and the 5th Sep- 
tember from J. Wadsworth, brought in a report; Whereupon, 


The Committee for superintending the Commissary and Quarter 
Master’s Department, to whom was referred the letters of General 
Washington and the Commissary General respecting bread for the 
army, beg leave to report: 

That your Commissaries have on hand not more than a suffi- 
ciency of bread and flour for the Army to subsist upon until the 
1st of next month. 

That the exertions of the Commissaries aided with all the assist- 
ance your Committee could give them, for some time past, have 
been attended with little success, owing as your Committee sup- 
pose to an objection the farmers have to threshing their grain in 
this busy season, the prospect of getting more for it hereafter, and 
an idea they entertain that if they part with their wheat, they will 
be less able to procure salt, sugar, &c. which articles they want. 

That the Commissary general, pressed by the necessities of the 
army, has been induced to promise the people of New York State 
Salt, sugar, &c. in exchange for wheat and flour. Which 
mode of purchasing, your committee are of opinion, 
will have an ill influence on the credit of our money if generally 
adopted, and can be justified only in cases of extreme necessity. 

That the State of New York for more than three years past hath 
been deprived of all her seaports, by the operations of the enemy, 
and the Inhabitants been wholly dependant on the other States for 


Pream. negatlved 


1 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, I, folio 505. 
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supplies of salt and other foreign commodities, whereby they have 
laboured under many disadvantages peculiarly distressing. 

That the United States have been much served by the vigorous and 
continued efforts of that State in the common cause, and therefore 
its inhabitants may justly expect Congress should regard their par- 
ticular situation, and as far as may be consistent with the principles 
of equality and public good endeavor to alleviate the distresses 
peculiar to it. 

Wherefore, to mamfest the sense Congress entertain of their exer- 
tions under all their difficulties, and to encourage and enable them 
to persevere in the same line of conduct, and the better to supply 
their present wants, 

Your Committee submit the following resolutions to the Consid- 
eration of Congress— 

Resolved, That Mr. J. Bradford, continental agent at 
Boston, be directed to sell and deliver out of the stores 
of these States there, to the State of New York, on or 
before the first day of January next, or to such person 
or persons as shall be authorized by them for the purpose, 
any quantity of sugar and rum not exceeding five hundred 
hogsheads of the former, and fifty hogsheads of the latter, 
at the current wholesale price of those articles in cash: and 
that it be recommended to the legislature or the executive 
powers of the said State, to cause the said rum and sugar 
to be sold and distributed among the people in such man- 
ner, as that all may partake of the benefit intended them, 
and at no higher price than will raise the amount of the 
prime cost and charges: 

That the Marine Committee be directed to give the nec- 
essary orders to enable the commissary general to perform 
his engagements actually made with the people for sugar, &c. 

On passing this resolution, the yeas and nays being re- 
quired by Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, 


1132 Journals of Congress 











New Hampshire, Maryland, 

Mr. Peabody, no Mr. Forbes, no ! di 

Langdon, reel eo Jenifer, ay ‘i 
Massachusetts Bay, Virgimea, 

Mr. Lovell, no Mr. Griffin, ay 
Holten, ay ¢ ay Mercer, ay } ay 
Partridge, ay Fitzhugh, ay 

Rhode Island, North Carolina, 
Mr. Marchant, no } no Mr. Harnett, ay 
Connecticut, Hewes, ay { ay 

Mr. Sherman, LY Sharpe, ay 
Huntington, ay | ay | South Carolina, 

Root, RY Mr. Laurens, ay | 
New Jersey, Mathews, ay y 

Mr. Fell, yale 

Tlouston, ay J 
Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Armstrong, LY 
Atlee, ay : ay 
Wynkoop, ay | 


So it was resolved in the afrmative. 

That the commissary general be informed, that although 
the necessity of the case may justify his using the expe- 
dient in this instance, yet Congress cannot approve of his 
making any purchases in ordinary cases, otherways than for 
money: 

Resolved, That the Commercial Committee be directed to take 
care that a sufficient quantity of salt be procured for the army, and 
for that purpose that they have hberty to export flour 
as soon as the exigencies of the army of our alhes 
are provided for.! 

Resolved, That a member be added to the Committee on 
the Treasury, in the room of Mr. [William] Carmichael: 

The member chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

A letter from the Minister of France was read: 
Whereupon, 


1 This report, in the writing of Jesse Root, isin the Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, No. 29, folio 101. 
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Resolved, That the President inform the Honorable 
Sieur Gérard, Minister Plenipotentiary of France, that 
Congress are much obliged by his polite offer to detain 
the frigate Sensible, for the accommodation of Mr. 
Adams and his secretary on their passage to France; 
and that they accept the same on condition Mr. Adams 
can be prepared for his departure in such reasonable 
time as that it may not be too great an inconvenience 
to detain the vessel.’ 

Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1779 


A letter, of Ist, and one, of 5 September, from Major 
General Lincoln; and a letter, of 19 August, from Brigadier 
Count Pulaski, were read. 

A petition of Major [F.] Stein, a prisoner of General Knyp- 
hausen’s regiment was read:’ 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order thereon. 

A petition of Hannah Thomas, relict and executrix of the 
late Major General Thomas, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A petition of Robert Jewell, keeper of the new jail, was 
read: ° 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter from the Marine Committee was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee, and 
that they be directed to prepare and report a plan of regula- 
tions for conducting the naval affairs of the United States, 
and that the committee formerly appointed for that purpose 
be discharged. 


! This resolution was entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs. 

2 Lincoln’s letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 158, folios 271, 
275; that of Pulaski, in No. 164, folio 108; the Stein petition, in No. 41, TX, folio 86. 

3This petition is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, IV, folio 21. 
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The Board of War, to whom was referred their report 
respecting Lieutenant Colonel Fleury, brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a high sense of the zeal, 
activity, military genius and gallantry of Lieutenant Colonel 
Fleury, which he has exhibited on a variety of occasions dur- 
ing his service in the armies of these states, wherein, while he 
has rendered essential benefit to the American cause, he has 
deservedly acquired the esteem of the army and gained unfad- 
ing reputation for himself. 

That the President be directed to communicate this Resolution to 
Lieutenant Colonel Fleury, and to inform him that Congress, holding 
his services in grateful Remembrance, will be ever ready to afford him 
Proof of their Confidence and Esteem.' 

A report from the commissioners on the accounts of Major 
General Arnold, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of five: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Henry] Laurens, Mr. [James] 
Mercer, Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, Mr. [Samuel] Holten, and 
Mr. [William] Paca. | 

Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury on the 
accounts of Major General Arnold, which on the 29th Septem- 
ber was set down as an order for Thursday next, be referred 
to the said committee. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Fell, seconded by Mr. [John] 
Mathews, 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be given to the 
hon’* John Jay, Esq. late President, in testimony of their 
approbation of his conduct 1n the chair, in the execution of 
public business. 

Resolved, That to morrow, immediately after reading the 
Journal, Congress be resolved into a Committee of the Whole 
to consider further the reports relative to Finance. 

1 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, 11, folio 511. 
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Ordered, That the report of the committee respecting 
proper salaries be re-committed.* 
Adjourned to 10 oCloek to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 1779 


On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr. [Na- 
thaniel] Peabody, Congress came to the following resolution: 

Whereas in the first resolution of Congress of the 24 Sep- 
tember last, relative to a district of country called “New 
Hampshire Grants,” is the following clause, viz. 

“And also to authorize Congress to proceed to hear and 
determine all disputes subsisting between the grantees of the 
several states aforesaid with one another, or with either of 
the said states, respecting title to lands lying in the said 
district, to be heard and determined in the mode prescribed 
for such eases by the articles of confederation aforesaid:”’ 
and whereas no provision 1s made in the said articles of con- 
federation for hearing and determining disputes between 
any State and the grantees of any other State: 

Resolved unanimously, That the clause above recited be 
repealed. 

Resolved unanimously, That it be, and hereby is recom- 
mended to the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts 
Bay and New York, to authorize Congress to proceed to 
hear and determine all disputes subsisting between the 
grantees of the several states aforesaid, with one another, or 
with either of the said states, respecting title to lands lying 
in the said district, to be heard and determined by “com- 
missioners or judges,” to be appointed in the mode pre- 
seribed by the ninth article of the confederation aforesaid. 

Ordered, ‘That a copy of the preceding resolves be trans- 
mitted to the said states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts 


'This was entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs. 


1136 Journals of Congress 


Bay and New York, and also to the inhabitants of the New 
Hampshire Grants. 

A motion was made by Mr. [James] Mercer, seconded by 
Mr. [William] Sharpe, that a set of resolutions which he read 
in his place relative to finance be received and referred to 
the committee of the whole: 

Question put, resolved in the affirmative. 

Congress was resolved into a committee of the whole, and 
after some time the President resumed the chair and Mr. 
[Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer reported, that the committee 
have had under consideration the reports of the committee, 
and the propositions relative to finance, which were referred 
to them, and made some progress therein, but not having 
come to a conclusion, desire leave to sit again. 

October 2. The first resolution amended in committee of the 
whole, 

Resolved, That in addition to the sums required by the resolutions 
of Congress of the 22nd November, 1777, and 2 January, and 21 May, 
1779, the several states be called on to raise in such manner as they 
may judge expedient, sufficient sums to enable them to pay into the 
continental treasury, on the first day of Marek February next, and on 
the first day of each succeeding month, until the first of October next, 
inclusive, their respective proportions of fifteen million dollars, viz; 


New Hampshire Delaware 
Massachusetts Bay Maryland 
Rhode Island and _ Providence Virginia 
Plantations North Carolina 
Connecticut South Carolina 
New York Georgia, being invaded, is 
New Jersey hereafter to raise its pro- 
Pensylvania portion. 


2nd. Resolution. That all sums which may be paid into the conti- 
nental treasury, or to the order of Congress, by any of the states dur- 
ing the continuance of the war, shall be passed 
Passed to their respective credits upon interest on the 
terms prescribed by the first article of a resolu- 

tion of Congress of the 22 November, 1777. 
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And that each respective state be also credited ten per cent on 
the monthly payments that it shall punctually make, agreeable to 
the foregoing resolution; provided, that such state 

Negatlved shall have paid its proportions of the sums required 

by the several resolutions mentioned in the said 
resolve.? 

Resolved, That on Monday next, immediately after reading 
the public dispatches, Congress be resolved into a committee 
of the whole, to consider farther the subject of finance. 

On a representation from the executive of Virginia, to the 
executive of Maryland, which was communicated to Con- 
gress by the delegates of Maryland; 

And on motion of Mr. [William] Paca, seconded by Mr. 
{James] Forbes, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the governor and 
council of Maryland, to permit as much bread, flour and 
wheat to be exported for the State of Virginia, as the said 
State may want for its public supply. 

Ordered, That Mr. [John] Collins have leave of absence. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by, 


Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to 
lay in such stores as they may deem necessary for the 
use of the Minister lately appointed to the Court of 
Spain, and of the Minister of his Most Christian Majesty, 
now about to depart for France; and to prepare all nec- 
essary accommodation on board the frigate Confederacy, 
for the said Ministers and their families. And that the 
Marine Committee make the like provision for Mr. 
Adams and his family on their passage for France.’ 

Adjourned to 10 oClock on Monday. 


'These minutes, in the writing of Charles Thomson, are in the Papers of the Con- 
tinental Congress, No. 26, folio 67. 
? This resolution was entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 4, 1779 


Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke, one of the delegates for Delaware, 
attended, and took his seat. 

A letter, of the 30 September, from General Washington, 
was read: 

On motion of Mr. [James] Forbes, seconded by Mr. [Wil- 
liam] Paca, 

Resolved, That Colonel Clarke be directed to halt the North 
Carolina troops at Trenton, till farther orders. 

A letter, of 23 September, from J. Adams, and one, of the 
30 September, from Major Samuel Hayes, were read. 

A letter, of 30th September, from J. Wadsworth, commis- 
sary general of purchases; and a letter, of 2 instant, from the 
president of Pensylvania to the Board of War, were read:’ 

Ordered, That they be referred to the committee for super- 
intending the quarter master and commissary general’s 
departments. 

A letter from Captain Michael Hyndman and others, pris- 
oners, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 

A petition of Captain R. Moor, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Com- 
merce to take order thereon. 

A representation of Robert Martin, in behalf of the inhab- 
itants of Northumberland county in Pensylvania, respecting 
the money called out of circulation, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury, to 
take order thereon. 

A petition of Charles Phelps was read, respecting the 
preservation of white pine timber: 


1 The Washington letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, 
folio 57; that of Hayes, in No. 78, XI, folio 455; that of Wadsworth, in No. 78, XXIV, 
folio 153. The letter of Adams is printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the 
American Revolution (Wharton), III, 334. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 

A letter, of September 21, from the council of Massachu- 
setts bay, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Mercer, Mr. [William 
Churchill] Houston, and Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

A letter, of this day, from Mr. J[ohn] Jay, late President, 
was read: 

Ordered, That the vote of thanks, and this letter in answer 
thereto, be published. 

A letter, of September 29, from General Washington, was 
read, enclosing a letter of 28th of the said month, from 
Baron de Frey, captain in Brigadier Count Pulaski’s legion, 
was read; and also a memorial of Captain Charlesde Frey, 
requesting leave of absence for eight months, to revisit his 
native country; * Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Captain Charles de Frey have leave of 
absence for eight months. 

Ordered, That the memorial of Captain de Frey be referred 
to the Board of Treasury. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Mr. J[ohn] Collins, delegate for the State of Rhode island, for 
four thousand dollars; the said State to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
[William] Sharpe, delegate for the State of North Carolina, 
for the sum of two thousand five hundred dollars; the said 
State to be accountable.’ 

That the following warrants issue in favour of Major Gen- 
eral Greene, quarter master general, or to Charles Pettit, 


' The Massachusetts letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 65, I, folio 
412; that of Jay, in No. 78, XIII, folio 113; that of Washington, in No. 152, VIII, folio 
49; that of Frey is on folio 53, and his memorial is in No. 41, IIT, folio 196. 

1 This report, dated October 4, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 695. 
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assistant Q. M. G., or the order of either of them, on an appli- 
cation of the 23 of September last, from Charles Pettit, Esq. 
assistant quarter master general, for five millions of dollars, 
for the use of the said department; and for which the said 
Major General Greene is to be accountable, viz. 

A warrant on John Lawrence, Esq. commissioner of the 
continental loan office in the State of Connecticut, for four 
hundred thousand dollars. | 

Another warrant on Derick Ten Broeck, Esq. commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office in the State of New York, 
or his successor in office, for two hundred thousand dollars. 

Another warrant on Joseph Borden, Esq. commissioner of 
the continental loan office in the State of New Jersey, for 
three hundred thousand dollars. 

Another warrant on Thomas Harwood, Esq. commissioner 
of the continental loan office, in the State of Maryland, for 
three hundred thousand dollars. 

Another warrant on William Armistead, Esq. commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Virginia, 
for eight hundred thousand dollars; and, 

Another warrant on the treasurer for three million dollars. 

Resolved, That a person be appointed secretary to the 
Board of Ordnance, and pay master to the Board of War 
and Ordnance; and that he be allowed the same pay as a 
commissioner of the chamber of accounts. 

The following gentleman was put in nomination, 

Joseph Carleton by Mr. [Joseph] Hewes.’ 

On motion of Mr. [John] Collins, seconded by Mr. 
[Henry] Laurens, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed 
to prepare a further instruction to the minister pleni- 
potentiary appointed to negotiate with the court of 
Spain relative to obtaining an article for allowing the 


1 This report, dated October 1, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
ITI, folio 689. 
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inhabitants of the United States the liberty of taking 
salt from Sal Tortuga. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Henry] Laurens, Mr. [Wil- 
liam] Paca, and Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

On motion of Mr. [Henry] Marchant, seconded by 
Mr. [Henry] Laurens, 

Resolved, That the said committee be directed to 
prepare an instruction relative to the privilege of cut- 
ting logwood. 

The commissions as agreed to, for the minister pleni- 
potentiary to negotiate a treaty of amity and com- 
merce and of alliance with the Court of Spain, and for 
the minister plenipotentiary for negotiating a treaty of 
peace and a treaty of commerce with G. Britain, being 
engrossed, with blanks left for inserting the names and 
titles of the ministers and also dates of the commis- 
sions, 

A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded 
by Mr. [William] Paca, 

That the blank for the name and titles of the minis- 
ter in the first commission be filled up with the words, 
“The honourable John Jay, esquire, late President of 
“Congress, and chief justice of the state of New York:”’ 
And that the first blank in the other two commissions, 
be filled up with the words, ‘The honourable John 
‘‘Adams, esquire, late commissioner of the United States 
“of America at the court of Versailles, late delegate in 
“Congress from the state of ‘“‘Massachusctts Bay, and 
“chief justice of the said state.” 

The first proposition being taken into consideration, 

A motion was made by Mr. [Henry] Marchant, sec- 
onded by Mr. [George] Partridge, to strike out the words 
‘Yate President of Congress and chief justice of the 
“state of New York.” 


1142 Journals of Congress 


And on the question, Shall those words stand, the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Henry] Marchant— 








New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, ay | ay Mr. Atlee, ay } ay 
Langdon, no ‘| Delaware, 
Massachusetts Bey, Mr. Vandyke, no } no 
Mr. Gerry, ay Maryland, 
Holten, ay | ay Mr. Paca, ay 
Partridge, no Yorbes, ay + ay 
Rhode Island, Jenifer, ay 
Mr. Marchant, no qe Virginia, 
Collins, ay ‘| Mr. Griffin, ay 
Connecticut, Mercer, ay | ay 
Mr. Sherman, ay Fitzhugh, ay 
Huntington, ay | ay | North Carolina, 
Root, ay Mr. Harnett, ay | 
New Jersey, Hewes, ay se 
Mr. Fell, ay South Carolina, 
Houston, ay ay Mr. Mathews, no } no 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

On the question, 

Resolved, That the first blank in the commission for 
negotiating with the court of Spain, be filled up with 
the words, ‘“‘The honourable John Jay, esquire, late 
‘‘President of Congress and chief justice of the state of 
“New York.” 

On debating the motion for filling up the like blanks 
in the other two commissions, 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded 
by Mr. [Henry] Marchant, to strike out the words, 
“late commissioner of the United States of America 
“at the court of Versailles, late delegate in Congress 
‘“‘from the state of Massachusetts Bay, and chief justice 
“of the said state.” 

And on the question, Shall those words stand, the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Henry] Marchant, 
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It was resolved in the affirmative, the members an- 
swering as in the foregoing question .’ 

On the question, 

Resolved, That the like blanks in the other two com- 
missions, namely, for negotiating a treaty of peace, and 
for negotiating a treaty of commerce with Great Britain, 
be filled up with, “The honourable John Adams, esquire, 
‘late commissioner of the United States of America at 
“the court of Versailles, late delegate in Congress from 
“the state of Massachusetts Bay, and chief justice of 
“the said state.’ 

Resolved, That the commissions be dated the twenty- 
ninth day of September, 1779. 

The committee, to whom was recommitted the report 
respecting proper salaries for the ministers plenipoten- 
tiary and thei secretaries, respectively, brought in a 
report, which was taken into consideration. 

And a motion being made to strike out ‘“‘three thou- 
“sand,” reported by the committee for the salary of 
the ministers plenipotentiary— 

On the question, Shall ‘‘three thousand” stand, the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Henry] Marchant— 








New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
Mr. Langdon, | no Mr. Fell, ny | di 
Massachusetts Bay, Houston, “it eae 
Mr. Gerry, ay di Pennsylvania, 
Holten, no Mr. Armstrong, no | Ae 
Rhode Island, Atlee, ay : 
Mr. Marchant, no}no | Delaware, 
Connecticut, Mr. Vandyke, ay | ay 
Mr. Sherman, no Maryland, 
Huntington, no } no Mr. Paca, ny 
Root, ay forbes, ay | ay 
New York, Jenifer, Ly 
Mr. Lewis, ay | ay* 


1The vote in detail is entered in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs. 
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Virginia, North Carolina, 
Mr. Griffin, ay Mr. Harnett, ay }ay* 
Mercer, ay tay | South Carolina, 
Fitzhugh, ay Mr. Laurens, no | 3: 
Mathews, ay “a 


So the states were equally divided, and that sum was 
struck out. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 
seconded by Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin, that the blank be filled 
with “two thousand five hundred.’ And on the ques- 
tion to agree to this, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. [Henry] Marchant— 











New Hampshire, | Delaware, 
Mr. Langdon, no ¢ no Mr. Vandyke, ay } ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Maryland, 

Mr. Gerry, ay Mr. Paca, ay 
Holten, no : no Forbes, ay } ay 
Partridge, no Jenifer, ay 

Rhode Island, Virginia, 
Mr. Marchant, no}no Mr. Griffin, ay 
Connecticut, Mercer, ay } ay 

Mr. Sherman, no Fitzhugh, ay 
Huntington, ay }ay | North Carolina, 

Root, ay Mr. Harnett, ay }ay* 
New Jersey, South Carolina, 

Mr. Fell, ay Mr. Laurens, no | 3; 

Houston, ay ay Mathews, ay “a 
Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Armstrong, no ! ae 

Atlee, ay ; 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Henry] Marchant, 
seconded by Mr. [Woodbury] Langdon, to strike out 
‘‘one thousand,” the sum reported as the salary for the 
secretaries. And on the question, Shall “one thou- 
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“sand” stand, the yeas and nays being required by 
Mr. [Woodbury] Langdon— 











New ITampshire, Delaware, 
Mr. Langdon, no } no Mr. Vandyke, ay } ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Maryland, 

Mr. Gerry, Ry Mr. Paea, ay 
Lovell, ay |. Forbes, ay} ay 
Holten, ay y Jenifer, ay 
Partridge, no Virginia, 

Rhode Island, Mr. Griffin, hy 
Mr. Marchant, no } no Mereer, ay } ay 
Connecticut, Fitzhugh, ay 
Mr. Sherman, no North Carolina, 
Huntington, no no Mr. Harnett, ay 
Root, no Sharpe, ay | i 
New York, South Carolina, 
Mr. Lewis, ay}ay*)} Mr. Laurens, no | div 
New Jersey, Mathews, ay ; 

Mr. Fell, ay | ay 

Houston, no ; 
Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Armstrong, ay | ,. 

Atlee, ; no BN 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

On the question, 

Resolved, That eaeh of the ministers plenipotentiary 
be allowed at the rate of two thousand five hundred 
pounds sterling per annum, and each of their scc- 
retaries at the rate of one thousand pounds sterling 
per annum, in full for their services and expenses 
respceetively. 

That the salary of each of the said officers be ecom- 
puted from the time of his leaving his place of abode, 
to enter on the duties of his offiee, and be continued 
three months after notice of his recall. 
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Ordered, ‘That so much of the report as relates to 
providing for the payment of the above salaries be 
referred to the committee of commerce.’ 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 1779 


A letter, of 830 September, from Major General Sullivan, 
was read, enclosing sundry papers giving an account of the 
success of his expedition into the Indian country. 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Intelli- 
gence. 

A letter, of 3 October, from Major Elisha Walton, ¢s4n<en 







a ava pe ora is Ly 


C-Estaine was read:° 
Resolved, That to morrow, immediately after reading the 
journal, Congress be resolved into a committee of the whole 
to consider the subject of finance. 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 6, 1779 


Mr. G[ouverneur] Morris, a delegate for New York, at- 
tended, and took his seat in Congress. 

According to order Congress was resolved into a committee 
of the whole on the subject of Finance, and after some time, 
the President resumed the chair, and Mr. [Daniel of St. 
Thomas] Jenifer reported, that the committee have come to 
sundry resolutions which he was ordered to report, and far- 
ther to desire leave to sit again: 


‘These proceedings were entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign 
Affairs. It has been impossible to follow the entries contained in this Journal ver- 
batim. 

?Sullivan’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 160, folio 302; 
that of Walton, in No. 78, XXIV, folio 89. 
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The report being received, was read. 

A letter, of this day, from Major General Arnold, was 
read ;' 

On motion of Mr. [Gouverneur} Morris, seconded by Mr. 
[Elbridge] Gerry, 

Ordered, That the President inform General Arnold that 
his application ought to be made to the executive authority 
of the State of Pensylvania, in whose disposition to protect 
every honest citizen Congress have full confidence, and highly 
disapprove the insinuations of every individual to the con- 
trary. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee of the whole; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That, in addition to the sums required by the 
resolutions of Congress of the 22 November, 1777, and 2 Janu- 
ary and 21 May, 1779, the several states be called on to 
raise, in such manner as they may judge expedient, sufficient 
sums to enable them to pay into the continental treasury or 
to the order of Congress, on the first day of February next, 
and on the first day of each sueceeding month, until the 
first of October next, inclusive, their respective proportions 
of fifteen million dollars: 

That all sums which may be so paid by any of the states 
during the continuance of the war, shall be passed to their 
respective credits, on the terms prescribed by the first article 
of a resolution of Congress of the 22 November, 1777: 

And that the several states be respectively charged with the 
annual interest of six per centum on all deficiencies in the pay- 
ment of the several quotas which have been or may be re- 
quired of them: 

On passing this clause, the yeas and nays being required 
by Mr. [Henry] Laurens, 


'This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 162, folio 185. 
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Pennsylvania, 





Mr. Peabody, ay Mr. Armstrong, no 
Langdon, ay a Atlee, ay fay 
Massachusetts Bay, Wynkoop, av 
Mr. Gerry, ay Delaware, 
Lovell, ay | Mr. Van Dyke, ay jay 
Holten, ay [2Y Maryland, 
Partridge, no Mr. Forbes, ay |. 
Rhode Island, Jenifer, ay y 
Mr. Marchant, ay fay Virginia, 
Connecticut, Mr. Griffin, ay 
Mr. Sherman, ay Mercer, ay la 
Huntington BY }ay Fitzhugh, ay | 
Root, no North Carolina, 
New York, Mr. Harnett, no Ino 
Mr. Morris, ay Sharpe, no 
Lewis, ay |°Y | South Carolina, 
New Jerscy, Mr. Laurens, no 
Mr. Fell, ay Mathews, no jo 
Houston, ay ls 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That the encouragement offered by the resolution 
of Congress of the 29 June last, for promoting loans, be ex- 
tended to all sums which may be paid into the continental 
loan offices on or before the Ist day of March next, to the 
amount of the blank loan office certificates which are already 
ordered to be struck by Congress: 

That any person subscribing 10,000 dollars or upwards, 
shall be allowed to pay one half thereof within fourteen days 
after the subscription, and the residue at the end of two 
months after the first payment, the whole to bear interest 
from the time of the first payment, if the other is punctually 
made. 

Resolved, That a committee of one member from each 
State be appointed to consider and report the sums to be 
paid into the continental treasury by the respective states, 
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to make up the 15 millions required in the foregoing resolu- 
tions: the members chosen, Mr. [William Churchill] Hous- 
ton, Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. 
[Henry] Laurens, Mr. [Henry] Marchant, Mr. [Cornelius] 
Harnett, Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. 
[James] Mercer, Mr. [Samuel] Atlee, Mr. [Daniel of St. 
Thomas] Jenifer and Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris. 

Resolved, That to morrow Hamediateh-efter readies the 
dispatehes, Congress be resolved into a committee of the 
whole to consider further the subject of finance. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee of the 23d July 
be referred to the said committee. 

Another letter, of this day, from General Arnold, was read." 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 7, 1779 


A letter, of 25 September, from the governor of Virginia, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 5, from R. Bache, post master general, was read: ” 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the post 
office; and that three members be elected for that coramittee, 
in the room of Mr. S[amuel] Adams, Mr. [William] Ellery and 
Mr. Rfichard] Hfenry] Lee, who are absent: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin, Mr. [Samuel] 
Holten and Mr. [William Churchill] Houston. 

A letter, of 25 September, from Mons. L’Eglize was read: ° 

Ordered, That tt be referred to the Board of War. 


‘ This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 162, folio 187. 

2 Jefferson’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 71, I, folio 271; 
that of Bache, in No. 61, folio 43. 

3 This letter is in tho Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, VIII, folto 331. 
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On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr. 
[Gouverneur] Morris, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several states to 
direct their treasurers to transmit to Congress, on the first 
day of every month, returns of the sums which they may have 
respectively received for supplying the continental treasury; 
that the money mentioned therein be credited from the 
respective dates of the returns, and that the same be entered 
on the journals of Congress. 

The committee appointed to apportion the quotas of the 
respective states, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the quotas of the several states to make up 
the monthly assessment of fifteen millions of dollars, to be 
paid the first day of February next, and the first day of each 
succeeding month, to the first day of October next, inclusive, 
be as follows: 


New Hampshire, 400,000 | Delaware, 170,000 
Massachusetts Bay, 2,300,000 | Maryland, 1,580,000 
Rhode Island, &c. 200,000 | Virginia, 2,500,000 
Connecticut, 1,700,000 | North Carolina, 1,000,000 
New York, 750,000 | South Carolina, 1,200,000 
New Jersey, 900,000 a 
Pennsy!vania, 2,300,000 15,000,000 


Georgia being invaded, is hereafter to raise its proportion. 

On motion of Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, seconded 
by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, 

Resolved, That neither the present nor any former appor- 
tionment of quotas of taxes to the several states be considered 
as a precedent.’ 

Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


'This report, in the writing of William Churchill Houston, and motion, in the 
writing of Roger Sherman, are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 26, folio 65. 
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A letter, of 4, from General Washington, and one, of the 
saine date, from J. Wadsworth, commissary general of pur- 
chases, were read: * 

Ordered, That they be referred to the delegates of Delaware, 
Maryland and South Carolina, to take order thereon. 

The Marine Committee laid before Congress a letter, of 
27 [23] September, from J. Bradford, continental agent at 
Boston, which was read: ” 

Ordered, That it be referred to 2 committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Mercer, Mr. [John] 
Mathews, and Mr. [James] Forbes. 

The Marine Committee also laid before Congress a letter, 
of 7, from the navy board in the middle district: * 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to James Ander- 
son, detected in selling a quantity of hemp belonging to the 
public, be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Jesse] Root, Mr. [William] Paca, 
and Mr. [Henry] Marchant. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of the delegates for the State of New York, for three hundred 
dollars, for which the said State 1s to be accountable.‘ 

The auditor general reports, that agreeably to the order of 
the Board of Treasury, he has examined the accounts of 


? Washington’s Ictter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, 
folio 73. It is printed in the Writings of Washington (Ford), VIII, 73; that of Wads- 
worth, in No. 78, XXTV, folio 93. 

? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, HI, folio 351. 

? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 37, folio 151. 

* This report, dated Octoher 6, ts in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
IIT, folio 703. 
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William Govett, late deputy auditor general, for sundry 
contingent expences paid by order of the Board, and finds 
there is due to the said William Govett, a ballance amounting 
to forty one dollars and forty ninetieths: ’ 

Ordered, That the said ballance be paid. 

The commissioners report, 

That there is due to Samuel Downe, one of the commis- 
sioners for counting and destroying the emissions of April 
and May, for his services to the 23 September, last, the sum 
of seven hundred and ninety eight dollars: 

That there is due to Robert Jewell, keeper of the State 
prison in Philadelphia, for salary for himself and assistants 
and sundry supplies to the 23d September, the sum of eight 
hundred and sixty seven pounds one shilling, equal to two 
thousand three hundred and twelve dollars and 12/90. 

That there is due to Monsr. Lotbinier, chaplain to Colonel 
Livingston’s regiment, for his pay and subsistance, for the 
month of September, two hundred and forty dollars. 

That there is due to Robert Patton, messenger to Congress 
for his attendance, from the 8th day of May last, to the 30th 
of September, both days included, at 8 dollars per day, the 
sum of eleven hundred and sixty eight dollars. 

That there is due to William Hurrie, for his pay as door- 
keeper to Congress, from the Ist day of April, to the 30th of 
September, both days included, and for cleaning the rooms, 
thirteen hundred and sixty five dollars and 45/90.’ 


CHAMBER OF ACCOUNTS, 
Philadelphia, October 5%, 1779. 
The Commissioners, report, that they have examined the accounts 
of Nicholas and Mark Fouquet and find that there is due to, 
1 This report, dated October 2, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 


III, folio 693. 
? This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, III, folio 707. 
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Dollars. 
Mark Fouquet for his pay as Lieutenant of Artillery, from 
17%. November, 1777, to 17% Nov', 1779, being two years, 

Cee 2. 2 ws bik. -. - ee 960 
And for a gratuity for his services instructing different people 
in the several Eastern States in the art of powder making, 
agreeable to lus contract with the Board of War, the sum 
of 3000 Livres tournois which he is to receive agreeable 
to an order of the Honb" Board of Treasury at the rate 
of 18 dollars continental money for every 5 Livres afore- 

MI |  --  -e---s-.----- .--- 10,80 


Wee whole amounting to..........-.-.-...-.--..... 11,760 





That he has reeeived from the Board of War on account of 
I ie a sie se we Swe oe -- -- 81 
Which leaves a balance due to him of_..._..........-..... 11,679 


That there is due to Nicholas Fouquet for his pay as Captain 
of Artillery from the 17% November, 1777, to the 17™ 


meovembcr, 1779, being two years.....-......---....-.-. 1,200 
That he has fe eived of the Board of War on account of his 

EE os ees ee a es eked fos 120 
Which leaves a balance due to him of........-...-.-.-.-.-. 1,080 


That there is due him for two years services instructing dif- 
ferent people of the several Eastern Statcs in the Art of 
Powder Making, agreeable to his Contract with the Board 
of War, and for which he expects to receive in Bills of 
Exchange on France the sum of six thousand Livres 
Tournois. 

That they have received the following sums for the payment 
of their expenses on the Road thro’ the different States, 
which they are to be allowed agreeable to the instructions 


of the Board of War: Dollars. 
from the Board of War...........-.-.-.-.-.---. . 100 
Gencral Clinton, New York..._............-.---.---- 100 
Governor Brown, Rhode Island.._....... 22-22. -- -- -- 108 
Governor and Council, Massachusetts Bay__-..---- -- -- 400 
do do” = PoOnemonti. . ...........40 800 
SEI 00) to Grandc.cue ee aks = + ee ene dy OOS 


$1828—voL xni—08——73 


1154 Journals of Congress 


Which they received from the time they left York Town, 

February, 1778, aud returned the latter end of September, 

1779, during which time they travelled thro’ the several 

Eastern States on the business upon which they were 

employed by the Board of War.' 

That there is due to Mark Fouquet, for his pay as lieuten- 
ant of artillery, from 17th November, 1777, to 17th Novem- 
ber, 1779; and for his services instructing different people in 
the eastern states, in the art of powder making, agreeable to 
his contract with the Board of War, a ballance of eleven 
thousand six hundred and seventy nine dollars. 

That there is due to Nicholas Fouquet, for his pay as cap- 
tain of artillery, from the 17th November, 1777, to 17 Novem- 
ber, 1779, being two years, a ballance of one thousand and 
eighty dollars. And for his two years services instructing 
different people of the several eastern states in the art of 
powder making, agreeable to his contract with the Board of 
War, the sum of six thousand livres tournois: 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Ordered, That the Board of Treasury prepare a set of bills 
of exchange, in favour of Captain Nicholas Fouquet, for six 
thousand livres tournois: 

Ordered, That the report of the commissioners on the 
accounts of Jonathan Burrell, Esq. assistant pay master 
general in the Peekskil district, from the 21 February, to 27 
June, 1779, inclusive, be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
take order thereon. 

Ordered, That the report of the commissioners on the 
account of Colonel George Morgan for the expences of John 
Dodge and deputies, from the Delaware tribe to Congress, be 
referred to a committee of three: 


' This report, dated October 5, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 699. 
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The members chosen, Mr. [Henry] Laurens, Mr. [James] 
Mercer, and Mr. [John] Armstrong. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a committee on the 
memorial of George Morgan, agreeably to the order of 14 
September last; and, the ballots being taken, the members 
chosen are, 

Mr. [John] Witherspoon, Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer, 
Mr. [Samuel] Atlee, Mr. [Roger] Sherman and Mr. [Nathaniel] 
Peabody. 

Ordered, That the petition of William Trent, in behalf of 
Thomas Walpole and his associates, be referred to the fore- 
going committee. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Mercer, seconded by Mr. [Cyrus] 
Griffin, 

Resolved, That it be an instruction to the said committee 
to enquire into the foundation of the objection formerly made 
by the Virginia delegates upon the reading of the said petition 
and memorial, to the jurisdiction of Congress on the subject 
matter of the said papers, and first report the facts relating to 
that point. 

Ordered, That the report of the commissioners on the 
claim of Richard Philips be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Ordered, That two members be added to the committee 
appointed to prepare an address to the several states, on the 
subject of the several resolutions of Congress relative to 
finance, in the room of Mr. [John] Dickinson and Mr. [Meri- 
wether] Smith. 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, and Mr. 
[Gouverneur] Morris. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 
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A letter, of 2, from General Washington, was read, enclos- 
ing an extract of a letter from General Gates, of 24 Septem- 
ber:* Whereupon, 

Resolved, That General Washington be informed, in answer 
to his letter, of the 2 inst. that the subsistence money granted 
by the act of the 18th August, extends only to the officers and 
privates of the continental army; and that the militia who 
are or may be called out are only to receive the subsistence 
granted previous to the act aforesaid. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, ‘That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Charles Stewart, Esq. commissary general of issues, for 
two hundred and ninety eight thousand eight hundred dol- 
lars, for the pay of the several issuing commissaries and 
clerks, from the first day of February to the first of Novem- 
ber last; and for which the said commissary general of issues 
is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Robert 
Troup, Esq. secretary to the Board of Treasury, on his appli- 
cation, for three thousand dollars; for which he is to be 
accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Joseph 
Nourse, Esq. assistant auditor general, on his application, 
for three thousand dollars; and for which he is to be account- 
able. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Joseph 
Carleton, Esq. pay master to the Board of War and Ord- 


! Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, 
folio 67; that of Gates, is on folio 71. 








October, 1779 ska 


nance, on his application, for three thousand dollars; and for 
which he is to be accountable.’ 

On motion of the committee on the letters from General 
Washington and J. Wadsworth, commissary general of pur- 
chases; 

Resolved, That the president of Delaware, and the gov- 
ernors of Maryland and South Carolina respectively be, and 
they are hereby, requested and authorized to draw on the 
several treasurers in those states, for such sums of money as 
shall be found necessary for paying the amount of purchases 
of flour and rice which shall be made under the direction of a 
committee of the delegates of the said states, in pursuance 
of a resolution of Congress of the 8th instant, such sums to 
be drawn from the money arising from taxes raised and to be 
raised and paid into the several treasuries of the said states, 
on the Ist January, 1780, transmitting to Congress, as early 
as possible, an account of the sums so drawn from the 
treasurers. 

The committee to whom was referred a memorial of 'Tim- 
othy Taylor and John Thomson, report: 

That they have examined the papers referred to them, and 
find sufficient vouchers to prove that there was taken by 
Colonel Stewart, by order of General Washington, from the 
fulling mill of Thomas Jenks, in Bucks county, Pensylvania, 
cloth amounting in value to the sum of 7467 dollars; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favor 
of Henry Wynkoop, Esq. one of the delegates for Pensylva- 
nia, for the above sum of seven thousand four hundred and 
sixty seven dollars, to be put into the hands of Thomas 
Jenks, and by him paid to the owners of the said cloth. 


' This report, dated October 8, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
IIT, folio 711. It also contained the paragraph on Thomas Bradford, which was post- 
poned and agreed to November 15, p. 1268, post. 
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The same committee, to whom was also referred the peti- 
tion of John Hart, Esq. report, 

That they have examined the papers referred to them, and 
find sufficient vouchers to prove that a large quantity of cloth 
was, by order of General Washington, taken from the fulling 
mill of John Hart, kept by Francis Gaspar; that a part of the 
said cloth was sold in General Mifflin’s office, amounting to 
the value of 134 69/90 dollars; that the cloth, of the re-deliv- 
ery of which there is no evidence, amounted in value to 
1,067 dollars; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That General Mifflin be directed to pay the 
above sum of one hundred and thirty four and sixty nine 
ninetieth dollars, to Dr. J. Witherspoon, one of the delegates 
for the State of New Jersey; and that a warrant issue on the 
treasurer to pay to the said Dr. J. Witherspoon, one thousand 
and sixty seven dollars, to be delivered to Jacob Bergen, Esq. 
justice of the peace in the county of Somerset, New Jersey, 
and by him paid to the several persons whose cloth is con- 
tained in the miller’s account; taking an oath of each of 
them before payment, that they had not before recetved their 
several pieces.’ 

The committee of ways and means, having, agreeably to 
order prepared the draught of a circular letter to accom- 
pany the resolutions relative to finance, reported the same, 
and desired leave to sit again. 

The draught being read, was agreed to as follows: 

Sir: I have the honor to transmit to your excelleney sundry reso- 
tions of Congress of the 6th and 7th instant, for supplying the conti- 
nental treasury, and to request the earliest communication of them 
to the legislative authority of your State. 

The money which Congress are at libertv to emit will probably 
be expended in the beginning of December next, and subsequent 


supplies must be furnished by the states. This evinces the necessity 
of the punctual payments of their respective quotas, on which their 


1 These two reports, in the writing of John Witherspoon, are in the Papers of the 
Continental Congress, No. 19, V1, folio 15. 
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publie eredit, the existence of their army, and the support of their 
liberties, so greatly depend. 

Congress are deeply concerned to find that the sums required are 
so great; but since the emissions are limited, they doubt not that the 
operation of taxes and other salutary measures in the course of 
the year will reduee the prices of articles, and enable them to lessen 
the quotas required, or apply part thereof to diminish the public 
debt. To promote so desirable an object, Congress, on their part, 
wil] endeavour to observe the strictest ceconomy in the expenditures. 

I have only to add that warrants will be issued on the treasurers of 
the respective states, for the quotas to be furnished on the first of 
January next, and that I remain with the greatest respect, &c. 

President. 


Ordered, That the committee have leave to sit again. 

The following appeals were lodged with the secretary of 
Congress, and referred to the Committee on Appeals, viz; 

An appeal from the judgment of the court of admiralty in 
Massachusetts bay on the libel Stephen Cleland and others vs. 
the ship rancisco de Paula al’ Valenciano; 

An appeal from the judgment of ditto on the libel Samuel 
Cabot and others vs brig Neustra Seniora de Merccd. 

An appeal from clo. on the libel Board of War for the State 
of Massachusetts bay vs ship Victoria. 

An appeal from do. on the libel Nathaniel Tracy and others 
vs ship Santos y Jlartyros al’ The holy Martyrs. 

Congress proceeded in the consideration of foreign affairs, 
and some time being spent thereon, 

The committee appointed to prepare a commission for 
the secretaries, brought in a draft, which was agreed to 
as follows: 

The United States of America in Congress assembled—To 

Greeting: 

We, reposing especial trust and confidence in your patriotism, 


ability, conduet and fidelity, do by these presents constitute and 
appoint you during our pleasure, secretary to our minister 


1 This draft, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 26, folio 71. 
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plenipotentiary appointed to you are therefore carefully 
and diligently to discharge the duty of secretary, by doing and 
performing all things thereunto belonging. And in case of 
the death of our said minister, you are to signify it to us by the 
earliest opportunity; and on such event, we authorize and direct 
you to take into your charge all our publick affairs, which were in 
the hands of our said minister at the time of his death, or which 
may be addressed to him before notice thereof, and proceed 
therein according to the instructions to our said minister given, 
until our further orders. 

Witness, President of the Congress of the United States 
of America, at the day of 17 and in the 
year of our independence. 


The said committee reported the draft of a letter of 
credence to the secretary of a minister plenipotentiary 
residing at a foreign court, which was agreed to as 
follows: 


[Insert the address of the king, prince or potentate.] 


Taking into consideration the various events which may 
deprive us of the services of our minister plenipotentiary at your 
court, and being desirous that at all times you should be assured 
of our constant good will and affection, we have nominated 
secretary to our minister in case of the death or the 
necessary absence of our said minister, to reside at your court, 
and to transact ull such matters and things relating to us, as 
may from time to time be necessary. We beseech you to give 
entire credit to every thing which he shall deliver on our part, 
especially when he shall assure you of the permanency of our 


friendship. And we pray God, that he will keep your in 
his holy protection. 
Done at the day of in the year of our Lord 
and in the year of our independence.! 


1 This draft, in the writing of Gouverneur Morris, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 25, I, folio 271. The two papers were entered only in the manuscript 
Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs. The commission and letter of credence issued to 
John Laurens, both dated September 29, are in No. 165, folio 5, and No. 235, folio 
409. 
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Ordered, That the said committee prepare the form 
of a letter of credence to Mr. Jay, to represent these states 
at the court of Spain, in case a treaty shall be signed with 
that court. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1779 


Mr. [George] Plater, a delegate from Maryland, attended 
and took his seat in Congress. 

A letter, of 2, from Major General Sullivan, was read, 
enclosing a copy of his speech to the Oneida warriors, and 
their answer: ’ 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be sent to the commissioners 
of Indian affairs in the northern district. 

Ordered, That the said letter, with the papers enclosed; 
and also his letter, of 30 September, be referred to the Board 
of War. 

A letter, of 2, from Brigadier James Clinton, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A petition of Joseph Conand was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Commerce. 

A representation from Nicholas and Mark Fouquet, was 
Tead :° 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of June 30, and one, of 22 July last, from J. 
Bondfield ; 

One, of 22, and one, of 26 April; one, of 21 May, and one, 
of 21 June last, from A. Lee; 

One, of 25 February and 25 March, and one, of 17 March, 
from W. Lee, were read; the latter accompanied with a paper 


1Sullivan’s letter is in tho Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 160, folio 328; his 
speech is on folio 332. 

2 Clinton’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 163, folio 5; that of 
fouquct, in No. 48, folio 81. 
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in answer to the publication, December 5, 1778, signed S. 
Deane. 

A representation from the legislative council and general 
assembly of the State of New Jersey, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee consisting of a 
member from each State: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Mercer, Mr. [Henry] 
Marchant, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [John] Witherspoon, 
Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, Mr. [Nicholas] Vandyke, Mr. 
[John] Mathews, Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, Mr. [Samuel] 
Holten, Mr. [James] Forbes, Mr. [William] Sharpe, and Mr. 
[Henry] Wynkoop. 

Ordered, That Mr. [John] Armstrong have leave of absence. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Richard Philips, steward to the President of Congress, for five 
thousand dollars, for the supply of the President’s table; and 
for which the said steward is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of John 
Nicholson, clerk in the chamber of accounts, for three 
thousand dollars, on his application; and for which he is 
to be accountable.’ 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12, 1779 


A letter, of 23 September, from Colonel D. Broadhead, at 
Tort Pitt, directed to the Board of War, was laid before 
Congress and read, accompanied with a copy of a letter 
from Colonel Broadhead to General Washington, giving an 
account of his successful expedition against the Senecas and 


! This representation is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 68, folio 467. 
2 This report, dated October 9, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 715. 
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Munsey nations, and copies of his conferences with the Dela- 
wares, Wyandots, and Maquechees tribe of Shawanese: 

Ordered, That the papers enclosed in Colonel Broadhead’s 
letter be referred to the Committee of Intelligence. 

The committee, to whom was referred a letter of 21 August 
last, from the Board of War, respecting their complaint of 
the general orders issued by Major General Sullivan, on the 
21 July last, at Wyoming, brought in a report, which was 
read: 


The Committee to whom were referred a letter, of the 31 of August 
last, from the Board of War respecting their complaint of the General 
Orders Issued by General Sullivan, on the 21 July last, at Wyoming, 
reflecting on that Board. Report: 

That they have examined the letters, that passed between General 
Washington General Sullivan and the Board of War, relative to the 
supplies to be furnished by that Board, to General Sullivan’s army, 
and find, that the following articles have been supplied by the Board 
to General Sullivan’s Army, Vizt, 8000 p™ Shoes, 3000 Shirts, 3000 p° 
Overalls, 2000 hunting shirts, and 500 blankets. And further find 
that General Sullivan’s requisitions have always been indefinite, 
requirmg a large supply, but no certain quantity ever specified by 
him, previous to the issuing the said General orders, which rendered 
it impracticable for the Board of War to ascertain what were his 
wants. The only article that appears to be deficient are blankets. 
Of this Article the Board had in store no more than 1000, nor were 
more at that time to be procured; one half of which were sent to 
General Sullivan’s Army, to the detriment of the troops of the grand 
Army. On the whole your Committee are of opinion that the Board 
of War, have done as mucli as in them lay, to comply with General 
Sullivan’s requisitions, and to promote the public service. Nor do 
they think any engagements made to General Sullivan by the Board 
of War, are such, as can in any manner, authorize the censure 
contained in his General orders of the 21 July last. Therefore 
recommend the following resolution to be come into by Congress: 

Resolved that the censure contained in General Sullivan’s General 
orders of the 21 July last, against the Board of War, are without 
foundation.’ 


1 This report, in the writing of John Mathews, isin the Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, No. 19, V, folio 449. 
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Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

Ordered, That two members be elected for the said com- 
mittee in the room of Mr. [John] Armstrong, who has leave 
of absence, and of Mr. [Jesse] Root, who is a member of the 
Board of War. 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Witherspoon and Mr. 
{Gouverneur} Morris. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the representa- 
tion of Nicholas and Mark Fouquet, brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 


Present, M' Root, M™ Atlee, and M° Peters 

The Board taking into consideration the representation of Mess* 
Fouquet referred to them by Congress beg leave to report: 

That the Board have seen the testimonials produced by Mess™ 
Fouquet of their conduct since their being employed under the con- 
tract made at York Town, and have every reason to be satisfied with 
the proceedings of Mess* Fouquet, who have in the opinion of the 
Board been extremely useful in reforming the practice of powder 
making, and disseminating the knowledge of that art throughout 
those states, wherein they have had an opportunity of giving instruc- 
tions to the Manufacturers. That they have been very industrious 
in their business and open in their communications, having given 
every necessary instruction without the least reserve. They have 
written treatises on the subject of Salt petre and powder making, 
which the Board have procured to be published, and they have left 
models of a Powder Mill and a Machine to bore Mortars with the 
Board. 

That they were taught to believe that the bills of Exchange for the 
900 livres would be redelivered them at the expiration of the period 
mentioned in the contract, as well as the sum therein specified. The 
bills were actually drawn and delivered to Mess™ Fouquet, as they 
were to the other officers of Mons’ Du Coudray’s Corps, all of whom 
(Mess™ Fouquet excepted) have received the money thereupon. 
Mess Fouquet deposited their Bills in hopes of a return of them or 
other Bills when called for. The Board therefore, considering the 
utility of these gentlemen, and that their pay has not been nearly 
sufficient for their support, beg leave to recommend that it be 
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Resolved, That Messrs. Nicholas and Mark Fouquet, having 
been employed in the service of the United States for two 
years, in superintending the business of manufacturing pow- 
der and salt petre, and having conducted themselves with 
much reputation, and evidenced their utility to the United 
States, have thereby recommended themselves to the favor- 
able opinion of Congress. 

That bills of exchange for 900 livres be delivered to those 
gentlemen respectively, beside the sum mentioned in their 
contract with the Board of War and Ordnance.’ 

The following gentlemen were put in nomination for ofh- 
cers of the Board of Treasury: 

For auditor general: Mr. J. Nourse, by Mr. [William] 
Sharpe. 

For commissioners: Mr. J. Gibson, by Mr. [Henry] Lau- 
rens and Mr. [Samuel] Atlee; Mr. Jonathan Trumbull Jun. 
by Mr. [George] Partridge; Mr. Ezekiel Foreman, by Mr. 
[Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer; 

Mr. James Milligan, Mr. Wilham Govett, Mr. Resolve 
Smith, Mr. William Geddes, Mr. Mercier and Mr. McComb, 
the present commissioners, [nominated] by Mr. [Henry] 
Laurens; Mr. James Stevenson, by Mr. [John] Armstrong; 

Ht is Mr. Joseph 
Gilman, by Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody. 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1779 


A letter, of 31 May last, from A. Lee, was read; Whereupon, 
On motion of Mr. [James] Lovell, seconded by Mr. [Gou- 
verneur]} Morris, 


' The last three paragraphs were in the writing cf Geerge Bond. This report is in 
the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 519. 
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Resolved, That Mr. A. Lee be informed of Mr. Jay’s 
appointment, and that, agreeably to his request, he is at 
liberty to return to America. 

A memorial of Alexander Bensted, pay master to the 10th 
Pensylvania regiment, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A petition from Gideon Olmstead, in behalf of himself and 
others, captors of the sloop Active, was read: ? 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed 
to confer with a committee of the general assembly of Pen- 
sylvania, relative to the carrying into execution the decree 
of the court of appeals concerning the sloop Active. 

A letter, of 11, from Major Elisha Walton, directed to Mr. 
(William Churchill] Houston, was laid before Congress, and 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 

A letter, of 26 April, from A. Lee, was read, accompanied 
with a memorial, dated Paris, April 23, 1779, on the conduct 
of Doctor Franklin and Jonathan Williams, touching the 
accounts of the latter; and another paper dated Paris, May 1, 
1779, relative to Doctor Franklin’s demand of some public 
papers. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. J[ohn] Fell, one of the delegates for the State of New 
Jersey, on his application, for two thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable.’ 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
F[rancis] Lewis, one of the delegates for the State of New 
York, on his application, for eight thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable. 


1 Bensted’s memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, 1, folio 
194; Olmstead’s petition is in No. 42, VI, folio 31. 

* This report, dated October 12, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 717. 
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That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
W[oodbury] Langdon, one of the delegates for the State of 
New Hampshire, on his application, for six thousand dollars; 
and for which the said State is to be aecountable.' 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. 
[Nathaniel] Peabody, 

Resolved, That Mr. Jacob Hiltzheimer be authorized and 
directed to provide for the horses belonging to members of 
Congress; that for this purpose the commissary general of 
forage be directed to supply him with such articles of forage, 
and of such qualities as he shall direct; together with the 
accounts of the cost thereof; that each member be, from 
time to time, furnished with an account of the expence of 
keeping his horses, by the said Jaeob Hiltzheimer, and that 
the same be paid to the pay master of the Board of War and 
Ordnance, in the mode prescribed by a resolution of Congress 
on the 17th of August, 1778.” 

A letter, of the 12th, from the Board of War, was read. *® 

Mr. [John] Jay having desired to be informed, Ist., in 
what manner he is to be supplied with money for his 
expences on his arrival in Europe; 2d., whether he will 
be allowed any money for secret services; 3d., whether 
he 1s to advance money to distressed Americans, who 
may apply to him: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee 
of three. 

The members—Mr. (Henry] Laurens, Mr. [Daniel of 
St. Thomas] Jenifer, Mr. [Woodbury] Langdon. 

A letter of July 10, 1779, from J. G. Derricks, at 
Amsterdam, and sundry letters between governour 
Trumbull and the said Mr. Derricks, being laid before 
Congress, were referred to the said committee 


‘This report, deted October 12, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 721 

* This paragraph is in the writing of George Bond. 

° This letteris in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 515. 
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Ordered, That Mr. [John] Witherspoon and Mr. {James} 
Lovell, members of the committee for foreign affairs, be 
added to the foregoing committee. 

Ordered, That the said committee prepare the in- 
struction to the minister plenipotentiary appointed to 
negotiate with the court of Spain, to endeavour to ob- 
tain for the United States the liberty of taking salt from 
Sal Tortuga, and cutting logwood and mahogany in the 
bay of Honduras; and that the former committee be 
discharged of that business.* 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Witherspoon, sec- 
onded by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, 

That the minister of these states to his Catholick 
Majesty be privately instructed to recede from the 
claim of a free navigation of the river Mississippi, men- 
tioned in his instructions, below the thirty-first degree 
of north latitude, on condition of a grant of a free port 
therein also mentioned, if the obtaining such naviga- 
tion shall be found an insuperable bar to the proposed 
treaties of amity and commerce between these states 
and his Catholick Majesty: Provided always, that the 
power herein contained be confined to the said minister, 
and not, in case of his death, or absence, to be exercised 
by any other person.’ 

A division was called for. And on the question to 
agree to the first clause, as far as to the proviso, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [James] Mercer— 


1Jn apparent forgetfulness of the action taken on October 4, a motion was this day 
made by Mr. Marchant, seconded by Mr. Witherspoon, for the appointment of a 
committee on this subject. The motion was adopted, and Laurens, Jenifer and 
Langdon named for the committee. The entries were struck out, and the action 
noted in the text adopted. 

? This motion, in the writing of John Witherspoon, is in the Library of Congress 
(M.S. R.}. 
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New Hampshire, Maryland, 
Mr. Peabody, ay Mr. Plater, ay 
Langdon, ay 3 Forbes, ay ; ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Jenifer, ay 
Mr. Lovell, no } .. Virginia, 
Holten, ay | div. | Mir, Griffin, no 
Rhode Island, Mercer, no | no 
Mr. Marchant, no } no Fitzhugh, no 
Connecticut, North Carolina, 
Mr. Sherman, no Mr. Harnett, no 
Huntington, no;no | Hewes, ay } no 
Root, no Sharpe, no 
New York, South Carolina, 
Mr. Morris, BY Mr, Laurens, no | me 
Lewis, ay | OY Mathews, no 


New Jersey, 
Mr. Witherspoon, ay 


Fell, Ay ou 
Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Armstrong, no 
Atlee, ay } no 
Muhlenberg, no 





So it passed in the negative.' 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14, 1779 


A letter, of 9th, from General Washington, was read, 
enclosing a letter of 28th September, from Major General 
Sullivan, at Chemung, giving an account of his successful 
expedition against the hostile Indians;* Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr. 
{(Gouverneur] Morris, 


‘These proceedings were entered only in the manuscript Secret Journa], Foreign 
Affairs. 

* Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, folio 
81; that of Sullivan, on folio 85. 
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Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be given to his 
Excellency General Washington, for directing, and to Major 
General Sullivan, and the brave officers and soldiers under 
his command, for effectually executing an important expe- 
dition against such of the Indian nations as, encouraged by 
the councils and conducted by the officers of his Britannic 
majesty, had perfidiously waged an unprovoked and cruel 
war against these United States, laid waste many of their 
defenceless towns, and with savage barbarity slaughtered the 
inhabitants thereof. 

A letter, of 1, from General Washington; and 

One from Major Noirmont de la Neuville, were read, 
accompanied with sundry certificates in his favour: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 13 September, from Major General Gates was 
read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A petition of Thomas Pierce was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee to 
take order thereon. 

A letter, of this day from J. Connolly, was read :? 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War, to take 
order. 

On motion of Mr. [Henry] Marchant, seconded by Mr. 
[Jesse] Root, 

Resolved, That it will be proper to set apart the second 
Thursday in December next as a day of general thanksgiving 
in these United States, and that a committee of four be 
appointed to prepare a recommendation to the said states for 
this purpose: 

} Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, folio 


63; that of La Neuville, in No. 78, XI, folio 459; that of Gates, in No. 154, II, folio 190. 
2 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, V, folio 417, 


October, 1779 1171 


The members chosen, Mr. [Jesse] Root, Mr. [Samuel] 
Holten, Mr. [Frederick A.] Muhlenberg, and Mr. [Gouverneur] 
Morris. 

Resolved, That two members be elected for the Committee 
on Appeals, in the room of Mr. [William Henry] Drayton, 
deceased, and Mr. [William] Paca, who is absent: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Mercer, and Mr. [Cyrus] 
Griffin. 

The commissioners at the Treasury report, that there is due 
to Colonel Lewis Nicola, for the pay and subsistance of the 
invalid regiment under his command, for the month of 
August, the sum of four thousand and sixty seven dollars 
and 43/90. 

That there is due to the Rev. Mr. Duffield, for his pay and 
subsistance as chaplain to Congress, from the first of January, 
to the 30th September last inclusive, the sum of seven hundred 
and twenty dollars.’ 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Charles Pettit, Esq. 
assistant quarter master general, a warrant issue on Joseph 
Borden, Esq. commissioner of the continental loan office in 
the State of New Jersey, for seven hundred thousand dollars; 
and another warrant on Thomas Smith, Esq. commissioner 
of the continental loan office in the State of Pensylvania, for 
two million dollars, in favour of Major General Greene, for the 
use of his department; and for which he ts to be accountable. 

Resolved, That 5,000,180 dollars, being part of the sum 
remaining to complete 200,000,000, be emitted on the faith of 


1 This report, dated October 13, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
IIT, folio 725. 
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the United States, and under the direction of the Board of 
Treasury, in bills of the following denominations, viz. 


27,028 of 80 dollars, 2,162,240 | 27,028 of 3 dollars, 81,084 
27,028 of 70 do. 1,891,960 | 27,028 of 2. do. 54,056 
27,028 of 20 do. 540,560 | 27,028 of 1 do. 27,028 
27,028 of 5 do, 135,140 __ = 
27,028 of 4. do. 108,112 5,000,180 


That the said bills, excepting the numbers, be of the same 
tenor and date as those emitted the 17th of September last, 
and be numbered from the last number in each respective 
denomination progressively.* 

Ordered, That the first blank in the commission to the 
secretary of the minister plenipotentiary for negotiating 
with Spain be filled up with “the honourable William 
“Carmichael, esquire, a delegate in Congress from the 
“state of Maryland;” and the second blank with “ nego- 
“tiate a treaty of amity and commerce, and of alliance 
“with his catholick majesty;” the blank after “ witness,”’ 
with “his excellency Samuel Huntington, esquire;” and 
the other blanks successively with “ Philadelphia,” 
“twenty-ninth,” “September,” “1779,” “fourth.” 

That the first blank in the commission to the secretary 
to the minister plenipotentiary for negotiating a treaty of 
peace, &c. be filled up with “the honourable Francis 
“Dana, esquire, a delegate in Congress from the state of 
“Massachusetts Bay, and a memher of the council of the 
“said state;” the second blank with “negotiate a treaty 
“of peace and of commerce with Great Britain;” and the 
other blanks as above. 

That the first blank in the commission for the secretary 
to the minister at the court of Versailles be filled with 
“ John Laurens, esquire, member of the house of repre- 


1 This report, dated October 14, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 13, 
III, folio 727. 
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“sentatives for the state of South Carolina, and lieuten- 

“ant colonel in the army of the United States;” the 

second blank with “at the court of Versailles,’ striking 

out “appointed to;” and the other blanks as above.’ 
Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15, 1779 


A letter, of 14th, from John Boreman, deputy pay master 
general in the western district, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A memorial from James Barr was read. 

A letter, of this day, from Mr. [John] Jay, was read, solic- 
iting leave of absence for Lieutenant Colonel Livingston to 
accompany him to Spain:° 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by 
Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett, 

That Lieutenant Colonel H. Brockholst Livingston have 
leave of absence for twelve months. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Henry] 
Marchant, 











New Hampshire, Connecticut, 
Mr. Peabody, ay |g: Mr. Sherman, no 
Langdon, ini gee Huntington, ay } ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Root, uv 
Mr. Gerry, ay New Jersey, 
Holten, Quy } ay Mr. Fell, ay | * 
Partridge, ay Pennsylvania, 
Rhode Island, Mr. Atlee, no 
Mr. Marchant, no } no Muhlenberg, ay } ay 
Wynkoop, uy 





'These proceedings were entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign 
Affairs. 

? The Jetier of Boreman is in the I’apers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, IT, 
folio 363; the memorial of Barr, dated October 15, is in No. 41, I, folio 204; the letter of 
Jay, in No. 78, XIII, folio 117. 
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Maryland, North Carolina, 

Mr. Plater, ay Mr. Harnett, ay | 
Forbes, no } ay Hewes, ay | ay 
Jenifer, ay Sharpe, ay 

Virginia, South Carolina, 

Mr. Griffin, ay Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 
Mercer, no } ay 
Fitzhugh, ay 





So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The committee on the quartermaster and commissary 
general’s department laid before Congress a letter of 14, from 
Charles Pettit, assistant Q. M. G.; and a letter of 18th, from 
the supreme executive council of Pensylvania, which were 
read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the said committee, to 
confer with the supreme executive council of Pensylvania, 
and take order thereon. 

A letter from P. Penet, was read,’ accompanied with a 
print on American Independence. 

The committee on ways and means brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 


The Committee of Ways and Means beg leave further to report: 

1. That foreign merchandize suitable for the consumption of the 
Inhabitants of the United States, be forthwith purcliased on the 
public account, in Europe, to the amount of a sum not exceeding 
five million Dollars in specie. 

2. That a commercial agent (or Board of Trade, consisting of three 
Commissioners) be appomted to transact the said business, and such 
other matters of commerce as Congress may direct, and that he (or 
each of the said Commissioners) be allowed for his service and 
expence, a Salary of Sterling p' year, to commence at the 
time of his leaving his place of abode, to enter on the said oflice, and 
to continue three months after notice of his discharge from the same. 

3. That as many of the Contimenta! Ships, be employed, in trans- 
porting or convoying the said Merchandize to America, as the Marine 
Committee shall direct. 


1This letter, dated the 10th, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, 
XVIII, folio 251. 
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4. That a Committee be appointed to instruct the said agent or 
Board without delay respecting the articles to be purehased, and the 
States to whieh they are to be sent. 

5. That the said agent (or Board of Trade) be directed to send 
with each cargo the invoices thereof, and on the first day of every 
month to lodge triplicate copies of his (or their) account, and of the 
Invoices shipt the preceeding month, with the Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States, at the Court of Versailles, to be by him 
transmitted to Congress. 

6. That a Board of Sales consisting of three Commissioners be 
appointed to receive and dispose of such of the said merchandize as 
may arrive in the States of ; that three other commis- 
sioners be appointed to proceed in hke manner with the merchan- 
dize afores’d which may arrive in the States of ; And 
that a like number of Commissioners be appointed with similar 
powers respecting the said merchandize, which may arrive in the 
states of 

7. That a Treasurer be appointed to each of thes* Boards of Sales. 

8. That every such Board, on receiving the Invoices of any Cargo 
of the said merchandize, shall transmit copies thereof to congress, 
and previous to the sale, shall publish three weeks successively, in 
all the news paper of the States wherein the st Board is authorized 
to receive such merchandize, advertisements, speeifying the articles 
to be sold, and the time and place of the sale. 

9, That all the said merchandize shall be sold at public auction 
by the commissioners of the respective Boards of Sales, but the 
money arising therefrom shall be paid to their Treasurers only. 

10. That for the benefit of the purchasers, all articles shall be sold 
by retail or in the peice, and exposed to view several days before the 
sale. 

11. That the sale shall close in each day at or before two oclock, 
and the goods purchased and paid for shall, if required, be delivered 
on the same day. 

12. That when an article is sold as afores’d the purchaser shall 
forthwith pay to the respective Treasurer, 15 p" cent on the amount 
of the sale or the same shall be void. 

13. That each Treasurer shall keep a book, and enter therein every 
article sold by that respective Board as afores’d, in the following 
Form: Vizt, 
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A Register of the sales of merchandize, received by [ ] 
Commissioners of Sales of the United States the day of : 
1780, of , Commissioner of the , agreeable to the order 


of Congress. 


Amount of 


Names of Their : the first Balla Due 
Dates of Articles || Marks and |] Amount When 
the Pur- |{ places of Payment |} from each 
the Sales.|| Chasers ens sold numbers. || of Sales : ate ach Purchie Paid 
urchaser 


















































14. That the allowance which may be due on the sale of each 
article as aforesaid shall, previous to the delivery thereof, be paid to 
the respective Treasurer, within two days after the date of the sale, 
or the same shall be void and the earnest paid thereon be forfeited. 

15. That each Treasurer shall on the first day of every month, 
transmit to Congress his account current, and an attested copy of 
the register of the preceeding month, and shall pay the money 
arising on the sales, to the orders of Congress only, after entries are 
made of the same, and certified at the Board of Treasury. 

16. That the several Boards of Sales be authorized to require of 
any Continental officer who can furnish the same, suitable guards 
for the public offices and stores, which the said Boards and their 
Treasurers may respectively occupy. 

17. That pr. cent. be allowed on the sales made by each 
Board as aforesaid, and equally divided amongst the Commissioners 
and Treasurer thereof, in full compensation of their respective serv- 
ices and expences in the premises. ! 

18. That the said Agent, Commissioners and Treasurers, shall 
respectively take the following oath, or affirmation, and transmit to 
Congress a certificate thereof, signed by the Justice administring it, 
previous to their entering on the duties of their several offices. 

i. , do swear, or affirm, that I will faithfully discharge the 
trust reposed in me (as Agent, Commissioner of Trade or Sales, or 
Treasurer, as the case may be) to the best of my skill and knowledge, 
and carefully obey the instructions of Congress relative to the said 
office.” 

19. That the Committee of Commerce be authorized and directed 
to superintend the said officers, and to report to Congress the names 
of such as may not comply with these resolves, or by otherways 
misconducting may appear to the said Committee improper for the 
office. 
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That copies of the preeceding resolves be forthwith transmitted to 
the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the United States at the Courts of 
Versailles and Madrid. ‘That the Ministers be directed to communi- 
eate to the said Courts respectively the great difficulty under which 
we labor thro’ the depreciated state of our eurrency, the indispen- 
sible neeessity of reetifying the samc, and the advantage resulting 
from the plan proposed, and also to promote the salutary purposes 
thereof, by assisting the said agent (or Board of Trade) to discharge 
his trust and obtain for the United States, of the respective Courts 
afores® a eredit for the said Merehandize, and a convoy, if necessary.' 


Resolved, That to morrow Congress be resolved into a 
committee of the whole to consider farther the subject of 
finance referred to them. 

Resolved, That the foregoing report be referred to the said 
committee. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, ‘That the resignation of Captain Thomas Buch- 
anan of the first Pensylvania regiment, be accepted.* 

Another report from the Board of War, was read, respect- 
ing Major Noirmont de la Neuville: 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Jeremiah Wadsworth, Esq. commissary general of pur- 
chases, on the application of his agents, Chaloner and White, 
for eight million dollars, for the use of his department; for 
which sum the said commissary general is to be accountable.® 

The committee on the memorial of James Barr brought in 
a report, which was read. 

The Committee, to whom was referred the letter of the 29" Sep- 
tember last, from the President of the Supreme Executive Couneil 


1This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 26, folio 79. It was rejected October 19. 

This report, dated October 13, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, 
TI, folie 523. 

* This report, dated October 14, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
IIT, folio 731. 
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of the State of Pennsylvania, have considered the same, and also 
the application of James Barr recommended in the said letter, and 
thereupon beg leave to report: 

Whereas, by declaration of Congress of the 4% day of July, 1776, 
the United States of America became independent, and the several 
States have thereupon formed laws for their mternal government, 
independent of the jurisdiction of Congress, whereby, altho’ Congress 
retain the supreme jurisdiction upon the high seas, yet no power 
remains to them to alter, abrogate or annull the municipal laws of 
any particular State in such cases: 

Therefore, Resolved, That the said James Barr be licensed by Con- 
gress for his intended voyage to Holland and back to America, and 
that his vessel and cargo be protected from seizure during the said 
voyage, and to and from the Port or Ports free to vessels belonging 
to the United States. 

Provided, the said importations be not contrary to the laws of 
such State wherein such importation shall be made; and provided, 
also, that no person who shall have been proseribed by Act of any 
of the United States shall be brought into any of the said States. 


The committee appointed to prepare a letter of cre- 
dence for the hon’ John Jay, Esq’, minister plenipoten- 
tiary at the Court of Madrid, brought in a draught which 
being read and amended was agreed to as follows: 


Letter to our great and beloved Friend Charles. 


Great and Beloved Friend, 

The United States of America in Congress assembled, deeply 
impressed with a high sense of the Magnanimity of your Majesty, 
and of your friendly disposition towards these States, and hay- 
ing an earnest desire to improve into a firm and lasting Alliance 
such friendly disposition have appointed , to reside 
at your Court in quality of Minister Plenipotentiary, that he may 
give you more particular assurances of the high regard we enter- 
tain for your Majesty. We beseech your Majesty to give entire 
credit to every thing he shall deliver on our part especially when 

‘This report, in the writing of James Mercer, is in the Papers of the Continental 


Congress, No. 19, I, folio 209. An earlier draft, in the writing of William Churchill 
Houston, with an amendment in that of Gouverneur Morris, is on folio 211. 
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he shall assure you of the Sincerity of our Friendship, and we 
pray God that he will keep your Majesty in his most holy pro- 
tection. 

Done at Philadelphia the day of October, 1779. 

By the Congress of the United States of North America, Your 
Good Friends. 

Attested, Signed A. B. President. 

eat. Sect." 

The Committee appointed to prepare an Instruction 
to the Minister Plenipotentiary for negotiating a Treaty 
of amity aud commerce with His Catholic Majesty, and 
for other purposes, report: 

1° The following Draught of an additional Instruction. 

“Sir: Youare to use your utmost endeavors for obtain- 
ing permission for the Citizens and Inhabitants of these 
States to lade and take on board their vessels Salt at 
the Island of Salt Tortuga, and also to cut, load and 
bring away logwood, and Mahogany in and from the Bay 
of Honduras and its Rivers, and to build on the shores 
store houses and magazines for the Wood Cutters and 
their families, in the extent ceded to his Britannic 
Majesty by the 17" Article of the Definitive Treaty con- 
cluded at Paris, the 10 day of February, 1763, or in 
as great an extent as can be obtained.” 

2-7 On the Questions proposed by the Pr esident from 
M* [John] Jay, your Committee report: 

Thata letter be written to the Minister Plenipotentiary 
of these States at the Court of France desiring him to 
take the most effectual means for supplying the Min- 
isters appointed to treat with his Catholic Majesty and 
with his Britannic Majesty and their Secretaries with 
two thousand Louis d’ores to be distributed in proportion 


This letter, in the writing of John Mathews, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 25, I, folio 333. It is printed in the Secret Journals, Foreign, Vol. TI, 
Dycis. 


1180 Journals of Congress 


to their respective salaries, and giving thestrongest assur- 
ances to the said Minister that Congress will immediately 
take measures for replacing the said sum, as well as for 
establishing a fund in Europe for the future support of 
all the Embassies from these States. 

The Committee are of opinion, that it is not immediately necessary 
to make provision for Secret Services, but they beg leave to 
recommend this article to the further consideration of 
Congress. 

The circumstance of distressed Americans in the Department of 
Spain, bemg altogether contingent, and there being at present no 
funds of these States established in Europe, the Com- 
inittee cannot recommend any certain provision to be 
made for this purpose; But 


Resolved, That should the Minister appointed to treat 
with his Catholic Majesty advance or procure advances 
of money to be made upon necessary occasions, for the 
Relief of distressed Americans he shall be reimbursed 
and Indemnified for such advances. 


Postponed 


Passed 


37 On Lt. Col. Derick’s letter, and the papers communicated 
by Governor Trumbull, your Committee report, 
That it appears a loan may be obtained in Holland and they rec- 
ommend to Congress to authorize and instruet a proper 
Passed person to negotiate that business on behalf of these 
States.! 


The committee having reported, That it appears to 
them that a loan may be obtained in Holland— 

Resolved, That a proper person be authorized and 
instructed to negotiate that business on behalf of the 
United States. 

Resolved, That Monday next be assigned for nominat- 
ing, and Thursday next for electing, a proper person to 
negotiate a ioan in Holland. 


1 This report, in the writing of James Lovell, is in the Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, No. 25, II, folio 373. It is printed in part in the Secret Journals, Foreign, Vol. 
II, p. 279. 
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Ordered, That the committee who brought in the fore- 
going report, prepare a letter to the minister plenipo- 
tentiary of these United States at the court of France. 

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be post- 
poned. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16, 1779 


A memorial from Lieutenants Stediford and Bicker, was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Commander in Chief. 

Resolved, That three members be added to the committee 
on the report from the commissioners on General Arnold’s 
accounts: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Forbes, Mr. [William] 
Sharpe, and Mr. [William] Fitzhugh. 

Congress was resolved into a committee of the whole, and 
after some time, the President resumed the chair and Mr. 
[Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer reported, that the committee 
have had under consideration the subject and papers re- 
ferred to them, but not having come to a conclusion, desire 
leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That on Monday next Congress be resolved into 
a committee of the whole to consider farther the subjects 
referred to them. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 


Whereupon, 
Treasury Orrice, October 16%, 1779. 

The Committee on the Treasury, having considered a letter, of 
the 2°? instant, from Brigadier General Jas. Clinton, Beg leave to 
report: 

That the Rev? M’ S. Kirkland, at the beginning of the present 
contest, was a missionary amongst the Six Nations of Indians, 
appointed by the Soeiety of Seotland, for the propagation of the 


1182 Journals of Congress 


Gospel, with an annual salary of one hundred and thirty pounds 
sterling; That Congress sensible of the Zeal and good services of 
M*? Kirkland did for one year advance him the same sum, For 
the second year three hundred dollars, and for the third and fourth 
years four hundred dollars exclusive of three hundred advanced 
him as a gratuity for extra services; That lately, upon the Western 
Expedition, while with General Sullivan, by his particular desire, 
he had several small articles advanced to him by order of General 
Sullivan and eight dollars a day; That the services of M* Kirkland 
amongst the Indian Nations since the commencement of this war, 
his attendance on treaties with them and the various long and 
tedious journies he has made at the risk of his health and life (dur- 
ing the greatest part of which time he hath supported himself and 
his own horse) in the opinion of this Board justly entitle him to 
the consideration of Congress, whereupon the Committee further beg 
leave to report: 

Resolved, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of the Rev. Mr. 8S. Kirkland, for six thousand dollars, and 
that the clothier general be instructed to provide him with 
a suit of cloaths, a hatt, linnen, sufficient for four shirts, 
two pair of stockings, and a pair of shoes, to be in full for 
his past services and expences. 

That the Reverend Mr. S. Kirkland be appointed chap- 
lain to the garrison of Fort Schuyler, and the other posts 
established in that quarter, with the pay and subsistence 
of a brigade chaplain, continuing at the same time to pay 
as great attention to the Oneidas, and other Indians con- 
tiguous to them, as may be consistent with the above- 
mentioned appointment.’ 


The Committee appointed to prepare a letter to the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of the United States at the Court of France, 
brought in a draught, which was agreed to as follows: 


1The last two paragraphs are in the writing of George Bond. The report, dated 
October 16, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 186, III, folio 733. It 
also contained the paragraph on Marsteller, printed under October 21, p. 1194, post. 
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In Concaress, PHILADELPHIA, 
16” October, 1779. 
SIR: 

Congress have appointed the Hon?” John Jay, Esq. Minister 
Plenipotentiary, for negotiating a treaty of amity and com- 
merce and of alliance between his Catholic Majesty and the 
United States of America. And the Hon’ble John Adams, Esq. 
Minister Plenipotentiary to treat with his Britannic Majesty. 

William Carmichael, Esq. is appointed Secretary to the first, 
and Francis Dana Esq., Secretary to the last abovementioned 
embassy. 

M* Jay and Mr’ Carmichael will embark on board the Con- 
jfederacy, Continental ship of war, now in Delaware ready to sail 
for France. 

M* Adams and M’ Dana will probably take their passages on 
board le Sensible, one of lus Most Christian Majesty’s Frigates, 
in the Harbour of Boston. 

The salaries annexed to these appointments respectively are 
£2500 Stg. per annum to the Minister and £1000 Stg. to the 
Secretaries; and in order to enable these gentlemen to enter 
without embarrassment upon the duties of their several func- 
tions, I am authorized by an Act of Congress of the _ Inst., 
a certified copy of which will accompany this, to request you, 
Sir, to take the most effectual means for supplying them with 
two thousand Louis d’or in distributions proportioned to their 
respective salaries, and to assure you on the faith of Congress, 
that speedy and proper measures will be adopted, both for 
repaying that sum and for establishing a fund for the future 
support of all the embassies of these United States in Europe. 

You will likewise find enclosed a certified copy of an act of 
Congress of the 4th instant, by which you will be informed that 
your salary is also to be two thousand five hundred pounds ster- 
ling per annum; and that John Laurens, Esq. a member of the 
house of representatives for the State of South Carolina and 
lieutenant colonel in the army of the United States is appointed 
by Congress to be secretary to the Minister Plenipotentiary at 
the Court of France. 

I have the honor to be &c. Ke.! 


Adjourned to 10 oClock on Monday. 


‘This report, in the writing of Ilenry Laurens, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 25, I, folio 163. It was printed in the Secret Journals, Forcign, Vol. 
itp. 250. 
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MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 1779 


A letter, of 10th, from Monsr. L’Eclize; and one, of the 
4th, from James Avery, were read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 10, from Jeremiah Wadsworth, commissary 
general of purchases, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the 
quarter master and commissary general’s departments, and 
that they report thereon. 

A petition from Isaac Tyler was read: * 

Ordered, That it be referred to 2 committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [John] 
Mathews, and Mr. [William] Paca. 

The Board of War, to whom their report respecting Major 
la Neuville was re-committed, brought in another report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Major de la Neuville, who has served two 
campaigns in the American army, and has obtained very 
honorable testimonials of his merit, valour and services in 
the several capacities in which he has been employed, be 
appointed a lieutenant colonel by brevet in the army of the 
United States: 

That Lieutenant Colonel Noirmont de la Neuville have 
leave to return to France.’ 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter of 
25 September last, from the governor of Virginia, brought 
in a report; Whereupon, 


1The letter of L’Eglize is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, VIII, 
folio 335; that of Avery, in No. 78, I, folio 321; that of Wadsworth, in No. 78, XXIV, 
folio 97; that of Tyler, in No. 42, VII, folio 356. 

2 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 527. A 
report of the Board, dated November 24, 1778 (present, Sherman, Lee, and Peters), 
is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVII, folio 91. 
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AT A Boarp or War, October 16, 1779. 

Present, Col. Pickering, Col. Atlee, M™ Root and M* Peters 

That the reason for stationing the Troops of Convention in Vir- 
ginia was that they might draw supplies which could not be useful 
from their distance to our army. That the difficulties attending 
the procuring these supplies will be rendered nearly insurmountable, 
if they are too much interfered with by demands for other troops 
than those of our army and for the fleet of our ally. That if either 
party is put to inconvenience, it should be our enemies, and tho’ we 
would not wish to imitate them in all things, we look upon it but a 
small retaliation, if any, to oblige their prisoners to eat wholesome 
Indian Bread, instead of that made from wheat flour; and as Indian 
corn is plenty in Virginia, tho’ their crops of winter grain have in 
some degree failed, we conceive that bread may be delivered to the 
convention troops made of Indian corn, and if they do not choose to 
eat it, and the enemy wish to send them flour, they may be at full 
liberty to do it. 

The board beg leave to report. 


Resolved, That the governor of Virginia be informed, that 
in the opinion of Congress the deficiency of flour for the con- 
vention troops, which cannot be obtained from wheat in 
Virginia, ought to be supplied with meal made of Indian 
corn, which is equally wholesome: 

That his excellency the governor of Virginia be requested 
to inform the commanding officer of those troops, that if 
the commander in chief of the British forces will order sup- 
plies of flour to be sent to Virginia from parts in possession 
of the British army, passports will be ordered for the purpose 
when applied for.’ 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to give the 
necessary orders to the commissary general of purchases and 
the commissary general of issues, for supplying the conven- 
tion troops with rations of Indian meal, in lieu of flour, 
agreeably to the foregoing resolutions. 


1 This report, to this point, is in the Papers of the Continental Conzress, No. 147, 
II, folio 531. 
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On motion of Mr. [Henry] Marchant, seconded by Mr. 
[William] Paca, 

Resolved, That the resolution of Congress passed the 2d 
of July last, so far as it directs or provides, “that each 
endorsement of the certificates issued by the commissioners 
of the continental loan offices for exchanging bills of the 
emissions of May 20, 1777, and April 11, 1778, be witnessed 
by a magistrate,” be, and the same is hereby repealed. 

Resolved, That the report of the committee on depart- 
ments be referred to the committee of the whole. 

Congress was then resolved into a committee of the whole, 
and after some time, the President resumed the chair, and 
Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer reported, that the com- 
mittee have had under their farther consideration the sub- 
ject and papers referred to them, but not having come to a 
conclusion desire leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That to morrow Congress be resolved into a 
committee of the whole to consider further the reports on 
finance and the other papers referred to them. 


Congress proceeded to the nomination of a proper 
person to negotiate a loan in Holland; and Mr. John 
Adams was put in nomination by G[ouverneur] Morris. 

My. Henry Laurens, by Mr. [John] Mathews. 

Mr. Woodbury Langdon, by Mr. [William] Sharpe. 

On motion of Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, seconded by 
Mr. [John] Mathews, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
prepare instructions to the person who may be empow- 
ered to negotiate a foreign loan. 

The members chosen—Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, Mr. 
[John] Mathews, and Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 

Adjourned to 19 o’Clock to Morrow. 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 19, 1779 


On motion of Mr. G[ouverneur] Morris, seconded by Mr. 
[Samuel] Holten, 

Resolved, That Friday next be assigned for taking into 
consideration the report of the Medical Committee on the 
medical staff. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Fell, seconded by Mr. [Roger] 
Sherman, 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to make 
inquiry into the number and quality of rations drawn and 
delivered in the city of Philadelphia, within three months 
past, from the quarter master, commissaries of purchases 
and issues, and barrack master, the names of the persons 
to whom such rations have been delivered, their office, rank or 
occupations, and the particular departments they belong to, 
and make report to Congress. 

A motion being made by Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded 
by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, relative to the granting sub- 
sistance money to heutenants and ensigns, who act as pay 
masters, quarter masters or adjutants: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter of 16th, from Major Lee, was read.' 

Congress was resolved into a committee of the whole, and 
after some time the President resumed the chair, and Mr. 
[Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer reported, that the committee 
have had under consideration the report of the committee of 
ways and means, which was referred to them on the 15, and 
have disagreed to the same; that they have also had under 
consideration the report of the committee on departments, 
but have come to no resolution thereon. 

Colonel Malcolm was put in nomination as a commissioner 
for the Board of War by Mz. [Henry] Laurens, 

! This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIV, folio 289. 
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Resolved, That on Tuesday next, the 26th instant, Con- 
gress proceed to the election of a commissioner for the Board 
of War. 

On motion of Mr. [Jesse] Root, seconded by Mr. [Gouver- 
neur] Morris, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to take 
into consideration what allowance ought to be made to the 
officers in the different departments of the army, to whom 
the provision made by the resolutions of Congress of the 
18th of August last doth not extend: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Jesse] Root, Mr. [Gouverneur] 
Morris, and Mr. [Samuel] Atlee. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 20, 1779 


A letter, of 8, from James Avery was read, enclosing a 
letter, of September 10, from Colonel J. Allan, at Machias, 
to the council of Massachusetts bay: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

The Marine Committee laid before Congress two letters 
received from the navy board in the eastern district, which 
were read: ' 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [James] 
Searle, and Mr. [James] Forbes. 

The Marine Committee also laid before Congress a letter of 
13, from Jacob Rush, which was read, notifying “that an 
appeal, in which the United States are a party, from the 
court of admiralty in the State of Massachusetts bay, rela- 
tive to the ship Viper, is now depending before the commis- 


1 The letter of Avery is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 65, II, folio 3; 
that of Allan is on folio 5; the Navy Board letters, dated September 29 and October 6, 
are in No. 37, folios 145 and 147. 
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sioners of appeal; that the Marine Committee may, if they 
think proper, retain counsel on the part of the Continent:” 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee to 
take order thereon. 

A letter, of 17th, from Major General Lord Stirling, was 
read.’ 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordercd, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Mr. J[{ames] Searle, one of the delegates for the State of Pen- 
sylvania, on his application, for three thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
R{oger] Sherman, one of the delegates for the State of Con- 
necticut, on his application, for two thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
H{enry] Wynkoop, one of the delegates for the State of 
Pensylvania, on his application, for two thousand dollars; 
for which the said State is to be aceountable. 

That the following warrants issue in favour of Major Gen- 
eral Greene, quarter master general, on the application of 
Charles Pettit, Esq. assistant quarter master general, for 
seven hundred thousand dollars, for the use of the depart- 
ment; and for which the said quarter master general is to 
be accountable, viz; One on John Lawrence, Esq. commis- 
sioner of the continental loan office for the State of Con- 
necticut, for five hundred thousand dollars: And another 
on Joseph Clarke, sq. commissioner of the continental loan 
office for the State of Rhode Island, for two hundred thou- 
sand dollars. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of David 
C. Claypole, printer to Congress, for one thousand dollars, 


* This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 162, folio 567. 
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for the purpose of binding the Journals of Congress; and for 
which he is to be accountable. 

The Board, having according to order, considered the memorial of 
Captain Baron De Frey of General Count Pulaski’s legion, of the 4% 
instant, beg leave to report: 

That the Pay Master General be directed to advance eight months 
pay and subsistence to Captain Baron de Frey of General Count 
Puliaski’s Legion, and transmit an account thereof to the Pay Master 
of said Legion. 


That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of William 
Kinnan, copper plate printer to the United States, for two 
thousand dollars; for which he is to be accountable. 

Ordered, That so much of the report of the Board of Treas- 
ury as relates to Baron de Frey, be referred to the Board of 
War.’ 

The committee, to whom was referred so much of the reso- 
lutions respecting the establishment of the Board of Treasury, 
as relates to the annual election of the officers, and who were 
also to consider proper salaries for the said officers, brought 
in a report, which was read: 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Saturday next. 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter, of Sep- 
tember 6th, from the Board of War, brought in a report, 
which was read: 

The Committee, to whom was referred the letter of the 6 inst. 
from the Board of War, another letter of the 28t® August, from John 
Page, Lt. Gov! of the State of Virginia and a report of the Board of 
War of Virginia, 

Report, that in their opinion the State of Virginia had no right to 
detain the Arms imported on account and for the use of the United 
States, as thercby the safety and welfare of these States may be 
essentially endangered. Such conduct we conceive to be also preg- 

' This report, dated October 19, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 


III, folio 737. The paragraph on Kinnan formed a separate report, dated October 20, 
and is on folio 741. | 
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nant with danger, because any State in the union undertaking to be 
its own Carver must consequently lay a foundation for anarely and 
eonfusion, And shows an unreasonable want of eonfidenee in Con- 
eress as must greatly tend to lessen them in the opinion of the other 
States and of the whele world, and render their determinations of 
little effeet. Your committee conceive the proper mode for the State 
of Virginia to have adopted on this oeeasion ought to have been: to 
apply te Congress for the Arms they wanted for the use of that State, 
And whether there had er had not been Arms due from the United 
States to the State of Virginia, yet Congress, from the dispesition they 
have ever manifested to render every assistance to the several States 
in the Union, would have been willing on the present oeeasien to 
gratify the State of Virginia. Provided such request could have been 
eomplied with, without manifest injury to the U. S. Therefore 
Resolved, That the 5000 stand of Arms detained by the Board of 
War of the State of Virginia by order and direction of the Lt. Gov" 
and council of the said State be permitted te remain in said State and 
that the State ef Virginia be eharged therewith. 

Resolved, That the Governor and Council of the State ef Virginia 
be informed that Congress find themselves constrained on this first 
instance of such a preceeding, to signify their disapprobation of the 
same, least it should be drawn into a preeedent that might hereafter 
operate to the manifest injury of the United States.! 


Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

- Hide pelts 
Age. 6 6 werd Hae-Libel Elisha Eldenk 
Bisco P: See : Tee 
the—seeretiias 


The committee appointed to prepare a recommendation to 
the several states, for setting apart the seeond Thursday in 
December next, as a day of general thanksgiving, brought in 
a draught, which was agreed to as follows: 

Whereas it becomes us humbly to approueli the throne of Almighty 
God, with gratitude and praise for the wonders which his goodness has 


wrought in conducting our fore-fathers to this western werld; for his 
protection to them and to their posterity amid diffieulties and dangers; 


’ This report, in the writing of John Mathews, is tn the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 27, folio 91. 
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for raising us, their children, from deep distress to be numbered 
among the nations of the earth; and for arming the hands of just and 
mighty princes in our deliverance; and especially for that he hath 
been pleased to grant us the enjoyment of health, and so to order the 
revolving seasons, that the earth hath produced her increase in abun- 
dance, blessing the labors of the husbandmen, and spreading plenty 
through the land; that he hath prospered our arms and those of our 
ally; been a shield to our troops in the hour of danger, pointed their 
swords to victory and led them in triumph over the bulwarks of the 
foe; that he hath gone with those who went out into the wilderness 
against the savage tribes; that he hath stayed the hand of the spoiler, 
and turned back his meditated destruction; that he hath prospered 
our commerce, and given success to those who sought the enemy on 
the face of the deep; and above all, that he hath diffused the glorious 
licht of the gospel, whereby, through the merits of our gracious 
Redeemer, we may become the heirs of his eternal glory: therefore, 
Resolved, That it be recommended to the several states, to appoint 
Thursday, the 9th of December next, to be a day of public and 
solemn thanksgiving to Almighty God for his mercies, and of prayer 
for the continuance of his favor and protection to these United States; 
to beseech him that he would be graciously pleased to influence our 
public councils, and bless them with wisdom from on high, with 
unanimity, firmness, and success; that he would go forth with our 
hosts and crown our arms with victory; that he would grant to his 
church the plentiful effusions of divine grace, and pour out his holy 
spirit on all ministers of the gospel; that he would bless and prosper 
the means of education, and spread the light of christian knowledge 
through the remotest corners of the earth; that he would smile upon 
the labours of his people and cause the earth to bring forth her fruits 
in abundance; that we may with gratitude and gladness enjoy them; 
that he would take into his holy protection our illustrious ally, give 
him victory over his enemies, and render him signally great, as the 
father of his people and the proteetor of the rights of mankind; that 
he would graciously be pleased to turn the hearts of our enemies, and 
to dispense the blessings of peace to contending nations; that he 
would in mercy look down upon us, pardon our sins and receive us 
into his favor, and finally, that he would establish the independence 
of these United States upon the basis of religion and virtue, and sup- 
port and protect them in the enjoyment of peace, liberty and safety. 
ave aaine ous a abava 20 ata boas 44 eve Musi tote 


oe ry ee 
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Done in Congress, || the 20th day of October, one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-nine, and in the 4th year of the independ- 
ence of the United States of America. 


SAMUEL HuntineTon, President. 
Attest, 


CuHar_Les Tuomson, Secretary. || ' 


Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1779 


Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder, a delegate from New Jersey, 
attended and took his seat in Congress. 

A letter, of 17, from Major Lee, was read, enelosing a roll 
of sundry recruits: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A petition of Oliver Bowen, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 

The proeeedings of a court martial on the trial of Thomas 
Thompson, captain of the Raleigh frigate, was laid before 
Congress: 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Saturday, the 30th instant, and that in the meantime it lie 
on the table for the perusal of the members. 

Ordered, That the report of the Marine Committee on the 
trial of Captain Manly be taken into eonsideration on the 
same day. 

A memorial of James Anderson was read.” 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That the petition of Major General Arnold, whieh 
on the 27 Apri} last, was referred to the Board of Treasury, 


' This proclamation was entered in the Journals by George Bond. In the writing of 
Jesse Root, it is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 24, folio 447. 

2 This memorial, dated October 17, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
41, I, folio 43. It was ordered to lie on the table. 
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with the papers accompanying it, be referred to the com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the report of the commissioners 
on his accounts. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of the Committee of Commerce, upon their application, for 
forty dollars in specie, for payment of a bill drawn by Don 
Juan de Mirailles, payable at the Havannah, in favour of 
Joseph Colbert, an express sent from New Orleans to the 
said Committee.’ 

Resolved, That Thomas Smith, Esq. commissioner of the 
continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, be 
directed to renew for Philip Marsteller, six defaced certificates, 
of the following denominations, viz. 


1 of 200 dollars, dated 9 April, 1779, to Adam Heilman. 


1 of 200 do do to Henry Humburger. 
1 of 1000 do do to Casper Stoever. 

1 of 600 do do to Jacob Neff. 

lof 600 do do to Peter Witmer. 

1of 300 do do to William Young.’ 


The committee on the memorial of Gideon Olmstead, and 
who were directed to confer thereon with a committee of the 
general assembly of the State of Pensylvania, brought in a 
report, which was read: 


The Committee appointed on the Memorial of Gideon Olmstead 
and to confer with a Committee of the General Assembly of Pennsyl- 
vania respecting the earrying into execution the decree of the Court 
of Appeals in the case of the Sloop Active, beg Leave to report: 

That they have conferred with the Committee of the Assembly of 
this State on the business referred to them. The Committee of 
Pennsylvania opposed to the decree in the case above said, an Act of 
their Assembly passed September 9", 1778, by which, after consti- 
tuting Courts for the trial of Captures on the high Seas and directing 
such trials to be by Jury: it is Enacted that the finding of the Jury 
shall establish the facts without re-examination or appeal. 

1 his report, dated October 20, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 


IIT, folio 743. 
* See note under October 16, p. 1182, ante. 
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And in the 7 Section of said Law it is further enacted, that in all 
causes of Captures, an appeal from the decree of the Judge of Admi- 
ralty of this State shall be allowed to the Continental Congress, or 
such person or persons as they may from time to time appoint for 
hearing and trying appeals, &c. 

And that in the case of the Sloop Active the Jury found the follow- 
ing verdict, vizt: One fourth part of the neat proceeds of the Sloop 
Active and her Cargo to the 1° Claimants; three fourth parts of the 
neat proceeds of the said Sloop and her Cargo to the libellent, and the 
second Claimant, as per agreement between them. 

Your Committee further report, 

That Congress by the 4" Section of their resolves of the 25 of 
November, A. D. 1775, recommended to the several legislatures in the 
United Colonies as soon as possible to erect Courts of Justice or give 
jurisdiction to the Courts in being, for the purpose of determining 
concerning Captures to be made &c., and to provide that all trials in 
such case, be had by a Jury under such qualifications, as to the 
respective Legislatures shall seem expedient. 

And in the 6" Section Congress resolved, that in all cases an appeal 
shall be allowed to Congress or such person or persons as they shall 
appoint for the trial of Appeals, &c. 

That an appeal was regularly granted by the Court of Admiralty in 
the State of Pennsylvania to said Gideon Olmstead, &c., Claimants 
from the verdict and decree or sentence in this cause to Congress, Ke. 

Your Committee are of opinion that nothing in said Act of Assembly 
does or could debar the appelants of a right of appeal to Congress in 
said cause, And that said cause, both by the resolutions of Congress 
and said Act of Assembly, came properly before the Court of appeals 
and that they had competent jurisdiction to hear, try and determine 
the same agreeable to the resolutions of Congress of 6 day of March 
last, and tliat the same ought to be carried into execution. 

Your Committee find that Gideon Olmstead, &c, appellants have 
received the sum of £12,750 in part of the Money raised from the sale 
of said Sloop and Cargo; that the amount of the neat proceeds of 
said Sloop and Cargo 1s £51,000 Pennsylvania currency. 

Whereupon your Committee submit the following resolutions to 
the consideration of Congress: 

That the remainder of the neat proceeds of the Sloop Active and 
Cargo, being about the suin of thirty eight thousand two hundred and 
fifty Pounds Pennsylvania Currency be paid to Gideon Olmstead and 
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others, appelants in said cause, out of the Treasury of these United 
States in full satisfaction of the judgment of the Court of appeals in 
their favor in the ease of the Sloop Active, and that the State of 
Pennsylvania be charged with the same. 

That the State of Pennsylvania be, and they are hereby authorized, 
to avail themselves of the judgment of the Court of appeals in the said 
cause to reimburse the sums charged to them as above.! 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Monday, the Ist of November next. 

Resolved, That three members be added to the committee 
on the letter of 21 September, from the council of Massachu- 
setts bay. 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Forbes, Mr. [Nathaniel] 
Scudder, and Mr. [John] Mathews. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the committee, to 
whom was referred the report of the Board of Treasury, of 
24 August last, respecting Baron Steuben, in the room of 
Mr. [John] Armstrong, who 1s absent. 

The member chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Atlee. 

Resolved, 'That two members be added to the committee on 
the representation from the legislative council and general 
assembly of the State of New Jersey, in the room of Mr. [John] 
Witherspoon and Mr. [Nicholas] Van Dyke, who are absent: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder and Mr. 
[John] Dickinson. 

The committee appointed to prepare instructions to 
the person who may be empowered to negotiate a foreign 
loan brought in a report: 

Ordered, That it be taken into consideration on 
Monday next. 

Your Committee appointed to prepare instructions to the 
person who may be empowered to negotiate a foreign loan, 
Report: 


1 This report, in the writing of Jesse Root, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 19, IV, folio 495. 
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1° That he be empowered to employ on the best terms in his 
power some proper mercantile or banking house in the City of 
Amsterdam, or elsewhere in the United Provinces of 
the Low Countries, to assist in the procuring of 
Loans, to receive and pay the money borrowed, to keep the 
accounts and pay the Interest. 

2° That he be also empowered to covenant with the said 
House, that they shall have the preference of supplying on the 
usual mercantile terms such articles as may be from 
time to time ordered by the United States from Hol- 
land, as the said House may think proper. 

3¥ That he be also empowered to pledge the faith of the 
United States in the inost authentic manner, by executing such 
securities or obligations for the payment of the money 
as he may think proper, and also that the Interest 
shall not be reduced nor the principal paid during the term for 
which the same shall have been borrowed without the consent 
of the lenders or their Representatives. 

4'' That he be also empowered to agree to and to execute 
such form of the said surety or obligation for the 
money as he may think proper, And 

5 That he be also empowered to receive payment of the 
monies borrowed at two or three different equal instalments so 
as the whole together do not exceed six months, and 
to allow the Interest from the first payment. 

6 That he be directed to borrow a sum not exceeding 
Postponedon 10,000,000 of Dollars, at the lowest rate possible, not 

ayandno exceeding 6 per cent per annum. 

And if the money can be obtained for 7 per cent., then to bor- 

row a sum not exceeding ; and if the same can be 
obtained for 6 per cent, then to borrow a sum not 
exceeding ; and if it can be obtained 
for 5 per cent., then to borrow a sum not exceeding ; 
and if it can be obtained for 4 per cent., then to borrow a sum 
not exceeding ; 

7” That he endeavor as much as possible to procure money 
from those who have been accustomed to lend to or 
are Creditors of Great Britain. 


Agreed 


Rejected 


Agreed 


Rejected 


Rejected 


Rejected 


Rejected 
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8” That he be directed to give notice to Congress of any 
Loan made by him or under his authority, and to direct the 
House by him employed to accept and pay the bills 
of exchange which may be drawn under the authority 
of Congress. 

9” That agents be appomted by Congress, one in Boston, 
one in Philadelphia, one in Baltimore, and one in Charlestown, 
to draw bills of exchange im their own names for the 
money so borrowed, under the direction of the Treas- 
ury board and be allowed such reward as the said Board may 
think proper. 

All which is submitted. 

That a Commissioner be appointed and furnished with In- 
structions for entering into a Treaty of Amity and 
Commerce with the United Provinces of the Low 


Agreed 


Postponed 


Pasd 
Country.’ 


Congress proceeded to the election of a person to 

negotiate a loan in Holland; and the ballots being taken, 

The Honorable Henry Laurens, Esquire, was elected. 
Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22, 1779 


A letter, of 20th, from Charles Petit, was read, reciting his 
former applications to Congress, on account of a tax to which, 
by an act of the legislature of New Jersey, he is subjected, 
as assistant quarter master general, and the proceedings of 
Congress thereon; and informing that he is called on for one 
thousand pounds tax, as assistant quarter master general, 
and requesting the attention of Congress to his letter, of 
7 July, and to the report of the committee thereon: 

A motion was made by Mr. [Henry] Marchant, seconded by 
Mr. [William] Paca, 

1 This report, in the writing of Gouverneur Morris, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 25, I, folio 169. The last paragraph is in the writing of Samuel Hunting- 


ton. Itis endorsed: ‘Read October 1[21], 1779. To be considered on Monday next, 
the 25th instant.’’ See p. 1210, post. 
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That the letter be referred to a committee: 
On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John] 
Fell, 





New Hampshire, Delaware, 
Mr. Peabody, NO | lj Mr. Diekinson, no } no 
div 
Langdon, Maryland, 
Massachusetts Bay, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Lovell, no Paca, ay | no 
Holten, no ; no Forbes, no 
Partridge, no Virginia, 
Rhode Island, Mr. Griffin, ay 
Mr. Marchant, ay bay Mereer, no | ay 
Connecticut, fitzhugh, ay 
Mr. Sherman, no North Carolina, 
Huntington, ay | no Mr. Harnett, no 
Root, no Hewes, no | no 
New York, Sharpe, ay 
Mr. Lewis, ay } * South Carolina, 
New Jersey, Mr. Laurens ay 
Mr. Seudder, no] _ Mathews, RY ae 
Yell, no 
Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Atlee, no 
Searle, no | no 
Muhlenberg, no 


So it passed in the negative. 

A letter, of 20, from W. Hodge, was read, enclosing a repre- 
sentation to the Marine Committee, relative to the cutter 
ftevenge &c.; and a letter, of 21 September, from S. Deane on 
the same subject: 

Ordcred, That the same be referred to the Committee of 
Commerce. 

A petition of Ralph Smith, Jonathan Patten and Joseph 
Ruggles, of Boston, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed 
to superintend the departments of the quarter master and 
commissary general. 
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Mr. [John] Dickinson, a delegate for the State of Delaware, 
laid before Congress an extract of a letter from the president 
of that State, desiring him to apply for an advance of thirty 
six thousand dollars for the recruiting service: 

Ordered, That 1t be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 10th, 
from J. Wadsworth, commissary general, brought 1n a report, 
which was read: 


The Committee on the Commissary and Quartermaster Generals’ 
Department, to whom was referred the letter of the 10th instant, from 
Colonel Jeremiah Wadsworth, Commissary General, beg leave to 
report; 

That they, having considered the repeated request of Colonel Jere- 
miah Wadsworth, Commissary General of Purchases, for liberty to 
resign his office, and his desire to quit the Service at the close of the 
present year, are of Opinion, that, notwithstanding his continuance in 
office is greatly to be desired, he ought to have permission to resign, 
and that a successor be without loss of time appointed; and there- 
upon, submit the following resolutions to the consideration of Congress: 

Resolved, That Colonel Jeremiah Wadsworth, Commissary General 
of Purchases have leave to resign his office and to retire from the 
service on the first of January next, agreeable to his request: 

That Congress will immediately proceed to nominate and appoint a 
person to succeed him in said office: 

That those parts of said letter which respects the furnishing of 
money to enable him to pay for the necessary supphes purchased for 
the army, be referred to the Board of Treasury.? 


Ordered, That it be taken into consideration on Tuesday 
next. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Medical 
Committee on the medical staff, and some time being spent 
thereon, 


1 The petition of Smith and others, dated October 4, is in the Papers of the Conti- 
nental Congress, No. 42, VII, folio 77; the letter from Delaware, in No. 70, folio 713. 

2 This report, in the writing of Jesse Root, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 19, VI, folio 125. See under November 29, p. 1326, post. 
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Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 

A letter, of 17, from General Washington was read. 

A letter, of 17, from General Schuyler was read, enclosing 
sundry papers relative to Indian affairs: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Forbes, Mr. [William] 
Sharpe, and Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris. 

A letter, of 21, from the president and supreme executive 
council of Pensylvania, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee; that 
they take order thereon and report to Congress.’ 

The Board of War having represented that Mons. Noirmont 
de la Neuville has expressed his uneasiness lest his not being 
eratified with the rank and command of a lieutenant colonel 
should create disagreeable comparisons between the sup- 
posed ideas entertained by Congress of his merit and that of 
these enjoying such command: 

Resolved, That Congress entertain a very favorable opinion 
of the personal merit and military character of Mons. Noir- 
mont, which he has evidenced on every occasion presenting 
itself to him during his service in America; but a reformation 
of the army having lately taken place, which renders it 
inconsistent with the arrangement as now settled to grant 
commands in the line to gentlemen under Mr, Noirmont’s 
circumstances, has prevented his having a commission of the 
same nature with some others, though his merit and services 
would otherwise entitle him thereto.’ 


1 Schuyler’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 153, ITT, folio 462; 
the Jetter from the Pennsylvania Council is printed in the Pennsylvania -Irchives, 
fat. 761. 

? This report, dated October 22, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, 
Il, folio 535. 


vl828—vou x11—08——76 


1202 Journals of Congress 


The commissioners report, 

That there is due to Mr. J[ames] Lovell, for the amount of 
cash advanced by him for contingent expences of the Com- 
mittee of Foreign Affairs, nine hundred and four dollars and 
60/90. 

That there is due to Andrew Doz, John Shee and Hugh 
Montgomerie, commissioners, for destroying the bills of 
credit taken out of circulation, for counting and destroying 
eleven millions six hundred and four thousand six hundred 
and seventy four dollars, at 5/90 of a dollar pr c! the sum of 
six thousand four hundred and forty seven dollars and 3/90." 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23, 1779 


A petition of Pierpoint Edwards and others was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee on Appeals. 

Ordered, That Mr. [Daniel of St. Thomas] Jenifer, and Mr. 
[William] Paca have leave of absence. 

Ordered, That two members be added to the Committee 
on the Post Office, in the room of Mr. [Henry] Laurens and 
Mr. [William] Paea, who have leave of absence. 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Dickinson and Mr. [Roger] 
Sherman. 

The following gentlemen were put in nomination for a 
commissioner of the Board of War: 

Mr. J[esse] Root, by Mr. [Henry] Marchant. 

For auditor general: 

Mr. Francis Hopkinson, by Mr. [Joseph] Hewes. 

For commissioners of the Board of Treasury; 

Mr. Francis Hopkinson by Mr. [Henry] Laurens; Mr. John 
Hurd, by Mr. [Woodbury] Langdon. 


1 This report, dated October 22, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 126, 
VII, folio 751, 
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The Committee on the Post office brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 


The Committee on the Post Office Report: 

That the Post Master has laid before them his general accounts, 
which are herewith presented. It appears from one of these accounts 
A, that a balance was due on the 5 inst to the Post Master of 
moro 15 6. 

From another account, marked B, that the office is now indebted 
for arrears to post riders about £17666 1 3 according to the nearest 
eomputation that the Comptroller can at present make. 

The post Masters salary is at presené 2000 Dollars per annum. 

The Comptroller’s, 1500 per annum. 

The surveyors, each, 20 dollars per day: 
of which these officers respectively complain as being insiifficient 
for their support, as appears by the Post Master’s letter of the 5 ins* 
and the Comptroller’s of the 22¢, which also accompany this, and to 
which the Committce beg leave to refer. 

The Committee beg leave to recommend that the aecounts be 


Ag! referred to the Treasury Board; that a warrant issue 

on the treasurer to pay into the Post Master’s hands 40,000 dollars 
Ag! in order to discharge the arrears due by, and for con- 
ai tinuing the functions of the office; he to be accountable. 
That the post Masters salary be encreased to 3500 Dollars per 
Passed annum to commence the first day of September last. 
That the Comptroller’s salary be encreased to 2500 dollars per 
Pass! annum, to commence on the said 1° September. 


M: Bryson, one of the surveyors, has proposed to the Committee in 
a paper marked C, to continue in his office at the present allowance 
of 20 dollars per day, on condition of being allowed to draw forage 
for one horse and clothing for himself on the terms under which officers 
of the army draw clothing from the clothier general, which the 
Committee beg leave to submit to Congress, and recommend that what- 
ever additional allowance be made to M! Bryson, may also be made 
to M! Hazard and M' Stevens respectively the other surveyors.' 

The last paragraph recommitted.? 

1 This report, in the writing of Henry Laurens, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 61, folio 459. It is endorsed: ‘‘Read, October 23, 1779. Part passed: 
remainder postponed to Tuesday 26. Part passed and part recommitted, Decem- 
ber 1.” 

“A line in the writing of Samuc! Huntington. 
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Resolved, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of R. Bache, Esq. postmaster general, for forty thousand 
dollars, to discharge the arrears due by and for continuing 
the functions of the office; for which sum he 1s to be account- 
able: 

Ordered, That the farther consideration of the report be 
postponed till Tuesday next. 

The Marine Committee, to whom were referred sundry 
papers relative to the navy department, brought in a report, 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Thursday next. 

The Marine Committee, to whom was referred the letter 
of 21, from the supreme executive council of Pensylvania, 
report, that they have written a Jetter to Captain Harding, 
of the Confederacy, reciting “that they have received infor- 
mation, that he has lately impressed on board the said 
frigate several seamen, citizens of this State, who have left 
families in this city in a distressed situation, and ordering 
him, if this be true, to discharge them immediately.”’ 

The Marine Committee to whom was referred a letter from Presi- 
dent Reed dated the 21 of Oetober 1779 beg leave to report to 
Congress the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That no Commander of any ship or vessel of war in the 
service of the United States shall impress, or eause tobe impressed, 
any person on board the same without permission first obtained from 
the Legislative or executive authority of the State in whieh such ship 
or vessel may then be.’ 

Ordered, That the report of the Medical Committee on the 
medical staff be taken into consideration on Wednesday 
next. 

According to order, 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee to whom was referred so much of the resolutions 
respecting the establishment of a Board of Treasury as relates 

1 This report is in ths Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 37, folio 167, 
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to the annual election of the officers, and who were also to 
consider proper salaries for the said officers;' Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the commissioners, secretary and clerks of 
the Board of Treasury, and all officers in the departments 
of the auditor general, treasurer, and chambers of accounts, 
who may be appointed before the conclusion of the present 
war, shall hold their respective offices during the pleasure of 
Congress; any thing contained in an ordinance for establish- 
ing a Board of Treasury, and the proper offices for managing 
the finances of these United States, to the contrary notwith- 
standing: 

On passing the foregoing resolution, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [James] Mercer, 








New llampshire, Delaware, 
Mr. Peabody, no Ae Mr. Dickinson, no } no 
Langdon, no Maryland, 
Massachusetts Bay, Mr. Plater, ay | 
ay 
Mr. Gerry, Ly Forbes, Ly 
Lovell, no Virginia, 
Holten, no a“ Mr. Griffin, ay 
Partridge, no Mercer, no } ay 
Rhode Island, Fitzhugh, ay 
Mr. Marchant, notno | North Carolina, 
Connecticut, Mr. Harnett, ay 
Mr. }{untington, no ; Hewes, Qy + ay 
Sherman, no } a: Sharpe, ay 
New Jersey, South Carolina, 
Mr. Scudder, ay Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 
Fell, ay = 
Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Atlee, QY 
Searle, ay | ay 
Muhlenberg, no 





So il passed in the affirmative. 


' From this point to the end of October 26 the entries are in the writing of George 
Bond. 
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Resolved, That until the further order of Congress, the com- 
missioners of the Board of Treasury, not members of Congress, 
be respectively allowed a salary of fourteen thousand dollars 
per annum: 

That the auditor general be allowed a salary of twelve 
thousand dollars per annum:! 

That the commissioners of the chambers of accounts be 
allowed twelve thousand dollars per annum: 

That the secretary of the Board of Treasury, and the assist- 
ant auditor general, be respectively allowed ten thousand 
dollars per annum: 

That the treasurer be allowed fifteen thousand dollars per 
annum: 

That the clerks of the Board of Treasury, and of the depart- 
ments of the auditor general, treasurer and chambers of 
accounts, be allowed 7,000 dollars per annum respectively: 

That the salaries aforesaid shall be annually or oftener, if 
Congress shall judge it expedient, revised and altered agree- 
able to the appreciation of the continental currency. 

Provided that the said salaries shall not at any time be reduced 
lower than 2000 Dollars p" annum for each of the said Commissioners 

of the Board of Treasury and Auditor General; nor than 

Postponed 1500 Dollars pr an. for each of the Commissioners of 

the Chambers of Accounts, Secretary of the Treasury, 

and assistant Auditor General; nor than 2200 Dollars pr year for 

the Treasurer, nor than 1000 Dollars pr year for each of the clerks 
aforesaid.? 

Ordered, That the farther consideration of the report be 
postponed till Monday next. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 


1 Tn the original report the salary of the auditor general was fixed at the same rate as 
the eommissioners. 

“This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 26, folio 83. 
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Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Mr. G[ouverneur] Morris, one of the delegates for the State of 
New York, on his application, for four thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on Thomas Smith, Esq. commissioner 
of the continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, in 
favour of Joseph Carleton paymaster to the Board of War 
and Ordnance, on their application, for forty one thousand 
one hundred and ninety eight dollars and 60/90 in loan office 
certificates, to enable them to discharge a draft of William 
Smith, Esq. their agent for purchasing cloathing at Balti- 
more; for which the said Joseph Carleton ts to be accountable. 

That on the application of James Wilkinson, Esq. elothier 
general, countersigned by the Board of War, a warrant issue 
in his favour, on the supreme executive council of the State of 
Pensylvania in part of the sum lent them on the ninth of 
April last, for one hundred thousand dollars, for the use of the 
hide department; for which the said James Wilkinson, Esq. 
is to be accountable.’ 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


MONDAY, OCTOBER 25, 1779 


A letter, of the 21st, from General Washington, was read, 
enclosing an extract of a letter from Colonel D. Broadhead, 
dated Pittsburg, September 16th:° 

Ordered, That the letter from General Washington, with 
the extraet enclosed, be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Samuel] Atlee, Mr. [William 
Churchill] Houston, and Mr. [Henry] Marchant. 

1This repot, dated October 22, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 747. 


*The Washington Ictter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, 
folio 123; the Brodhead extract is on folio 135; the second letter is on folio 13]. 
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A letter from General Washington, of the same date, at 5 
P. M., was read: 

Ordcred, That the same, together with an extract of the 
General’s former letter, be referred to the Committee of 
Intelligence. 

A letter, of this day, from Doctor John Morgan, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [William] 
Paca, and Mr. [John] Dickinson. 

A letter, of the 25th, from Jonathan Burrall, was read: ' 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

Whereas it is represented to Congress, on behalf of Susan- 
nah Hotehkiss, widow of Mr. John Hotchkiss, late of New 
Haven, deceased, that the said John Hotchkiss, on the 31st 
of May last, deposited in the continental loan office in the 
State of Connecticut, 270 dollars, of the emissions of May 
20th, 1777, and April 11th, 1778, for exchange; that on the 
5th of July last, at New Haven aforesaid, the said John 
Hotchkiss was slain in battle, in repelling the common ene- 
mies of the United States, and that his pocket-book, in 
which was the certificate which he received for said bills, 
cannot be found; that the commissioner of the said loan 
office does not think himself warranted to pay the sum due 
on said certificate, without the special order of Congress; 
Whereupon, 

On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by Mr. 
[Henry] Marchant, 

Ordered, That the said application be referred to the Board 
of Treasury. 

Congress proceeded to the consideration of foreign affairs, 
and some time being spent thereon, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


‘The Morgan letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 63, fulio 137; 
that of Burral]l, in No. 78, III, folio 371. 
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TUESDAY, OCTOBER 26, 1779 


A letter, of the 9th, from Colonel D. Brodhead, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Mr. Gfouverneur] Morris laid before Congress a letter from 
the Senate of New York, to their delegates in Congress, 
dated October Ist, 1779, which was read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

A memorial from Lewis Weiss, attorney in fact, of the 
wardens of the Single Brethren at Bethlehem, was read, with 
an aecount enclosed :* 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

A report from the Board of War, relative to an advance 
of money to Captain de Frey, to enable him to prosecute 
his voyage to France, was read: 

Ordered, That the same be re-committed. 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
Ralph Smith, Jonathan Patten and Joseph Ruggles, brought 
in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the commissary general of purchases, or 
his deputy, be directed to pay to the petitioners for the 
four hundred and thirty eight barrels of flour taken from 
them for the use of the public, the same per hundred weight, 
including what he hath already paid them, as he gave to 
others at that time in Baltimore for flour of the like quality.° 

Congress proceeded to the consideration of foreign affairs 
and some time being spent thereon, 


'This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, ITI, folio 355. The 
New York letter is in No. 67, II, folio 214. 

2This memorial, dated October 23, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
41, X, folio 399. 

3This report, in the writing of Jesse Root, is in the Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, No. 22, folio 153. 
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Congress took into consideration the report of the 
committee on instructions to the person appointed to 
negotiate a loan in Holland: Whereupon, 

Resolved, That he be instructed to borrow a sum not 
exceeding ten million dollars, at the lowest rate possible, 
not exceeding six per cent. per annum. 

Resolved, That he be empowered to employ, on the 
best terms in his power, some proper mercantile or 
banking house in the city of Amsterdam, or elsewhere, 
in the United Provinces of the low countries, to assist 
in the procuring of loans, to receive and pay the money 
borrowed, to keep the accounts, and to pay the interest. 

That he be also empowered to pledge the faith of the 
United States, by executing such securities or obliga- 
tions for the payment of the money as he may think 
proper; and also that the interest shall not be reduced, 
nor the principal paid, during the term for which the 
same shall have been borrowed, without the consent of 
the lenders, or their representatives. 

That he be directed to give notice to Congress of any 
loan made by him, or under his authority, and to direct 
the house by him employed to accept and pay the bills 
of exchange which may be drawn under the authority 
of Congress. 

Resolved, That a commissioner be appointed, and fur- 
nished with instructions for entering into a treaty of 
amity and commerce with the United Provinces of the 
low countries. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
prepare a commission for the person appointed to nego- 
tiate a loan in the United Provinces of the low countries, 
and also instructions for the person to be appointed to 
negotiate a treaty of amity and commerce with the said 
provinces, and a commission for that purpose. 
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The members chosen—Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Wil- 
liam Churchill] Houston, and Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris.’ 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 1779 


A memorial of Major W{illiam] Maepherson, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Sundry returns of the state of the hospital in the southern 
department, were laid before Congress and read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Medical Committee. 

A memorial of Ephraim Blaine, was read, accompanied 
with sundry papers: * 

Ordered, That they be referred to the committee appointed 
to superintend the departments of the quarter master and 
commissary general. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on Derick Ten Broek, Esq. 
late commissioner of the continental loan office in the State 
of New York, or his successor in office, in favour of James 
Wilkinson, Esq. cloathier general, upon his application of 
the 16 instant, countersigned by the Board of War, for fifty 
thousand dollars, for the use of the hide department; the 
said James Wilkinson to be accountable for the said sum, 
and to inform the Board of Treasury of the name of the per- 
son who may discharge the said warrant. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
J{esse] Root, one of the delegates for the State of Connect- 
icut, on his application, for five thousand dollars; for which 
the said State is to be aecountable. 


'These resolves were entered only in the manuscript Seerct Journal, Forcign 
Affairs. The last resolve, in the writing of George Bond and Johu Mathews, isin the 
Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 25, I, folio 167. 

? Macpherson’s memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, 
folio 565; that of Blaine, dated October 25, is in No. 41, I, folio 208. 
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That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of John 
Biddle, Peter Thomson, Isaac Howell, Isaac Snowden and 
Nathaniel Falconer, inspectors of the continental press, for 
two thousand dollars, on their application, for the contin- 
event expences of their department; for which they are to be 
accountable.’ 

A report from the commissioners of claims on the accounts 
of the hon”” J[ohn] Adams, Esq. late one of the commissioners 
of the United States at the court of Versailles, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Forbes, Mr. [John] 
Mathews and Mr. [William Churchill] Houston. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a secretary to the 
Board of Ordnance, and pay master to the Board of War and 
Ordnance; and, the ballots being taken, 

Joseph Carleton was elected. 

The Board of War having represented to Congress that 
Mr. J. Carleton has, by their appointment, discharged the 
business of the office, to which he is now elected, from the 
time of Mr. Nourse’s resignation, at which date he was by 
them recommended to Congress: 

Resolved, That Mr. J. Carleton be considered as secretary 
to the Board of Ordnance, and pay master to the Board of 
War and Ordnance, and entitled to the pay and emoluments 
of that office from the time of Mr. J. Nourse’s resignation.’ 

The committee to whom was referred a letter of the 21, 
from General Washington, enclosing an extract of a letter 
from colonel D. Brodhead, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the thanks of Congress be given to his 
Excellency General Washington, for directing, and to Colonel 
D. Brodhead and the brave officers and soldiers under his 


' Yhis report, dated October 26, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
111, folio 753. 

2These resolutions were based upon a letter from the Board of War, dated October 
27, in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 543. 
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command, for executing the important expedition against 
the Mingo and Muncey Indians, and that part of the Senecas 
on the Alleghany river, by which the depredations of those 
savages, assisted by their merciless instigators, subjects of 
the king of Great Britain, upon the defenceless inhabitants 
of the western frontiers, have been restrained and prevented.’ 

The Board of War, to whom was re-committed their 
report respecting Baron de Frey, brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the resolution of the 4th instant giving a 
furlough to Baron de Frey, be re-considered and repealed. 

Resolved, ‘That the Baron de Frey, being desirous of 
returning to France, be excused from any further service: 

That in consideration of his merit and good services, he 
be allowed the sum of one thousand five hundred dollars, to 
enable him to return to France.’ 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of 
George Morgan and W. Trent, brought in a report:* 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Friday next. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant tssue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Charles Morse and John Jackson, elerks in the office of 
the secretary of Congress, for one thousand dollars eaeh; 
for which they are to be respectively accountable.’ 

According to order, Congress took into consideration the 
report of the Medical Committee and after debate, 


1This report, in the writing of William Churehill Houston, is m the Papers of the 
Continental Congress, No. 19, V1, folio 281. 

¢ This report, dated October 27, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147. 
II, folio 559. With it is the second paragraph in the writing of John Dickinson. 

3 See under October 29, p. 1230, post. 

* This report, dated October 27, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
1i1, folio 757. 
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On motion of Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder, seconded by Mr. 
[Samuel] Holten, 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 

On motion of Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder, seconded by Mr. 
(William Churchill] Houston, 

Resolved, That the director general, each of the deputy 
directors general, each physician and sur geon general, each 
senior physician and surgeon, each junior surgeon, each 
apothecary general, each chaplain and each apotheaiiam S 
assistant, 1n ke hospital of the United States, te+henerth- 
arard-efthe rer Petemeae shall be entitled to draw clothing 
annually from the stores of the clothier general, 1n the same 
manner, and under the same regulations as are established 
for aneee of the line, by a resolution of the twenty-sixth 
day of November, 1777. 

Resolved, That until the further order of Congress, the 
said officers of the military hospital shall also be entitled 
to subsistence, in like manner as is granted to officers of 
the line, to be estimated in the following ratio: 

Ist. The director general to receive the same subsistence 
as a colonel in the line: 

2d. The deputy directors general, the physicians, surgeons 
and apothecaries general, the same as lieutenant colonels: 

3d. The senior physicians and surgeons the same as 
majors: 

The junior surgeons and apothecaries’ assistants the same 
as captains: and the chaplains, the same as chaplains of 
brigades are entitled to by a resolution of the 18th day 
of August last, and to commence from the said 18th day of 
August. 

Resolved, That the mates of the military hospital shall, 
during service, be entitled to the same subsistence as is 
given to regimental surgeon’s mates, by the resolution of 
the 18th day of August last. 
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The Marine Committee, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Oliver Bowen, brought in a report, which was read. 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 28, 1779 


A letter, of 27, from the Board of War, was read; Where- 
upon, 


The Board find that there will be but a scanty supply of leather 
for immediate purposes obtained in this quarter, and therefore think 
it best to draw an addition to the stock from South Carolina, where 
we are informed it can be obtained in abundance and at reasonable 
rates. If any is purchased it may at this time be transported by 
water, and unless some means of this kind are used, the troops will 
suffer in the articles of shoes and military accoutrements. <A great 
saving might also be made in the Quarter Master’s Department from 
a supply obtained in this way. The Honble M« Laurens’ going to 
the Southward affords us an immediate opportunity of Executing 
our plan and he has been pleased to undertake to give his assistance. 
We would wish to buy One hundred thousand weight, viz' 60,000 
Soal, 20,000 upper and the hke quantity of Harness leather. The 
mode of payment we propose to be by monies from the loans and 
taxes raised in the State of South Carolina. We therefore beg leave 
to report: 

That the Board of War be authorized to purchase a quantity of 
leather not exceeding one hundred thousand pounds weight in the 
State of South Carolina, and that the Commercial Committee be 
directed to afford the means of transportation for the said leather 
by water from the said State. 

That warrants issue on the Gov’ of the State of South Carolina 
in favor of the Paymaster of the Board of War, or the order of the 
sail Board for the sum of Dollars to enable the Board to com- 
ply with their engagements for the purchase of the said leather. 

That in case a sufficient sum shall not be in the Loan Office of the 
Said State to pay for the leather bought by the Board in virtue of 
the directions aforesaid, the Government of the said State be re- 
quested to advance to the order of the Board out of the taxes raised 
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on Continental account such sums as will be necessary for payment 
of all deficiencies in the purchases of leather which cannot be sup- 
plied out of the Loan Office, and that the said State shall be credited 
on account of taxes with all monies so advanced. 

Resolved, 'That the Board of War be authorized to purchase 
a quantity of leather, not exceeding one hundred thousand 
pounds weight, in the State of South Carolina: 

That the Board of War be authorized to draw upon the 
governor of the State of South Carolina for such sum or 
sums as will be necessary to pay for the said leather, and 
that the governor of the said State of South Carolina be 
requested to advance out of the taxes raised on the conti- 
nental account, such sums as shall be drawn for by the 
Board of War for that purpose. 

On motion of Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder, seconded by Mr. 
[Henry] Laurens, 

Resolved, That the resolutions of yesterday, respecting the 
officers of the hospital department of the United States, be 
re-considered; and together with the report of the Medical 
Committee on the hospital department, be re-committed. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
Board of War respecting the quarter masters’ artificers; and 
after debate, 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

A memorial of Hendrick Smock was read: ” 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Mr. James Milligan was put in nomination by Mr. [Roger] 
Sherman, for the office of auditor general. 

According to order, 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Marine 
Committee respecting the navy department; Whereupon, 


1 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 547. 
? This memorial, dated September 30, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 41, IX, folio 96. 
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Resolved, That a Board of Admirality be established, to 
superintend the naval and marine affairs of these United 
States; to consist of three commissioners not members of 
Congress, and two members of Congress, any three of whom 
to form a board for the despateh of business; to be subject in 
all cases to the control of Congress: 

That there shall not be more than one member of the said 
Board at any time belonging to the same State: 

That there shall be a secretary to the said Board, to be 
appointed by Cungress: 

That the Board have power to appoint a clerk to assist 
them in the execution of the business of the department: 

That the said Board of Admiralty be, and they are hereby 
authorized, empowered and directed, to form proper plans 
for increasing the naval foree of the United States, and for 
the better regulating the same, and lay them before Congress: 

That they have the ordering and direeting the destination 
of all ships and vessels of war; that they superintend and direct 
such navy boards as are now established or may at any time 
hereafter be established by Congress; eause fair entries to be 
made and proper accounts kept of all business transacted 
by them; examine the accounts of the several navy boards, 
and all agents and other persons who have transacted or may 
transact any business relative to the marine department, 
where such accounts have not been finally settled; report the 
same to Congress, and make proper entries in their books, so 
that the whole matters may be comprehended in one view; 
keep an alphabetical and aceurate register of the names of all 
officers of the navy in the service of the United States, with 
their rank and the date of their commissions, which eommis- 
sions shall be signed by the President of Congress and coun- 
tersigned by the secretary to the said Board of Admiralty; 
publish annually a register of all appointments; obtain regular 
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and exact returns of all warlike stores, cloathing, provisions 
and all other necessary articles belonging to the marine de- 
partment; take the care and direction of all marine prisoners; 
execute all such matters as shall be directed, and give their 
opinion on all such subjects as shall be referred to them by 
Congress, or as they may think necessary for the better regu- 
lation and improvement of the navy of the United States; and 
in general to superintend and direct all the branches of the 
marine department: 

That the said Board shall sit in the place where Congress 
shall be held, and no member of the Board shall absent him- 
self without leave of Congress, or the committee of the states 
in the recess of Congress: 

That all the proceedings of the said Board shall be inspected 
by Congress, or a committee by them appointed for that pur- 
pose, as often as may be thought proper and convenient; and 
every member of Congress may have free access to the records 
and papers of the said Board, excepting such as are in their 
nature secret: 

That all navy and marine officers and other attending upon 
or connected with the admiralty department, be, and they are 
hereby required and enjoined to observe the directions of the 
said Board in all such other matters as they may be directed, 
or may tend to facilitate the business of the department. 

Resolved, That the salary of each of the three commis- 
sioners who shall conduct the business of the Board of Admi- 
ralty, be 14,000 dollars per annum, and the salary of the secre- 
tary of the said Board be 10,000 dollars per annum; said 
salaries to be annually, or oftener if Congress shal! judge it 
expedient, revised and altered agreeably to the appreciation 
of the continental currency. 

Resolved, That Monday the 15 day of November be 
assigned for nominating the officers aforesaid. 
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That whenever a Motion is made to recall or discharge any person 
who may hold an office under these United States, the question shall 
be put, whether the said person shall be continued in office, and if it is 
not consented to by a majority of the States present, he shall be 
recalled or discharged as the case may be.? 


Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 209, 1779 


A memorial from Major Widdersheime was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee, and 
that they provide Major Widdersheime with a passage to 
Europe by the first opportunity. 

Mr. [John] Dickinson, a delegate from Delaware, laid 
before Congress a letter, of 27, from the president of that 
State, which was read:° 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The Committee on the Treasury, to whom was referred the 
application of Susannah Hotchkiss, brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That John Lawrence, Esq. commissioner of the 
continental loan office for the State of Connecticut, be and 
he is hereby directed to pay unto the executor, or adminis- 
trator of John Hotchkiss, deceased, the sum of two hundred 
and seventy dollars, in exchange for that sum deposited by 
the said John Hotchkiss in his lifetime in the said loan office, 
in continental bills of credit, of the emissions of May 20, 1777 
and April 11, 1778, to be in full for the certificates given by 
the said loan officer to the sail John Hotchkiss; it being 
represented that the said certificates were in the pocket of the 
said John Hotchkiss, when he was killed in battle against the 
enemy, and that the same have not since been found.’ 


' This motion, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry (seconded by James Mercer), is in 
the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36, I, folio 35. It is endorsed: ‘‘ October 28, 
1779.’ 

2 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 70, folio 715. 

> This report, dated October 27, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
(ZI, folio 761. 
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The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the Thomas Smith, Esq. 
commissioner of the continental loan office for the State of 
Pensylvania, in favour of Colonel Isaac Melcher, barrack 
master general, upon his application approved by the Board 
of War, for two hundred thousand dollars in certificates, 
and two hundred thousand dollars in bills of credit, for the 
use of his department; for which sums, amounting to four 
hundred thousand dollars, he is to be accountable. 

Resolved, That a warrant issue on the Treasurer in favour of the 
Honorable Henry Laurens and [John] Matthews Esquires, Delegates 
for the State of South Carolina, upon their application 
for four hundred and fifty dollars for Downes, 
adjutant in the service of the said State; for which sum the said 
State is to be accountable. 


Negatived 





The committee appointed to prepare a plan for the estab- 
lishment of courts of appeals for determining captures on 
water, brought in a report, which was read: 


The Committee appointed to report a plan for establishing one or 
more Courts of Appeals, for finally determining captures on water, 
beg leave to report and submit the following plan: 

That these United States be divided into four districts. 

That New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantations, and Connecticut be one District, and called 
the Eastern District. 

That New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, be a District, and 
called the Northern District. 

That Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia, be a District, and called 
the Middle District. 

That North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia be a District, 
and called the Southern District. 

That a Court of Appeals be established in each District for the trial 
of all appeals frum the Admiralty Courts in such District. 


' This report, dated October 28, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 765. 
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That there be two sets of Judges, each set to consist of three 
persons, learned in the law, who shall be commissioned by Congress 
during good behaviour, and sworn to execute the office of Judge 
faithfully and impartially. 

That one set of the said Judges shall act in both the courts in the 
Eastern and Northern Districts; and any two of them in the absence 
of the third, shall be authorized to hold the said Courts; and that the 
said Judges shall be stiled, Judges of the Courts of Appeal for the 
Eastern and Northern Districts. 

That the other sect of Judges shall act in both the Courts in the 
middle and Southern Districts; and any two of them in the absence 
of the third be empowered to hold the said Courts; and the said 
Judges shall be stiled, Judges of the Courts of Appeal for the Middle 
and Southern Districts. 

That the said Courts of Appeal be held onee in every year or 
oftener, as circumstances shall direct: 

That the Judges shall respectively determine the times and places 
for the sitting of the said Courts of Appeal in the said Districts, and 
shall give public notice thereof. 

That the said Judges be authorized to appoint Registers and Mar- 
shals for their respective Courts, and such other officers as are proper 
and incident to such Courts, and the same to remove at Pleasure. 

That the said Courts of Appeal have all the powers of a Court of 
record in fining and imprisoning for contempts and disobedience. 
That the Judges of the Courts of Admiralty, and all officers of the 
said courts, pay obedience to the decrees and orders of the Courts of 
Appeal, under pain of being guilty of a contempt, and subject to be 
imprisoned. 

That an Appeal be allowed in all cases of Captures on water, except 
such in which the Party who prays an appeal be a subject or inhabitant 
of the State where the trial was had in the Court of Admiralty, and 
prays the same in his own right, and not on Behalf of said foreigner 
or subject of another State. 

That no appeal be granted unless demanded within five days after 
definitive sentence, and lodged with the Register of the Court of 
Appeals for the District in whieh the Trial was had within thirty 
days afterwards. 

That the Judges of the said Court of Appeals be allowed their 
{tincrant charges, and cach of them the annual sum of pounds 
current moncy. 
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That the said Judges be authorized to make such allowances for 
their Registers and Marshals and other necessary officers, if any, as 
they shall think reasonable. 

That all fines imposed by the Court of Appeals shall be collected 
by the Registers and paid into the Continental Treasury. 

That all appeals be heard and determined according to the Civil 
Law, the law of nations and the usage and practice of the Courts of 
Admiralty in Europe. 

That the jurisdiction of the Court of Admiralty established in the 
several States so far as it relates to captures on waters, be subject 
only to the controul of the Courts of Appeal, except in such cases in 
which no appeal is given to such Courts of Appeal. 

That the trial of all Captures in the Court of Admiralty be according 
to the antient and common mode of proceeding, and not by a Jury. 

That the Judges of the Courts of Admiralty in the several States 
shall order and direct all captures to be inventoried and appraised, 
in current money and according to current prices; which inventory 
and appraisement shall be filed in the said Court. 

That the definitive sentence or decree of any of the said Courts of 
Admiralty shall be carried fully into execution, notwithstanding an 
appeal may be pray’d for, and granted; Provided the party who 
Appeals is not a subject or Inhabitant of any of the United States; 
and provided also that the party in whose favor the definitive sen- 
tence or decree is passed, shall procure such good and suflicient 
sureties, residents in the State where the said definitive sentence or 
decree is given as the Court of Admiralty shall approve, to enter 
into a recognizance before the said Court, in penalty double the 
sum of the Inventory and appraisement of the Capture; on condition 
to pay in current money to the party who appeals the value of such 
right and interest in the said Capture; and also all such costs as the 
Court of Appeals shall adjudge or decree to appertain and belong to 
the appellant; the said value to be ascertained by the inventory and 
appraisement of the capture. 

That such recogmzance be considered in the nature of a statute 
staple, and have the like legal effect and Operation. 

That if the appellant obtains a decree in his favor, and the appellee, 
his surety or sureties, do not within thirty days, after such decree pay 
the said appellaat in current money, the value of such right and 
interest in the capture as may be adjudged and decreed to the appel- 
lant, of which decree and the time of its passing the appellee shall be 
presumed to have notice, the Judge of the Court of Admiralty which 
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took the recognizance shall, on the appellants producing an authen- 
ticated copy of the decree in the Court of Appeals and the bill of costs 
and demanding that it be enforced, indorse on the said recognizance 
the value in money of the right and interest adjudged and decreed to 
the appellant and also the costs, ascertaining the value as aforesaid 
by the inventory and appraisement of the capture, and shall transmit 
such recognizance and indorsement to any competent court of record 
in the State in which the said Court of Admiralty is established, as 
the appellant or his Council shall direct; which Court shall receive 
and record the same, and issue thereupon such process as may be 
required and is usual to enforce a statute staple, and proceed therein 
till the appellant shall obtain full satisfaction for the penalty of the 
said recognizance; Provided, nevertheless, that if the Conusors, on 
or before the issuing of said process or notice thereof, shall come into 
Court and pay the money and costs endorsed on the said recognizance, 
and all such additional expence and damages by way of interest as 
the said Court shall adjudge; that then the said Conusors shal! be 
discharged from the said recognizance and from all process thereon 
if any should be issued. 

That in all cases of captures, all exhibits evidence and proceedings 
be in writing, and at full length. 

That in all eases where the Courts of Appeal or Courts of Admiralty 
shall adjudge an imprisonment, the commitment shall be the jail of 
that Township or County of the State in which the court was held 
that adjudged the imprisonment.' 


Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Monday, the Sth day of November next, and that in the 
mean time, a number of copies be printed for the use of the 
members. 

According to order, Congress took into consideration the 
report of the committee on the memorial of George Morgan, 
and the petition of William Trent: 

After debate, a motion was made by Mr. [James] Mercer, 
seconded by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, that the report be 
re-committed. 

On which the yeas and nays were required by Mr. [Cyrus] 
Griffin, the report being as follows: 


1 This report, in the writing of William Paca, is in the Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, No. 36, I, folio 37-47. 
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The committee to whom were referred the memorial of G. 
Morgan and the petition of W. Trent, beg leave to report, that 
they have read over and considered the state of facts given 
in by the delegates of Virginia, and cannot find any such 
distinction between the question of the jurisdiction of Con- 
gress, and the merits of the cause, as to recommend any deci- 
sion upon the first separately from the last; that they recom- 
mend to Congress the following resolution, that, considering 
the present incomplete state of the confederation, it be rec- 
ommended to the State of Virginia, and every other State in 
similar circumstances, to suspend the sale, grant, or settle- 
ment of any land unappropriated at the time of the declara- 
tion of independence, until the conclusion of the war.’ 








New Hampshire, Delaware, 
Mr. Peabody, no | Mr. Dickinson, no } no 
Langdon, no J 7° Maryland, 
Massachusetts Bay, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Gerry, ay) _ Paca, no 
Holten, ay = Forbes, no laa 
Rhode Island, Jenifer, no 
Mr. Marchant, no}no j; Virgenea, 
Connecticut, Mr. Griffin, ay 
Mr. Sherman, no Mercer, ay } ay 
Huntington, no : no Fitzhugh, ay 
Root, no North Carolina, 
New York, Mr. Harnett, ay 
Mr. Morris, ay } * Hewes, ay ¢ ay 
New Jersey, Sharpe, ay 
Mr. Witherspoon, no South Carolina, 
Scudder, no | no Mr. Mathews, no } no 
Houston, no 
Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Wynkoop, no } no 


So it passed in the negative. 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock te morrow. 


' This report, in the writing of Samuel Atlee, is in the Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, No. 19, IV, folio 129. 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30, 1779 


A memorial of Captain Charles de Frey, and a letter of this 
day from Richard Peters, were read: ’ 

Ordered, That they be referred to 1 committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [William] 
Sharpe and Mr. [Henry] Marchant. 

A memorial of James Wharton was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

TREASURY OFFICE, October 30, 1779. 

The Committee on the Treasury, having according to order con- 
sidered the account of Richard Phillips, Steward to the President of 
Congress, for the expences of himself and family in coming from 
Hartford to Philadelphia, beg leave to report the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That a warrant issue on the Treasurer in favour of Rich- 
ard Phillips Steward to the President of Congress, for 
1035 dollars, in full for the expences of himself and 
Family in coming from Hartford to Philadelphia.’ 


Rejected 


Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, 1n favour of 
Richard Philips, steward to the President of Congress, for 
one thousand dollars; for which he is to be accountable. 

Resolved, That the managers be directed to make sale of 
the tickets of the third class of the lottery of the United 
States without delay, that the drawing thereof commence the 
first of March next, and be completed as soon as may be, 
and that the tickets then unsold be the property and at the 
risque of the said states. 

Resolved, That loan office certificates of the following 
denominations, bearing an interest of six per centum per 
annum, be struck, under the direction of the Board of Treas- 


1 The memorial, dated October 29, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
4), II], folio 204; the letter of Peters, in No. 78, XVIII, folio 259. 

? This report, dated October 30, is in the Papers of the Continenial Congress, No. 136, 
II], folio 773. 
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ury, to be issued to such fortunate adventurers in the second 
class as may be entitled to and apply for the same; and that 
the said certificates be dated at the time of finishing the 
drawing of the said class, and made payable at the end of 
five years from their date, viz. 18 certificates of 5000 dollars 
each, 90,000 dollars; 100 certificates of 1000 dollars each, 
100,000 dollars; 820 certificates of 500 dollars each, 410,000 
dollars; amounting to 600,000 dollars. 

Resolved, That the farther consideration of the report be 
postponed. 

A motion was made by Mr. [William] Paca, seconded by 
Mr. [George] Plater, in the following words: 

Whereas it appears to Congress that the opening the land 
office in the State of Virginia, for the purpose of locating lands 
unappropriated at the time independence was declared, has 
produced much uneasiness, dispute and controversy, and 
greatly weakened these United States by the emigrations of 
their inhabitants to parts remote from defence against the 
common enemy; fesolved, therefore, that it be earnestly 
recommended to the State of Virginia to re-consider their late 
act of assembly for opening their land office; and that it be 
recommended to the said State, and all other states similarly 
circumstanced, to forbear settling or issuing warrants for such 
unappropriated lands, or granting the same during the con- 
tinuance of the present war: 

To this an objection was made as being out of order; and 
on the question, is the motion in order, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, 


New Hampshire, Connecticut, 
Mr. Peabody, Zale Mr. Sherman, ay ae 
Langdon, ay Huntington, ay} ~ 
Massachusetts Bay, New York, 
Mr. Gerry, ay Mr. Morris, no } |. 
div. 
Lovell, Bye). Lewis, 
Holten, ay y 


Partridge, no 
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New Jersey, Varginia, 
Mr. Witherspoon, ay Mr. Mercer, no | x 
Seudder, ay | Fitzhugh, no ! 
Fell, ay "Y | North Carolina, 
Houston, ay Mr. Harnett, no 
no 
Pennsylvania, Sharpe, no 
Mr. Searle, ay South Carolina, 
Muhlenberg, ay it Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 
Maryland, 
Mr. Plater, ay 
Paca, 6 ee 
Forbes, no { °> 
Jenifer, ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The resolution was then taken into consideration, and a 
division being called for; and on the question to agree to the 
first clause, as far as “‘land office,” inclusive, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin, 





New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 

Mr. eS? ay S Mr. Searle, ay ay 

angdon, ay Muhlenberg, ay 

Massachusetts Bay, Maryland, 

Mr. Gerry, ay Mr. eer ay 
Lovell, a Paca, ay 
Holten, _ a Forbes, ee = 
Partridge, ay Jenifer, ay 

Rhode Island, Virginia, 

, Mr. Marchant, ay pay Mr. Griffin, no 
onnecticut, Mercer, no }no 
Mr. Sherman, ay Fitzhugh, no | 

Iluntington, ay }ay | North Carolina, 
Root, ay Mr. Harnett, no 

New York, Sharpe, no aes 
Mr. Morris, no | 4; South Carolina, 

Lewis, ay ov | Mr. MI athews, ay } ay 

New Jersey, 

Mr. Witherspoon, ay 
Seudder, ay 
Fell, ay se) 

Houston, ay 
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So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, 
seconded by Mr. [William] Sharpe, to strike out the words 
‘Cand all other states similarly cireumstanced.”’ 

And on the question, shall those words stand, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, 








New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Peabody, ay|__ Mr. Searle, ay 

Langdon, ay ie Muhlenberg, ay a 
Massachusetts Bay, Maryland, 

Mr. Gerry, ay Mr. Plater, ay 
Lovell, Ay Paca, ay 
Holten, ay sc Forbes, ay ie 
Partridge, ay Jenifer, ay 

Rhode Island, Virginia, 
Mr. Marchant, ay f ay Mr. Griffin, LY 
Connecticut, Mercer, ay } ay 

Mr. Sherman, ay Fitzhugh, ay 
Huntington, ay tay | North Carolina, 

Root, ay Mr. Harnett, no | as 
New York, Sharpe, no 

Mr. Morris, no)... | South Carolina, 

Lewis, ay div. | Mir. Mathews, ay } ay 
New Jersey, 

Mr. Witherspoon, ay 
Scudder, ay 
Fell, ay [9 
Houston, ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

On the question to agree to the latter clause as it stands: 
resolved in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, seconded by Mr. 
[Roger] Sherman, 

Resolved, That the consideration of the preamble be post- 
poned. 

On motion of Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, seconded by Mr. 
[Roger] Sherman, 
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Resolved, That the following preamble be adopted: 

“Whereas the appropriation of vacant lands by the several 
states, during the continuance of the war, will, in the opinion 
of Congress, be attended with great mischiefs; therefore.” 

On the question to agree to the preamble and resolution, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin, 





New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Peabody, ay |, Mr. Searle, ay |. 

Langdon, ay y Muhlenberg, ay y 
Massachusetts Bay, Maryland, 

Mr. Gerry, ay Mr. Plater, ay 
Lovell, ay Paca, ay 
Holten, ay a Forbes, ay | i 
Partridge, ay Jenifer, ay 

Rhode Island, Virginia, 
Mr. Marchant, ay } ay Mr. Griffin, no 
Connecticut, Mercer, no no 

Mr. Sherman, ay Vitzhugh, no 
Huntington, ay ;ay | North Carolina, 

Root, ay Mr. Harnett, no 
New York, Sharpe, no = 

Mr. Morris, no | div South Carolina, 

Lewis, ay Mr. Mathews, ay | ay 


New Jersey, 
Mr. Witherspoon, ay 


Seudder, ay |. 
Fell, ay | 
Houston, ay 


So it was resolved as follows: 

Whereas the appropriation of vacant lands by the several 
states during the continuance of the war, will, in the opinion 
of Congress, be attended with great mischiefs; therefore, 

Resolved, That it be carnestly recommended to the State 
of Virginia, to re-consider their late aet of assembly for open- 
ing their land office; and that it be recommended to the said 
State, and all other states similarly cireumstaneed, to forbear 
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settling or issuing warrants for unappropriated lands, or 
granting the same during the continuance of the present war. 

The sense of the House being taken, it was agreed and 
ordered, but no entry made on the journal, 

That, when the yeas and nays are called on the commit- 
ment or postponing the consideration of any paper under 
debate, or on recommitment of a report, the paper or report 
be entered on the journal. 

In consequence of this, the report of the committee on the 
memorial of G. Morgan and petition of W. Trent was entered.’ 

Mr. H[enry] Laurens was nominated by Mr. [Henry] 
Marchant to be appointed a commissioner to negotiate a 
treaty of amity and commerce with the United Provinces 
of the low countries. 

The committee appointed to prepare a commission for 
the person appointea to negotiate a loan in the United 
Provinces of the low countries brought in a draft, which, 
being read and amended, was agreed to, as follows: 


The United States of America in Congress assembled: 

To the Hon. H. L., Esqr, a delegate from the state of South 
Carolina, and formerly President of Congress, Greeting: 

We, reposing especial Trust and Confidence in your Patriotism, 
Ability, Conduct and Fidelity, do by these Presents, constitute 
and appoint you, the said Henry Laurens, Esqr. durmg our 
Pleasure, to be our Agent for and on behalf of the said States, to 

negotiate a Loan with any Person, or Persons, Bodies Politic 


and Rebor ete We 





5 
promising in good Faith, to ratify and confirm whatsoever shall 
by you be done in the Premises, or relating thereunto.’ 


Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


‘ These three paragraphs are not entered in their regular place in the Journals, but 
on the inside cover of the volume, and dated October 30, 1779. A copy, also in the 
writing of Thomson, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 15. 

? This draft, in the writing of Gouverneur Morris, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 47, folio 316. A longer form is in the same volume, folio 323. The pro- 
ceedings were entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign Affairs. 





November, 1779 1231 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 1779 


An extract from the proceedings of the general court of 
Massachusetts bay, with a copy of the letter, of 13 Sep- 
tember last, from the hon>® John Adams, Esq. was laid 
before Congress, and read. 

A letter from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Congress came to the following resolution: 


War Office, October 30, 1779. 

Lt: Col. Connolly has again and again petitioned Congress for 
permission to be enlarged on his parole, for the bencfit of his health. 
Those petitions have often been referred to this board; but tho’ 
directed to take order thereon, we could yield him no relief, as it 
was not, nor is yet determined, that he is a prisoner of war; and 
consequently we could not take his parole. Heretofore the enemy 
would have exchanged one of our Lieut: Colonels for him: could 
this still be effected, we humbly conceive it the most chgible meas- 
ure that can be taken: Whatever danger might formerly have been 
apprehended from his influence and artifices among the Indians (in 
case he had been released) we believe that now the grounds of such 
apprehensions are removed. We therefore beg leave to report 


Lieutenant Colonel J. Connolly having made frequent 
applications to be liberated and exchanged; therefore, in 
consideration of his long eaptivity and confinement, ' 

Resolved, That the commissary general of prisoners be 
authorized to exchange Lieutenant Colonel J. Connolly for 
any licutenant colonel in the army of the United States, 
who is now a prisoner to the enemy.” 

A letter, of 20th October, from J. Adams, was read, 
enclosing a copy of a letter, of January last, from the com- 
missioners to Count de Vergennes, and, of one, of 9 April, 
from Mr. Adams to the Marquis de la Fayette, and the 
Marquis’ answer, 


'This paragraph is in the writing of Gouverneur Morris. 
?This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 551. 
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Congress proceeded to the election of a commis- 
sioner to negotiate a treaty of amity and commerce 
with the United Provinces of the low countries; and 
the ballots being taken, 

The honourable Henry Laurens, esquire, was elected. 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, sec- 
onded by Mr. [John] Fell, 

That Mr. Laurens be allowed a salary at the rate 
of sterling in full for his services and expenses. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Roger] Sherman, sec- 
onded by Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, to strike out, “in 
“full for his services and,’ and to insert, “over and 
“above his reasonable.” 

And on the question, Shall the words moved to be 
struck out, stand, the yeas and nays being required by 
Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris— 








New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, no ! Mr. Searle, no 
Langdon, no {°° Muhlenberg, no} no 
Massachusetts Bay, Wynkoop, ay 
Mr. Lovell, no Maryland, 
Holten, no | no Mr. Plater, ay 
Partridge, no Forbes, LY se 
Rhode Island, Virgima, 
Mr. Marchant, ay } ay Mr. Griffin, ay } * 
Connecticut, North Carolina, 
Mr. Sherman, no Mr. Harnett, AY | P 
Huntington, ay } ay Sharpe, ay y 
Root, ay South Carolina, 
New York, Mr. Mathews, bay 
Mr. Morris, AY | 
Lewis, ay ay 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Witherspoon, no 
Scudder, no 
Fell, AY as 


Houston, no 
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So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded 
by Mr. [John] Fell, 

That the blank be filled with the words “fifteen 
“hundred.” 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris— 











New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Peabody, no | div Mr. Searle, ay 

Langdon, Ly Muhlenberg, ay } ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Wynkoop, ay 
Mr. Lovell, ay Maryland, 
Holten, ay ; ay Mr. Plater, no 
Partridge, ay Forbes, no ae 
Rhode Island, Virginia, 
Mr. Marchant, ay } ay Mr. Griffin, ay) > 
Connecticut, North Carolina, 

Mr. Sherman, ay Mr. Harnett, ay 
Huntington, ay } ay Sharpe, ay By 
Root, ay South Carolina, 

New York, Mr. Mathews, ay | ay 

Mr. Morris, no 
Lewis, no se 

New Jersey, 

Mr. Witherspoon, ay 
Scudder, ay 
Fell, ay [ °9 
Houston, ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

And on the question, 

Resolved, That Mr. Laurens be allowed a salary at 
the rate of fifteen hundred pounds sterling per annum 
in full for his services and expenses. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. 
[Gouverneur] Morris, 
51828—voL xi1—08——78 
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Resolved, That the marine committee be directed to 
make like provision for the passage of Mr. Laurens to 
Europe, as was directed to be made for Messrs. Jay 
and Adams. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, sec- 
onded by Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin, 

That, whenever by the death of any minister of the 
United States, his secretary shall exercise the office of 
chargé des affaires, or resident, such secretary be 
allowed at and after the rate of fifteen hundred pounds 
sterling per annum, in full for his services and expenses. 

On which the previous question was moved by Mr. 
[Nathaniel] Scudder, seconded by Mr. [Samuel] Holten; 
and on the question to agree to the previous question, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Gouverneur} 
Morris— 











New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Peabody, ay | Mr. Searle, QY 

Langdon, ay ay | Muhlenberg, ay } ay 
Massachusetts Bay, | Wynkoop, Ay 

Mr. Lovell, no Maryland, 

Holten, ay } ay Mr. Plater, ay |aee 
Partridge, ay Forbes, no div. 
Connecticut, North Carolina, 

Mr. Sherman, ay Mr. Harnett, aY | diy 
Huntington, ay | ay Sharpe, no | a 
Root, ay South Carolina, 

New York, | Mr. Mathews, } ay 

Mr. Morris, no}... | 

div. 
Lewis, ay 
New Jersey, | 

Mr. Witherspoon, ay 
Scudder, ay 
Fell, ay oe 
Houston, ay 
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So it was resolved in the affirmative, and the main 
question was set aside. 

On motion of Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder, seconded by 
Mr. [Woodbury] Langdon, 

Resolved, That Mr. Laurens be authorized to employ a 
proper secretary upon the most reasonable terms, not 
exceeding the sum of three hundred pounds sterling 
per annum, the same being allowed to his credit. 

The committee appointed to prepare a commission 
for the commissioner appointed to negotiate a treaty 
of amity and commerce with the United Provinces of 
the low countries, brought in a draft, which was agreed 
to as follows: 


The United States of America in Congress assembled, to all 
who shall see these presents, send greeting: 

Whereas an intercourse between the citizens of the United 
Provinces of the low countries and the citizens of these United 
States, founded on the principles of equahty and reciprocity, 
may be of mutual advantage to both nations: 

KNOW YE, THEREFORE, That we, confiding in the integrity, 
prudence and ability of the Honourable Henry Laurens, Ks- 
quire, delegate from the State of South Carolina, and formerly 
President of Congress, have nominated, constituted and ap- 
pointed, and by these presents do nominate, constitute and 
appoint him the said Ifenry Laurens our commiissioncr, giving 
him full power, general and special, to act in that quality, to 
confer, treat, agree and conclude with the person or persons 
vested with equal powers, by the States General, of the said 
United Provinees of and concerning a treaty of Amity and 
Comineree. And whatever shall be so agreed and concluded for 
us and in our naines, to sign, and thereupon inake such treaty, 
conventions, and agreements, as he shall judge conformable 
to the ends we have in view; hereby promising in good faith, 
that we will accept, ratify and exeente whatever shall be 
agreed, coneluded and signed by our said Cominissioner. 

In witness whereof we have eaused these presents to be 
given in Coneress ut Philadelphia, the 1° Day of November, 
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in the year of our Lord, one thousand seven hundred and 
seventy nine, and in the fourth year of our Independance.! 
Resolved, That the Commission which was agreed to on the 
ist. of November, 1779, for the Honble Henry Laurens, as a 
Commission to negociate a Treaty of Amity and Commerce 
with the States General of the United Provinces of the Low 
Countries, be executed and delivered to him; and that the 
consideration of the Instructions relative to the Negociation of 
the Treaty be for the present deferred; and that Mr. Laurens, 
on his arrival in Holland, inform himself of the State of Affairs 
in that Country, and advise Congress particularly thereof, 
that they may be enabled to decide with more certainty 
upon the Terms on which such Treaty ought to be settled.’ 


Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2, 1779 
Met and adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 1779 
Met and adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 1779 


A letter, of 29 October, 1779, from Governor Livingston, 
was read, enclosing an account of expences in carrying into 
execution the resolution of 9th July last: 

Ordered, That the account be referred to the Board of 
‘Treasury. 

'This commission, in the writing of John Mathews, is in the Papers of the Con- 
tinental Congress, No. 29, folio 305. The proceedings were entered only in the man- 
uscript Secret Journal, Foreign A fiairs. 

°' This undated motion is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36, IV, folio 


249. It is in the writing of James Lovell, and the endorsement shows that it was 
seconded by Roger Sherman. 
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Resolved, That a letter be addressed by the President to 
his excellency Governor Livingston, expressing the satisfac- 
tion of Congress at his conduct in carrying into effect their 
resolution of the 9th July last. 

A letter, of 1, from John Clark, one of the auditors of 
accounts in the main army, was read, requesting leave, on 
account of his weak state of health, to resign :’ 

Resolved, That his resignation be accepted, and that the 
letter be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 30 October, from General P. Schuyler, was read, 
enclosing an act of the legislature of the State of New York, 
appointing commissioners to represent the said State in a 
treaty of pacification that may be had with any of the 
nations of Indians therein mentioned: ” 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee on 
the letter, of 17 October, from General Schuyler. 

A letter, of 26 October, from Thadeus Benedict, was read,° 
respecting the conduct of Dr. Forster: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Commander in Chief, 
and that he be directed to cause such proceedings to be had 
thereon, as that the charges alluded to in it be speedily 
enquired into and justice done. 

Ordered, That the Medical Committee transmit to the 
Commander in Chief the memorial of Thadeus Benedict and 
others, against Dr. Forster, and such other papers as they 
may have respecting that matter. 

A letter, of 30 October, from General Washington, was 
read, with sundry papers enclosed. 

A petition of John Emes, was read;* Whereupon, 


' Livingston’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 68, folio 475; 
that of Clark, in No. 41, II, folio 258. 

2 Schuyler’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 153, III, folio 
479; the enclosure, on folio 483. 

3 This letter is in the Washington Papers, No. 92, folio 312. 

‘Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, V1II, 
folio 139; Emes’s petition, dated November 1, is in No. 42, II, folio 388. 
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Congress took into consideration the proceedings of a 
court martial for the trial of John Emes, which was laid 
before them by the Marine Committee; and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That that part of the sentence of the court mar- 
tial which orders the said John Emes to be banished, be set 
aside, and that in consideration of his long confinement, the 
whole of the stripes ordered to be inflicted upon him be 
remitted; and that he, the said John, be discharged from 
his present imprisonment. 

A letter, of 28 October, from Don Juan de Miralles, was 
read; also a letter, of 21 October, from Ebenezer Hazard. 

Mr. [Francis] Lewis, a member of the Committee of Com- 
merce, laid before Congress a letter, of 21 October last, from 
J. Bradford, which was read:! 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be transmitted to the council 
of the State of Massachusetts bay. 

The Chevalier de la Luzerne, having transmitted to Con- 
gress a copy of a letter of credence from his most Christian 
Majesty, the King of France, appointing him minister pleni- 
potentiary to the United States; and also a copy of the 
speech he intends to make at his public audience: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, Mr. [John] 
Dickinson and Mr. [William Churchill] Houston. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. C[ornelius] Harnet, one of the delegates for the State 
of North Carolina, on his application, for four thousand 
dollars; for which the said State is to be accountable.’ 


' The letter of Miralles is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XV, 
folio 493; that of Hazard, in No. 61, folio 67; that of Bradford, in No. 78, III, folio 367. 

? This paragraph formed a report, dated November 3, in the Papers of the Conti- 
nental Congress, No. 136, III, folio 781. 
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That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
J{ames] Forbes, one of the delegates of Maryland, on his 
application, for five thousand dollars; for which the said 
State is to be accountable.’ 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of John 
Biddle, Isaac Snowden, Peter Thomson, Isaac Howell and 
Nathaniel Falconer, inspectors of the continental press, on 
their application, for three thousand dollars, each; for which 
they are to be respectively accountable.’ 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
George Bond, clerk in the office of the secretary of Congress, 
on his application, for fifteen hundred dollars; for which he 
is to be accountable. And another in favour of John Levinus 
Clarkson, clerk to the Board of Treasury, for fifteen hundred 
dollars on account of his salary.’ 

The commissioners report, 

That there is due to the Rev. Mr. Lotbinier, chaplain to 
Colonel Livingston’s regiment, for his pay and subsistance, 
for the month of October last, two hundred and forty dollars. 

That there is due to Francis Hopkinson, treasurer of loans, 
for his and his clerk’s pay, office rent, stationery, &c. from 
the 27 July to the 27 October last, two thousand four hun- 
cred and eighty seven dollars. 

That there is due to Colonel Lewis Nicola, for the pay and 
subsistance of the officers and privates of the invalid regi- 
ment under his command, for the month of September last, 
five thousand nine hundred and ninety six dollars and 56/90.° 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Resolved, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Thomas Lloyd, for four hundred dollars, in full of his 
account against the committee for superintending the print- 
ing of the journals of Congress. 


' These two paragraphs formed a report, dated November 4, in the Papers of the 
Continental Congress, No. 136, II], folio 785. 

This paragraph formed a report, dated November 3, in the Papers of the Conti- 
mental Congress, No. 136, III, folio 781. 

$ This report, dated November 1, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 777. 
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The Committee to Superintend the Printing of the Journals, having 
imployed Thomas Lloyd to make an index to the 3d volume, and 
having examined his account, recommend that a warrant Issue on 
the Treasurer in favor of Thomas Lloyd for 400 Dollars in full of his 
account against the Committee for superintending the Printing of 


the Journals of Congress.’ 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of 
W. Palfrey, pay master general, brought in a report, which 
was read: 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Saturday next. 

A petition of Robert Patton and W. Hurrie, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the delegates of Pensyl- 
vania to take order thereon. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 1779 


A letter, of 17 October last, from General Washington, 
was read, enclosing an application in favour of Captain 
Lieutenant John Van Dyke for a furlough, in order to make 
a voyage for the recovery of his health: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 4, from Doctor Forster, was read, requesting 
that a court of enquiry may be appointed to examine into 
his conduct: ” 

Ordered, That it be transmitted to the Commander in 
Chief. 


‘This undated report, in the writing of James Lovell, isin the Papers of the Contt- 
nental Congress, No. 23, folio 45. 

2 The letter of Washington is in the Papers af the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, 
folio 117; the application is on folio 121; the Forster letter is in the Washington Papers, 
92, folio 311. 





| 
; 
‘ 
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A letter, of 27 October, from General Gates, was read, 
informing that the island of Rhode island was evacuated by 
the enemy’s troops on the night of the 25th: 

Ordered, ‘That so much thereof as relates to the evacua- 
tion be referred to the Committee of Intelligence: 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to cloathing and 
stores be referred to the Board of War. 

A report from the commissioners of claims was read: 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That twelve thousand dollars be advanced to 
David C. Claypole, printer to Congress; for which sum he is 
to be accountable. 

That two hundred dollars be advanced to Steiner and Cist, 
printers, on account. 

Ordered, That the residue [of the] report be referred to 
the committee appointed to superintend the printing the 
journal.’ 

Resolved, That on ‘Tuesday next immediately after read- 
ing the journals, Congress proceed to the election of officers 
for the different offices of the Treasury, and a commissioner 
for the Board of War, and that no other business be taken 
up without unanimous consent, until the elections are made. 

The following gentlemen were put in nomination: 

For treasurer, Mr. Hillegas, by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 

For assistant auditor general, Mr. Nourse, by Mr. | Elbridge] 
Gerry. 

For the two chambers of accounts: Mr. James Milligan, 
Mr. William Govett, Mr. Resolve Smith, Mr. William Geddes, 
Mr. John D. Mercier, Mr. Eleazer McComb, Mr. John Welles, 
by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry; Mr. Nathaniel Mumford, by Mr. 
[Henry] Marchant. 

lor commissioner of the Board of Treasury, Mr. Christo- 
pher Ellery, by Mr. [Henry] Marchant. 


!'This report 1s printed in the Bibliographical Notes, 1779, p. 1460, post. 
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Yor secretary of the Board of Treasury, Mr. Robert Troup, 
by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 

For clerks of the chambers of accounts, Mr. John Nichol- 
son, and Mr. Wiliam Ramsay, the clerks of the present com- 
missioners, by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 

For auditors of the army, Mr. Johnson, Mr. Felix Harley, 
Mr. Joseph Howell, Mr. Bedlow and Mr. Alexander Fowler, 
by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the present Com- 
nittee on the Treasury, in the room of Mr. [Joseph] Hewes, 
whose health will not admit his attendance: 

The member chosen, Mr. [William] Sharpe. 

On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr. 
[Gouverneur] Morris, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report 
a plan for an executive board to superintend officers of these 
United States, to enqune into their conduct respectively, to 
order tryal, when necessary, of such as may be delinquent, 
or try them when not amenable to other authority under 
Congress, and to execute such other matter as they may 
direct. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [El- 
bridge] Gerry, and Mr. [John] Mathews. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the committee 
appointed to superintend the departments of the quarter 
master and commissary general: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Jacob] Wynkoop and Mr. 
[James] Forbes. 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded 
by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, to reconsider the resolution of 
the lst instant, authorizing Mr. Laurens to employ a 
secretary, so far as to alter the salary from three hun- 
dred to a sum not exceeding five hundred pounds 
sterling. 
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On the question, Shall the resolution be reeonsidered, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Gouverneur] 





Morris, 
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, ay 5 Mr. Muhlenberg, ay ‘ 
Langdon, ay Wynkoop, ay y 
Massachusetts Bay, Maryland, 
Mr. Gerry, ay | Mr. Plater, no 
Holten, ay | He Forbes, no a 
Rhode Island, North Carolina, 
Mr. Marchant, ay } ay Mr. Harnett, no | 4; 
New York, Sharpe a me 
Mr. Morris, no - South Carolina, 
Lewis, no Mr. Mathews, ay fay 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Scudder, ay 
Fell, no ; no 
Tlouston, no 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. 
{Samuel] Holten, the word “three” was struck out. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [John] Mathews, 
seconded by Mr. [Samuel] Holten, that the word ‘“‘five”’ 
be inserted. 

When the question was about to be put, the determi- 
nation thereof was postponed by the state of New York.’ 

Adjourned to 10 oCloek to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 1779 


The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 


ce, 


‘These proceedings were entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign 
Affairs. 
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oat det Cotte 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of his 
Excellency W. Livingston, Esq. governor of New Jersey, for 
eighty one dollars and 45/90, in full for a like sum advanced 
by him for the United States. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Messrs. 
James and Drinker, for seven hundred and sixty seven dol- 
lars and 223/90, in discharge of a bill for that sum drawn 
the 19th of June, 1777, by Richard Caswell, governor of the 
State of North Carolina, on the continental treasurer, in 
favour of Richard Elhs, Esq. for horses, carriages and other 
necessaries which he furnished General Derford (du Portail); 
who is to be charged with the said sum. 

That another warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Messrs. James and Drinker for the amount of three sets of 
exchange drawn by John Ashe Esq. treasurer of the State of 
North Carolina, on the continental treasurer; one set, dated 
May 9th, 1777, in favour of Isaac Rolston; another of the 
same date, and a third set of the 10th May, 1777, in favour of 
Hardy Murfree, for two hundred and fifty dollars each, mak- 
ing in the whole seven hundred and fifty dollars; for which 
the said State of North Carolina is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Thomas 
Williams, for two hundred and fifty dollars, in discharge of a 
bill drawn the 10 May, 1777, on the continental treasurer, in 
favour of Manlove Tarrant by John Ashe, Esq. treasurer of 
the State of North Carolina; for which sum the said State is 
to be accountable. 

The Board further beg leave to report: 

That each of the Commissioners of the Board of War not Members 
of Congress be allowed 14.000 dollars p’ annum. And 


each of the Commissioners of the Navy Board, 12.000 
dollars p" annum. 


Postponed 
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The Secretary to the Board of War, 10.000 dollars, each of the clerks 
Agreed to Nov.11 in the Offices of the Board of War and Secretary of 
Congress, 7000 per annum. 

That the Salaries aforesaid be annually or oftener as Congress shal! 
Agreed to Nov 11% judge it expedient revised and altered according to the 
appreciation of the Continental Currency. 

That a Committee be appointed to report a proper allowance for 
the Officers of the Treasury, Board of War, Marine, and Commercial 
Committees, and Secretary of Congress from the last adjustment of 
their accounts respectively.' 


Resolved, That so much of the report as relates to a warrant 
in favour of the pay master of the Board of War and Ord- 
nance, and a warrant in favour of the State of Rhode island 
be re-committed.’ 

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be postponed. 

Another report from the Board of Treasury, was read: 


TREASURY OFFicre, November 5, 1779, P. M. 

The Committee on the Treasury beg leave to report sundry recom 
mendations to the several States for facilitating the payment of their 
respective quotas of Taxes 

Whereas information is sent to the several states that the money 
which Congress are at liberty to emit will be probably expended in the 
beginning of December next, that subsequent supplies must be fur- 
nished by the States, and that warrants will be issued on their respec- 
tive Treasurers for their quotas to be paid on the first of January next, 
and whereas the subsistence of the army will principally depend on 
the punctual payment of such warrants, or on a proper negotiation 
thereof: 

Resolved That it be earnestly recommended to the several States to 
direct that a sufficient number of orders, with proper checks and a 
margin for indenting, be forthwith struck and lodged with their 
respective Treasurers, agreeable to the following form: 


“No day of 177— 





OIR 


‘‘For value received pay to or his order the sum of 
‘Dollars at the end of four months, with interest at the rate of 6 per 








1 This report, dated November 4, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, II1, folio 789. 
*Such paragraphs are not in the manuscript report. 
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‘‘cent per annum, from the date hereof, to discharge in part a warrant 














‘drawn on you the Day of 177— by order of Congress in 
‘‘favor of 
oO Treasurer of the State of 








“Aceepted by Treasurer aforesaid”’ 
to be signed and negotiated by the persons respectively who are to 
receive the payment of the warrants as hereafter directed. 

That it be also recommended to each State to mstruct their Treas- 
urer, when unable to discharge any warrant drawn on him by Congress 
for Continental Taxes, to deliver at the request of the person present- 
ing it, as many of the said orders as may enable him to draw on the 
said Treasurer for the amount of the warrant, or for such part thereof 
as he is unable to discharge. 

That previous to the delivery of such orders, the respective Treas- 
urers sign the acceptance of and indent them, preserve the checks, 
insert the sums, and fill up the other blanks, agreeable to the instruc- 
tions of the Board of Treasury 

That no order be drawn for a less sum than dollars 

That it be also recommended to the said States, to instruet their 
respective Collectors of Taxes, when they have public money, to pay 
it for such orders, and to receive them for Continental] Taxes allowing 
the interest arising thereon. 

That it be further recommended to the said States, to direct their 
respective Treasurers, when any of the said orders are duc, to discharge 
them with the strictest punctuality 

That the amount of the orders which may be paid on warrants as 
aforesaid be indorsed thereon, and passed to the credit of the States 
from the dates of the said orders respectively, and that they be finally 
adjusted as other sums paid into the Continental Treasury, or to the 
order of Congress, agreeable to their several Resolutions of the 6% and 
7 of October last relative to Fmancee.' 





Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Monday next. 

The Board of War, to whom was referred a letter of General 
Washington, with the application in favour of Captain 
Lieutenant Van Dyke, brought in a report; Whereupon, 


! This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, III, folio 793. It 
is endorsed: “Consideration assigned to Monday next. Debated November 11. 
Referred to Morris, Root and Forbes. Referred to Committee of the Whole." 
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Resolved, That Captain Lieutenant Van Dyke, of the 
artillery, have leave of absence for eight months; that agree- 
ably to his intentions he may take a voyage to sea, this being 
judged necessary for the recovery of his health, as appears by 
certificates produced to Congress.’ 

The committee, to whom were referred the letter of 
credence and speech of the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
France, brought in a draught of an answer, which was read. 

On the question to agree to the motion, the determina- 
tion of which was yesterday postponed, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris: 





New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, ay } ay Mr. Searle, ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Muhlenberg, ay By 
Mr. Gerry, ay Maryland, 
Holten, ay ¢ ay Mr. Plater, = 
Partridge, ay Forbes, no J ° 
Rhode Island, North Carolina, 
Mr. Marchant, ay } ay Mr. Harnett, =| 1 
New York, Sharpe, ay | UY 
Mr. Morris, no South Carolina, 
Lewis, no Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Seudder, ay 
Fell, no } no 
Houston, no 





So it was resolved that the blank be filled up with 
the word “five.” 

The resolution being amended to read, 

That Mr. Laurens be authorized to employ a proper 
secretary upon the most reasonable terms not exceeding 
the sum of five hundred pounds sterling per annum, the 
same to be allowed to his credit. 


' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, LI, folio 569. 
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7 ‘5 ob . eb : 

ee Sener” ia 

aaa praetor te ein Hererbie bestpacle 
othe 

On motion of Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, seconded by 
Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 

Resolved, That the words “the same be allowed to his 
credit,’’ be struck out. 

On the question to agree to the resolution as amended, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Gouverneur] 








Morris— 
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Peabody, ay Mr. Searle, ay 
Langdon, ay oe Muhlenberg, a AY 

Massachusetts Bay, Maryland, 

Mr. Gerry, RY Mr. Plater, no 
Holten, ay } ay Forbes, no "a 
Partridge, ay North Carolina, 

Rhode Island, Mr. Harnett, no | 4. 

Mr. Marchant, ay } ay Sharpe, a a 

New York, South Carolina, 

Mr. Morris, no Mr. Mathews, ay fay 

Lewis, no and 
New Jersey, 

Mr. Scudder, ay 
Fell, no } ay 
Houston, BY 

So it was 


Resolved, That Mr. Laurens be authorized to employ a 
proper secretary upon the most reasonable terms, not 
exceeding the sum of five hundred pounds sterling per 
annum.” 


Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


?An unfinished entry. 
*These proceedings were entered only in the manuscript Secret Journal, Foreign 
Affairs. 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 1779 


A letter, of 2, from General Washington, was read. 

A letter, of 22 October, from the president of the council 
of Massachusetts bay, was read: 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be transmitted to the Com- 
mander in Chief, and that he take order thereon. 

A letter, of October 25, from the president of New hamp- 
shire, was read: 

A letter, of 26, from Colonel Brodhead, at Pittsburgh, 
was read, informing that some of the inhabitants from Yoghi- 
agania and Ohio counties had crossed the Ohio and made 
small improvements on the Indians’ land from the river Mus- 
kingum to Fort M‘Intosh, and 30 miles up the branches of 
the Ohio river; and that he had ordered the trespassers to 
be apprehended and the huts to be destroyed: 

Ordered, That a letter be written to the governor of Vir- 
einia, enclosing a copy of Colonel Brodhead’s letter, and re- 
questing his excellency to endeavour to prevent a repetition 
of the trespasses mentioned in it. 

A letter, of 25 October, from J. Bradford, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee to 
take order. 

A letter, of this day, from Henry Emanuel Lutterlogh, 
was read, enclosing a plan of public magazines.’ 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. [Gou- 
verneur] Morris, 

Resolved, That the late and former presidents of Congress, 
be desired to lodge, as soon as they conveniently can, 1n the 


' Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VUII, 
folio 155; that of Massachusetts Council, in No. 65, 11, folio 13; that from New [lamp- 
shire, in No. 64, folio 90. 

* The letter of Brodhead is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, III, 
folio 383; that of Lutterlogh, in No. 78, XIV, folio 291. 
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secretary’s office, copies of all public letters by them respec- 
tively written during their presidentships. 

On motion of Mr. [Henry] Laurens, seconded by Mr. 
[Nathaniel] Peabody, 

Resolved, That a committee appointed to prepare in- 
structions to the person appointed to negotiate a loan 
in the United Provinces of the Low Countries, be in- 
structed to prepare the form of a letter to the ministers 
plenipotentiary to the courts of Versailles and Madrid, 
directing them to inform his most Christian Majesty 
and his Catholick Majesty of the appointment of Mr. 
Laurens for negotiating a loan in the United Provinces 
of the Low Countries, and to solicit the aid of their Majes- 
ties on that occasion. 

The Chevalier de la Luzerne, Minister Plenipotentiary 
of France, having on the 4th transmitted to Congress a 
copy of the letter of credence from his most Christian 
Majesty, and of the speech he intends to make at his 
publick audience, the same were referred to Mr. [Gouver- 
neur] Morris, Mr. [John] Dickinson and Mr. [William 
Churchill] Houston, who, on the 6th, reported the draft 
of an answer, which was this day taken into consid- 
eration. 

And on debating this clause, “His most Christian 
“Majesty, by patronising the liberty and independence 
“of America, justly acquired the name of protector of 
“the rights of mankind’”’— 

A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded 
by Mr. [George] Partridge, to strike out the words “by 
“patronising the liberty and independence of America,”’ 
and in lieu thereof to insert “has;’” and on the question, 
Shall the words moved to be struck out, stand, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry— 
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New Hampshire, Delaware, 
Mr. Peabody, no Mr. M‘Kean, ay } ay 








Langdon, ay ah Maryland, 
Massachusetts Bay, Mr. Plater, ay| . 
Mr. Gerry, no Forbes, ay y 
Partridge, no | a Virginia, 
Rhode Island, Mr. Griffin, ay }* 
Mr. Marchant, ay }ay | North Carolina, 
New York, Mr. Harnett, ay }* 
Mr. Morris, ay South Carolina, 
Lewis, ay | ay Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Scudder, no le. 
Houston, ay ee 
Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Atlee, ay 
Muhlenberg, ay }ay 
Wynkoop, ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
The answer, being debated by paragraphs, was agreed to.’ 
Adjourned to 10 o’Cloek to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER a, 1779 


Aecording to order, Congress proceeded to the election of 
officers for the Board of Treasury, agreeably to the ordinance 
for establishing that Board; and the ballots being taken, 
the following gentlemen were ehosen: 

Mr. Ezekiel Foreman, Mr. Jonathan Trumbull, jun., eom- 
missioners of the Board of Treasury. 

Mr. Michael Hillegas, treasurer. 

Mr. James Milligan, auditor general. 

Mr. Joseph Nourse, assistant auditor. 

Mr. Robert Troup, secretary of the Board of Treasury. 


1 These proceedings were entered only in the manuscript Seeret Journal, Foreign 
Affairs. 
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Mr. William Govett, Mr. Resolve Smith, Mr. William 
Geddes, Mr. John D. Mercier, Mr. Eleazer M‘Comb, Mr. 
Nathaniel Mumford, commissioners of the chambers of 
accounts. 

Mr. John Nicholson, Mr. William Ramsay, clerks of the 
chambers of accounts. 

Mr. James Johnson, Mr. Joseph Howell, Mr. Bedlow, Mr. 
Felix Varley, Mr. Alexander Fowler, auditors of the army. 

Congress proceeded to the election of two members for 
the Board of Treasury; and, the ballots being taken, Mr. 
[William Churchill] Houston and Mr. [William] Sharpe were 
chosen. 

Colonel W. Davis was put in nomination by Mr. [Wilham 
Churchill] Houston, to be elected commissioner of the Board 
of War. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 1779 


Congress being informed that Mr. J[oseph] Hewes, one of 
the delegates for the state of North Carolina, died this morn- 
ing, and that it is proposed to inter him to-morrow evening: 

Resolved, That Congress will, in a body, attend the funeral 
to-morrow evening, at three o’clock, with a crape round the 
left arm, and will continue in mourning for the space of one 
month: 

Resolved, That Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett, Mr. [William] 
Sharpe, and Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin, be a committee to superin- 
tend the funeral, and that the Rev. Mr. White, the attend- 
ing chaplain, be notified to officiate on the occasion. 

Ordered, That the said committee be directed to invite the 
general assembly and the president and supreme executive 
council of Pensylvania, the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
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France, and other persons of distinction, now in town, to 
attend the funeral. 

A letter, of 22 of October, from Major General Lincoln, 
and another, of the same day, from him to the committee 
appointed to correspond with the commanding officer of the 
southern department, and enclosing extracts of his journal 
from the 3d of September to 21 October, were read: 

Ordered, That copies of the same be transmitted to the 
Commander in Chief, and that Major Clarkson, who brought 
the dispatches be employed to carry them ferward to the 
General: 

Ordered, That the said letters be referred to the Committee 
of Intelligence: 

Ordered, That the said letters and intelligence be referred 
to the committee appointed to correspond with the com- 
manding officer in the southern department. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the said committee 
in the room of Mr. [Henry] Laurens, who is absent: 

The member chosen, Mr. [John] Mathews. 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by 
Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett, that three of the frigates now at 
Boston be ordered by the Marine Committee to proceed im- 
mediately for Charleston, South Carolina, there to be under 
the direction of the commanding officer for the time being, 
in the southern department, until further orders: ? 

On the question to agree to this motion, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 

‘The first, Lincoln letter is in tho Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 158, folio 
279. 


*This motion, in the writing of John Mathews and Samuel Huntington, ts in the 
Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 27. 
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New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, ay } ay Mr. Atlee, ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Muhlenberg, Hy ; ay 
Mr. Gerry, no | ie Wynkoop, ay 
Lovell, ay Delaware, 
Rhode Island, ak ay } ay 
Mr. Marchant, ay } ay ana, 
: Mr. Plater, ay | ia 
Connecticut, Roches: Ee ; 
Mr. Huntington, ay | ay | Virginia, 
Root, ay Mr. Griffin, BY ja 
New York, North Carolina, 
Mr. Lewis, ay t* Mr. Harnett, BY 
New Jersey, Sharpe, ay | 
Mr. Scudder, ay ae South Carolina, 
Houston, ay J Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 


So it was resolved in the afhrmative. 

A letter, of 2d, from the governor of Connecticut, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, 
Mr. [Thomas] Mclean, and Mr. [John] Mathews. 

A letter, of 24 October, from the governor of Virginia, 
was read. 

A copy of the proceedings of a convention of committees 
from the five eastern states, met at Hartford for the regula- 
tion of prices, and 

A letter, of 15 October, from the general assembly of New 
York, were read: ” 

Ordered, That they be referred to the committee on the 
representation from the legislature of the State of New 
Jersey. 

Resolved, That Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin, member for the State of 
Virginia, be added to that committee, in the room of Mr. 
| James] Mercer. 


‘This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 66, II, folio 33. 

* The Virginia letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 71, 1, folio 279; 
that of New York, in No. 67, II, folio 218. The proceedings of the convention at 
Ilartford are in No. 33, folio 369. 
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A letter, of 10, from Arch. Blair, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A memorial from John Clarke, late auditor of accounts, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred a Memorial of Major 
Clark, of the 10th November last, beg leave to report: 

That Major John Clark, Jun. late Auditor of the Army, be allowed 
the sum of Dollars, in full for the Losses he sustained in that 
Department by the Purchase of a Waggon the Use thereof, and for 
other Considerations stated in his Memorial.’ 

A letter, of 1, from the governor of New York, was read. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. Rfoger] Sherman, one of the delegates of the State of 
Connecticut, on his application, for three thousand dollars; 
for which the said State is to be accountable.’ 

Colonel Grayson was put in nomination, as a commissioner 
of the Board of War, by Mr. [William] Sharpe. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Treasury continue in 
the exercise of the duties formerly enjoined them, until a 
Board, on the new establishment, be formed and ready to 
proceed to business. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 1779 


The committee, appointed to correspond with the com- 
manding officer in the southern department, and to whom 
were referred the letters of 22 October last, from Major 
General Lincoln, brought in a report; Whereupon, 


1 This letter isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, III, folio 359. 

* This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 41, II, fetio 280. 

3 This report, dated November 8, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
IIT, folio 808. 
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That in their opinion, the present distressed situation of the states 
of South Carolina and Georgia, and the still more imminent danger 
they must consequently be expesed to, should a reinforcement be 
sent by the enemy to those countries, and which their present move- 
ments at New York strongly indicate, calls loudly on Congress to use 
every means in their power, to prevent if possible, the loss of those 
states; Therefore, 

Resolved, That General Washington be immediately applyed to, to 
send forward to the State of South Carolina the whole of the North 

Carolina Brigade and all the Virginia troops now at 
Postponed. Headquarters, if the latter can possibly be spared with- 
out endangering the safety of his army; but if the 

whole cannot be spared, then as many of them as can. 

Resolved, That General Washington order the North Caro- 
lina troops, and such others as may be conveniently spared 
from his army, to reinforce General Lincoln without delay. 

Resolved, That the states of South Carolina and Georgia be 
assured of the attention of Congress to their preservation, 
and be requested to make those exertions in their own defence 
recommended by the resolutions of Congress, of the 9 and 
29th March last, for filling up the continental army, and to 
provide that the militia of the said states, when called into 
service, shall be subject to the continental articles of war, in 
like manner with the militia of other states.’ 

Resolved, That the governors of Virginia and North Caro- 
lina be again requested to use their utmost exertions to have 
the whole of the troops ordered from their respective states, 
sent forward without loss of time to join General Lincoln’s 
army, and that the troops be ordered away as they can, from 
time to time, be collected. 

Resolved, That General Lincoln be directed to cause a 
court of enquiry to be held on Brigadier General Scott, for 
disobedience of the orders of Congress of 27 July last. 


' These two paragraphs were amendments to the original report, and, in the writing 
of Gouverneur Morris, are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, III, folio 
573. 
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Resolved, That a deputy quarter master general in Phila- 
delphia be ordered to procure a proper vessel, and immedi- 
ately to transport the military stores ordered and now in 
readiness for the State of South Carolina.’ 

Congress took into consideration the report of the Com- 
mittee on the Treasury, which was assigned for Monday last 
and after debate, 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, Mr. [Jesse] 
Root and Mr. [James] Forbes. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 1779 


A certificate under the hand and seal of Governor Caswell, 
that George Cavey, late master of the flag sent with the 
British Commissioners’ manifesto and made prisoner, is per- 
mitted to repair on parole, to the city of New York, to obtain 
the exchange of an American prisoner of equal rank, or re- 
turn to his captivity in a limited time, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War, to take 
order. 

A letter, of this day, from W. Palfrey, paymaster general, 
being read: ? 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the memorial of Colonel W. Palfrey. 

The first resolution reported by the committee being read: 

“That W. Palfrey, for the extra services he has at various 
times performed by order of Congress, be allowed the sum of 
fifteen thousand dollars.” 


' This report, in the writing of John Mathews, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 19, III, folio 57). 
? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 165, folio 517. 
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On motion of Mr. [Jesse] Root, seconded by Mr. [Na- 
thaniel] Peabody, the report was amended to read: 

“That W. Palfrey, pay master general, as a further com- 
pensation for his past services, be allowed the sum of 
thousand dollars:”’ 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Fell, seconded by Mr. 
[Jesse] Root, to fill the blank with “ twenty-five:” 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [James] 
Forbes, 











New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, aY | diy Mr. Atlee, no 
Langdon, no Muhlenberg, no } no 
Massachusetis Bay, Wynkoop, QY 
Mr. Gerry, ay Delaware, 
Lovell, ay } ay Mr. Dickinson, ay |. 
Holten, ay M‘Kean, ay y 
Rhode Island, Maryland, 
Mr. Marchant, no } no Mr. Plater, no 
Connecticut, Yorbes, no | a 
Mr. Huntington, no North Carolina, 
Sherman, no } no Mr. Harnett, ay 
Root, ay Sharpe, BY ay 
New York, South Carolina, 
Mr. Morris, no | i: Mr. Mathews, no } no 
Lewis, ay | ae 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Scudder, ay 
Fell, ay } ay 
Houston, no 





So it passed in the negative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, sec- 
onded by Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett, that the blank be filled 
with “twenty.” 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [James] 
Forbes, 





New Hampshire, 

Mr. Peabody, 

Langdon, 
Massachusetts Bay, 

Mr. Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 

Rhode Island, 

Mr. Marchant, 

Connecticut, 

Mr. Jiuntington, 
peter eet tee 
Root, 

New York, 

Mr. Morris, 

Lewis, 
New Jersey, 

Mr. Scudder, 
Fell, 
Tlouston, 
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no 


ay 
ay 
av 


ay 





no } no 
ay 
HO } AY 
ay 


ay 
ay 





ay 


ay 
ay 


no 


ny 





ay | div. 


Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Atlee, 
Muhlenberg, 
Wynkoop, 
Delaware, 
Mr. Dickinson, 
M‘ Kean, 
Maryland, 
Mr. Plater, 
Forbes, 
North Carolina, 
Mr. Harnett, 
Sharpe, 
South Carolina, 
Mr. Mathews, 





So it was resolved that William Palfrey, Esq. pay master 
general, as a further compensation for his past services, be 
allowed the sum of 20,000 dollars. 

Resolved, That until the further order of Congress, the pay 
master general to the armies of the United States, be allowed 
at the rate of fourteen thousand dollars per annum:’ 

That so much of the memorial of Colonel Palfrey, of the 29 
September last, as relates to the deputy pay masters general, 
be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, 


Whereupon, 


Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. Henry Laurens, for thirty five thousand dollars in 


1 This report, in the writing of John Mathews, isin the Papers of the Continental Con- 


gress, No. 19, V, folio 9. 
entered on the Journals. 


A last paragraph refusing to accept his resignation is not 
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full of his household expences for thirteen months, being the 
time of his acting as President of Congress.’ 

That a warrant issue in favour of Joseph Carleton, Esq. 
paymaster to the Board of War and Ordnance, on their 
application on Nicholas Gilman, Esq. commissioner of the 
continental loan office for the State of New Hampshire, for 
one hundred thousand dollars; another warrant on Nathaniel 
Appleton, Esq. commissioner of the continental loan office 
for the State of Massachusetts bay, for three hundred thou- 
sand dollars; another warrant on Joseph Clarke, Esq. com- 
missioner of the continental loan office in the State of Rhode 
Island and Providence plantations, for two hundred thou- 
sand dollars. Another warrant on Derick Ten Broeck, Esq. 
late commissioner of the continental loan office, for the State 
of New York, for one hundred and forty nine thousand 
seven hundred and eighty four dollars, or on his successor in 
office, if he has received of Mr. Ten Broeck the said sum, it 
being the ballance drawn by him more than were necessary 
for exchanging bills of the emissions of May 20, 1777 and 
April 11, 1778; and 

Another warrant on Michael Hillegas, Esq. treasurer, for 
two hundred and fifty thousand two hundred and sixteen 
dollars; for all which sums amounting to one million dollars, 
the said Joseph Carleton, Esq. is to be accountable. 

That on the application of Mr. Hfenry] Marchant, one of 
the delegates for the State of Rhode Island, a warrant issue 
on Joseph Clarke, Esq. treasurer of the said State, for three 
hundred thousand dollars, in favour of the same State and 
to the order of the legislature thereof, (payable out of their 
quota of the continental tax), for which the said State of 
Rhode island &e. is to be accountable.’ 


1This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, III, folio 797. 
The preamble states that the sum allowed by Congress had been rednced, agreeably 
to Laurens’s request. 

?This report, dated Nevember 8, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, felio 801. The last paragraph was a revised opinion of the cemmittee en 
that part of their repert eof November 5 recommitted to them. 
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That a warrant issue on the treasurer, 1n favour of Major 
General Greene, quarter master general, on the application 
of Charles Pettit, sq. one of his assistants, for three million 
dollars, for the use of the said department, for which Major 
General Greene is to be accountable, the warrant to be made 
payable to the said Charles Pettit. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
Board of Treasury, which was postponed on the 6th instant; 
and, thereupon, 

Resolved, That each of the commissioners of the Board of 
War, not members of Congress, be allowed 14,000 dollars 
per annum, and each of the commissioners of the navy 
board, 12,000 dollars per annum; the secretary to the Board 
of War, 10,000 dollars; and each of the clerks in the offices 
of the secretary of Congress and of the Board of war, 7000 
dollars per annum. 

Resolved, That the salaries aforesaid be annually or oftener, 
as Congress shall judge it expedient, revised and altered 
according to the appreciation of the continental currency. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to report 
a proper allowance for the officers of the Treasury, Board of 
War, Marine and Commercial Committees, and Secretary of 
Congress from the last adjustment of their accounts, respec- 
tively: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett, Mr. [El- 
bridge] Gerry, and Mr. [Thomas] McKean. 

The Board of War brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That regimental pay masters, not being of the 
rank of captains, quarter masters and adjutants, be entitled 
to receive the same subsistence money as is allowed to cap- 
tains by the act of Congress of the 18th of August last; this 
subsistence to commence on that day.’ 

Resolved, That the eleven companies of artificers, raised 
by the quartermaster general, be reformed, and incorporated 


'This report, dated November 8, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
147, 11, folio 573. 
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and arranged in such manner as the Commander in Chief 
shall deem proper: 

That when such arrangement shall have been made, the 
same be transmitted to the Board of War, to the intent the 
officers may receive their commissions, which shall entitle 
them to rank only in their own corps, and enable them to 
hold regimental courts martial in cases that concern their 
own corps only, and are usually cognizable by regimental 
courts martial of the line: 

That the officers and men of the said corps be considered 
as part of the quotas of the 80 battalions as apportioned on 
the several states to which they respectively belong. 

Resolved, That the remainder be re-committed. 

On motion of Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by Mr. [Gou- 
verneur] Morris, 

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be empowered, if 
they judge it proper, to discharge the vessel which they were 
directed to take up and employ as a prison-ship. 

The Chevalier de la Luzerne, having transmitted to Con- 
gress another copy of the speech which he intends to make 
at his public audience, the same was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the resolution of the 8th instant, to agree 
to the draught of an answer reported by a committee be 
reconsidered. 

Resolved, That the report of the said committee together 
with the paper from Mr. de la Luzerne be referred to a com- 
mittee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, Mr. [Wil- 
liam Churchill] Houston, and Mr. [John] Dickinson. 

An appeal from the judgment of a court of admiralty for 
the State of New Jersey on the libel Decatur & Fordick vs. 
schooner Barberry, was lodged with the secretary and 
referred to the Committee on Appeals. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 
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SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1779 


A letter, of 3d, from General Washington, enclosing a 
memorial from Colonel Moses Hazen in behalf of Captain 
Joseph Louis Gill, and one, of the 5th, from the same, were 
read :' 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

Mr. [Frederick A.] Muhlenberg, a delegate from the State 
of Pensylvania, laid before Congress the credentials of the 
delegates for the said State, which were read as follows: 


STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 
In General Assembly, November 12%", 1779. 
The House proceeded to the Choice of five Persons to serve this 
State in Congress. The election being taken by ballot, John Arm- 
strong, James Serle, Frederick Muhlenburgh, James M‘Clean, and 
William Shippen, Semor, Esquires, were duly elected, and declared 
accordingly. 
Extract from the Minutes, 
THOMAS PAINE,’ 
Clerk of the General Assembly. 


A letter, of the 6th, from General Washington, was read. 

A letter, of 9th, from Major General Sullivan, was read, 
requesting leave, on account of his ill state of health, to 
retire from the service: * 

Whereupon, 4 motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 
seconded by Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett, “that the resignation 
of Major General Sullivan be not accepted, but that he have 
leave to retire from the service as long as he shall judge it 
expedient for the recovery of his health:” 


1 Washington’s Iectter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, 
folio 159; that of Gill, on folio 163. 

2 The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Pennsylvania, Credentials 
of Delegates. 

3 Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, 
folio 167; that of Sullivan, in No. 160, folio 340. 
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A motion was made by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, seconded 
by Mr. [John] Mathews, that the foregoing letter and motion 
be referred to a committee of three; 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Elbridge] 
Gerry, 








New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
Mr. Peabody, no Mr. Scudder, ay 
no 
Langdon, aa Fell, ay } ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Houston, ay 
Mr. Gerry, no Pennsylvania, 
Lovell, no| 3. Mr. Muhlenberg, ay } ay 
Holten, ay ee Delaware, 
Partridge, ay Mr. M‘Kean, ay } ay 
Rhode Island, Maryland, 
Mr. Marchant, ay } ay Mr. Plater, ay 
Connecticut, Forbes, ay | a 
Mr. Huntington, ay North Carolina, 
Sherman, ay } ay Mr. Harnett, no | 9; 
Root, ay Sharpe, ay a 
New York, South Carolina, 
Mr. Mornis, ay Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 
Lewis, ay se 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, Mr. [Cor- 
nelius] Harnett and Mr. [James] Forbes. 

A letter, of this day, from Samuel B. Webb, and one from 
John Gooch, were read. ! 

A report of the Board of War on the petition of Robert 
Jewell, which was re-committed on the 5th, was brought in 
amended, and the same being read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett, Mr. [EI- 
bridge] Gerry, and Mr. [William] Sharpe. 


1 The letter of Webb is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXIV, folio 
113; that of Gooch, dated October 21, is in No. 78, X, folio 177. 
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At A Boarp or War November 3%, 1779. 

Present M* Peters and Col? Pickering 

The Board having considered the Petition of Robert Jewell, 
Keeper of the New Goal, for additional allowances to him, his assist- 
ants and Turnkey, beg leave to observe, That the business of M* 
Jewell demands the utmost vigilance and care, and is attended with 
much anxiety and no inconsiderable danger. That they have 
exhibited constant proof of their ability, diligence, fidelity and spirit 
in executing the trust reposed in them. That the said Robert Jewell 
in particular is, in our opinion, an exceedingly valuable officer. That 
he and his assistants for some time past have been suffering greatly, 
from the smallness of their pay, the keeper having from the beginning 
of the present year received only eight dollars a day for himself, 
Turnkey, and occasional clerk, and his assistants but four dollars each. 
That this pay appears to the Board as inadequate to their services as 
to their support. We therefore beg leave to report, 

That Dollars per day be allowed to Robert Jewell keeper 
of the new Goal in Philadelphia; Dollars per day to each of his 
assistants; and Dollars per day to his Turnkey, until the 
farther orders of Congress; and that this increased pay commence the 
day of last 

The Board were induced to propose that the increased pay should 
begin at some time past, from the obvious disproportion of the present 
allowances to the necessary expences of M' Jewell and his assistants, 
who have been obliged to spend of their own effects and run in debt 
for their subsistence, in confidence that they should receive an indem- 
nification. 

By order of the Board 

Tm: PickERiNG ! 


War Orrice, Nov. 13, 1779. 
The Board are of opinion that there should be allowed to Robert 
Jewell thirty dollars and one ration per day. 
To each of his assistants twenty dollars and one ration per day. 
To his Turnkey ten dollars and one ration per day. And that the 
said Robert provide a clerk occasionally, as he shall have need, at his 
own expence. 
By order of the Board 
Tim: PICKERING. 


‘Endorsement: ‘“‘Read November 5. Recommitted, that the Board may report 
their opinion on the sums and time with which the blanks are to be filled.”’ 


51828—voL x111—08——80 


1266 Journals of Congress 


The Board are further of opinion that this increased pay should 
eommence the eighteenth day of last August. 

By order of the Board 

Tr: PICKERING.! 

A letter, of this day, from W. Palfrey, pay master general, 
was read, enclosing a letter, of the 3d, from John Pierce, Jun. 
deputy pay master general :? 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of Treas- 
ury. 

On motion of Mr. [Jesse] Root, seconded by Mr. [Gouver- 
neur] Morris, 

Resolved, That the Board of War be informed, that Major 
General Philips and Brigadier General Riedesel, with their 
families, are permitted to proceed te New York on parole; 
and that they take necessary measures to forward them 
immediately. 

On motion of the committee, to whom was referred the 
letter, of the 9th July last, from General Washington, 

Resolved, That the said committee be discharged. 

The committee, to whom was referred the intended speech 
of the Minister, brought the draught of an answer, which was 
read, debated by paragraphs, and agreed to. 

Resolved, That Wednesday next be assigned for giving 
audience to the hon. Chevalier de la Luzerne, minister pleni- 
potentiary of his most Christian majesty. 

Congress proceeded to the election of two members to wait 
upon the hon. the Chevalier de la Luzerne, and conduct him 
to the audience: 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Mathews and Mr. Beret 
[Gouverneur] Morris. 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to direct 
and superintend an entertainment to be given by Congress to 


} This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, IV, folio 23. 
* Palfrey’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 165, folio 521; that 
of Pierce, on folio 525. 
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the honble the Chevalier de la Luzerne, minister plenipoten- 
tiary from his most Christian Majesty, on Wednesday next, 
the day assigned for his publie audience. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Jesse] Root, Mr. [Henry] Mar- 
chant, and Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the Committee on 
the Treasury, in the room of Mr. [Henry] Wynkoop: 

The member chosen, Mr. [Frederick A.] Muhlenberg. 

Resolved, That ‘Tuesday next be assigned for electing a 
deputy secretary. 

Mr. George Bond was put in nomination for that office by 
Mr. [James] Lovell. 

Resolved, That the door of the Congress chamber be open 
during the audience to be given to the Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of his most Christian Majesty. 

Resolved, That the delegates of Pensylvania be requested 
to inform the president and supreme executive council, and 
the speaker and assembly of the said State, that the Minister 
Plenipotentiary of his most Christian Majesty the King of 
France, will receive his audience of Congress on Wednesday 
next, at twelve o’clock; when the doors of the Congress cham- 
ber will be opened. 

Resolved, ‘That each member of Congress may give two 
tickets for the admittance of other persons to the audience, 
and that no person, except those specified in the foregoing 
resolution, be admitted without such a ticket, or a ticket 
signed by the members appointed to introduce the Minister to 
Congress. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 
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A letter, of the 4th, from J. Beatty, commissary general of 
prisoners, was read, enclosing a copy of a letter to him from 
General Silliman and others, prisoners on Long island:’ 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Fell, Mr. [George] Plater, 
and Mr. [Woodbury] Langdon. 

A letter, of this day, from W. Palfrey, pay master general, 
was read;* Whereupon, 

Resolved, That W. Palfrey, Esq. pay master general, have 
leave of absence to visit his family. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Mr. W[illiam] Sharpe, one of the delegates for the State of 
North Carolina, on his application, for three thousand dollars, 
for which the said State is to be accountable.® 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Thomas 
Bradford, Esq. deputy commissary of prisoners, on the apphi- 
cation of John Beatty, Esq. commissary general of prisoners, 
for fifteen thousand dollars, for the use of his department; 
and for which the said commissary general of prisoners is to 
be accountable.’ 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of William 
Palfrey, Esq. pay master general, for one million one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, for the use of his department; 
for which he is to be accountable. 


1 Beatty’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, III, folio 393; 
that of the prisoners is on folio 397. 

? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congrcss, No. 165, folio 529. 

’This report, dated November 13, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 807. 

*See note under October 9, p. 1157, ante. 
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That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
Thomas Edison, clerk in the office of the secretary of Congress, 
for fifteen hundred dollars, on account of his salary. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
Chandler Fowke and Mr. Joseph Seudder, clerks at the War 
Office, for fifteen hundred dollars each, on account of their 
salary. 

That on the application of James Wilkinson, Esq. clothier 
general, countersigned by the Board of War, a warrant issue 
on the treasurer, in favour of the said James Wilkinson, Esq. 
for one hundred and eighty thousand dollars, for the use of 
the hide department; for which he is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Ephraim 
Blaine, Esq. deputy commissary general of purchases, on his 
application, for two million dollars, to be charged to the ac- 
count of Jeremiah Wadsworth, Esq. commissary general of 
purchases, for the use of his department, and that he be fur- 
nished with a copy of this order. 

A report from the commissioners of the chambers of 
aecounts on the memorial of Lewis Weiss being read: 

Ordered, ‘That it be re-committed. 

The order of the day being called for, 

A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by 
Mr. {Roger] Sherman, 

That the order of the day for nominating members to the 
Board of Admiralty be postponed until the sense of Congress 
can be taken on the following motion: 

“Whereas it may be highly injurious to the interest of 
these United States, to permit candidates for public offices 
to vote in or otherways influence their own eleetions: 

“Resolved, That Congress will not appoint any member 
thereof during the tine of his sitting, or within six months 
after he shall have been in Congress, to any office under the 
said states for which he or any other for his benefit may 
receive any salary, fees or other emolument.”’ 
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A division being called for on the question, 

“That the order of the day for nominating members to 
the Board of Admiralty be postponed,” the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 





New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, ay Mr. Searle, no 
Langdon, ay it Muhlenberg, Ay } ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Shippen, ay 
Mr. Gerry, ay Maryland, 
Lovell, ay Mr. Plater, ay | ,. 
Holten, ay ay Forbes, no div. 
Partridge, ay North Carolina, 
Connecticut, Mr. Harnett, no - 
Mr. enone ay eee ae no 
lerman, ay outh Carolina, 
New York, Mr. Mathews, no ¢ no 
Mr. Morris, ay 
Lewis, ay ay 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Scudder, ay 
Fell, ay | 2Y 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

On the second part of the motion “until” &c., the previ- 
ous question was moved by Mr. [James] Forbes, and sec- 
onded by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris; and the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. Forbes, 


New Hampshire, Connecticut, 

Mr. Peabody, no ne Mr. Huntington, no aa 

Langdon, no Sherman, no 
Massachusetts Bay, New York, 

Mr. Gerry, no Mr. Morris, ay F 
Lovell, no}, Lewis, ay vy 
Holten, ay New Jersey, 

Partridge, no Mr. Scudder, no | di 
Fell, ay | ng 
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Pennsylvania, North Carolina, 

Mr. Searle, ay Mr. Harnett, ay} 
Muhlenberg, ay } ay Sharpe, ay | 
Shippen, no South Carolina, 

Maryland, Mr. Mathews, ay }ay 

Mr. Plater, no | 3; 

Forbes, ay i 


So it was resolved in the affirmative, and that part of the 
main question set aside. 

The following gentlemen were then put in nomination for 
commissioners of the Board of Admiralty: 

Mr. Thomas Waring, by Mr. [John] Mathews; 

Mr. John Collins, by Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris; 

Mr. F[rancis] Lewis, by Mr. [John] Fell; 

Mr. J. Wharton, by Mr. [James] Searle; 

Mr. William] Whipple, by Mr. [Roger] Sherman ; 

Mr. Joseph Blewar, by Mr. [Frederick] Muhlenberg; 

Mr. John Deshon, by Mr. [Samuel] Huntington; 

Mr. James Warren, by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry; 

Mr. Resolve Smith, by Mr. [Nathaniel] Scudder. 

The committee to whom was referred the memorial of 
Captain Charles de Frey, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

That as they conceive the Resolve of Congress of the 27 October to 
have been founded in mistake, supposing Captain Frey’s Commission 
to extend only to a Command in Canada, but as it now clearly 
appears that his Commission is in the line of the Continental Army, 
therefore recommend the following Resolution to Congress: 


Resolved, That captain Charles de Frey have leave of 
absence for eight months #nd+hatthesunretonethousand 
bathers atthe he. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the plan for the establishment of courts of appeals 


1 This report, in tho writing of John Mathews, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 19, II, folio 41. 
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for determining captures on water, and some time being 
spent thereon, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 

The committee, to whom were referred the representation 
from the legislative council and general assembly of New 
Jersey and the proceedings of a convention of committees 
from the eastern states to New York, inclusive, at ther 
meeting in Hartford in the State of Connecticut, on the 20th 
of October last, brought in a report, which was read: 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Thursday next. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 16, 1779 


Mr. Philip Schuyler, a delegate for the State of New York, 
attended, and produced a notification of his appointment, 


which was read, as follows: 
STATE OF NEw YorE, 
Camp, HEAD QUARTERS, FISHKILL, 
29th Oa 1772) 

I do hereby certify that the honorable Philp Schuyler, Esquire, 1s 
duly nominated and appointed one of the Delegates of this State in 
the Congress of the United States of America; and that his being 
unprovided with a Commission in due form of Law is owing to my 
being in Camp; whereby I am incapacitated to put the Seal to it at 
present: But that the same will be expedited to him with all possible 


Dispatch. 
Gro: CLINTON, Govr. 


Attest, 
Ros? Benson, Secty.’ 


A letter, of 5, from the governor of Rhode island, &c. was 
read.” 


1 The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, New York, Credentials of 
Delegates. See under November 20, 1779, post. 
* This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 64, folio 458. 
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The Marine Committee having eommunicated to Congress 
a paragraph of a letter from J. Beatty, commissary general 
of prisoners, informing, “that there are some Spaniards on 
board the prison-ship at New York, whose necessities eall for 
our support;”’ 

Resolved, That the commissary general of prisoners be 
directed, until the further order of Congress, to make the 
same provision for the Spanish prisoners in New York as is 
made for the prisoners of the United States, keeping a sepa- 
rate account thereof. 

The committee to whom was referred a letter of the 21 
September last, from the eouneil of Massachusetts Bay, 
report the following resolution: 

“That although Congress have the highest sense of the 
zeal and exertions of the State of Massachusetts Bay, in the 
eommon eause, and are at all times disposed to give them 
every possible proof thereof, yet in the present situation of 
the general treasury, and from the pressing necessity of a full 
and punctual payment of the taxes required for the prose- 
eution of the war, their request to retain the 6,000,000 of 
dollars mentioned in their letter of the 21st of September last, 
eannot be eomplied with.” ’ 

On the question to agree to the said resolution, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 





New Hampshire, Connecticut, 

Mr. Peabody, HO }ic9: Mr. Huntington, QV 

Langdon ay nae Sherman ay ny 
= , M 3 - 
Massachusetts Bay, New York, 

Mr. Gerry, no Mr. Schuyler, ay 
Lovell, no Morris, ay ; ay 
Toiten, no [°° Lewis, ay 
Partridge, no 


‘This report, in the writing of William Churchill Houston, is in the Papers of the 
Continental Congress, No. 20, I, folio 51. 
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New Jersey, Vorginia, 
Mr. Scudder, ay |. Mr. Griffin, ay | * 
Fell, a Y | North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Harnett, RY 
Mr. Searle, any Sharpe, ay se 
Muhlenberg, ay | 8 | South Carolina, 
Delaware, Mr. Mathews, ay fay 
Mr. M‘Kean, ay } ay 
Maryland, 
Mr. Plater, ay 
Forbes, ay ! — 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

A memorial from B. Flower, commissary general of military 
stores, was read:! 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee appointed to 
consider what allowance ought to be made to the officers in 
the different departments of the army, to whom the pro- 
vision of 18 August does not extend. 

Ordered, That a member be added to the said committee, 
in the room of Mr. [Samuel] Atlee: 

The member chosen, Mr. [Philip] Schuyler. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the committee on 
the muster master general’s department, in the room of Mr. 
[Henry] Laurens, and Mr. [Joseph] Spencer, who are absent: 

The members chosen, Mr. [George] Partridge and Mr. 
[Woodbury] Langdon. 

The committee on the quarter master and commissary 
eeneral’s departments, laid before Congress a letter of Ist, 
and one of 9th, from J. Wadsworth, commissary general of 
purchases; Whereupon,” 

Resolved, That the rum and sugar belonging to the public 
be delivered over to the committee on the commissary and 


1 This memorial, dated November 15, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 41, IIT, folio 208. 

2 These letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXIV, folios 
109 and 117. 
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quarter master general’s departments, to be disposed of in 
such manner as they may, from time to time, direct, except- 
ing such parts thereof as the Marine Committee may think 
necessary for the use of the continental navy. 

Ordered, That the letter of the 9th be referred to the Board 
of Treasury. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Mr. Wf{oodbury] Langdon, one of the delegates for the State 
of New Hampshire, on his application, for four thousand 
dollars; for which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
Benjamin Armitage, superintendant of the paper mill, for 
one thousand five hundred dollars on his application; for 
which he is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favow of Mr. 
Richard Philips, steward to the President of Congress, for five 
thousand dollars; for which he is to be accountable.' 

The commissioners report, 

That there is due to the Rev. Mr. W. White, his salary as 
chaplain to Congress, from the first of October, 1778 to 1 
October, 1779, together with his allowance of rations, one 
thousand and eighty five dollars. 

That there is due to Thomas W. Collins, for engrossing 
commissions, two hundred dollars: ° 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, ‘That in addition to the sub-cloathiers appointed 
by virtue of the ordinance of March 23d, 1779, for regulating 


‘This report, dated November 16, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 813. 

? This report, dated November 16, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 809. 
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the cloathing department, the cloathicr general, with the 
approbation of the Board of War and the Commander in 
Chief, appoint a sub-cloathier to receive from the cloathier 
general and the several sub-state cloathiers, the proportion 
of cloathing assigned the artillery, cavalry, artificers and 
corps composed of troops from different states, according to 
the general estimate, and to cause such cloathing to be dis- 
tributed to the officers and soldiers of the several corps 
aforesaid, and in all other respects to govern his conduct in 
the execution of the said business agreeably to the regulation 
of Congress of the 23 of March, A. D. 1779, respecting the 
sub-cloathiers.’ 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several states to 
allow the corps of artificers established by Congress the 12th 
inst. all the benefits provided for officers and soldiers in the 
line of their quotas of the continental battalions, except the 
half pay. 

That the commanding officer of the corps of artificers 
shall be allowed the same pay and subsistence as a lieutenant 
colonel: 

That the allowance of pay, subsistence and cloathing of 
the other officers and men of the said artificers, be the same 
with that of the artillery artificers under the command of 
Colonel B. Flower.’ 

Resolved, That the Board of War be discharged from pro- 
ceeding on the case of Captain George Cavey, and that the 
same be referred to the Marine Committee. 

A letter, of this day, from Colonel S[amuel] Atlee, was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 


' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio581. The 
action was instigated by a letter of Washington to the Clothier General, dated October 
8, 1779. 

* This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, 11, folio 577. 
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Ordered, That the letter, of 27 Oetober last, from Major 
General Gates, be referred to the Board of War-.' 

Ordered, That the memorial of Mr. Bowen be re-committed 
to the Marine Committce. 

The Medical Committee, to whom were referred the reso- 
lutions of 27 October respecting the officers of the hospital 
department, together with the report of the said committee 
on the said department, which was re-committed, brought in 
a report: 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Friday next. 

On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr. [James] 
Lovell, 

Resolved, That the deputy seeretary of Congress be allowed 
at the rate of ten thousand dollars per annum, until the fur- 
ther order of Congress. 

According to order, Congress proceeded to the election of 
a deputy secretary; and, the ballots being taken, 

Mr. George Bond was elected. 

My. David Mumford was put in nomination for a commis- 
sioner of the Board of Admiralty by Mr. [Jesse] Root, 

Resolved, That Monday next be assigned for electing com- 
missioners of the Board of Admiralty. 

The committee to whom was referred the letter of 25 
October last, from Dr. J. Morgan, brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That it be reeommended to the executive au- 
thority of the respective states, upon the application of the 
judge advocate for that purpose, to grant proper writs 
requiring and compelling the person or persons whose 
attendance shall be requested by the said judge, to appear 
and give testimony in any eause depending before a court 

1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 154, II, folio 194. 
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martial; and that it be recommended to the legislatures of 
the several states to vest the necessary powers for the pur- 
poses aforesaid in their executive authorities, if the same be 
not already done. 

Resolved, That in cases not capital in trials in courts mar- 
tial, depositions may be given in evidence, provided the 
prosecutor and person accused are present at the taking the 
same. 

On motion of Mr. [Woodbury] Langdon, seconded by Mr. 
[Gouverneur] Morris, 

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be authorized, from 
time to time, to appoint advocates for the purpose of taking 
care of and managing the maritime causes, in which the 
United States are or may be concerned. 

Ordered, ‘That Mr. [Woodbury] Langdon have leave of 
absence. 

Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow.’ 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 1779 


According to order, the honorable Sr. Chevalier de la 
Luzerne, minister plenipotentiary of his most Christian maj- 
esty, was introduced to an audience by Mr. [John] Mathews 
and Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris, the two members for that pur- 
pose appointed, and being seated in his chair, the secretary 
of the embassy delivered to the President a letter from his 
most Christian majesty, directed on the out side 


'The committee, appointed October 26, to prepare instructions for the Commis- 
sioner appointed to negotiate a treaty of commerce with the United Provinces of the 
Low Countries, presented its report on this day. No mention of it was made in either 
the general or the secret Journal, and no action was taken until December 6, 1780, 
when an amended form was reported. It was agreed to December 29, 1780, and will 
be found under that date, post. 
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‘A nos trés chers grands Amis et alliés, 
les Président et Membres du Congrés gén- 
éral des Etats unis de l’Amérique septen- 
trionale,’’ and is in the words following: 


TRES CHERS, GRANDS AMIS ET 

ALLIES: 

Le mauvais état de la santé du 
Sr. Gérard, notre Ministre pléni- 
potentiare auprés de vous, |’aiant 
mis dans la necessité de demander 
son rapel, nous avons fait choix 
pour le remplacer en Ja méme 
qualité du Sr. Ch* de la Luzerne, 
colonel 4 notre service. 

Nous ne doutons pas que sa 
personne ne vous soit agréable, et 
que vous ne lui accordiez une en- 
tiére confiance: Nous vous prions 
d’ajouter foi & tout ce qu'il vous 
dira de notre part, surtout lors- 
qu'il vous assurera de la sincérité 
de voeux que nous faisons pour 
votre prosperité, ainsi que de la 
constance de notre affection et de 
notre amitié pour les Etats unis 
en général, et pour chacun d’eux 
en particulier. Sur ce je prie 
Dieu qu'il vous ait, Trés chers 
grands amis ect alliés, en sa S* et 
digne garde. Ecrit & Versailles, 
le 31 Mai, 1779. 

Votre bon ami ct allié 

(Signed) Louis 
(Underneath) GraviER DE VER- 
GENNES. 


TRANSLATION 


Superscription: To our very dear great. 
friends and allies, the President and mem- 
bers of the general Congress of the United 
States of North America: 


Very dear, great friends and allies, 
The bad state of health of the 
Sieur Gérard, our minister pleni- 
potentiary to you, having laid 
him under the necessity of apply- 
ing for a recal, we have made 
choice of the Sr. Chevalier de la 
Luzerne, a colonel in our service, 
to supply his place. We have no 
doubt but he will be agreeable to 
you, and that you will repose entire 
confidence in him. We pray you 
to give full credit to all heshall say 
to you on our behalf, especially 
when he shal] assure you of the 
sincerity of our wishes for your 
prosperity, as well as of the con- 
stancy of our affection and of our 
friendship for the United States in 
eeneral, and for each one of them 
in particular. We pray God to 
keep you, our very dear, great 
friends and allies, in his holy pro- 
tection. 
Your good friend and ally, 
LoulIs. 
Done at Versailles, the 31 May, 
1779. 
(Underneath) GRAVIER DE VER- 
GENNES. 


The Minister was then announced to the House; Where- 
upon he arose, and addressed Congress in a speech, which, 
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when he had finished, the secretary delivered in writing to the 


President, and is as follows: 


‘‘\ESSIEURS, 

La sagesse et le courage qui ont 
fondé votre république, la pru- 
dence que préside & vos délibéra- 
tions, votre fermeté dans l’exécu- 
tion, l’habilité et la valeur que vos 
généraux et vos soldats ont dé- 
ployées dans le cours de cette 
cuerre, ont attiré sur vous }’admi- 
ration et les regards du monde 
entier. Le roi, mon maitre, a re- 
connu le premier une hberté ac- 
quise parmi tant de périls et avec 
autant de gloire. Depuis que des 
traités dictés par la modération 
ont établi sur une base inébran- 
lable l’union de la Franee avec Ja 
république Amérieaine, toute la 
eonduite de S. M. a du vous prou- 
ver combien votre prosperité lui 
est chére, et la ferme resolution ot 
elle est de maintenir votre indé- 
pendance par touts les moyens 
qui sont en son pouvoir. Les 
événemens qui se sont dévelopés 
successivement ont prouvé la 
sagesse (le ees mesures. Un allié 
puissant a reconnu la justice des 
motifs qui ont foreé le Roi a pren- 
dre les armes, et I’on peut avec 
fondement se promettre les suecés 
les plus solides des opérations des 
deux flottes reunies. Les forces 
navales de notre ennemi ont été 
détournées de votre continent. 


TRANSLATION? 


GENTLEMEN, 

The wisdom and courage which 
have founded your republie: the 
prudence which presides over your 
dehberations; your firmness in 
execution; the skill and valor dis- 
played by your generals and sol- 
diers, during the course of the war, 
have attracted the admiration 
and regard of the whole world. 
The King, my master, was the 
first to acknowledge a liberty ac- 
quired amidst so many perils and 
with so mueh glory. Sinee treaties 
dietated by moderation, have 
fixed upon a permanent base the 
union of Franee with the Ameri- 
can republic, his majesty’s whole 
eonduct must have demonstrated 
how dearly he tenders your pros- 
perity, and his firm resolution to 
maintain your independence by 
every means in is power. The 
events which have successively 
unfolded themselves, shew the 
wisdom of those measures. A 
powerful ally hath acknowledged 
the justice of those motives which 
had compelled the King to take 
arms, and we may reasonably 
hope for the most solid suecess, 
from the operations of the united 
fleets. The naval force of the en- 
emy hath been diverted from your 
continent. Compelled to flee to 


1 From this point the entries are in the writing of George Bond. 
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Contraint d’aeceourrir 4 la défense 
de ses propres possessions tous ses 
efforts n’ont pu empécher nos 
troupes d’en couquérir une par- 
tie considérable. Les autres isles 
Anglatses redoutoient le méme 
sort, lorsque Je général frangois a 
interrompu le cours de ses suecés 
pour venir chercher parmi vous de 
nouveaux dangers. En se con- 
formant aux intentions de S. M. 11 
a cédé & son propre penchant, aux 
désirs des Francois et au voeu des 
Américains, qui linvitoient 4 
jomndre ses armes 4 celles de votre 
république. Les événemens n’ont 
pas répondu complétement 4 son 
courage et & ses efforts, mais son 
sang et celui (le mes compatriotes, 
repandu pour une eause qui nous 
est si chére, a cimenté la base sur 
laquelle l’allianee est fondée, et Ini 
imprime un nouveau caractére 
aussi Inaltérable que tous ceux 
qui l’ont déja consacrée. 

Cette alliance, Messieurs, de- 
vient de jour en jour, plus indis- 
soluble ct les avantages que les 
deux nations en retirent l’ont por- 
tée au plus haut point de eonsist- 
ance. Des rélations de com- 
merece entre les sujets du Roi mon 
maitre et les habitans des treize 
Ietats unis se multiplient continu- 
ellement, et déja l’on peut ob- 
server, malgré les obstacles qui 
embarrassent la communieation 
réciproque, ecombien elle est na- 
turelle; combien elle deviendra 
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the defence of their own posses- 
sions, all their efforts have been 
too feeble to prevent our troops 
from conquering a considerable 
part. The other British islands 
feared the same lot, when the 
Freneh general stopped the cur- 
rent of his sueess, to seek new dan- 
gers here. In conforming to his 
Majesty’s intentions, he has com- 
plied with his own inelinations, 
the desires of the French and the 
request of the Americans, which 
invited him to join his arms to 
those of your republic. Events 
have not completely answered his 
courage and his efferts, but his 
blood and that of my countrymen, 
shed in a cause so dear to us, hath 
eemented the base on whieh the 
allianee is founded, and impressed 
on it a character as indelible as are 
all those by which it is already 
consecrated. 


That alliance, gentlemen, be- 
comes daily more indissoluble, and 
the benefits which the two nations 
derive from it, have given it the 
most perfect eonsistenee. The re- 
lations of commerce between the 
subjects of the King, my master, 
and the inhabitants of the thirteen 
United States continually, multi- 
ply; and we may already perceive 
in spite of those obstacles which 
embarrass the recipreeal commu- 
nication, how natural it is, how 
advantageous it will be to the two 


profitable aux deux nations et a 
toutes celles qui y prendront part, 
et combien les prineipes exelusifs, 
attention jalouse et les loix pro- 
hibitives de Vennemi de votre 
liberté ont été préjudiciables a 
votre bonheur. C’est dans ces 
conjectures, Messieurs, que le Roi 
a bien voulu me désigner pour 
remplir auprés de vous les fonc- 
tions de son Ministre plénipoten- 
tinire, et vous avez trouvé dans la 
lettre, que je viens d’avoir I’hon- 
neur de vous remettre de sa part, 
de nouvelles assurances de }’ami- 
tié qu’il a pour vous. J’ai re- 
gardé comme la plus heureuse cir- 
constanee de ma vie une mission 
dans le cour de laquelle je suis sir 
de remplir mes devoirs en travail- 
lant & votre prospérité, et je me 
suis félicité d’étre envoyé preés 
d’une nation dont les interéts sont 
si étroitement liés avec notres, que 
je ne puis étre utile ou 4 la France 
ou & la république Américaine 
sans me rendre agréable & la fois & 
lune et & l'autre. 

Il eut été sans doute a désirer 
que les affaires dont je suis chargé 
fussent restées entre les mains du 
Ministre éclairé auquel je succéde 
et que sa santé oblige a retourner 
en France. Je n’ai point ses lu- 
miéres, mais j’al comme |m un 
zéle sans bornes pour le bien et le 
succes de la cause commune. Je 
suis chargé comme lui deconcourir 
i tout ce qui pourra étre agréable 
J’ai 


> 


et utile & votre république. 
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nations and all who participate in 
it, and how much the monopoliz- 
ing spirit, the jealous attention 
and prohibitory edicts of the en- 
emy to your freedom, have been 
prejudicial to your happiness. 

It is under these circumstances, 
gentlemen, that the King, my 
master, hath been pleased to ap- 
point me his minister plenipoten- 
tiary to you. You have seen in 
the letter which I had just now 
the honor to deliver from him, 
fresh assurances of his friendship. 
T consider as the happiest eircum- 
stance of my life, a mission in the 
course of which I am certain of 
fulfilling my duty when I labour 
for your prosperity; and I felici- 
tate myself upon being sent to a 
nation whose interests are so inti- 
mately blended with our own, 
that I can be useful neither to 
France nor the American republic, 
without rendering myself agree- 
able both to the one and to the 
other. 


It was certainly desirable that 
the affairs with which I am 
charged, had remained in the 
hands of that enlightened Minis- 
ter whom I succeed, and whose 
health compels him to return to 
Franee. I have not his abilities, 
but like him J have an unbounded 
zeal for the welfare and sueeess 
of the common eause; like him I 
ani directed to coneur in every 
thing which can be useful or agree- 
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le méme aitachement pour les 
peuples que vous  representéz, 
Messicurs, et }a méme admiration 
pour leur conduite. J’ai le plus 
grand cmpressement de vous en 
donner des preuves, et j’espére 
que ses differens titres me condui- 
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able to your republic. Ihave the 
same attachment to the people, 
you, gentlemen, represent, and the 
same admiration of their conduct. 
I have the most fervent wish to 
give you proofs of it, and I hope 
by these different titles to merit 


ront & meriter votre confiance et 
votre estime. 
(Signé) 
LE CHE® DE LA LUZERNE. 


your confidence and your esteem. 
(Signed) 
LE CHEV. DE LA LUZERNE. 


To which the President returned the following answer: 


SIR, 

The early attention of our good friend and ally to these United 
States is gratefully felt by all their virtuous citizens; and we should 
be unfaithful representatives if we did not warmly acknowledge 
every instance of his regard, and take every opportunity of express- 
ing the attachment of our constituents to treaties formed upon the 
purest principles. 

His most Christian Majesty, in rendering himself protector of the 
rights of mankind, beeame entitled to assistance from the friends of 
man. This title could not but be recognized by a monarch whose 
diadem is adorned with equity and truth: that monarch, by joining 
his arms to those of our great ally, hath given a fatal blow to the 
common enemy; and from the justness of the motives which unite 
the combined fleets, we expect the most solid benefits will crown 
their operations; nor can we doubt that other powers will rejoice to 
see that haughty nation humbled, in proportion as they have been 
insulted by her presumptuous arrogance. 

We well know, and all the world must acknowledge, the modera- 
tion and friendship of the most Christian King, in neglecting eon- 
quests which courted his acceptance for the benevolent pleasure of 
succouring his allies. In this, as in every other instanec, we perecive 
his strict adherence to the principles of our defensive alliance. We 
are sensible of the zeal of the French gencral, in executing his Maj- 
esty’s orders. We esteem his courage, we Jament his wounds, and 
we respect that generous valour which hath led your countrymen to 
contend with ours in the same common cause, in the same field of 
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glory. A noble emulation which hath poured out the blood of the 
two nations, and mingled it together as a sacred pledge of perpetual 
union! 

The consequences which have followed from the appearance of 
the French fleet upon our coasts, particularly by disconcerting the 
enemy’s plans of operation, and destroying a considerable part of their 
naval force, demonstrate the wisdom of the measure. That they 
have not been still more beneficial, is to be attributed to those inci- 
dents which in the hand of Omnipotence determine all human events: 
but our disappointment is compensated by reflecting on the perfect 
harmony that subsisted between the generals and the troops of the 
two nations. 

The prosperous course of the campaign gives a pleasing hope that 
the moment of peace may soon arrive, when the reciprocation of 
mutual good offices shall amply recompence our mutual labours and 
cares; and we doubt not but in that moment the commerce between 
the allied nations, now struggling under great inconveniences, will 
shoot forth with vigor and advantage, and happily demonstrate the 
injuries we once suffered from the restraints of our enemies. 

While we lament, sir, the loss of your worthy predecessor, we are 
led from your personal character to the pleasing expectation that 
you will possess that confidence and esteem which he enjoyed. 
They are due to the servant of our benefactor: we are happy im his 
choice, and being thoroughly convinced of the intimate connexion 
between the interests and views of the allied nations, we cannot but 
persuade ourselves that the more attentively you shall perform your 
duty to your sovereign, and the more sedulously you shall guard and 
promote the welfare of your country, the more agreeable and respect- 
able you will render yourself to the citizens of America.' 


The secretary of Congress delivered to the Minister a copy 
of the foregoing reply dated in Congress, November 17, 1779, 
and signed Samuel Huntington, President. Whereupon, the 
Minister withdrew, and was conducted home in the manner 
in which he was brought to the House. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 


1 From this point Thomson resumed the entries. 
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Resolved, That five million and forty dollars be emitted on 
the faith of the United States, and under the direction of 
the Board of Treasury, in bills of credit of the following 
denominations, viz. 

13,158 bills of 65 dollars, 855,270 | 18,158 bills of 40 dollars, 526,320 
13,158 do. of 60 do. 789,480 | 13,158 do. of 35 do. 460,530 
feos do. of 55 do. 723,690 | 13,158 do. of 30 do. 394,740 
13,158 do. of 50 do. 657,900 “ora 
13,158 do. of 45 do. 592,110 * 5,000,040 

That the said bills, excepting the numbers, be of the same 
tenor and date as the emissions directed on the 17 Septem- 
ber last, and be numbered from the last number in every 
denomination progressively. 

Resolved, That the farther sum of five million and fifty 
thousand five hundred dollars be emitted on the faith of 
the United States, and under the direction of the Board of 
Treasury, in bills of credit of the following denominations, 
viz. 


27,300 bills of 80 dollars, 2,184,000 | 27,300 bills of 3 dollars, 81,900 


27,300 do. 70 1,911,000 | 27,300 do. 2 54,600 
27,300 do. 20 546,000 | 27,300 do. 1 27,300 
27,300 do. 5 136,500 —__— 
27,300 do. 4 109,200 | 5,050,500 


That the said bills, excepting the numbers, be of the same 

_tenor and date as those emitted the 14th of October last, and 
be numbered from the last number in every denomination 

progressively.” 

On motion of Mr. [John] Witherspoon, seconded by Mr. 
[Gouverneur] Morris, 

eesolved, ‘That a committee of five be appointed to devise 
further ways and means for supplying the public treasury. 


1 The sum originally called for by the report was 15,000,180 dollars, with 39,474 bills 
of each denomination. The altered figures, calling for one-third of this sum, were 
entered by Elbridge Gerry. 

*This report, dated November 16, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, Il], folio 817. 
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The members chosen, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. [John] 
Witherspoon, Mr. Mearehant [Gouverneur] Morris, Mr. [John] 
Mathews, and Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 38, 1779 


A letter, of 14, from General Washington, was read; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the President inform General Washington, 
that Congress approve the sentiments and opinion expressed 
in his letter of the 14th instant, and desire that he may take 
what measures he thinks most proper upon the intelligence 
he must have by this time received. 

A memorial from the general officers serving in the army 
of the United States, was read:’ 

Ordered, ‘That it be referred to the committee appointed 
to consider what allowance ought to be made to the officers 
in the different departments of the army, to whom the pro- 
vision of 18 August last doth not extend. 

A letter, of 15, from Charles Pettit, assistant quarter mas- 
ter general, was read, accompanied with a number of papers: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee on 
further ways and means of supplying the treasury. 

A letter, of 29 October, from Colonel Safford, was read, 
enclosing a letter of the 21 of the same month, from Jacob 
Safford, an ensign in Colonel Warner’s regiment, requesting 
leave to resign: 

Resolved, That the resignation of Ensign Jacob Safford be 
accepted. 


‘The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, 
VIII, folio 171. It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), VIII 107. The 
memorial is in No. 41, VII, folio 259. 
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A letter of Le baron de Bonstellen was read; accompanied 
with sundry papers: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of this day, from W. Palfrey, was read:' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Ordered, That Mr. [John] Dickinson have leave of absence. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. C[ornelius] Har- 
net, a delegate for the State of North Carolina, a warrant 
issue on the treasurer, in favour of Josiah Hewes, adminis- 
trator of Mr. J. Hewes, late deceased, for three thousand 
dollars; for which the State of North Carolina is to be 
accountable.’ 

According to order, Congress took into consideration the 
report of the committee on the representation from the leg- 
islative council and general assembly of New Jersey and the 
proceedings of the convention of commissioners at Hartford; 
and some time being spent thereon, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned till to morrow. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 109, 1779 


The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. Aaron D. Woodruff, one of the clerks in the office of 
the secretary of Congress, for one thousand dollars, on ac- 
count of his salary.’ 


'The Safford letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XX, 
folios 463, 465; that of Palfrey, in No. 165, folio 533. 

* This report, dated November 18, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 821. 

* This report, dated November 19, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 823. 
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A report of the Board of War was read, respecting pris- 


oners of war: 
War Orricre, November 17, 1779. 

We beg leave to lay before Congress sundry letters and paper 
relative to prisoners of war,! which will, if it be necessary, further 
evidence the necessity of adopting the plan reported a long time ago 
on the subjeet. ‘The Board are more and more convineed every day 
of the endless confusion and injustice arising from State Exchanges 
and wish they were totally abolished. The individual Sovereignty 
of the States was consulted in the plan we had the honor to lay before 
Congress, quite as much from motives of policy as those founded on 
reason. The Exchanges of prisoners seem in our humble opinion to 
be most properly the objects of the general authority, and as they 
are appendages of the power of making peace or war, they ought as 
we conceive to be solely vested where that power is and ought to be 
lodged. But we submit this to the better opinion of Congress, tak- 
ing the liberty of expressmg our wish that some determination may 
be had as we are pressed daily on the subject.’ 


Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Tuesday next. 

The committee appointed to devise further ways and means 
of supplying the Treasury brought in a report, which was 
read. 


Your Committee to whom was referred the ways and means for 
supplying the Treasury, report: 

1% That Bills of Exchange be drawn on M? Jay to the amount of 
£100,000 Sterling and on M* Lawrence [Laurens] to the amount of 
£100,000 Sterling, payable at six months sight, and that the same 
be sold at the current rate of exchange.° 

2 That a loan be opened on the following terms to wit, that for 
every sum of 8,000 Dollars paid into the Treasury before the 1* 
day of February, the person paying the same shall be entitled to 
£100 Sterling payable at the end of ten years, with 6 p. e. interest. 
The principal and interest to be paid either in Bills of Exchange, 
speele or current money at the rate of Exchange. 

1 These papers aecompany the report. 

? This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 587. 

3 See under November 23, 1779, p.1299, post. 





November, 1779 1289 


3” That an annuity office be opened on the following terms to 
wit: that for every sum of 100,000 Dollars paid into the Treasury, 
before the 1** day of February, the person paying the same shall be 
entitled to receive £100 Sterling annually for 22 Years, either in 
Bills of Exchange, specie or current money at the rate of Exchange. 

That a Committee be appointed to report on the manner of car- 
rying the above Resolutions into effeet.' 


Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on the representation of the legislative council 
and general assembly of New Jersey, and the proceedings 
of the convention of commissioners from the five eastern 
states, and thereupon came to the following resolutions: * 


Whereas Congress by their resolution of 1 September last, did 
determine not to emit any Bills of Credit above the amount in the 
said resolution limited, relying for the further means of prosecuting 
the War, on Taxes and Loans, and considering that the ascertain- 
ment of the greatest possible sum wluch could come into circulation, 
would prevent the depreciation of the said Bills of Credit beyond the 
degree which the surplus of quantity, and some other causes of less 
influence, would naturally produce; and 

Whereas there is reason to believe that the continned and dispro- 
portionate advance of prices is to be attributed, in a considerable 
measure, to the arts of unprincipled and disaffected people, who still 
cherish the Hopes of defeating by this means the establishment of the 
Liberty and Independence of the United States, and to the credulity 
of such as suffer themselves to be imposed upon by these arts and 
Management; and, 


Whereas the fluctuating state of prices not only causes 
inequality and injustice in private dealings, and in furnishing 
the public supplies from the several states, but renders it im- 
practicable to make the proper estimates for future expences, 
and to fix equitable salaries for those employed in_ the 
service of the United States: and whereas the estimates ac- 
cording to which the requisitions for the taxes of the suceeed- 
ing year have been made by the resolution of the 6th of 


' This report, in the writing of Gouverneur Morris, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 26, folio 87. 
?}'rom this point the entries are in the writing of George Bond. 
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October last, have been formed on the principle that the 
prices of commodities necessary for the public use would not 
exceed twenty fold of the former prices, and should they rise 
above that rate, the taxes must be accordingly increased, but 
should they fall below it, the surplus of the sum raised may be 
applied to the sinking fund: therefore 

And whereas, although the collection of Taxes and the natural course 
of trade might, in time, reduce the prices to a proper standard, and 
remedy the mischiefs which prevail, yet these being too slow in their 
operation to give that relief which the present exigencies of affairs 
require, unless aided by proper expedients for fixing prices in some 
uniformity throughout the various States, and in juster proportion to 
the effect of the quantity of money emitted, together with that of 
other natural causes of depreciation; 


Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to the several 
states forthwith to enact laws for establishing and carrying 
into execution a general limitation of prices throughout their 
respective jurisdictions, on the following principles, and to 
commence in their operation from the first day of February 
next: 

Articles of domestic produce, farming and common labor, 
the wages of tradesmen and mechanics, water and land car- 
riage, not to exceed twenty fold of the prices current through 
the various seasons of the year 1774. 

Articles imported from foreign parts to be in due proportion 
with labor and the articles as above stated, making a proper 
allowance for freight, insurance, and other charges.’ 

Salt and military stores, whether of home manufacture or 
imported from abroad, to be excepted from limitation of 
price. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several states to 
enact strict laws against engrossing and withholding, and 
to take the necessary measures for having the same carried 
into full execution.’ 


'This paragraph was postponed, but passed after amendment in language. 
2 The entries are resumed by Charles Thomson. 
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Resolved, That the voluntary agreements and assoctations formed 
in divers parts of these States by the merchants, traders and other 
citizens, for adopting, by general consent, and under 
Previous question the authority of the laws, proper expedients to prevent 
the advance of prices, and to appreciate the paper 

currency, are highly laudable. 


Resolved, That the proceedings of the commissioners from 
the eastern states to New York inelusive, at their meeting in 
Hartford, in Connecticut, on the 20th of October last, discover 
a generous attention to the public good, and are well calcu- 
lated to promote the same: it is nevertheless expected that no 
time will be lost in giving effect to these resolutions, as the 
same general purpose may thereby be attained, and at an 
earlier period. 


And whereas, it is hereby recommended that the article of Salt be 
left unlimited in the price, which is of indispensible necessity to all 
ranks of people, and often difficult to be procured; 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the well disposed and publick 
spirited citizens of these States, who are blessed with plenty and 
affluence, and particulary to those who inhabit in or 
near to towns, cities and other places of trade, to form 
voluntary associations for procuring a plentiful supply 
of the said article, and for reducing the price thereof, that the poor 
may be furnished therewith on the most reasonable terms. 


Previous question 
carried 


Resolved, That all officers and agents employed in making 
purchases for the Unted States, be directed to conform strictly 
to all regulations that are or may be established in the several 
states: 

That all such as purchase on commission be allowed the same on 
such sums only as the articles by them purchased would amount 

to at the rated prices; and that they be allowed a 
Previous questlon 


carrled commission of five per cent on all savings made by 
purchasing under such prices 


That accounts be kept and returns made by all persons 


employed to make purehases in behalf of the United States, 
or to hire vessels, carriages, or men, for the service of the 
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same, of the prices by them respectively given in such states 
as shall not, before the first day of February, 1780, pass laws 
for the limitation of prices agreeable to the recommendation 
contained in the foregoing resolutions; to the intent that such 
states as shall have neglected to pass laws for the purposes 
aforesaid, may respectively be charged in the public accounts 
with the aggregate amount of the difference of prices paid 
from and after the said first day of February, 1780, in such 
states and those in which such laws may have been enacted.’ 

The last resolution reported by the committee being read, 
Viz. 

“That it be recommended to the legislatures of the several 
states to revise their laws for making the paper currency a 
tender in the payment of debts, and so to frame them that 
injustice to creditors or debtors may be prevented;’’* and an 
amendment being moved by Mr. [John] Witherspoon, sec- 
onded by Mr. [James] Forbes, by adding the words “‘and that 
the injustice which has already taken place may be remedied, 
as far as may be practicable:” 

A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by 
Mr. [John] Mathews, that the consideration of that part of the 
report and the amendment be postponed ; 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [James] 
Forbes, 











New Hampshire, | Rhode Island, 
Mr. Peabody, ay | ae Mr. Marchant, no } no 
Langdon, no "| Connecticut, 
Massachusetts Bay, Mr. Huntington, no 
Mr. Gerry, ay Sherman, no ; no 
Lovell, ay | : Root, no 
Holten, ay ay | New York, 
Partridge, ay Mr. Schuyler, ay div 
Lewis, no 


'This paragraph, in the writing of Philip Schuyler, is on folio 39. 
2'This report, in the writing of William Churchill Houston, is in the Papers of the 
Continental Congress, No. 26, folio 41. 
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New Jersey, Virginia, 
Mr. Witherspoon, ay Mr. Griffin, no } * 
Seudder, ay North Carolina, 
Fell, no { *Y Mr. Harnett, ay 
Houston, ay Sharpe, ay - 
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, 
Mr. Searle, ay Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 
Muhlenberg, AY } ay 
Shippen, ay 
Maryland, 
Mr. Plater, ay | 3: 
Forbes, 10 ON: 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

Resolved, That the report of the Medical Committee on the 
hospital staff be postponed till to morrow, and that the same 
be taken into consideration immediately after reading the 
journal. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 1779. 


Mr. J[ames] M‘Clene, a delegate for the State of Pensyl- 
vania, attended and took his seat in Congress. 

Mr. Robert R. Livingston, a delegate for the State of New 
York, attended and produced the credentials of his appoint- 
ment, which were read, as follows: 


STATE OF NEw York, 
In Senate, Oetober 15th, 1779. 

Resolved, that this Senate do concur with the honble. the House 
of Assembly in their Resolution on the Subject of “appointing a 
Delegate from this State in General Congress for the present Year, 
in the stead of the honble. John Jay, Esqr, appointed Minister from 
the United States to the Court of Madrid.” 

Resolved, that this Senate do concur with the honble. the house of 
Assembly ‘‘ that a special Occasion does now exist on which the Chan- 
cellor and Judges of the Supreme Court may be elected Delegates to 
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the General Congress: And that, of the Chancellor and Judges of the 
Supreme Court, one should on this Occasion be eleeted a Delegate to 
continue in Office until the first Day of April next.” 

Resolved, if the honble. the House of Assembly concur herein, 
that if any Question be put in Congress when only one of the Delegates 
of this State shall be present, the Vote of such Delegate on the 
Question shall be the Vote of this State: Provided always that the 
Attendance of three of the said Delegates, as required by the former 
Resolutions of the Senate and Assembly, be considered in full foree, 

Ordered, that Mr. Van Sehaick carry a Copy of the aforegoing Resolu- 
tions to the honble. the House of Assembly. 

October 18th. 

A Message of the honble. the House of Assembly, by Mr. Pell and 
Mr. Purdy, was received; informing, “that they concur with this 
Senate in the Resolution of the 15th Instant authorizing any one of 
the Delegates of this State, present in Congress, when a Question 
shall be put, to give the Vote of this State.” 

Resolved, that the honble. Philip Sehuyler, Esquire, be and hereby 
is declared duly nominated and appointed a Delegate from this State 
in the Congress of the United States of America, in the stead of the 
honble. John Jay, Esquire, for the present Year. 

Resolved, that the honble. Robert R. Livingston, Esquire, Chan- 
eellor of this State, be and hereby is deelared duly nominated and 
appointed a Delegate, on the present special Oceasion, from this 
State in the Congress of the United States of America; to continue 
in his said Office of Delegate until the first Day of April next. 

By Order of the Senate. 

PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT, President. 

Attest: 

Rosert Benson, Clerk.! 


Congress took into consideration the report of the Medical 
Committee on the hospital staff; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the director general, deputy directors general, 
the assistant deputy directors, the physicians and surgeons 
general of the hospitals and army, the senior surgeons, the 
second or junior surgeons, the apothecaries general and 


1 The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, New York, Credentials of 
Delegates. 
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apothecaries mates or assistants, the hospital chaplains, 
regimental surgeons and mates, mates of the military hos- 
pitals, commissaries, assistant commissaries, pay masters and 
stewards of the hospital, who shall have been in the service 
for the space of one year, and are at present employed in the 
same, shall each be entitled annually to draw cloathing from 
the stores of the cloathier general, in the same manner and 
under the same regulations as are established for officers of 
the line by a resolution of Congress of the 26 day of Novem- 
ber, 1777. 

Resolved, That until the further order of Congress, the 
following officers of the military hospital shall be entitled to 
subsistence, in like manner as is granted to officers of the 
line by a resolution of the 18th day of August last, and in the 
following proportions, viz. each deputy director general, 500 
dollars per month; each assistant deputy director, 400 dollars; 
each physician general and surgeon general, 500 dollars; 
each physician and surgeon general, 500 dollars; each senior 
surgeon, 400 dollars; each junior surgeon, 300 dollars; each 
apothecary general, 400 dollars; each apothecary’s assistant 
or mate, 100 dollars; each commissary, 300 dollars; each 
commissary’s assistant, 200 dollars; each clerk, who is to be 
pay master, 200 dollars; each steward, 100 dollars; each 
chaplain, 400 dollars; 

The same to commence from the 18 day of August last. 


Fatt tt Ht Ht ete tie tet tet tre 
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Resolved, That all mates necessarily employed in the mili- 
tary hospital or army shall, during service, be entitled to the 
same subsistence as is given to regimental mates, viz. 100 
dollars per month. 

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be re-com- 
mitted. 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 17 
October last, from Mr. P[hilip] Schuyler, brought in a report: 

Ordered, 'That it be taken into consideration on Tuesday 
next. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 1779 


The committee appointed to correspond with the com- 
manding officer of the southern department, laid before Con- 
gress a letter of 24 October from Major General Lincoln, 
which was read, together with a list of articles wanted for the 
southern department: 

Ordered, ‘That the list enclosed be referred to the Board of 
War, and that the Board order as many of the said articles 
as can be spared, consistent with the general service, to be 
sent with all despatch to the southern department. 

Ordered, ‘That the Marine Committee give every assistance 
in their power in forwarding stores and troops to South 
Carolina. 

A petition of Captain John Palfrey, a prisoner, was read: 

Ordered, That the petitioner be permitted on parole to 
proceed to Boston, and that his petition be referred to the 
council of the said State, to take order thereon. 

A letter, of this day, from W. Palfrey, pay master general, 
was read, enclosing a copy of a letter, of 2, from Mr. Clay, 
his deputy, in the southern department; and of one, of 4th, 
from J[ohn] Boreman, another deputy for the western depart- 
ment: 
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Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

A letter, of 8, from Belcher P. Smith, was read:? 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury: 

A letter, of 4, and one, of 7th, from J. Adams; the latter 
accompanied with copies of the letters written by the com- 
missioners in France while he resided there;? also a, letter, 
of 9th, from F. Dana, were read, signifying their acceptance 
of the ofhces to which Congress have appointed them. 

A letter, of 19th, from George Morgan, was read: 

Resolved, That the Medical Committee be instructed to 
revise the several resolutions passed respecting the hospital 
department, and to digest and arrange them with such 
amendments as may make the whole consistent with and 
conformable to the alterations made by Congress in the 
original system, and report the same to Congress. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the Committee 
of Commerce, in the room of Mr. [Henry] Laurens and Mr. 
[Francis] Lewis, who are absent: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin and Mr. [Cor- 
nelius] Harnett. 

According to order, Congress took into consideration the 
report of the committee on ways and means, and after 
debate, 

Ordered, Vhat it be referred to a committee of the whole. 

Resolved, That to morrow immediately after reading the 
journals, Congress be resolved into a committee of the whole, 
to consider the said report, unless the President shall have 
received dispatches of such importance as in his opinion 
ought first to be read. 


1 Palfrey’s letter is in the Papers of ihe Continental Congress, No. 165, folio 535; the 
enclosures are on folios 539 and 541; the letter of Smith, in No. 78, XX, folio 469. 

* The Adams letters are printed in the Diplomatic Correspondence of the American 
Revolution (Wharton), IIT, 399, 40+. 
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The Board of War, to whom was referred the memorial of 
the Baron de Bonstellen, brought in a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Congress have a due sense of the zeal of the 
Baron de Bonstellen for the service of the United States; 
but that it is not compatible with the present arrangement 
of the army to employ him in a station suited to his military 
pretensions, nor consistent with the principles established 
for rank and promotion therein, to grant him the brevet he 
requests. 

That nevertheless, in consideration of the great expences he has 
incurred in performing a voyage from Europe to these States, and 
while residing here, with a view of employing his military talents in 
their service, a passage be provided for the said Baron de Bonstellen 
and his servant, from hence to France, at the charge of these States, 
and that the Marme Committee be, and they are hereby directed to 
provide such passage accordingly.’ 

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be referred to 
the Marine Committee, to take order thereon. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. [Henry] Marchant, delegate for the State of Rhode 
island, on his application, for six thousand dollars; for which 
the said State is to be accountable. 

That on the application of the Board of War a warrant 
issue on the treasurer, in favour of Joseph Carleton, pay- 
master of the said Board, for one million dollars, to enable 
them to continue their purchases of cloathing requisite for 
the army; for which sum the said Joseph Carleton is to be 
accountable.” 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


' This report, dated November 19, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
147, 11, folio 613. 

° This report, datea November 22, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, IIT, folio 825. 
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TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1779 


The President laid before Congress a letter, of July 6, 
from Mr. Van der Capellan to Governor Trumbull, of Con- 
necticut, which the governor had transmitted to him for 
this purpose: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee of 
the whole. 

According to order, Congress was resolved into a com- 
mittee of the whole, and after some time the President 
resumed the chair, and Mr. [George] Plater reported, that 
the committee have had under consideration the report of 
the committee on ways and means, and come to a resolu- 
tion thereon, which he was directed to report: but not 
having come to a conclusion desire leave to sit again: 

Resolved, That on Thursday next Congress be resolved 
into a committee of the whole to consider farther the re- 
port of the committee on ways and means: 

The report being read, 

“That bills of exchange be drawn on Mr. J. Jay, to the 
amount of one hundred thousand pounds sterling, and on 
Mr. Henry Laurens to the amount of one hundred thousand 
pounds sterling, payable at six months sight; and that the 
same be sold at the current rate of exchange.” 

A division was called for, and that the first question be, 
that bills of exchange be drawn on Mr. J. Jay, to the amount 
of £100,000 sterling, payable at six months sight; and that 
the same be sold at the current rate of exchange. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [James] 
Yorbes, 
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New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody ay Say Mr. Searle, ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Shippen, ay } ay 

Mr. Gerry ne M‘Lene, ay 
Lovell, ay |. Maryland, 

Holten, ay 2 Mr. Plater, ay ! di 
Partridge, no Forbes, no {© 
Connecticut, North Carolina, 

Mr. Huntington, ay Mr. Harnett, ay| 
Sherman, no ; no Sharpe, ay | 
Root, no South Carolina, 

New York, Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 

Mr. Schuyler, ay 
Livingston, ay y 

New Jersey, 

Mr. Witherspoon, ny 
Scudder, ay 
Fell, no { * 

Houston, ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

The question was taken on the second part: resolved in 
the affirmative.’ 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to 
report on the manner of carrying the above resolution into 
effect: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, Mr. 
[John] Mathews and Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 

Resolved, That a member be appointed to the Board of 
War, in the room of Mr. [Samuel] Atlee: 

The member chosen, Mr. R[obert] R. Livingston. 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be authorized to 
appoint cne or more special commissioners of accounts in 
conjunction with any one or two of the commissioners 
already appointed, to proceed to Maryland, in order to settle 
such public accounts as the said Board shall direct. 

Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


‘Statements, prepared in January, 1780, and showing the manner in which those 
bills were disposed of among the different States, are in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 34, folios 39, 51, 65, 71, and 73. 
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1779 


The delegates of Connecticut laid before Congress their 
credentials, which were read, as follows: 


At a general Assembly of the Governor and Company of the State 
of Connecticut in America, holden [at! Hartford, in said State, on 
the second Thursday of October, Anno Domini, 1779. 

Resolved by this Assembly, that the Delegates chosen to represent 
this State, in the Congress of the United States for the current 
Year, ending on the first Monday of November next, shall continue 
to represent this State in said Congress, with the same Powers, 
Privileges and Instruetions, as were given them for the current 
Year, until the first Day of March next. 

A true Copy of Record, 

examined By Grorce WyL ys, Secretary.' 


The delegates of New Hampshire laid before Congress the 
credentials of their appointment, which were read, as follows: 


STaTE OF New Hampsuire. 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
November 3d, 1779. 
Voted, That Woodbury Langdon, Esquire, and Nathaniel Peabody, 
Esquire, the Delegates for this State at the Continental Congress, or 
Either of them in the Absence of the Other, have ful! power to 
represent this State in the Continental Congress, until released, or 
recalled by order of the General Assembly of this State. 
Sent up for Concurrence, 
Joun Lanapon, Speaker. 
In Council the same day, read and concurred 
KX. Tuompson, Secretary. 
Copy Examined by IX. Thompson, Secretary.’ 


A letter, of this day from Don Juan de Miralles, was read 3° 


'The original ts in the Papers of the Continental Congress, Connecticut, Credentials 
of Delegates. 

*The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, New Hampshire, Cre- 
dentials of Delegates. 

7A copy of this letter is in the Washington Papers, Letters to Washington, 32, 
folio 387. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Philip] 
Schuyler, and Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

A letter, of 6 October, from W. Bingham at Martinique, 
was read, with sundry papers enclosed: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of 
three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, Mr. 
[Roger] Sherman, and Mr. [Henry] Marchant. 

Three letters, of 28 July, 1779, from Amsterdam, with 
two papers enclosed, were read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee of 
Foreign Affairs. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the said com- 
mittee: 

The members chosen, Mr [William Churchill] Houston and 
Mr (Robert R.] Livingston. 

A letter, of 23, from the Board of War, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee to 
take order thereon, and that the quarter master be dis- 
charged from procuring a vessel to forward stores to South 
Carolina, as directed by the resolution of the 11th instant. 

A petition from John Burrows, was read, enclosing sundry 
papers: 

Ordered, That it be transmitted to the commissary gen- 
eral of prisoners. 

On petition of John Palfrey, 

Resolved, That the order of the 22d on his former petition 
be reconsidered and repealed, and that the said petition be 
referred to the president and supreme executive council of 
Pensylvania to take order thereon. 

A letter, of 22d, from Doctor J. Morgan, was read?’ 


1The Palfrey petition is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, V1, 
folio 232; the Morgan letter, in No. 63, folio 143. 
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Ordered, That the same be transmitted to the Commander 
in Chief, Doctor Shippen being first furnished with a copy 
thereof. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought In a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. N{athaniel] Scudder, one of the delegates for the 
state of New Jersey, on his application, for five hundred 
dollars; for which the said State is to be accountable: 

That on the application of Charles Pettit, assistant 
quarter master general, a warrant issue on Gerard Bancker, 
Esq. treasurer of the State of New York, in favour of Major 
General Greene, Q. M. G. for six hundred and seventeen 
thousand dollars, being part of the monies raised in the 
said State for the use of the United States, to be paid to 
Colonel Morgan Lewis, deputy Q. M. G. at Albany, for the 
use of the department; for which sum Major General Greene 
is to be accountable.’ 

A report from J. Gibson, auditor general, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow.’ 


THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 1779 


The committee on the quarter masters and commissary’s 
department laid before Congress a letter, of 24, from Chal- 
oner and White, assistant purchasing commissaries, which 
was read: ° 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 


This report, dated November 23, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 136, III, folio $33. 

7A letter of Governor Livingston, dated November 22, is in the Papers of the Con- 
tinental Congress, No. 68, folio 483, and is endorsed as having been read on this day. 

* This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, V, folio 425. 
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A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 
Congress came to the following resolutions: 

Whereas Congress, by sundry resolutions, have provided 
that cloathing be furnished to officers of the line and others 
at prices proportioned to their pay; but no enumeration of 
the articles intended to be comprehended in a suit of cloaths, 
having been made or any rules explicitly laid down for the 
delivery of, or payment for the same: 

Resolved, That the following articles be delivered as a suit 
of cloaths for the current and every succeeding year of their 
service, to the officers of the line and staff, entitled by any 
resolution of Congress to receive the same, viz. 

One hat, one watch coat, one body coat, four vests, one for 
winter and three for summer, four pair of breeches, two for 
winter and two for summer, four shirts, four stocks, six pair 
of stockings, three pair thereof worsted and three of thread, 
four pair of shoes. 

For which articles of cloathing the officers shall pay, on 
receipt thereof, one half more than the prices at which the 
same were currently sold before the commencement of hos- 
tilities in April, 1775; and for this end, the purchasing agents 
employed on continental account shall transmit to the 
cloathier general, with the cloathing they shall respectively 
purchase, the prices marked thereon at the rates aforesaid, 
and also correct invoices of the same, and copies of such rates 
and invoices, to the Board of War. And all cloathing pur- 
chased on continental account by the respective states shall 
be valued, marked and invoiced in like manner, and copies of 
such invoices and rates also transmitted to the Board of War 
and the cloathier general: the cloathing so purchased shall be 
distributed to and among the sub or state cloathiers, to be 
issued by them to the regimental cloathiers, and by the latter 
to the officers of the regiments and corps; and the said regi- 
mental cloathiers shall receive from the officers, on delivery of 
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the cloathing, the prices thereof so fixed; and they shall every 
three months settle their accounts of monies received for 
cloathing with the auditors of the army in which they shall 
serve, and pay the monies which in such settlements shall 
be found chargeable to them or in their hands, to the pay 
master general or deputy pay master general of the army or 
detachment in which such regimental cloathiers shall serve. 
And the said pay master general or deputy pay master general 
shall make returns of the amount of all such monies so 
received to the Board of Treasury, that the said pay master 
general or deputy pay master general may be duly charged 
with the same. The auditors making such settlements with 
the regimental cloathiers, shall transmit to the pay master or 
deputy pay master general abstracts of such settlements, 
specifying the balances due from the regimental cloathiers 
respectively, that in cases of neglect, they may be duly called 
on for payment of the same: copies of such abstracts shall also 
be transmitted to the Board of Treasury. Excepting from 
this rule of distribution all staff officers not taken from the 
line, who are to reccive their cloathing immediately from the 
cloathier general; or, if attached to the corps of or residing in 
any State at a distance from the cloathier general’s store, 
from the sub-cloathier of such State; paying for the same at 
the rates aforesaid. And all monies so received by the 
cloathier general or sub or state cloathiers, shall be placed to 
the credit of the United States, and accounts thereof duly 
transmitted to the Board of Treasury. The cloathier general 
to be charged in the settlement of his contingent account with 
the monies so received, and the sub or state cloathiers to be 
accountable for and pay the monies received by them, to the 
order of the executive of the State appointing them respec- 
tively; and the State to be charged in its cloathing account 
with the amount of such monies. [Excepting also all staff 
officers who receive cominissions on their expenditures of 
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public monies, who are not to receive any cloathing provided 
at continental expence. 

That all cloathing issued to non-commissioned officers and 
soldiers, inlisted artificers and waggoners, beyond that 
allowed to them asa bounty, shall also be valued and paid for 
at the rate before mentioned; but nonon-commissioned officer, 
soldier, waggoner or artificer, shall be entitled to purchase in 
any one year, out of the public store, any other additional 
articles than those of hats, hose, shirts and shoes, and not 
more of these than are absolutely necessary, and not exceed- 
ing the number of the like articles allowed as their bounty 
cloathing. 

That all the cloathing before-mentioned for officers in the 
line and soldiers, shall be issued on returns certified by the 
commanding officer of the corps to which they belong; all 
cloathing to staff officers on the certificates of their principal 
with the army or in thedistrict within which they shall serve; 
to artificers, on the certificate of the commanding officer of 
their corps; and to waggoners on the certificate of the quarter 
master general, one of the assistant quarter masters general 
or of the deputy quarter master general employing them, or 
of the waggon master general or deputy waggon master gen- 
eral under whom they serve. 

That no staff officer, artificer or waggoner, not being 
engaged for at least one year, shall receive cloathing; and if 
any such officer, artificer or waggoner, being engaged for one 
year or more, after receipt of such cloathing, shall quit the 
service before the expiration of the term for which he or they 
are or shall be engaged, he or they shall forfeit and pay the 
full value of such cloathing, and be subject to all other penal- 
ties and inconveniences attending his or their breach of con- 
tract, or desertion.’ 


'This report, dated November 23 (present, Col. Pickering and Mr. Peters), is in 
the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 617. 
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Congress proceeded to the election of a commissioner of the 
Board of Treasury; and, the ballots being taken, 

John Gibson was elected. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by 
Mr. [Roger] Sherman, in the following words: 

“Whereas it may be highly injurious to the interests of 
these United States, to permit candidates for public offices 
to vote in or otherwise influence their own elections: 

Resolved, That Congress will not appomt any member 
thereof during the time of his sitting, or within six months 
after he shal] have been in Congress, to any office under the 
said states for which he or any other for his benefit may 
receive any salary, fees or other emolument.”’ 

Whereupon, it was moved by Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, 
seconded by Mr. [James] Searle, to postpone the considera- 
tion thereof: 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [EI- 
bridge] Gerry, 


New Hampshire, 


New Jersey, 





Mr. Peabody, no } no ! Mr. Seudder, no 
Massachusetts Bay, | Fell, ay tay 
Mr. Gerry, no Ifouston, ay 
Lovell, no | Pennsylvama, 
Holten, no f° Mr. M‘Lene, no | no 
Partridge, ho Maryland, 
Rhode Island, Mr. Plater, ny | 
Mr. Marehant, no } no Forbes, Ly | 
Connecticut, Virginia, 
Mr. Huntington, no Mr. Griffin, no }* 
Sherman, no | no | North Carolina, 
Root, AY Mr. Harnett no 
New York, | Sharpe, no | a 
Mr. Schuyler, ly | ee South Carolina, 
Livingston, rida [Ss Mr. Mathews no } no 


So it passed in the negative. 
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A motion was made by Mr. [Philip] Schuyler, seconded by 
Mr. [William] Sharpe, after the words ‘in Congress,’ to 
insert the words “unless he shall have been deprived of his 
seat by the act of the legislature of the State which he 
represented.” 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Na- 
thaniel] Peabody, 








New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
Mr. Peabody, no } no Mr. Fell, no 
Massachusetts Bay, Houston, no se 
Mr. Gerry, no Pennsylvama, 
Lovell, no Mr. Shippen, no 
Holten, no | 7° M‘Lene, no | 
Partridge, no Maryland, 
Rhode Island, Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Marchant, no } no Forbes, ay | ay 
Connecticut, Virgima, 
Mr. Huntington, no Mr. Grifhn, no }* 
Sherman, no}no | North Carolina, 
Root, ay Mr. Harnett, no | 3: 
New York, Sharpe, = a 
Mr. Sehuyler, ay) | South Carolina, 
Livingston, ay “2 Mr. Mathews, no } no 





So it passed in the negative. 

A motion was made by Mr. [Philip] Schuyler, seconded 
by Mr. [Wilham] Sharpe, to add to the original motion as 
follows, ‘‘unless to the office of ambassador, plenipotentiary 
or envoy to a foreign state, and unless to the office of a 
commissioner to negotiate a foreign loan.”’ 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
[Nathaniel] Peabody, 


New Hampshire, Rhode Island, 
Mr. Peabody, no } no Mr. Marchant, no } no 
Massachusetts Bay, Connecticut, 
Mr. Gerry, no Mr. Huntington, no 
Lovell, ee Sherman, no } no 
Holten, no Root, ay 


Partridge, ay 
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New York, | Maryland, 
Mr. Schuyler, | Mr. Plater, ay | div 
Livingston, ay y Forbes, no 
New Jersey, | Varginia, 
Mr. Fell, ay | div. | Mr. Griffin, ay }* 
Houston, no °| North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Harnett, ay je. 
Mr. Shippen, no Sharpe, ay . 
M‘Lene, no {| @° | South Carolina, 
Mr. Mathews, no } no 


So it passed in the negative. 

The previous question was then moved by Mr. [Samuel] 
Holten, seconded by Mr. [Henry] Marchant. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
[Elbridge] Gerry, 








New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
Mr. Peabody, no } no Mr. Fell, ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Houston, ay ny 
Mr. Gerry, no Pennsylvama, 
Lovell, a Mr. Shippen, SNe eee 
Holten, nd he M‘Lene, ae | aly. 
Partridge, no Maryland, 
Rhode Island, Mr. Plater, ele 
Mr. Marchant, ay }ay | Forbes, ay | ~ 
Connecticut, Virginia, 
Mr. {luntington, ay Mr. Griffin, no }* 
Sherman, no;ay | North Carolina, 
Root, ay Mr. Harnett, ay ! pee 
New York, Sharpe, ay Y 
Mr. Schuyler, ay | aa South Carolina, 
Livingston, ay} - Mr. Mathews, no f¢ no 


So it passed in the affirmative, and the main question was 
set aside. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Richard Philips, steward of the President of Congress, for 
two thousand dollars; for which he is to be accountable. 
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That on the application of the Medical Committee, the fol- 
lowing warrants issue in favour of Doctor Isaac Forster, 
deputy director general of the eastern department, amount- 
ing to one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, for the use of 
his department; for which he is to be accountable, viz: 

One on the treasurer for twenty thousand dollars; one on 
the commissioner of the continental loan office for the State of 
Massachusetts bay, for one hundred and thirty thousand 
dollars: 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
J[ohn] Witherspoon, one of the delegates for the State of 
New Jersey, on his application, for sixteen hundred dollars; 
for which the said State is to be accountable.’ 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 4, from 
J. Beatty, commissary of prisoners, brought in a report: ” 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Saturday next. 

The committee, to whom was referred the extract of a 
letter from the navy board to the Marine Committee, brought 
in a report, which was read. 

The committee, to whom was referred an extract of a letter from 
the Navy Board of the Middle District to the Marine Committee, of 
the 7th instant, respecting James Anderson, beg leave to report: 

That, whereas Congress on the 9th of February, 1779, resolved, that 
it be recommended to the several states to enact laws for the most 
speedy and effectual recovery of debts due to the United States of 
America, but no provision is made thereby, how such suits shall be 
instituted, or by whom, 

Resolved, That the name and stile of these united States be The 
United States of America, and that they be so described in all actions 
or Suits brought by them for the recovery of any debt or damage. 

That the Board of Treasury be authorised to appoint from time to 
time an attourney or attourmies to prosecute Suits or actions in the 
name of the United States of America, as the case may require. 

! This report, dated November 23, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 


136, III, folio 829. 
? Printed under December 1, 1779, p. 1337, post. 
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That the Navy Board be directed to make enquiry into the charge 
against James Anderson for selling the hemp belonging to the publie, 
and thereupon advise the State Attourney with respect to his bemg 
further prosecuted or not, as they shall judge proper.' 


The committee on the quarter master’s and commissary’s 
department, to whom was referred a letter from E. Blaine, 
brought in a report: 


The Committee on the Commissary and Quarter Master General’s 
department, to whom was referred the Memorial of Colonel Ephraim 
Blaine, D. C. General of purehases, beg leave to report, 

That they are elearly of opinion the method practised for purehas- 
ing provisions for the army and fleet of these States and of our Ally, 
tends directly to exeite a competition, enhance the price and retard 
and embarrass that whole business, Whereupon 

Resolved That the Commissary Gencral be directed immediately to 
furnish an estimate of the provision wanted for the ensuing year for 

the armies and fleets of these States, and of our Ally, 
Postponed in order that Congress may determine the quantity of 
provision each State shall furnish. 

Resolved, That thereupon it be recommended to the several States 
to take effeetual measures to procure the quantities of provision 

required of them respeetively, and to deliver the same 
Postponed to the Commissary General on aceount and for the 
use of the United States, in such time and manner as 

he shall direct. 

That no purehasers of provision on publie account be allowed in any 
of the States but such as are employed by and have a 
license from the executive powers of such State. 

And that all provision wanted by our Ally be regularly and timely 
delivered by the Commissary General to the order of 
the French Agent or Consul out of the stores provided as 


Postponed 


Postponed 


aforesaid. 

That the Commissary General confer with the Freneli Consul or 
Agent respecting the supphes of provision that may be wanted for 
our Ally. That the Commissary Gen! transmit to the Treasury 


' This report, in the writing of Jesse Root, is in the Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, No. 19, I, folio 77. It ig endorsed ‘‘ August 24, 1781. Not to be acted upon.”’ 
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board every six months an account of the provision 
Postponed received from the respective States, and also of the 

provisons shall deliver as aforesaid for the use of 
our Ally.! 

Ordered, That the same be taken into consideration on 
Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. [Henry] Marchant, seconded by Mr. 
[Jesse] Root, 

Resolved, That the arieus departments of+he ert staff 
belongire tothe army of the quarter master general and of 
the commissaries general of purchases and issues, be for the 
future under the superintendency and direction of the Board 
of War, and that the committee of Congress on those depart- 
ments deliver over to the Board of War all papers in their 
hands respecting them, and thereupon be discharged. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1779 


A letter, of 18, and one, of 20, from General Washington, 
were read: ° 

Ordered, That the letter, of 18, be referred to a committee 
of five: 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Mathews, Mr. [Philip] 
Schuyler, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, and 
Mr. [William Churchill] Houston. 

Ordered, That the report of the committee, to whom was 
referred the report of the Board of War on the construction 
of the resolution of March 15, 1779, be referred to the fore- 
going committee. 


1 This report, in the writing of Jesse Root, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 19, I, folio 365. See under December 2, p. 1343, post. 

2 These letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, folios 175, 
181. The first is printed in the Writings of Washington (Yord), VIII, 110. 
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Ordered, That the letter, of 20th, be referred to the com- 
mittee appointed to correspond with the commanding 
officer of the southern department. 

A letter, of this day, from J. Gibson, was read, accepting 
the office of commissioner of the Board of Treasury." 

The Committee on the Treasury brought i a report; 
Whereupon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. Nfathaniel] Peabody, one of the delegates for the State 
of New Hampshire, on his application, for five thousand 
dollars; for which the said State ts to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
J{esse] Root, one of the delegates for the State of Connecticut, 
on his application, for two thousand dollars; for which the 
said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of W. Kin- 
nah, copper plate printer to the United States, for fifteen 
hundred dollars; for which he is to be accountable.’ 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the returns for cloathing for officers in the 
medical staff, (@egimental surgeons and their mates, who are 
to draw with the regimental staff, excepted) be signed by 
the director general or the physician general and surgeon 
general of the district, and such cloathing shall be delivered 
either by the cloathier general, or any sub-cloathier in the 
State in which the officer to receive cloathing shall reside, as 
is provided in the cases of other staff officers not taken from 
the line: 

That no cloathing shall be sold or delivered to non- 
commissioned officers or soldiers beyond the articles they 
have received as their bounty, until the whole of the army 


! This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congrcss, No. 78, X, folio 179. 
* This report, dated November 26, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, ITI, folio 841. 
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shall have received their bounty cloathimg, it being the 
intention hereof that the surplus only shall be disposed of." 

Mr. [James] Forbes desires that Mr. Stone, whom he put 
in nomination to be appointed a commissioner of the Board 
of War, be withdrawn, he being appointed one of the council 
of the State of Maryland. 

Mr. [George] Plater communicated to the house an extract 
of a letter: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to a committee of three 
to enquire into the intelligence contained in the said extract. 

The members chosen, Mr. [George] Plater, Mr. [Wiliam 
Churchill] Houston, and Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody. 

On motion of Mr. [Philip] Schuyler, seconded by Mr. 
John] Mathews, 

Resolved, That when any committee appointed by Con- 
gress have prepared their report, the same shall be delivered 
to the secretary at the table, who shall immediately endorse 
thereon the day of dehvery, and if more than one are deliv- 
ered on the same day, the first shall be endorsed No. 1, the 
second No. 2, and so on, to the intent that on the following 
day, after the journals, and any despatches which may have 
been received, and the reports from the Board of Treasury 
and Board of War are severally read, decided upon or 
postponed, the reports of the committees may be read in 
the order of the dates and numbers endorsed on them. 

That all reports which have been already delivered to the Presi- 
dent, shall be taken up in the order in which they were 


A 
ck delivered, and before any others that may here after 


be delivered.’ 


The committee appointed to correspond with the com- 
manding officer of the southern department, to whom was 
referred the letter, of 20, from General Washington, brought 
in a report, which was read. 


1 This report, dated November 25, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
147, II, folio 621. 

? This motion, in the writing of Philip Schuyler, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 36, LV, folio 351. 
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The Committee appointed to correspond with General Lincoln and 
to whom was referred the letter of the 20 inst, from General Wash- 
ington, Report, 

That General Washington be informed the North Carolina Brigade 
alone will by no means be a sufficient reinforcement for the defence 
of the Southern department; and that unless farther aid can be imme- 
diately sent to General Lincoln, the total loss of the two States of 
South Carolina and Georgia will in all probability follow. It is there- 
fore become indispensably necessary to detach a larger part of the 
Continental forces to the aid of Southern department. 

Therefore, Resolved, That General Washington be directed to order 
one thousand men in addition to North Carolina troops to proceed 
immediately to jom General Lincoln. And that the Commander in 
Chief be authorized to order out the militia of the States of Pennsyl- 
vania, New Jersey and New York, (if he shall think it necessary) not 
exceeding 1500 men to supply the place of the troops ordered to the 
Southward.! 


The committee appointed to report on the resolutions, of 
23, delivered in a report; 


The Committee appointed to report the manner in which the res- 
olution of the [23] day of November, instant, relative to the drawing 
bills of Exchange on M? Jay and M! Lawrence shall be carried into 
execution, report the following resolutions: 

1. Lesolved, That the bills be prepared under the direction of the 
Board of Treasury, and with such checks as they may devise to pre- 
vent counterfeits, and be signed by the Treasurer of Loans. 

2" Resolved, That a proportion of the Bills, to the amount of 
seventy thousand pounds stirling, be remitted by the Board of Treas- 
ury to the Continental Comnmnssioner of Loans at Bos- 
ton, thirty-five thousand of which to be drawn upon 
M? Jay, and the remainder upon M! Lawrence. 

3° Resolved, That a proportion of the said bills to the amount of 
thirty thousand pounds stirling, be remitted by the Board of Treas- 
ury to the Continental Commissioner of Loans for the 
State of South Carolina, at Charlestown, fifteen thou- 
sand pounds of which to be drawn upon M* Jay, the remainder upon 
M* Lawrence. 


Postponed 


Postponed 


‘This report, in the writing of John Mathews, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 283. The report was rocommitted on the 27th. 
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4 Resolved, That bills for the residue ef the money to be drawn 
for be placed in the hands of the Treasurer of Loans 
at Philadelphia. 

5" Resolved, That the said Treasurer, and the said Commissioners 
of loans for the States of Massachusetts Bay and South Carolina 
respectively, shall be empowered to dispose of the said 
bills at the current price, or at such price as the Board 
of Treasury shall from time to time direct. 

Resolved, That the person or persons disposing of such bills be 
directed to take a duplicate receipt or certificate from the purchasers, 
which certificate shall express the marks and numbers of the bills, 
the amount of the sum mentioned therein, and the consideration for 
which they were sold, one of which certificates shall be transmitted 
to the Treasury, and the other retained by the said loan officers 
respectively. 

6. Resolved, That the said several persons report weekly, or by 
every post, to the Board of Treasury the current 
rate of exchange at the several places at which they 


Postponed 


Postponed 


Postponed 


reside. 

7 That the Board of Treasury may at their discretion suspend 
the sale of such bills, or report to Congress their reasons for so doing, 
that they may receive their directions thereon. 

S That the Committee of Foreign affairs be directed to write to 
M" Jay and M* Lawrence informing them of the drafts that will be 
made upon them, and explaining fully the reasons that urge Congress 
to draw, directing them to keep up a mutual correspondence and to 
afford each other every assistance in procuring the money to pay the 
bills. 

9 Resolved, That 4 pr cent on monies received in payment for the 
sald bills shall be allowed to the persons intrusted with the sale 
thereof.! 


Also the committee, to whom was referred the memorial 
of Mr. Simitiere, delivered in a report. 

The Committee, to whom was Referred the Memorial of Pierre 
Eugene du Simitiére, of the 22 July last, report: 

That they have considered the subject of the said Memorial and 
have been frequently addressed by the Memorialist, who has given 


' This report, in the writing of Robert R. Livingston, is in the Papers of the Conti- 
nental Congress, No. 26, folio 91. It was in part adopted November 29. 
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them a full explanation of the design and extent of his work, and of 
the plan he proposes in the conduct and execution of it, a sketch of 
which is herewith enclosed for the inspection of Congress. 

That they have carefully examined the collections of the Memo- 
rialist, in order to determine, as precisely as possible, on the suffi- 
ciency of his materials, and find that they have been made with great 
care and attention, are large and well assorted, and must have been 
obtained at a very considerable expense. 

That the said collections consist of a variety of scarce and curious 
books, both printed and manuscript, of maps, charts, plans, drawings, 
of productions, natural and artificial, of extracts from records and 
other public muniments, of notes, observations, and remarks made 
by the Memorialist in the course of his reading or while travelling 
through the different parts of North America, all relating to the 
subject of his intended work. 

That the said work, though designed more especially as Memoirs 
relative to that part of North America which comprehends the terri- 
tories of the United States, will extend also to Nova Scotia, Canada 
and the Northern Counties, and Southward to the Florida’s and 
Bahama Islands. 

On the foregoing state, the Committee beg leave to propose the 
following resolutions: 

Whereas Pierre Kugene du Simitiére, of the City of Philadelphia, 
hath with great industry and at much expense, collected materials 
for a literary work, to be entitled “‘ Memoirs und ob- 
servations on the ongin and present state of North 
America’ and hath solicited Congress to grant him encouragement 
in preparing and publishing the same; and whereas Congress are 
fully satisfied, that a work of this nature will greatly tend to diffuse 
useful knowledge, 

Resolved, That Congress for the encouragement of the said Mt Du 
Simitiére, for carrying on and completing his said undertaking, rec- 
ommend to the several states upon the [an obliterated line] to afford 
him such assistance as may be most beneficial to him in rendering 
his said work complete and useful. 

Resolved, That the sum of two thousand dollars in Continental 
bills, or other Currency equivalent be paid yearly to the said M" Du 
Simitiére for three years, the better to enable him to 
proceed in and finish the same. 


Passed. 


Passed 
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The Committee beg leave further to report that as the collections 
of the said Mt Du Simitiére under the article of history are particularly 
ample, and he has paid great attention to the study 
peeved thereof, and as some honorary distinction, by which 
he may become more publicly known will much conduce 
to his better success in the aforementioned work; 

Resolved, That the s* Pierre Eugene du Simitiére be appointed His- 

toriographer to the Congress of the United States.' 


The delegates of Pensylvania laid before Congress an 
extract from the proceedings of the general assembly of 
Pensylvania, relative to Captain Lee’s and Captain Porter’s 
companies in Colonel Lamb’s regiment of artillery: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

Congress proceeded to the election of commissioners 
for the board of admiralty, and the ballots being taken, 

Thomas Waring, Esq. and William Whipple, Esq. were 
elected.’ 

Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 1779 


A memorial, dated 26, from the hon” €her'-detebe 
gerne, the Minister Plenipotentiary of France, was read, 
enclosing a copy of letter, of 25, from Don Juan de Mira- 
illes: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the committee on 
the letter, of 24th, from Don Juan de Mirailles. 

A memorial of Robert Martin was read: 

1 This report, in the writing of William Churchill Houston, is in the Papers of the 
Continental Congress, No. 19, IJ, folio 175. It is endorsed: ‘‘ Received, November 26, 
1779. December 27, To be considered Friday, December 31.’’ 

*““The third Commissioner is not yet elected, but will probably be a Gentleman 
from some one of the more central States, it being tho’t beneficial] to the whole to take 
the Commissioners from different parts of the United States.’’—Huntington to Waring, 


November 27, 1779. Waring was from South Carolina, and Whipple from New 
Hampshire. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
take order thereon. 

A petition of Coenradt Flaake and Albartus Van Loon 
was read :' 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 23, from 8. Deane, was read. 

The committee on Major General Sullivan’s letter, of 9th, 
and, 

The committee on the report of the Treasury, of the 5th 
instant, brought in their reports: 


Your Committee to whom was referred the report of the Treasury 
of the 5 November, 1779, beg leave to submit the following resolu- 
tions: 

That warrants in the form herein after mentioned be drawn on 
the Treasurers of the several States, payable in four months from 
the date, for sums not exceeding 20,000 Doll* nor less than 500 DI8 

That those in whose favor the same are drawn be credited on the 
same a discount of two per cent, being the interest of the sums 
specified in the same for the said term. 

That such sums be paid to the said persons or their assigns on the 
day of payment by the respective Treasurers or their successors in 
office, or, in Default thereof as soon as may be thereafter, together 
with Interest from that Day at the rate of six per cent. 

That the said Treasurers do accept such bills whensoever they 
shall be presented to them; and that the sums paid on such war- 
rants be charged to the United States on the day of payment, and 
afterwards liquidated in the accounts of the several States accord- 
ing to the Resolutions of the 6 and 7" of October last. 

' Luzerne’s memorial and Miralles’s letler are printed in the Diplomatic Corres pond- 
ence of the American Revolution (Wharton), III, 414, 415. The memorial of Martin 


is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, VI, folio 149; the Flaake petition, 
dated the 12th, is in No. 42, III, folio 37. 
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Form of the warrants. 


To the Treasurer of the State of 


No. 

SIR 

Pay to or his assigns Dollars in four months from 
the Date hereof. 

By order of Congress the Day of 1779. 


A B, Presd?) 


The reports delivered in being read, 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter of the 17th October last, from Major- 
General Schuyler; Whereupon Congress agreed to the fol- 
lowing answer to the said letter: 


SIR: 

Notwithstanding the many injuries committed by the sav- 
ages, Congress are disposed to peace; the conditions on which 
they insist are, 

First, that it shall be supplicated on the part of the enemy; 
secondly, that they shall surrender all the Americans in 
their hands; thirdly, that they shall expel all British agents 
and emissaries; fourthly, that they shall covenant to deliver 
up such as shall hereafter go among them; fifthly, that they 
shall covenant not to take up the hatchet again under pen- 
alty of being driven from their country; and sixthly, that 
they shall give hostages for their strict adherence to the 
promises to be by them made. 

Congress further wish that they make considerable Offers of Ter- 
ritory, which may stand recorded against them, and serve as the 
most pointed marks of their contrition; but they mean that the 
Commissioner should decline an acceptance of the Offer to convince 


them of the superior Generosity of America, compared with their 
Experience of others. At the same time, if any of the Inhabitants 
1 This report, in the writing of Gouverneur Morris, is in the Papers of the Continental 


Congress, No. 26, folio 93. Itisendorsed: ‘‘ November 29. Consideration postponed. 
Referred to committee of whole.’’ 
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have just Claims for Damages done, Congress do not wish to pre- 
elude them; on the contrary, it is their Desire that it should be 
expressly left open in the Treaty, so as to be afterward settled in 
a fair and equitable Manner by Commissioners from the Whites and 
Indians. 


To which it was moved by Mr. [James] Forbes, seconded 
by Mr. [William Churchill] Houston. to add “and that Con- 
gress are willing to accept of any cession of territory which 
the said Indians may be inclined to make to the United 
States, reserving to any particular State their right of a 
prior claim to the territory aforesaid, or any part thereof.” 

An amendment was moved by Mr. [Robert R.] Living- 
ston, seconded by Mr. [Philip] Schuyler, to add, “which 
cession shall be for the benefit of such State as may have 
a prior right.” 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [James] 
Forbes, 








New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, no }no Mr. Searle, no 
Massachusetts Bay, Muhlenberg, no |. 
Mr. Gerry, ay }a M'‘Lene, no 
Holten, ay Jo y Shippen, no 
Rhode Island, Maryland, 
Mr. Marchant, no }no Mr. Forbes, no 
Connecticut, Plater, no |no 
Mr. Huntington, no Virginia, 
Sherman, no J? Mr. Griffin, ay }* 
New York, North Carolina, 
Mr. Schuyler, ay Mr. Harnett, ay 
Livingston, ay jay | Sharpe, ay }ay 
New Jersey, South Carolina, 
Mr. Fell, no | Mr. Mathews, no no 
Houston, no | no | 


So it passed in the negative. 


‘This letter, in the writing of Gouverneur Morris, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 19, V, folio 311. 
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The previous question was then moved by Mr. [Elbridge] 
Gerry, and seconded by Mr. [William] Sharpe. 

On which the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [James] 
Forbes, 


New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, ay bay Mr. Searle, ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Muhlenberg, ay 
Mr. Gerry, ay M'‘Lene, ay se) 
Lovell, ay Shippen, ay 
Holten, ny ay Maryland, 
Partridge, ay Mr. Plater, no 
Rhode Island, Forbes, no | no 
Mr. Marchant, no }no | Virginia, 
Connecticut, Mr. Griffin, ay }* 
Mr. Huntington, ay {a . | North Carolina, 
Sherman, ay M Mr. Harnett, ay 
New York, Sharpe, ay | ay 
Mr. Schuyler, ay South Carolina, 
Livingston, ay i Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Fell, no 
Houston, no | no 


So it passed in the affirmative, and the main question was 
set aside. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Henry] Marchant, sec- 
onded by Mr. [James] Forbes, “That it be one condition of 
the peace, that no land be sold or ceded by any of the said 
Indians, either as individuals or as a nation, unless to the 
United States of America or by the consent of Congress.”’ 

On which the previous question was moved by Mr. [EI- 
bridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr. [Wiliam] Sharpe, and the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Henry] Marchant, 
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New Hampslure, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, no } no Mr. Searle, ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Muhlenberg, ay 
Mr. Gerry, ay M‘Lene, ay ay 
Lovell, ay] Shippen, ay 
Holten, ay Maryland, 
Partridge, Ay Mr. Plater, no 
Rhode Island, Forbes, no J" 
Mr. Marchant, no}no | Virginia, 
Connecticut, Mr. Griffin, ay 
Mr. Huntington, ay |__| _ North Carolina, 
Sherman, ay a Mr. Harnett, Ay 
New York, Sharpe, ay ns 
Mr. Schuyler, ay |_| South Carolina, 
Livingston, RY | Mr. Mathews, ay pay 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Fell, ay) 
Houston, ny fa | 


So it was resolved in the afhrmative, and the main ques- 
tion was set aside. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the eom- 
mittee on General Washington’s letter, of 20; and some time 
being spent thereon, 

Ordered, That it be re-committed. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the committee on 
the memorial of the general officers in the room of Mr. [Jesse] 
Root and Mr. [Gouverneur] Morris. 

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman and Mr. [Cyrus] 
Griffin. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Cloek on Monday. 


MONDAY, NOVEMBER 29, -779 
The delegates of New Jersey laid before Congress the ere- 


dentials of their appointment for the year ensuing, which 
were read, as follows: 
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New Jersey, Nov? 17", 1779. 

The Council and Assembly met at Mountholly and in Joint Meeting 
proceeded to the Election of three Delegates to represent this State in 
Congress, and the Votes being taken, the honourable John Fell, Wil- 
liam Churchill Houston and Thomas Henderson, Esquires, were duly 
elected. 

Resolved, therefore, That the said John Fell, William Churchill 
Houston and Thomas Henderson, Esquires, or any two of them, be 
impowred to represent and Vote in behalf of this State in the Congress 
of the United States of North America, from the first day of December 
next, until the first day of December in the Year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty, unless a new appointment shall 
sooner take place. It is nevertheless expected that all the Delegates 
do constantly attend in Congress unless prevented by sickness or other 
accident. 

The above is a true Copy from the Minutes of the Joint Meeting. 

Bowers REEp, Seey.' 


A letter, of 31 October, from Major General Lincoln, was 
read,” enclosing a letter of the 25th of the same month, 
from Lieutenant Colonel Bedaulx, giving information of the 
death of Brigadier Count Pulaski, and a petition from the 
same, 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of War. 

Resolved, That a monument be erected to the memory of 
Brigadier Count Pulaski, and that a committee of three be 
appointed to bring in a resolution for that purpose: 

The members chosen, Mr. Geiffe [Elbridge] Gerry, Mr. 
[Robert R.] Livingston and Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett. 

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That ten million one hundred and forty dol- 
lars, being in full of the two hundred millions of dollars, be 
emitted on the faith of the United States, and under the 


1 The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, New Jersey, Credentials of 
Delegates. 

2 Lincoln’s letter and enclosure are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
158, folio 285. 
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direction of the Board of Treasury, in bills of credit of the 
following denominations, viz. 


26,316 bills of 65 dollars, 1,709,640 | 26,316 bills of 40 dollars, 1,052,640 





26,317 do. 60 1,579,020 | 20,516 do. 35 921,960 
26,316 do. 55 1,447,380 | 26,316 do. 30 789,480 
26,316 do. 50 1,315,800 === 
96,316 do. 45 1,184,220 10,000,140 


That the said bills, excepting the numbers, be of the same 
tenor and date as the emissions directed on the 17th of 
November instant, and be numbered from the last number in 
every denomination progressively. 

Resolved, That the treasurer be directed to retain in his 
hands four millions of dollars of the sum this day ordered 
to be emitted, for discharging such warrants as may be here- 
after issued for supplying the several military chests. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
William Geddes, Esq. one of the commissioners of the 
chambers of accounts, for three thousand dollars to defray 
the expences of himself and the special commissioners 
appointed with him to repair to Maryland 1n order to examine 
and liquidate certain public accounts, for which sum the said 
William Geddes is to be accountable. ' 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of David C. 
Claypoole, printer to Congress, for five hundred dollars, for 
the purpose of binding the journals of Congress; for which he 
is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Robert 
Troup, Iésq. secretary to the Board of Treasury, for fifteen 
hundred dollars, to defray the contingent expences of the 
Treasury; for which he is to be accountable.* 


‘This report, dated November 29, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 136, 11], folie 815. The paragraph on the sum to be retained by the treasurer is 
not in the original report. 

* This report, dated November 27, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 136, III, folio 843. 
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Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee, ||late on the commissary and quarter master’s depart- 
ments, to whom was referred a letter of || on the 10th of October 
last from J. Wadsworth, Esq. commissary general of pur- 
chases; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Jeremiah Wadsworth, commissary general 
of purchases, have leave to resign his office on the first day of 
January next, agreeable to his request, and that he settle his 
accounts with the public as soon after he is out of office as 
may be, agreeably to the directions of the Board of ‘Treasury.’ 

The following gentlemen were put in nomination for the 
office of commissary general of purchases: 

Charles Stewart, Esq. by Mr. [James] Searle; Ephraim 
Blaine, Esq. by Mr. [James] Forbes. 

Resolved, That Thursday next be assigned for electing a 
commissary general of purchases. 

Congress took under consideration the report of the com- 
mittee appointed to report the manner in which the resolution 
of the 23 inst. relative to the drawing bills of exchange on 
Mr. Jay and Mr. Laurens, shall be carried into execution; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the bills be prepared under the direction of 
the Board of Treasury, and with such checks as they may 
devise to prevent counterfeits, and be signed by the treasurer 
of loans: 

That so many of the bills as the Treasury Board shall, from 
time to time, think proper to issue, be put into the hands of 
the continental loan officer in the State of Pensylvania, or of 
any other State; and that the Board of Treasury direct the 
lowest rate of exchange at which the same may be sold: 

That the Board of Treasury may, at their discretion, sus- 
pend the sale of such bills, reporting to Congress ther reasons 
for so doing, that they may receive directions thereon: 

1 See under October 22, p. 1200, ante. 
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That the Committee of Foreign Affairs be, and they are 
hereby direeted to write to Mr. Jay and Mr. Laurens, inform- 
ing them of the drafts that will be made upon them, and 
explaining fully the reasons that urge Congress to draw, 
directing them to keep up a mutual correspondence and 
afford each other every assistance in procuring money to 
pay the bills: 

That 1/8 per cent. on monies received in payment for the 
said bills, shall be allowed to the persons entrusted with the 
sale thereof: 

That no bill be drawn for a less sum than the amount of 
fifty pounds sterling. 

On the question to agree to the foregoing resolutions, the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 





New [lampshire, New Jersey, 
Mr. Peabody, ay f ay Mr. Fell, no ! pce 
Massachusetts Bay, Houston, ay 
Mr. Gerry, no | Pennsylvania, 
Partridge, no | ™ Mr. Searle, ay 
Rhode Island, M‘Lene, ay } ay 
Mr. Marchant, ay } ay Shippen, ay 
Connecticut, Maryland, 
Mr. Huntington, Syl Mr. Plater, Gyeli.: 
Sherman, no ae Forbes, no a 
New York, North Carolina, 
Mr. Schuyler, Ly Mr. Harnett, ay 
Livingston, Ly | Sharpe, ay | °Y: 





So it was resolved in the affirmative. 


The Commercial committee, finding by experience, that it will be 
impossible for any committee of Congress to conduct the Commercial 
affairs of the Continent with that attention and accuracy which is 
requisite, whilst they are obhged to attend their duty in Congress, 
beg leave to report as their opinion, 

1 That a Board of Trade be established to consist of three Com- 
missioners not Members of Congress, and two members of Congress; 
any three of whom to form a Board for the despatch of business, 
subject in all cases to the controul of Congress. 
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2? That there shall not be set more than one Member of the said 
Board at any time belonging to the same State. 

372 That there shall be a Secretary to the said Board, to be 
appointed by Congress. 

4% That the Board have power to appoint a clerk to assist them, 
and to hire warehouses as they may find necessary for the due execu- 
tion of their business. 

5 That the said Board be supplied with funds for carrying on 
their business as occasion shall require, by application to Congress for 
that purpose. 

6° That the said Board be empowered to purchase and export at 
all such times and seasons as they may judge best, the produce of 
these states, or other articles suitable for remittances to Europe, and 
other parts of the world, for the purpose of discharging debts already 
contracted, fulfiling engagements already made, or to be made, and 
for such other purposes as Congress may from time to time order. 

7" That they be empowered and direeted by Congress from time 
to time, to order and import from proper places, such arms, ammuni- 
tion, cloathing and other articles as may be deemed necessary for the 
publie service, and to appoint suitable parts of their remittances to 
pay for the same, leaving the entire execution of all and every part or 
parts of said orders or instructions to the judgement of the Board. 

S'* That they be empowered to purchase or charter stitable 
shipping in any part of the world, wherewith to make the imports 
and exports, and if need there be, to insure at the publie risque, a 
reasonable valuation on such as they may charter. 

9 That they be empowered to employ such factors in the different 
states, as they shall think proper, allowing them not more than the 
usual mercantile commissions. 

10° That they be empowered to employ factors in any other parts 
where the Congress have not appointed, or do not appoint Com- 
inercial Agents, allowing them not more than the customary mercan- 
tile commissions of the place, for the business they transact. 

11" That they be empowered to call to aceount and displace all 
such agents and factors, who in their judgement do not conduet the 
public business entrusted to them, with advantage. 

12 That they be empowered to enter into such contracts, agree- 
ments, or bargains with states, corporations, compamies or individuals, 
as they may find necessary for the faithful and prudent execution of 
any part or parts of the business entrusted to them. 
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13" That all contracts, agreements, or bargains, made or entered 
into by the sail Board of Trade, consistent with the powers and 
authorities vested in them at the time of making or entering into the 
same respectively, be binding and obligatory on the United States of 
America. 

14" That the said Board keep regular and fair accounts of all 
their transactions in books to be provided for that purpose, which 
books shall be produced to Congress, or any Committee of Congress, 
whenever required, for their inspection, and the said Board shall 
setile their accounts, annually and deliver up the books of the year, 
to the Treasury Board for examination, carrying forward the balances 
into a new set of books to be provided for the year ensuing. 

15° That the said Board report all their importations upon arrival 
to Congress, and dispose thereof agreeable to the general or particular 
orders, made for that purpose. 

16% That each Commissioner of the said Board (not being a 
Member of Congress) shall receive a salary of dollars per 
annum, and that the Secretary shall receive a salary of dollars 
per annum, the said salaries to be annually, or oftener, if Congress 
shall judge it expedient, revised, and altered, agreeable to the appre- 
elation of the Continental currency.’ 


The Committee to whom was referred a Petition of Azariah Horton, 
in behalf of the officers of the Mustermg Department, and a letter 
from Gen! Washington relative to the same subject, have considered 
s? Petition and letter and submit the following resolutions, viz: 

Whereas it is unnecessary to continue the officers of Musters in 
Service, and the business of that Department may be performed to 
advantage by the Inspectors of the Army, 

Resolved, that the Mustering Department be discontinued, and the 
officers thereof discharged. 

And whereas the Commissary General of Musters has approved 
himself a good and faithful officer, and those who have been employed 
under him have given satisfaction in their offices, 

Resolved, that the suid Commissary General of musters and those 
officers who have continued in that Departinent under him for 
eighteen montis last past shall be entitled to receive a sum equal to 
their pay respectively for the term of twelve months from this day. 

1 This report, in the writing of Francis Lewis, is in the Papers of the Continental 


Congress, No. 29, folio 311. It isendorsed: “Delivered November 29,1779. August 
24, 1781, not to be acted upon.’”’ No mention of the report is in the Journals. 


51828—voL x111—08——84 


1330 Journals of Congress 


Resolved that in future the business of mustering of troops be per- 
formed by the Inspectors of the Army in such manner, and under such 
regulations as the Commander in Chief shall direct, who is hereby 
authorized to make the arrangements, and report such arrangements 
to Congress.’ 


[Adjourned to 10 o’clock to-morrow. ] 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 1779 


Mr. [William] Ellery, a delegate for Rhode Island, attended, 
and took his seat. 

An appeal from the judgment of a court of admiralty for 
the State of Pensylvania, on the libel Jonathan Harridan vs. 
The Hope, sloop of war, Joseph Blewer claimant, was lodged 
with the secretary and referred to the Committee on Appeals. 

A letter, of 9th, from the governor of Rhode Island to the 
delegates of that State in Congress, was read :° 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the memo- 
rial of Captain Tyler. 

A letter, of 11, from Captain Talbot to the hon® Henry] 
Marchant, Esq. was laid before Congress, and read; and 
referred to the Marine Committee: 

Resolved, That to morrow be assigned for electing a com- 
missioner of the Board of Admiralty: 

The following gentlemen were put in nomination for that 
office. 

John Nixon, Esq., by Mr. [William] Shippen; F[rancis] 
Hopkinson, Esq., by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon 

Ordered, That on the application of Col. W. Palfrey, pay- 
master general, a warrant issue on the treasurer, in his favour, 
for two millions of dollars, to be by him forwarded to Joseph 


’ This report, in the writing of George Partridge, isin the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 19, III, felio 187. It is endorsed as delivered November 29, 1779. 
See under January 12, 1780. 

? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 64, folio 462, 
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Clay, Esq. deputy paymaster general in South Carolina, for 
the supply of the military chest; for which the said W. Pal- 
frey ts to be accountable. 

And that another warrant issue on the treasurer, on the 
like application, for one hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
to be forwarded to John Boreman, deputy paymaster at Fort 
Pitt, for the use of the troops in the western department; 
for which he ts to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
[Philip] Schuyler, one of the delegates of the State of New 
York, on his application, for two thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable.’ 

The committee to whom was re-committed their report 
on a letter of the 20th, from General Washington, brought in 
a report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to repair 
to head quarters and confer with the Commander in Chief, 
on the state of the southern department: 

That the said committee, previous to their departure, con- 
fer with the committee appointed to correspond with the 
commanding officer in the southern department, who are 
hereby directed to furnish them with all! such intelligence 
relating to the same as has been received: 

That the committee also confer with the Commander in 
Chief on the subject of the papers transmitted to Congress 
by the Minister Plenipotentiary of his most Christian majesty 
and Don Juan de Mirailles, and report to Congress such 
measures as to the conferrees may seem most advisable to 
be taken: 

That the Commander in Chief apply to any of the states 
he may think proper for such number of militia as he may 
judge requisite, to replace the troops detached or which may 
be detached to the southward: 


' This report, dated November 29, is in tho Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, III, folio 849, 
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That it be earnestly recommended to the States of Virginia, North 
and South Carolina, to make draughts for compleating their Bat- 
talions ordered to the southern department, and that the said 
draughts, be sent forward to join their respective corps with all pos- 
sible dispatch." 


The members chosen, Mr. [Philip] Schuyler and Mr. [Henry] 
Marchant. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter of 6 October last from Mr. W. Bing- 
ham; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Mr. Bingham’s letter of the 6 October last, 
with the papers enclosed therein, and marked No. 1, 2, 3, 4, 
together with a certified copy of his appointment to the place 
of continental agent, be transmitted by the President to the 
legislature of the State of Massachusetts Bay, with the follow- 
ing letter: 


GENTLEMEN, I am directed by Congress to transmit you the 
enclosed papers from Mr. Bingham. They contain an account of 
his proceedings relative to a vessel said to be Danish property, cap- 
tured by the sloop Pilgrim, and carried into Martinique, about which, 
as he says, a suit is now commenced against him in your superior 
court. Upon a full examination of the papers, you will judge of the 
measures which ought to be adopted to prevent, on the one hand, 
injustice to individuals, and on the other, the embarrassment of 
agents, who are obliged to conform to the will of the ruling powers 
at the place of their residence. As courts are now instituted at Mar- 
tinique for the trial of such causes, Congress submit it to you whether 
it would not be advisable to stop the suit already commenced till 
judgment is obtained upon the principal question; after which it will 
be in Mr. Bingham’s power to discharge himself by delivering to the 
true owners the property placed in his hands for their use. If you 
should be of a contrary opinion, they request you to furnish Mr. Bing- 
ham’s agent with the enclosed papers.’ 

I am, &e. 

1 This report, in the writing of William Churchill Houston, is in the Papers of the 

Continental Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 259*. 


? This report, in the writing of Robert R. Livingston, is in the Papers of the Contt- 
nental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 345. 
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Congress took into consideration the report of the commit- 
tee on the letter of 9th inst. from Major General Sullivan, 
which is as follows: 

“That Congress have a just sense of the services and abili- 
ties of Major General Sullivan, and greatly regret the indis- 
position which deprives them of so gallant an officer; that as 
General Sullivan’s health will not permit his continuance in 
the American army, his resignation be accepted.” 

A motion was made by My. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by 
Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, to strike out the words “that as 
General Sullivan’s health,’ &c. to the end, in order to insert 
in lieu thereof “and that General Sullivan have leave to retire 
from the service so long as he shall judge necessary for the 
recovery of his health.” 

On the question, shall the words moved to be struck out 
stand? 

The yeas and nays being required by Mr. [Nathaniel] 
Peabody, 





New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, no } no Mr. Searle, ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Muhlenberg, a0 ee 
Mr. Gerry, no Shippen, ay ” 
Lovell, no } no M‘Llene, ay 
Partridge, no Maryland, 
Rhode Island, | Mr. Plater, ay 
Mr. Marchant, no}* | Forbes, ay ee 
Connecticut, Varginia, 
Mr. Huntington, aa Mr. Griffin, ay } * 
Sherman, ay 8Y | North Carolina, 
New York, Mr. Harnett, no | 
Mr. Schuyler, ay) _ Sharpe, none 
Livingston, ay | *) 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Fell, ay 
Ilouston, ay | ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
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On the question to agree to the report, resolved in the 
affirmative. 

On motion of Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, seconded by Mr. 
[Henry] Marchant, 

Resolved, That the President be requested to return the 
thanks of Congress to Major General Sullivan for his past 
services. 

On motion of Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, seconded by Mr. 
[Nathaniel] Peabody, 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to procure 
from the quarter master general, the commissaries general, 
the forage master and the barrack master general, a return 
of all the assistants, deputies, officers, agents, and other per- 
sons employed in their respective departments, the districts 
in which they are so employed, and the terms upon which 
they are engaged; and that such return be made by the first 
day of January next. 

Ordered, That Mr. [Henry] Marchant have leave of absence: 

That Mr. [Philip] Schuyler have leave of absence. 

Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1779 


A letter, of 24 November, from General Washington, was 
read.’ 

A petition of Dudley Saltonstall, late commander of the 
continental frigate, the Warren, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. 

A letter, of 16, and one, of 17 November, from Baron 
Steuben; and a letter, of 30 of the same month, from Captain 
Galvan, were read, accompanied with sundry certificates in 
favour of Captain Galvan: ° 


!'This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, folio 122. 
*Galvan’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, X, folio 183. 
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Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

A report from the Board of Treasury, was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin, 
one of the delegates for the State of Virginia, a warrant issue 
on the treasurer, in his favour, for ten thousand dollars, to 
enable him to purchase some necessary articles for the use of 
the Virginia troops in the continental army, to be repaid by 
a warrant in favour of the quarter master general on the 
treasurer of the said State, which is to be charged with the 
above sum until it is rermbursed. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. J[ohn] 
Fell, one of the delegates for the State of New Jersey, on his 
application, for two thousand three hundred dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable.’ 

The committee, to whom was referred the memorial of the 
general officers &c. brought in a report. 

The Conimittee appointed to take into consideration what allow- 
ance ought to be made to officers in the different Departments of the 
army, to whoin the provision made by the Resolutions of Congress of 
the 18® August last doth not extend, and to whom was also referred 
the Memorial of the general officers, beg leave to report: 

Whereas some of the Legislatures of the United States, have already 
passed laws to extend the half pay which Congress “resolved should 
be given to the officers in the army of the United States for and during 
the term of seven years next after the conelusion of the present war,’ 
for and during life to such officers as belong to the Battalions raised 
in such States respectively; and whereas Congress hath recom- 
mended to all the States and some have already entered tito meas- 
ures for making good the deficieney in pay oceasioned by the depre- 
ciation of the bills of eredit; and whereas the principle of equal dis 
tributive justice clearly pomt out, that such officers of the army 
who in point of such provision do not belong to any State should be 
provided for by the United States in general in the same manner. It is 
therefore, 


‘This report, dated December 1, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 853. 
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Resolved, That all the General officers and officers of the military 
and civil staff of the army, now bearing commissions from Congress, 
or who may here after engage to serve in the Army of the United 
States under such commissions, and who are not by any former 
resolutions of Congress recommended to the attention of the States 
in general or any of them in particular, shall have their pay as the 
same hath heretofore been established made good by a liquidation of 
the different rates of depreciation from the time of such establish- 
nents, and that all monies which such officers may have received as 
pay, shall be charged to them, and the true value thereof liquidated 
in manner aforesaid. 

That all such officers as aforesaid (general officers excepted) for 
whom no provision has been made in point of subsistence in lieu of 
rations withheld shal] be allowed at the rate of one hundred dollars 
per month for every ration so withheld since the 18 day of August 
last, and a like sum for every ration that shall so be withheld in future. 

That all such officers as aforesaid, General officers meluded, who 
shall continue to serve during the present war, shall from the con- 
clusion thereof be entitled to and receive half pay for life, to be com- 
puted on the pay established for such officers next before the 1** day 
of January, 1777; and that the half pay of such officers who hold or 
may hold offices established since the said 1st day of January, 1777, 
shall be computed on the full pay reduced to real value, according 
to the rate of depreciation, when the office was established and the 
pay appointed. Provided always, that if less than a majority of the 
Legislatures of the several United States should only provide half 
pay for life, that then the provision hereby extended for life shail 
cease and determine at the end of seven years next after the con- 
clusion of the present war. 

And whereas Congress wish to afford a durable testimony of public 
gratitude to those virtuous Citizens, who braving the danger and 
distress incident on the military life, generously flew to the banners of 
freedom to support the just rights and liberties of their Country 
threatened with destruction by an unfeeling and unrelenting Tyrant, 
it is resolved: 

That provision shall be made to give unto the present, or any 
future Commander in Chief of the Army of the United States, who 
shall serve as such before the conclusion of the present war, the 
quantity of ten thousand acres of land. 





December, 1779 1337 


To every Major General so serving as aforesaid taree thousand 
acres. 

To every Brigadier general so serving as aforesaid 2000 acres, and 
to every other officer, noncommissioned officer and soldier, in the 
muitary and civil Departments of the Army, the quantity of 100 
acres for every five dollars of monthly pay reduced to real value at 
the rate of depreciation when their appointments and pay were 
respectively established. Provided always that officers holding 
more than one commission shall only be allowed susbistence moncy, 
half pay and land on the Commission they hold in the military line of 
the army. 

That all officers serving in the civil Departments of the army, and 
who now receive commissions on the money by them paid out, in heu 
of pay, and who shall continue to serve during the war, shall be 
entitled to all the immunities, granted by the foregoing resolutions to 
officers bearing commissions under Congress, and on the like limita- 
tions and restrictions. 

That if any of the officers and soldiers to whom lands are to be 
granted by these resolutions shall die before the conclusion of the 
war, their heirs or legal representatives respectively shall be entitled 
to the lands designed for them. 

That the heirs or legal representatives of all such officers, as were 
in the army of the United States on the first of January, 1777, and 
who have since dicd whilst in the service, shall be entitled to the 
lands such officers would have respectively been entitled to if they 
had hved to the conclusion of the present war. 

That the widows of all such officers aforesaid, and all officers of the 
Line, who have died or may die in the service of the United States, 
before the conclusion of the war, shall be entitled to the half pay 
such officers would have been entitled to had they lived to the end 
of the war:.! 


Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on the letter, of 4 November, from J. Beatty, com- 


missary general of prisoners, whereht+he—-comanttee+ree— 


‘This report, in the writing of Philip Schuyler, is in tho Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 21, folio 217. 
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The question to agree to the said report, 

Passed in the negative. 

A motion being made by Mr. [William] Sharpe, seconded 
by Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin, grounded on a letter of 22 October, 
from Major General Lincoln: 

Ordered, That the motion and letter be referred to the 
Board of War. 

The commissioners report, 

That they have examined the account of Michael Smyser, 
referred to them by the Board of Treasury, and find, That 
there is due to him for the officers and privates of his com- 
pany of the Pensylvania flying camp, from 22d October, 
to 16 November, 1776, the sum of four hundred and fifty 
nine dollars and 52/90, and for sundry arms belonging to the 
privates of his company lost or taken at Fort Washington, 
three hundred and forty seven dollars and 30/90, amounting 
in the whole to 806 82/90 dollars to be paid by his order to 
Michael Immle. 

That they have examined the account of William Kinnan, 
copper plate printer, for his pay and board, from 29 July, 
to 25 November, and find a ballance of one hundred dollars 
due to him.’ 

Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the commit- 
tee on the post office; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the accounts of the post master general be 
referred to the Board of Treasury, to be by them adjusted 
and liquidated; 


1This report, in the writing of John Fell, is in the Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, No. 28, folio 60. 

* This report, dated November 25, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio $37. 
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That the salary of the post master general be increased to 
three thousand five hundred dollars per annum, to commence 
the first day of September last: 

That the comptroller’s salary be encreased to two thousand 
five hundred dollars per annum, to commence on the said 
Ist day of September. 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be re-com- 
mitted. 

George Bryan, Esq. was put in nomination by Mr. [Roger] 
Sherman, as a commissioner of the Board of Admiralty, and 
by unanimous consent, 

Congress proceeded to the election, and the ballots being 
counted no choice was made. 

On motion of the committee for superintending the print- 
ing the journals, 

Resolved, That a warrant issue in favour of Francis Hop- 
kinson, for two hundred and sixty six dollars and two thirds 
of a dollar, as a ballance in full of his account against the com- 
mittee who superintend the printing of the journals. 

A motion was made by Mr. [William] Ellery, seconded by 
Mr. Skermran [Philip]Schuyler relative to Congress’s removal 
from the city of Philadelphia: 

Ordered, That the consideration thereof be postponed till 
to morrow. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 2, 1779 


Mr. W{illiam] Floyd and Mr. Ezra L’ Hommedieu, delegates 
for the State of New York, attended, and having severally 
produced an exemplification signed by the governor, and with 
the great seal of the State appendent, of a commission to 
delegates for that State in Congress, in which their names are 
included. they took their seats in Congress. 
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A letter, of 2, from Morgan Connor, lieutenant colonel com- 
mandant of the 7th Pensylvania regiment, was read, request- 
ing leave of absence, that he may make a voyage to the West 
Indies for the recovery of his health, and enclosing a letter of 
23 November from General Washington, approving his request 
and referring him to Congress for obtaining it; Whereupon, 

Resolved, Tnat Lieutenant Colonel Morgan Connor have 
leave of absence for six months, that he may make a voyage 
to the West Indies for the recovery of his health. 

A letter, of 26 November, from J. Wadsworth, commissary 
general of purchases, and a letter of 22d of the same month, 
from H. Champion, deputy commissary general of purchases, 
were read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, Mr. 
[William] Ellery, and Mr. [William Churchill] Houston. 

A copy of a declaration of war by Spain against Great 
Britain, made at Havannah in the island of Cuba, was laid 
before Congress: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the letter 
from Don Juan de Mirailles. 

A letter, of 1, from R. Troup, secretary of the Board of 
Treasury, and J. Nourse, assistant auditor general, was read, 
expressing their thanks for the offices with which Congress 
have been pleased to honor them.? 

A report from the Board of Treasury, was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Mr. J[ohn} Mathews, one of the delegates for the State of 
South Carolina, on his application, for five thousand dollars; 
for which the said State is to be accountable. 


1 Connor’s letter isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, V, folio 429; that 
of Washington is on folio 433; that of Wadsworth, in No. 78, XXIV, folio 133; that of 
Champion, in No. 78, V, folio 421. 

? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XXII, folio 657. 
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That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of John 
Dier Mercier, one of the commissioners of the chambers of 
accounts, for four thousand dollars on account of his salary.’ 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 


AT A Boarp or War, December 1, 1779. 

Present: Col. Pickering and Mr. Peters. 

The Board having taken into consideration the distress’d situation 
of Mon* L. Eglise, and having conversed with Gen: Schuyler on the 
subject of his services and sufferings, and being satisfied of the truth 
of the account given by Mons’ L. Eglise of his sacrafices and risks in an 
employment he undertook at the instanee of Gen: Schuyler which 
merit some acknowledgement and ecnsideration, beg leave to report. 


Resolved, That Mons. |’Eglise receive the pay and subsist- 
ence of a captain, during the pleasure of Congress; 

That so soon as cloathing shall be provided for the staff of 
the army, and the State cloathier of New York shall be 
thereby enabled to deliver out the same, he be directed by the 
Board of War to furnish Mons. !’Eclise with a suit of cloaths 
on the terms on which cloathing 1s delivered to the officers of 
the staff, agreeably to the regulation of the 25 ultimo.” 

The committee, to whom was referred the petition of Isaac 
Tyler, of Providence, in the State of Rhode island, com- 
mander of the private sloop of war, named the Dolphin, 
praying for relief against a decree of the general assembly of 
the said State, ordering restitution of the schooner Betsy with 
her cargo and apparel to Zechariah Foot, David Corning and 
Ebenezer Corning, all of Yarmouth, in the province of Nova 
Scotia, from whom the same was captured by the petitioner, 
brought in a report, which was read; Whercupon, 

That Congress ought not to Interfere with the Authority of any 
particular State in the Administration of Justice toward the Citizens 
or Subjeets of such State, in any Case wherein no complaint is nade 


of injury done thereby to any other person or State, or to the United 
States. 
! This report, dated December 2, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 


III, folio 857. 
? This report isin the Papers of the Contincntal Congress, No. 147, 11, folio 625. 
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Ordered, That the said Petition be dismissed.! 

The committee, to whom was referred the letters, of 29 
September, and 6 October last, from the navy board at 
Boston, delivered in their report. 


Resolved, That the said Navy board were guilty of a breach of 
orders in not purchasing the prize ship Thorn agreeable to directions 
given them by the Marine Committee for that purpose—and that 
Congress do highly disapprove of the Conduct of the said Navy Board.’ 


The committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 23 
September, from J. Bradford, continental agent at Boston, 
delivered in their report. 


That although it does not appear that M‘ Bradford had positive 
orders at the time he begun the sale of the goods taken in the prizes in 
August last, to retain the Continental part thereof, yet as we presume, 
he must have been sensible how much thosearticles were wanted for 
the army and other publick uses, and it being also in the line of his duty 
to be sufficiently informed that the prices of those articles were much 
higher in general, than the requlated prices at Boston were, common 
prudence, and the least attention to the interest of these States ought 
to have dictated to him to withhold the disposal of the Continental 
part thereof. 

Therefore, Resolved, That Congress disapprove M* Bradford’s con- 
duct in disposing of the Continental share of the rum and sugar which 
were in the prizes taken by the Providence, Queen of France, and 
Ranger, in August last, and carried into Boston.* 

Resolved, That instructions be sent to the respective Agents under 
the authority of these United States, That they do not in future, on 
any consideration dispose of any part of the Continental 
share of prizes, unless it be of such articles as are in a 
perishable state, without orders for that purpose. 


Passed 








Congress took into consideration the report of the |late|} 
committee on the ||quarter master and commissary gen- 


1 This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 105. 

2 This report, in the writing of John Mathews, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 28, folio 185a. 

3“The above postponed to Monday.”’ 

4 This report, in the writing of John Mathews, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 19, I, folio 401. 
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eral’s departments, to whom was referred aj] memorial of 
i. Blaine, deputy commissary general of purchases, of 27 
October last; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to report to 
Congress, an estimate of the provisions wanted for one year 
from the Ist instant, for the army of the United States; and 
that they inform themselves from the consul of France what 
provisions will probably be wanted for the fleets of our ally 
in the ensuing year, and also report the same.’ 

Resolved, That the Marine Committee be directed to report 
to Congress an estimate of the provisions that will be wanted 
for one year, from the Ist instant, for the navy of the United 
States. 

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be postponed. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a commissary general 
of purchases; and, the ballots being taken, 

Ephraim Blaine, Esq. was elected. 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded 
by [Philip] Schuyler, relative to the commissary general of 
purchases: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [William] 
ENery, and Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 3, 1779 


A letter, of 2, from Edward Fox, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the committee on the intelli- 
gence given by Mr. [Henry] Laurens. 

A memorial from Isaac Truax was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 


' This report, in the writing of Philip Schuyler, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 27, folio 99. 
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A memorial from Lieutenant Colonel Klein was read, and 
dismissed.’ 

Congress proceeded to the election of a commissioner for 
the Board of Admiralty; and, the ballots being taken, 

George Bryan, Esq. was elected. 

The members of Congress elected for the said Board, are 
Mr. [William] Floyd, and Mr. [James] Forbes; 

Mr. J. Brown was elected secretary of the Board of Admi- 
ralty. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Mr. S[amuel] Holten, one of the delegates for the State of 
Massachusetts bay, on his application, for five thousand dol- 
lars, for which the said State is to be accountable.’ 

Congress took into consideration the motion made byMr. 
[William] Ellery, seconded by Mr. [Philip] Schuyler; Where- 
upon, 

Resolved, That Congress on their adjournment, the last 
Saturday of Aprii next, will adjourn from the city of Phila- 
delphia. 

Resolved, That the consideration of the place to which Con- 
gress will on the day above mentioned adjourn, be postponed 
to the first Monday in January next. 

General Sullivan was put in nomination, as a commissioner 
of the Board of War, by Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody. 


Ar A Boarp or War, December 8, 1779. 

Present, Col. Pickering and M* Peters. 

Divers letters and papers from the Government of the State of 
Massachusetts Bay having at different times been referred by Congress 
to this Board, and the same having been considered: We beg leave to 
report thereon as follows: 

1 The letter of Fox is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, TX, folio 295; 
the memorial of Truax is in No. 41, X, folio 75, and that of Klein, in No. 41, V, folio 19. 

* This report, dated December 3, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 861. 
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Whereas many Officers and soldiers, who have been, and some who 
now are in the Continental Army, and others who have been at differ- 
ent times detached to reinforce said army, by various inevitable acci- 
dents while in the service, have Jost their arms, accoutrements, 
blankets and necessary cloathing: or have been wounded in battle, 
or have fallen sick on their march, and in consequence thereof, either 
on the way or at their own homes have incurred great expences; and 
as the like losses and expences may frequently be incurred hereafter; 
and no effectual provision having been made for the sufferers m such 
cases: 

Resolved, That all such Officers, Soldiers and others above mentioned 
who have lost or shall lose their arms, accoutrements, blankets or 
necessary cloathing (the same being private property, and not fur- 
nished at the expence of the United States) either by being them- 
selves taken captive, or wounded in battle, or by any other inevitable 
accident, without any fault or negligence of their own, the same so 
appearing by the certificate of their Commanding Officer then present: 
shall be allowed for the articles aforesaid so lost what the same were 
or may be reasonably worth when lost: provided that no allowance 
shall be made for any of the articles aforesaid which shall be alleged 
to have been stolen: Such allowances, in the cases of officers and 
soldiers remaming m the army, to be adjusted by the Auditors of 
aceounts with the army, or any detachments thereof, and paid out of 
the military chest; and in other ecases*either by those Auditors, or by 
the Governments of the respective States to which such sufferers did 
or shall belong when such losses happened or shall happen, in sueh 
manner as the governments shall direct: Such allowances in the former 
of these two cases to be paid as above directed out of the military 
chest, and in the latter out of the respective State Treasuries, and 
charged to the United States. 

That all Officers and soldiers, and others as above described who 
since the commencement of the present war, and during the continu- 
ance thereof, have fallen or shall fall sick, on their mareh to or from 
Camp, or from one post to another, or on account of sickness con- 
tracted or wounds received in the service, have been or shall be per- 
mitted to return home, and thereby, either on the way, or at home 
have ineurred or shall meur expences, shall have reasonable allow- 
ances for the same, on the presentation of their accounts to any 
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Deputy Director General of the Hospital, with proper certificates 
from their commanding officers, or the magistrate living nearest to the 
place where such expences accrued, or the select men or overseers of 
the poor of such place; and the several Deputy Directors General 
are hereby required to examine and pay such accounts accordingly. 

And, whereas, neither by the act of the 224 of April, 1777, nor the 
other act of Congress in addition thereto, passed the 20% of October, 
1778S, any provision is made for soldiers falling sick on their march 
when not under the care of their officers: 

Resolved, That the Regulations in both those acts be, and they are 
hereby extended to soldiers falling sick as aforesaid when not under 
the care of their officers; and the private physicians, Surgeons and 
others affording them relief, shall be paid their reasonable demands 
therefor, on producing to the Deputy Director General of the district 
a certificate of the fact, under the hand of the nearest magistrate, or 
the select men or overseers of the poor of the place where such ex- 
pences were incurred: Such physicians, Surgeons and others giving 
notice of such sick soldiers to the officers of the military hospitals 
acreeably to the directions of those acts. 

And whereas, the Governments of some States have given relief in 
many of the cases before mentioned and paid and indemnified their 
Officers, Soldiers and others before described, for their losses and 
expences incurred as aforesaid: 

Resolved, That all monies which have been so paid by any particular 
State, shall be deemed proper charges against the United States, and 
allowed in the settlement of the accounts of such State accordingly. 

And whereas a successful termination of the present war will be 
equally advantageous to all the States in the Union: and justice 
requires that each should bear a proportionate part of the necessary 
Expenditures in raising men and furnishing supplies for the accom- 
plishment of that event; and whereas it will probably happen that 
some States in raising men and furnishing supplies will have paid 
more than their just proportion of the whole necessary expenditures 
aforesaid: 

Resolved, That at the close of the War, Congress will adopt some rule, 
the most just and equal that from a view of all circumstances can be 
devised, for reimbursing and indemnifying those States who as afore- 
said shall have exceeded their just proportion of the whole necessary 
expenditures aforesaid, and for charging such excess on those States 
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which shall be deficient: to the end that perfect justice may be done 
among the States, and the burthen of our common defence laid 
equally on all.’ 


Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 4, 1779 


A letter, of 29 November last, from General Washington, 
was read; * Whereupon, 

Resolved, That General Washington be informed it is the 
desire of Congress, that the troops of the Virginia line be 
immediately put in motion, agreeeably to what is mentioned 
in the former part of his letter. 

Ordered, That the letter be referred to the Board of War, 
and that the Board be instructed to take measures for carry- 
ing into execution the views of the General. 

A letter, of 27 November, from General Washington, was 
read. 

A letter, of this day, from Colonel L. Nieola, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 21, and one, of 24 November, from J. Wads- 
worth, were read: ° 

Ordered, That the letter, of 24th, be referred to the com- 
mittee on his letter of the 26th. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of the Board of War and 
Ordnance, a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Joseph Carleton, paymaster to the said Board, for one million 
dollars, to enable them to continue their purchases of cloath- 


' This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 635. It is 
endorsed: “August 23, 1781. Not to be acted on.”’ 

? The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, 
folio 195; it is printed in Writings of Washington (lord), VIII, 125. 

The Washington letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, 
folio 193; that of Nicola, in No. 163, folio 180; a letter of Wadsworth, dated October 10 
and read this day, is in No. 78, XXIV, folio 125; that of the 24th is on folio 129. 
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ing requisite for the army; for which the said J. Carleton is 
to be accountable. 

That on the application of Mr. [John] Dickinson, one of the 
delegates for the State of Delaware, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer, in favour of his excellency Caesar Rodney, Esq. 
president of the said State, for thirty six thousand dollars, 
for the payment of the bounties allowed by Congress for the 
recruiting service; for which the said State is to be account- 


able.’ 
Ordered, The remainder of the report be postponed. 


A motion was made by Mr. [James] Forbes, seconded by 
Mr. Sherman [John] Fell, 

That Major General Charles Lee be informed that Congress 
have no further occasion for his services in the army of the 
United States of America. 

On which the previous question being moved by Mr. 
[William] Ellery, seconded by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, and the 
yeas and nays being required by Mr. [William] Ellery, 


New Hampshire, — New Jersey, 
Mr. Peabody, ay }ay % @Mr. Fell, no 
Massachusetts Bay, | Houston, no a 
Mr. Gerry, ay | Pennsylvania, 
Lovell, ay _ Mr. Muhlenberg, ay 
Holten, no [| Shippen, ay By 
Partridge, ay Maryland, 
Rhode Island, Mr. Plater, no 
Mr. Ellery, ay } ay Forbes, no | no 
Connecticut, Virginia, 
Mr. Huntington, no Mr. Griffin, no 7a 
Sherman, no 1° | North Carolina, 
New York, Mr. Harnett, ay Ae 
Mr. Livingston, ny Sharpe, no 
Floyd, ay | ay | South Carolina, 
L’Hommedieu, ay Mr. Mathews, ay fay 


1 This report, dated December 4, 1s in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
I1f, folio 865. A paragraph on Flower was postponed and passed on the 14th. See p. 
1378, post. 
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So it passed in the affirmative, and the main question was 
set aside. 

Resolved, That J. Wadsworth, Esq. be informed that Con- 
eress have agreed to accept of his resignation, and have 
elected Ephraim Blaine, Esq. to succeed him, but as Mr. 
Blaine has not yet signified his acceptance, and a failure of 
supplies may be attended with dangerous consequences, 
that Mr. Wadsworth, with the deputies under him, be de- 
sired to continue in the business of supplying the army, 
until his successor shall have accepted and shall be in ca- 
pacity to enter upon and execute the duties of the office. 

A report from the chamber of accounts on the memorial 
of Lewis Weiss, was read: 

Ordered, That a copy thereof be transmitted to the director 
general, and that he be directed to report specially thereon. 

Congress was resolved into a committee of the whole; 
and after some time, the President resumed the chair, 
and Mr. [George] Plater reported that the committee have 
had under consideration the report of the committee for 
regulating departments, and have directed him to report, 
that the same be referred to the committee on Mr. [John] 
Mathews motion of the 2d. 

Resolved, That Congress agree to the said report. 


Ordinance for establishing a Court of Appeals for finally determining 
ca ptures. 


Resolved, That the trials in the Courts of Admiralty in cases of 
captures be according to the usage of nations and not by Jury. 

That all exhibits, evidence and preceedings, be in writing and at 
full lencth. 

That the Judges of the Courts of Admiralty in the several states 
shall order and direct all captures to be inventoried and appraised 
in current money and according to current prices, which inventory 
and appraisement shall be filed in the said Court. 

That a Court be established for the trial of all appeals from thie 
Courts of Admiralty in these United States in cases of captures, to 
consist of three judges learned in the law, appointed and commis- 
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sioned by Congress; that any two of them in the absence of the 
other hold the said Court for the despatch of business. 

That the said Court of Appeals have all the powers of a Court of 
record in fining and imprisoning for contempts and disobedience. 

That the Courts of Admiralty and all officers of the said Courts 
pay obedience to the decrees and orders of the said Court of Appeals, 
so far as may be necessary for the carrying into execution the decrees 
of the said Court. 

That the Judges of the said Court hold their sessions at the City 
of Philadelphia, in the State of Pennsylvania, at Williamsburg, in 
the State of Virginia, and at Hartford, in the State of Connecticut; 
and at such other places not to the eastward of Hartford nor to the 
southward of Williamsburg, and at such times, as they shall judge 
will be most for the public benefit. 

That the Judges of the Court of Appeals be authorized to appoint 
a Register and Marshal of the said Court, and the same to remove at 
pleasure. 

That all fines imposed by the Court of Appeals be collected by 
the Register and paid into the Continental! treasury. 

That in all cases (vid. last quere). 

That no appeal be admitted, unless demanded within five days 
after Definitive Sentence in the Court of Admiralty, and lodged with 
the Register of the Sout of Appeals within forty days afterwards. 

-evise-that And unless 
the party appealing shall have given good and sufficient security 
to prosecute the said appeal to effect and be answerable for costs 
and charges, in case the sentence is confirmed.) See 25‘? Novem- 
ber, 1775. 

That each of the Judges of the Court of Appeals shall be allowed 
a salary at the rate of 30,000 dollars per annuin for their services 
and expences, until the further order of Congress. 


J J ’ 
ao eye 





. a 
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Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


‘This report, in the writing of Charles Thomson, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 29, folio 375. It 1s endorsed December 5, 1779; but it also has a clause 
substituted for the last one and a vote taken upon it, which are entered on the Jour- 
nals January 8, 1780. 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 6, 1779 


An appeal from the judgment of the court of admiralty 
for the State of New Jersey, on the libel Rufus Gardner, 
&e. vs. the brig Sea Horse, John Lynch, claimant, was 
lodged with the secretary and referred to the Committee 
on Appeals. 

A letter, of 2, from General Washington, was read;’ 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That General Washington be informed that 
Congress approve of Colonel Baylor’s regiment of dragoons, 
at present commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Washington, 
being sent to South Carolina, and that the Board of War 
order them to proceed immediately to join Major General 
Lincoln. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 


Ar A Boarp or War, December 2, 1779 

Present, Col. Pickering and M° Peters. 

The Board beg leave to report: 

That, Whereas, sundry officers holding commissions in the Army 
of the United States, have neglected when called upon, to join their 
Regiments; and have refused or neglected to appear before a Court 
Marshal and submit themselves to trial: and no authority having 
been heretofore given to Courts Martial, to enable them to proceed 
against such absentees; and whereas in many cases, unavoidable 
accidents may prevent absent officers from joining their Corps, of 
which it is reasonable they should have opportunity to exhibit the 
proper evidence, 


Resolved, That all officers who have been or shall be in- 
dulged with furloughs, and who have not joined or shall 
not join their corps at the expiration of the times limited 
therein, and all officers absent without leave, shall, when 


1Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, 
folio 199. 
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practicable so to do, be personally notified and directed by 
the commanding officer of the corps, to join their regiment 
or corps in a reasonable time after receipt of such notifi- 
cation; and in case of neglect or refusal so to do, or to 
give satisfactory reasons for their remaining absent there- 
from, a court martial, on proof made of such notice given 
and consequent neglect or refusal, shall proceed against such 
absentees, in the same manner as if they were present, and 
such absence and neglect or refusal to appear or give sat- 
isfactory reasons for their continuance of absence, shall be 
sufficient cause for cashiering, by judgment of the court 
martial, the ofhicers so notified and neglecting or refusing: 

That when, from the want of information of the residence 
of any absent officer or officers, the commanding officer of 
the corps or regiment shall not have it in his power to send 
a personal notification, he shall publish in the newspapers 
of the State, where such absent officer or officers belong 
and usually reside, an order requiring generally all absent 
officers belonging to such corps or regiment, to join the same 
in a specified time; and in case of neglect or refusal to 
appear within the time limited, or before the sitting of the 
court martial, if such space of time, in the opinion of the 
court, be reasonable and proper, such absentee or absentees 
shall be proceeded against in like manner with those receiv- 
ing personal notice. 

A copy of the above has been transmitted to Gen: Washington 
who has approved thereof. There are many cases depending on the 
passing a Regulation similar to the above.! 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Charles Thomson, secretary of Congress, on his application, 
for ten thousand dollars; for which he is to be accountable. 

'This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, I1, folio 631. 
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That a warrant issue on the treasurer, In favour of Mr. 
Wiilham] Floyd, one of the delegates for the State of New 
York, on his application, for five thousand dollars; for which 
the said State 1s to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
William] Sharpe, one of the delegates for the State of North 
Carolina, on his application, for three thousand five hundred 
dollars; for which the said State is to be accountable.’ 

A report of the commissioners of the chambers of accounts 
on the accounts of Colonel Thomas Hartley, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

The committee to whom was referred an extract of a letter 
communicated by Mr. [George] Plater, on 26 November last, 
with direction to enquire into the intelligence therein con- 
tained, brought in a report. 

The Committee to whom an extract of a letter communicated by 
M’ Plater on 26" of November last, was referred, with direction to 
enquire into the intelligence therein contained, beg leave to Report: 

That they have been attended by the person mentioned in the said 
Extract, whom they have particularly interrogated concerning the 
Contents thereof. 

That he peremptorily denies any information having been given 
to him by any Member of Congress as set forth in the said Extract, 
but that the assertion was the result of his own opinion, and so 
expressed by him.? 

The committee on the letter of 26 November, from 
J. Wadsworth, commissary general of purchases, delivered 
in their report. 

That on Enquiry they find the Board of Treasury intend reporting 
a warrant in Favour of the said Commissary General, as soon as the 
state of the Treasury will admit the sum required, or any considerable 


part thereof, to be issued. And submit the following resolution and 
léttcr: * 


1This report, dated December 6, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
ILI, folio 877. 

* This report, in tho writing of Nathaniel Peabody, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 19, V, folio 189. 

®>To this point tho report, in the writing of William Churchill Houston, is in tho 
Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 19, V1, folio 127. 
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Resolved, that the following letter be sent to the several States in 
the Union by the President. 


GEN" 

While Congress congratulate you on the happy issue of the last 
campaign and your preservation (by the smiles of Providence) from 
the open or Insidious attempts of a remorseless enemy, they cannot 
conceal from you the difficulties and embarrassments into wlnch the 
depreciation of the currency and their attempt to restore its credit 
by a strict adherence to their resolution of the dav of for 
putting a stop to further emissions have involved them. 

The quantity of money in circulation renders the expenditures of 
the army enormously large; but these expenditures are considerably 
encreased by a general diminution of confidence in the currency, 
which induces many persons in the Community to lavish it in the 
purchase of any thing at any price rather than retain it in their hands 
or lend it to the pubhe. 

By these means commodities have already risen far beyond the 
price which their scarcity and the money in circulation would place 
them at, nor is there from the best calculations sums sufficient In 
these States to purchase the saleable articles. This evil must there- 
fore Shortly cure itself, if the States will persist in the plan that has 
been chalked out to them, and enable Congress to restore the public 
confidence by carrying on the ensuing campaign without further 
emissions, and at the same time by heavy taxes add to the necessity 
which every man will then feel himself under of parting with his 
hoarded commodities. You reflect, Gentlemen, that Congress have 
no Legislative powers, that the success of their plans must depend 
upon the support they receive from the States in the Union. You 
will not be surprized therefore that they most earnestly entreat you, 
as you value the Independence of your Country, your own freedom, 
and the happmess of your posterity, to furnish with the utmost 
expedition, and without deduction the Quota assigned to you of the 
tax for carrying on the war. The military chest is empty, and the 
Treasury nearly exhausted. Should you reduce Congress to the 
necessity of encreasing by new emissions the money in circulation, 
you will give the most fatal blow to public credit, which one spirited 
excrtion on the part of the respective States would restore. Let us 
then entreat you to make that exertion and punctually to remit to 
the public treasury the amount of your tax; Which that you may 
be the better enabled to do, it is earnestly recommended to you to 
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retrench every expense not absolutely necessary for the welfare of 
the State, particularly in ealling out and stationing militia upon 
Frontiers not immediately in Danger of attack, since whatever is 
laid out in their support is so much deducted from what you might 
otherwise afford to the public treasury, greatly affects the supplies 
for the army, and lessens the facility of procuring them. These 
considerations should render every State extremely cautious of 
Drafting militia except upon the most urgent occasions, especially 
if we add thereto the mischiefs that result to the community from 
the loss of their labour. 

You will be pleased to inform Congress or the Board of Treasury, 
what sums of money you have now in your Treasury to answer the 
demands of Congress, and what you will be able to collect by the first 
day of February next. Iam &c.! 


A report of the commissioners of the chambers of accounts 
on the accounts of Brigadier General Hogan, was read; 


Whereupon, 
CHAMBER OF ACCOUNTS, 
Philadelphia, December 3°%, 1779. 

The Commissioners report, 

That they have examined an account exhibited to them by Briga- 
dier General James Hogan, for his rations during his command in 
this City from January 9! to the 22°! November, 1779, and find 
that there is due to him for Rations short drawn, as p" the Commis- 
sarys return— 


Cwt. qrs. Ibs. 
23 3 j%2 Flour valued at £50 pre! £1,188 7 9 


21 0 14 Beef d° de 1056 5 O 2,244 12 9 


And that he has overdrawn sundry small 
articles amounting as p™ account to 174 8 6 








which leaves a balance due him of 2.0709 et 3 

Equal to five thousand, Five hundred and twenty dollars and fifty one 
ninctieths— 

The Commissioners beg leave to remark that by a late Resolution 

of Congress, General officers commanding in » separate department 


1This letter, in the writing of Robert R. Livingston, is in the Papers of the Conti- 
mental Congress, Nu. 19, VI, folio 129. 
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are entitled to receive a reasonable allowance for their Table Ex- 
penses; and as General Hogan has not drawn the whole quantity of 
provisions allowed to a Brigadier General, and exhibits no other 
account against the Public, they are of opinion, that to encourage 
ceconomy, he should be allowed the sum he charges, as payment of the 
undrawn provisions and other articles which he must necessarily have 
been obliged to purchase; However they submit the whole to the 


consideration of the Honb'* Congress.! 


Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Brigadier General Hogan, for ten thousand dollars, in full 
of his rations not drawn and his extra expences during his 
command in the city of Philadelphia, from the 9th January, 
to 22 November, 1779. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on a plan for establishing a court of appeals for 
finally determining on captures on water, and some progress 
being made therein, 

Ordered, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned. 

A note from the hon. the Minister Plenipotentiary of 
France was read, relative to the capture of an English ves- 
sel, the Greyhound, by eight American sailors: 

Ordered, That a certified copy of the resolution of October 
14, 1777, be transmitted to the Minister, and that he be 
Informed it is the pleasure of Congress that the money aris- 
ing from the sale of the capture be paid to the captors, 
agreeably to the said resolution. 

Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


1 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, III, folio 869. 
Two paragraphs, on Lotbinier and Evans, are printed under December 7, p. 1359, post. 
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A letter, of 4, from Captain William] Burke, was read,’ 
giving information that his vessel [the Henry], on board of 
which were stores for the Continent, was, on her passage 
from Boston, cast away on Brigantine Beach, and desiring 
advice how to proceed: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of two to take 
order: 

The members chosen, Mr. [John] Mathews, and Mr. [Wil- 
liam Churchill] Houston. 

A letter, of November 8, from Lieutenant Colonel Charles 
Simms, was read, desiring leave to resign: 

Ordered, That his resignation be accepted. 

A letter, of 4, from General Washington, was read: 

A letter, of 6, from G. Bryan, Esq. was read, declining to 
accept the office of commissioner of the Board of Admiralty. 

A letter, of 16 November, from Governor Jefferson, of 
Virginia, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The Committee on thetetter-o£6-—Yerentber front-dere 
mish—lWedsvrerth the Post office and the committee 
appointed to prepare a resolution for carrying into effect 
the resolve ordering a monument in memory of Brigadier 
General Count Pulaski; also, 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter, of the 
2d November last, from the governor of Connecticut;* and 
the committee on the letter, of 18 November, from General 
Washington, brought in their several reports. 


' This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, I1T, folio 407. 

* Simms’s letter 1s in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XV, folio 479; 
that of Washington, in No. 152, VII1, folio 283; that of Bryan, in No. 78, 11], folio 411; 
and that of Jefferson, in No. 71, I, folio 287. 

3 See under December 28, p. 1416, post. 
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The Committee to whom was referred a letter from General Wash- 
ington, of the 18 November last, with an abstract of the returns of the 
army, and the report of the Committee to whom was referred the 
Report of the Board of War, on the construction of a resolution of 
Congress, of the 15 March 1779, beg leave to report: 

That each State annually, during the continuance of the war, in the 
month of October be informed by Congress of the deficiency of its 

quota of troops, and called upon to furnish by draught 
Passed or otherwise, men for its complement, or for such 
part thereof, as Congress may from time to time, 

judge necessary. 

That the men to be so furnished join the army by the 1* of January 
in each year, and serve until the first of January in the 
next succeeding year, unless sooner discharged. 

That the Commander in Chief, or Commanding Officer of the respec- 
tive department be authorized and directed to appoint an Officer 

or Officers in each Battalion, to enlist such of the 
Passed recruits as may be willing to engage for the war, allow- 
ing Two hundred dollars to every soldier who may so 

enlist, and Ten dollars to the Officer enlisting him. 

That the Commander in Chief be directed on or before the first of 

October annually, to transmit to Congress a return of 
Passed the army specifying the number of Troops from each 
State, and the Recruits necessary to complete its quota. 

That in addition to the recruits to be furnished by the first of April 
next, each State be required to furnish by draught or otherwise, men 
to supply the place of such of their troops whose time of service will 
expire in April, June and September next, and that the men so sup- 
plied join the army before the times of service of the said Troops shall 
respectively expire, and continue in service until the first of January, 
oil? 

That it be earnestly recommended to the several States to abolish 
all State, County and Town Bounties to recruits for the Coutinental 
Army. 

And Whereas on the 14 of April, 1777, Congress passed the fol- 
lowing resolution, viz: ‘That it be recommended to the Legislatures 
of each of the United States, to enact laws exempting from actual 
service any two of the Militia, who shall within the time limited by 
such laws, furnish one able bodied recruit to serve in any Battalion of 
the Continental Army, for the term of three years, or during the pres- 


Passed 
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ent war: Such exemption to continue during the term for which the 
recruit shall inlist, every such recruit to be entitled to the Continental 
bounty and other allowances.” 

Resolved that it be recommended to the several States to repeal 
their laws made in pursuance of the Resolution aforesaid. 

The Committee ask leave to sit again.’ 


A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. E[zra] L’Hommedieu, one of the delegates for the 
State of New York, on his application, for five thousand 
dollars, for which the said State is to be accountable: 

That on the application of Charles Pettit, Esq. assistant 
quarter master general, the following warrants issue in his 
favour for account of Major General Greene, quarter master 
general, for the use of his department; and for which he, the 
said General Greene, Q. M. G., is to be accountable, viz; 

One on John Lawrence, Esq. commissioner of the eonti- 
nental loan office in the State of Connecticut, for five hun- 
dred thousand dollars; 

And one on Thomas Smith, Esq. commissioner of the 
continental loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for three 
million dollars.’ 

The commissioners report, 

That there is due to Monsr. Lotbinier, chaplain to Colonel 
Livingston’s regiment, for his pay and subsistance for the 
month of November last, two hundred and forty dollars: 

That there is due to George Evans for an entertainment 
ordered by a committee of Congress in consequence of a 
resolution for that purpose, ten thousand three hundred and 
eighty eight dollars and sixty ninetieths:’ 


' This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Contincntal 
Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 257.* 

* This report, dated December 7, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
11], folio 881. 

* See note under December 6, p. 1356, ante. Theentertainment was incouipliment to 
the Minister of Franco. 
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Ordered, That the said accounts be paid. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a commissioner for 
the Board of Admiralty; and, the ballots being taken, 

Francis Lewis, Esq. was chosen. 

Congress proceeded to the election of a commissioner of the 
Board of War; and, the ballots being taken, 

Colonel William Grayson, was chosen. 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee for establishing a court of appeals; after some 
time, 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of the whole. 

Congress was then resolved into a committee of the whole, 
and after some time, the President resumed the chair, and 
Mr. [George] Plater, reported that the committee have had 
under consideration the report referred to them and made 
some progress therein, but not having come to a conclusion, 
desire leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That on Friday next, Congress be resolved into a 
committee of the whole to consider farther the report of the 
committee on the plan for establishing a court of appeals. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the Committee on 
Appeals, in the room of Mr. [Henry] Marchant and Mr. 
[Jesse] Root: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Ezra] L’Hommedieu and Mr. 
[William] Ellery. 

Ordered, That Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett have leave of 
absence. 

Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1779 
Mr. Thomas Burke and Mr. Allen Jones, delegates for the 


State of North Carolina, attended, and produced their cre- 
dentials, which were read, us follows: 
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STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA. 
In General Assembly, 26 October, 1779. 

The Committee, who were appointed to Superintend the Balloting 
for Delegates to represent this State in Congress the Ensuing year, 
Reported, That by a Majority of the votes of both Houses of the 
General Assembly, Whitmill Hill, Thomas Burke and Allen Jones, 
Esquires were Elected as Delegates. 

The House taking the said Report into consideration, eoneurred 


therewith. 
A. Nasu, S. S. 


Tuos: BENBURY, S. C. 

By Order 

Tuo SiTGREAVEs, C. 8S. 
wet, C, H. C.! 
STATE OF NorTU CAROLINA. 
In General Assembly, 28th October, 1779. 

Resolved, That Whitmill Hill, Thomas Burke and Allen Jones, 
I’squires, Delegates appointed by the present General Assembly to 
represent this State in Congress the ensuing year, in conjunction with 
Joun Penn, Cornelius Harnett and William Sharpe, Esquires, be and 
they are hereby invested with the same powers and Authorities that 
the Delegates appointed by any former Assembly of this State were 
invested with. 

Resolved, that His Excellency the Governor be impowered and 
requested to make out Commissions to Whitimill Hill, Thoinas Burke 
and Allen Jones, Esquires, as Delegates, certifying the powers and 
Authorities which they are invested with, to which the great Seal of 
this State shall be affixed. 

A Nasu S. 5S. 


Tuos: Brenpury S. C. 
By Order, 


JNO SITGREAVES C. S. 
J. tue, C H. C.! 


A letter, of 28 July, from Amsterdam, and one without 
date, from A. Lee, were read: 

A letter, of this day, from F. Lewis, was read, signifying 
his acceptance of the office of commissioner of the Board of 
Admiralty. 


' The original isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, North Carolina, Credentials 
af Delegates. 
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A letter, of 7, from E. Blaine, was read.’ 

A letter, of 7, from the Board of War, was read; Where- 
upon, 

War OrricE, December 7, 1779. 

The Board are extremely embarrassed mn their attempt to execute 
the orders of Congress on the subject of the Troops intended to rein- 
force the southern army. From a want of information of the proba- 
hility of a convoy to guard the Transports if they could be provided 
from Chesapecak, and the seeming impracticability of providing 
Transports in that Bay, we have ordered on the North Carolina 
Brigade by water to Christeen, thence to the head of Elk by land, and 
from thence to Petersburg in Virginia by water. The wagons 
attached to the Brigade arc ordered on to Petersburg, as there is a 
creat appearance of impracticability in providing wagons in Virginia. 
All the information we have collected from Gentlemen having the 
latest knowledge of the situation of that country tends to evince the 
opinion we have formed, that it will be next to impossible for the 
Troops to march by land in any time short enough to be of use in the 
relief of the country against an invasion in force by the Troops of the 
Enemy, even if those Troops are yet to be sent from the City of New 
York. The rapidity of their Transportation and safety of convoy 
will give them every advantage, and altho’ in our circumstances every 
thing must be attempted, we conceive that little dependence is to be 
placed in a reinforcement from this quarter, which will lessen every 
mile of its progress by land if its march can at any rate be accom- 
plished. Whether any troops can be sent from North Carolina time 
enough to give a check to the Enemy or not, is a subject we are 
unacquainted with, but if 1t could be done we humbly conceive it 
would be advisable. 

We cannot undertake to determine im favor of the passage of the 
Virginia troops by water, uninformed as we are on most points neces- 
sary to be taken into consideration. We therefore shall direct their 
progress from hence to Williainsburg, where they can be best accom- 
modated, and shall direct the quarter master to provide for their pro- 
ceeding from thence with all the speed circumstances will admit. 
But we do not yet know how many men will be ordered on, as the 
Com! in Chief means to retain those whose times will expire in or 
before January; and what proportion of them are under this predica- 


' The letter of Lewis is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XIV, folio 
295; that of Blaine, in No. 165, folio 307. 
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ment we know not. It appears that it will take near one month from 
this time to collect wagons at Wilhamsburg sufficient for the use of 
the supposed number of Troops, and it does not appear certain that 
wagons can even be had in that time to transport the baggage and 
stores the whole way, as they must be hired, and the people have an 
utter aversion to the service. The Assistant Q? Master Gen! (M' Petit) 
informs us that there is a great scarcity of forage, and that all the 
Deputies are out of money to buy it. Whereas magazines should 
have been timely provided thro’ the whole route, and we believe that a 
single regiment would under present circumstances meet with the 
greatest difficulties m their mareh to Charlestown. The distresses 
therefore of a larger Body must be accumulated in proportion to their 
numbers. 

It therefore appears to us that the Virginia Troops must halt at 
Wilhamsburg until the means of their proceeding farther are more 
safe and certain, and as the North Carolina brigade will exhaust all 
the present supphes on the road, The wagons now attached to the 
former, should proceed to Williamsburg, and having their wearied 
horses replaced proceed the whole way with the troops. Magazines 
of forage and provision should be laid up at proper places and to 
effect this the quarter Masters and commissaries departments should 
be well supplied, and that immediately, with money. When the Com- 
manding Officer of the Troops at Williamsburg is ascertained of the 
practicability of proceeding, he should march off the Troops by 
detachments as circumstances render necessary. On the whole we 
are of opinion that a period of at least three months will have elapsed 
before the Virginia Troops can possibly arrive in South Carolma, and 
then they will be much reduced by desertions and other casualties. 

We have troubled Congress on this subject that they might be 
acquainted with our ideas of the embarrassments to be contended 
with, and that they may be pleased to fall on every possible measure 
to remedy them. If Congress are possessed of information relative to 
the safety of water transportation the whole way, the ineasure will 
certainly be the most eligible; but the dangers now apparently 
attending it are in our view so great that we will not undertake to 
determine it without the positive directions of Congress. Whether if 
the Convoy is in Chesapeak, transports can be had we know not. The 
creater gains made by the owners of vessels in private than in public 
service will create an aversion in the Merchants to hire them as 
transports. 
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P. S. The General seems in the postscript of his letter to Congress 
to be decisively of opinion, ‘‘that we cannot attempt to succour 
Georgia and South Carolina by a land march of Troops.’”! 

A motion was made by Mr. [John] Mathews, seconded by 
Mr. [Cornelius] Harnett, 

That the Board of War be directed to use the best means 
in their power, to forward by land the Virginia troops to 
join the southern army. 

A motion was made by Mr. [William] Ellery, seconded by 
Mr. [James] Forbes, 

That the consideration of the foregoing motion be post- 
poned until the committee who are gone to head quarters, 
and, among other things, were to confer with General Wash- 
ington on the state of the southern department, shall have 
reported the result of their conference. 

A division of the last motion was called for, and on the 
question to postpone the consideration of the first motion, 
the yeas and nays being required by Mr. [John] Mathews, 














New Hampshire, | Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, no}no ; Mr. Muhlenberg, 0 
Massachusetts Bay, | Shippen, no se 
Mr. Lovell, no Maryland, 
Holten, no } no | Mr. Plater, no | 4: 
Partridge, ay | Forbes, ay oe 
Rhode Island, | Virginia, 
Mr. Ellery, ay bay Mr. Griffin, no }* 
Connecticut, North Carolina, 
Mr. Huntington, no | ae Mr. Harnett, ho 
Sherman, n Burke, no } no 
New York, Jones, no 
Mr. Livingston, no South Carolina, 
Floyd, no } no Mr. Mathews, no } no 
L’Hommedieu, no 
New Jersey, | 
Mr. Fell, Ay | ae 
Houston, no , 





! This letter 1s in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, IJ, folio 639. 
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So it passed in the negative. 

Congress proceeded in the consideration of the first motion, 
which being amended by striking out sundry words: 

On the question, Resolved, That the Board of War be 
directed to forward the Virginia troops to join the southern 
army. 

On motion of Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, seconded by Mr. 
[James] Lovell, 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to confer 
with the Board of War about the best method of conveying 
the troops of the Virginia line to join the southern army, by 
land or by means of any inland navigation, and take order 
thereon; 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Burke, Mr. [Cyrus] 
Griffin, and Mr. [John] Mathews.’ 

Resolved, That a member be elected for the committee 
appointed to correspond with the commanding officer in the 
southern department, 1n the room of Mr. [Henry] Marchant: 

The member chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Burke. 

The election of Mr. [Francis] Lewis, and his acceptance of 
the office of a commissioner of the Board of Admiralty, 
having vacated Mr. [William] Floyd’s seat at that Board, 
both of them being from the same state: 

On motion of Mr. [William] Floyd, 


1“The Committee of Congress, appointed for the purpose, having met the board 
this morning, after a full consideration of the snbject, the following route was agreed 
on for the march of the Virginia troops to South Carolina, viz: Those troops to embark 
at Trenton with their baggage, and proceed to Christeen, and cross to the Head of Elk; 
there to embark again and proceed down the bay to Williamsburg, wbere they might 
remain in barracks: The waggons being empty to proceed by land to Petersburg, to 
which place the troops should proceed from Williamsburg in time to meet them: The 
Artillery and ammunition to go with the troops, the ammunition waggons by land 
with the others. 

‘“‘It has been further agreed, that on account of the great length of the march it will 
be useless to send any of the Virginia troops whose service will expire by tho middle 
of March next, and to request your Exccllency to retain all such at camp.’> Board 
of War to Washington, December 10, 1779. Letters to Washington, 94, folio 107. 
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Resolved, That a member be elected for the Board of 
Admiralty in the room of Mr. [Wilham] Floyd: 

The member chosen, Mr. [William] Ellery. 

Resolved, That two members be added to the committee 
on General Arnold’s accounts, in the room of Mr. [Henry] 
Laurens and Mr. [James] Mercer. 

The members chosen Mr. [William] Floyd and Mr. [Thomas] 
Burke. 

Resolved, That all matters heretofore referred to the 
marine committee be transmitted to the Board of Admiralty. 

Adjourned to 10 oClock on Friday. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 10, 1779 


A letter, of 6, from Lieutenant Colonel John Laurens was 
read, declining to accept the office of secretary to the minis- 
ter at the court of France, with which Congress were pleased 
to honor him. 

A letter, of 6, from Governor Livingston was read, enclos- 
ig a translation of a letter, of 16 July, from Amsterdam. 

A letter, of S, from D[avid] Jackson and a memorial from 
the officers in the hospital department, were read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Medical Committee. 

A letter, of 10th, from Colonel B. Flower, was read.’ 

A report of the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Governor Jefferson be informed that Con- 
eress approve of the measures taken by the executive of the 
State of Virginia in sending to the post of Charlotteville, as 
guards to the convention troops, a new raised battalion of 
infantry, and a troop of light horse of their State troops; and 
that those troops be considered in continental service and 
receive continental pay and rations, while doing duty at the 
convention barracks: 


1 Taurens’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 165, folio 7; that of 
Livingston, in No. 68, folio 499, with a letter from Van der Capellan on folio 487; that of 
Jackson and enclosures, in No. 78, XIII, folio 125-133; and that of Flower, in No. 78, 
IX, folio 299. 
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That the Board of War be directed to order the party of 
Colonel Bland’s regiment of light dragoons now at Charlotte- 
ville, to proceed to South Carolina forthwith and join the 
regiment there: 

That Congress have every reason to be satisfied with the 
conduct, firmness and prudence evidenced by Colonel Bland 
in his command at the convention barracks; but as the state 
of his health and the situation of his private affairs will not 
permit him to remain in conimand at that post, General 
Washington be directed to appomt a successor in the com- 
mand to Colonel Bland, who shall immediately proceed to the 
post, and take upon him the direction of affairs there.' 

Resolved, That the resignation of Colonel Bland be ac- 
cepted. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee, on the letter of 23 September from J. Bradford; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That instructions be sent to the respective agents 
under the authority of these United States, that they do not 
in future on any consideration dispose of any part of the con- 
tinental share of prizes, unless it be of such articles as are in a 
perishable state, without orders for that purpose. 

Ordered, That the remainder of the report be postponed 
till Monday next. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1779 


A letter, of 8, from General Washington, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. {Robert R.}] Livingston, Mr. 
[John] Mathews, and Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 


1 This report, dated December 8 (Pickering and Peters present), is in the Papers of 
the Continental Congress, No. 147, U1, folio 643. 
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Another letter, of 7, from Genera! Washington, was read:’ 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to the counter- 
feiting the bills of credit of the United States, be referred to 
the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of this day, from Major General Gates, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 27 October, from Major General Lincoln; and 
one, of § instant, from Major General Greene, were read :* 

A letter, of 8th, from James Milligan, auditor general, was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A memorial from Captain [J.] Baldesqui was read :? 

Ordered, That so much thereof as relates to his character, 
which he apprehends will be wounded by the resolution of 
17th May, unless facts are properly stated, be referred to the 
Board of Treasury; 

And that so much as relates to his desire of leave to resign 
his commission and to be gratified with the brevet of major, 
be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 6, from A[{ndrew] Harper, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 26 November, from J[oseph] Ward, commis- 
sary general of musters, was read.’ 

A report from the committee sent to camp was received. 

The Committee, appointed to repair to Head Quarters for the pur- 
poses mentioned in the resolutions of Congress of the 30th instant, 
beg leave to report, 


That having laid before the Commander in Chief the resolutions 
of Congress they were charged with and the papers referred to in the 


1The letters of Washington are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, 
V111, folios 207, 215. The first is printed in the Writings of Washington (Ford), VIII, 
128. 

° Gates’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 154, If, folio 198; 
that of Greene, in No. 155, I, folio 184. 

This memorial is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, 1, folio 270. 

* Harper's letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XI, folio 475; 
that of Ward, in No. 78, XXIV, folio 137. 





December, 1779 1369 


same, His Excellency was pleased to furnish your Committee with 
copy of a letter he had the honor to address Congress on the 29th ult. ; 
that they perfectly agree with his Excellency on the propriety of 
detaching the Virginia line to reinforce the Forces under the com- 
mand of Major General Lincoln; that the reasons given by his Excel- 
lency in the letter referred to, for conveying them thither by water 
appear to your Committee conclusive. They therefore Intreat per- 
mission to recommend that the Commander of the [french fleet. 
now in Chesapeak Bay should be pressed to afford sufficient Convoy, 
and the necessity of it urged on the principles stated in the Gencral’s 
letter, and on the recommendation of the Minister of France, ‘‘that 
the Attention of Congress should be given to the Overtures made 
by Don Juan de Miralles;” 

Your Commnttee beg leave further to observe thut so capital a 
detachment from this army, considering the extensive posts to be 
maintained and the Enemy’s position and force, may induce them 
to an offensive operation against it, which in the decreased strength 
of the Army, when the Virginia troops shall be detached, would, 
they conceive, be attended with at least very disagreable, if not 
ruinous consequences: they therefore, humbly recommend that 
immediate and decisive measures should be adopted to draw from 
the several States in the Union their respective Quotas to compleat 
the battahons now on the establishment, as they humbly conceive 
that the Militia, which the Commander in Chief is impowered by the 
seventh resolution to call forth into the field, is a resource too pre- 
carious to be depended upon in the present situation of affairs. 

Your Commitice beg leave further to report, that having conferred 
with the Commander in Chief on the subject matter of the papers 
transmitted to Congress by the Minister of France, and Don Juan de 
Miralles, they find his Excellency’s Sentiments perfectly coinciding 
with theirs on the subject, to wit; That it would be highly impru- 
dent to enter on any offensive operation against any of the Enemy’s 
fortifications, or forces South of Georgia, previous to the reduction 
or expulsion of the British Force from that State. It is therefore 
humbly submitted that it should be proposed to their Most Christian 
and Catholic Majesty’s Ambassadors, Agents, Governors or Com- 
manders, that a fleet m such force of both or either of said powers, 
as would in all probability insure a superiority on the Coasts south of 
South Carolina over any British naval force which may reasonably 
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be expeeted in that Quarter, should be sent as early as possible to 
Charles Town, together with five thousand land forees to operate in 
conjunction with what American foree may be in that quarter against 
the British in Georgia; that after having redueed or expelled the 
Enemy from that State, the Combined foree should proceed to the 
reduetion of the British Garrisons in East or West Florida, as should 
be deemed most expedient by the contracting parties, and that 
having accomplished this, or failed in the operations, the American 
troops should be reconveyed to sueh of the United States as may be 
agreed upon. 

Your Committee beg leave to observe on that part of the paper 
delivered by Don Juan de Miralles, whieh regards a supply of pro- 
visions for the Inhabitants of the City of Havana and Isle of Cuba, 
that it would be improper to make a pointed promise to furnish such 
supply in part or the whole, until it is put. beyond all doubt that there 
will be a surplus after the Army and Navy of the United States and 
the fleet of our Ally are amply provided; That nevertheless, as an 
inducement to procure a Spanish force to eooperate with our troops 
in Georgia, if they eannot do it without an aid in point of provisions, 
some risk should be run and a dependance put on extraordinary 
exertions to procure provisions in this Quarter for our own Army. 


All of whieh is humbly submitted 
Prt: SCHUYLER 


H* MARCHANT. 
Head Quarters, Morris Town, December 7, 1779.! 


The committee on the motion of the 3d instant, respecting 
the commissary general of purchases, brought in a report 
and desired leave to sit again. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. [George] Plater, one of the delegates for the State of 
Maryland, on his application, for six thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable. 


'This report, in the writing of Philip Schuyler, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 33, folie 321. It is endorsed: ‘‘ Referred to [John] Mathews, [Roger] 
Sherman and [Robert R.] Livingston.’’ See under December 16, 1779, post. 
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Resolved, That on the application of the Board of War and Ord- 
nance, a warrant issue on the Treasurer in favor of Joseph Carleton, 
Esq. Pay Master to the said Board, for 200,000 dollars 

Postponed for the contingent expences of the War and Ordnance 
Office, and for the purpose of enabling M! Cheevers, 

Comuinissary of Miltary Stores at Springfield, to build a number of 
houses for the reception and employment of the Artillery Artificers at 
that place; for which the said Joseph Carleton is to be accountable.' 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
C[ornelius] Harnett, one of the delegates for the State of 
North Carolina, on his appheation, for five thousand dollars; 
for which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Robert 
Troup, secretary to the Board of Treasury, and Joseph 
Nourse, assistant auditor general, for three thousand dollars, 
each, on aceount of their salaries.” 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee for procuring supplies for the army; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That the legislature of the State of Virginia be 
requested to furnish, for the army of the United States, on or 
before the first day of April next, 20,000 barrels of Indian 
corn, and transport the same to such places within the said 
State as the commissary general of purchases shall direct: 

That the legislature of the State of Maryland be requested, 
in addition to the 15,000 barrels of flour heretofore required 
of them, to furnish for the army of the United States, on or 
before the first day of April next, 5000 barrels of flour and 
5000 barrels of Indian corn: 

That the State of Pensylvania be requested to furnish, for 
the army of the United States, on or before the first day of 
April next, 50,000 barrels of flour, or wheat in proportion: 

'This report, dated December 10, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 885. 


? This report, dated December 11, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
Ill, folio 891. 
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That the 10,000 barrels of flour, or wheat in proportion, 
heretofore requested from the State of Delaware by the com- 
mittee of Congress, be furnished as soon as possible: 

That 8000 barrels of flour be requested from the State of 
New Jersey, part of which to be furnished as soon as possible, 
to answer the immediate demands of the army: 

That the State of Connecticut be requested to furnish, for 
the army of the United States, 8000 barrels of flour. 

Resolved, That the committee who brought in the report, 
be directed to confer with his excellency the President and 
supreme executive council of Pensylvania, in order to their 
carrying into execution the request of Congress made to their 
State: 

That letters be written to the other states, requesting them 
immediately to proceed in furnishing the supplies. 

Resolved, That the remainder of the report be postponed. 

A letter, of this day, from the honourable the Minister of 
France, was read, relative to the proceeds of the vessel cap- 
tured by eight American seamen; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Minister of France be informed, that 
Congress approve the paying of the money arising from the 
sale of the Greyhound, which was captured by eight American 
seamen, to the captors or to their attornies in equal shares; 
and that measures will be taken to convey intelligence to the 
said captors. 

Ordered, That the said letter, together with his note on this 
subject, be referred to the delegates of Massachusetts bay and 
Rhode Island. 

Resolved, That the committee who brought in the report on 
supplies have leave to sit again. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 
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MONDAY, DECEMBER 13, 1779 


A memorial of Christopher Hele, was read, praying to be 
exchanged, and to have leave to go to New York upon his 
parole for a few days, to procure a person in his room: ' 

Resolved, That Mr. Hele be informed that the prayer of his 
memorial cannot be granted until Captain Cunningham 1s 
released, as it has been determined that he must abide the 
fate of that officer. 

A letter, of 11, from Charles Pope, hleutenant colonel of the 
Delaware regiment, was read, praying leave to resign his com- 
mission: ° 

Resolved, That his resignation be accepted. 

A petition of Mary Kerr was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the commissary general of 
prisoners. 

A letter from Benyowszki was read: ° 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

The director general, to whom was referred the report of 
the commissioners on the memorial of Lewis Weiss in behalf 
of the single brethren of Bethlehem, having reported thereon, 
and the said report being read :* 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Lewis Weiss, attorney of John Bonn, warden of the single 
brethren of Bethlehem, for three thousand and seventy 
seven dollars and 60/90 for the use of the said brethren, being 
in full of their account for evacuating, repairing and re-enter- 
ing their house, which was used as a general hospital for the 
space of eight months, in lieu of rent and all other demands.’ 


' This memorial, dated December 10, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 41, IV, folio 99. 

? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XVIII, folio 263. 

3 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, ITI, folio 415. 

*Shippen’s letter, dated this day, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 
19, VI, folio 513. 

5 This report, dated December 4, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
IT, folio 873. 
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On motion of Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded by Mr. [Wil- 
liam Churchill] Houston, 

Resolved, That the Board of Treasury be directed to pay to 
J{ohn] Mitchel, deputy quarter master general, a sum in bills 
of exchange sufficient to discharge a year’s rent of the house 
occupied by the President of Congress. 

Resolved, That a member be added to the Board of Treas- 
ury, in the room of Mr. [William] Sharpe, who 1s absent. 

The member chosen, Mr. [William] Floyd. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1779 


Mr. [John] Penn, a delegate for North Carolina, attended, 
and took his seat in Congress. 

A letter, of 10th and 11th, from General Washington, was 
read, enclosing a letter, of 9, from Clement Biddle. 

Also a letter, of 13, from Brigadier Woodford, was read: 

Ordered, That the letter from General Washington and that 
from Brigadier Woodford be referred to the Board of War. 

A memorial from Stephen Moore, was read:? 

Ordered, That it be referred to 2 committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, Mr. 
[John] Fell and Mr. [Roger] Sherman. 

A letter, of 3, from H. Champion, was read.’ 

A report from the Board of Treasury wasread; Whereupon 

Ordered, That on the application of Chaloner & White, 
ugents for Colonel J. Wadsworth, commissary general of pur- 
chases, the following warrants issue in his favour, for one mil- 
lion one hundred thousand dollars, for the use of his depart- 
ment; for which he is to be accountable, viz; 


1 The letter of Washington is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, 
folio 219; that of Woodford, in No. 78, XXIV, folio 145; that of Moore, dated the 11th, 
in No. 41, VI, folio 151. 

? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Coagress, No. 78, V, folio 437. 





December, 1779 1375 


One on Samuel Patterson, Esq. commissioner of the conti- 
nental loan office for the State of Delaware, for one hundred 
thousand dollars; 

One on Thomas Harwood, Esq. treasurer of the State of 
Maryland, for seven hundred thousand dollars; 

One on David Rittenhouse, Esq. treasurer of the State of 
Pensylvania, for one hundred thousand dollars; 

And one on John Stevens, Jun. Esq. treasurer of the State 
of New Jersey, for two hundred thousand dollars: 

That on the application of the Board of Admiralty a 
warrant issue on the managers of the United States lottery, 
for fifty thousand dollars, in favour of the said Board, for 
the use of the navy board of the middle department; for 
which the said Board of Admiralty is to be accountable: 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of William 
Govett, Esq. one of the commissioners of the chamber of 
accounts, for five thousand dollars; and one in favour of 
Resolve Smith, Esq. another of the said commissioners for 
six thousand dollars, on account of their salaries, respectively.’ 

The committee, to whom was referred the letter, of 8 
December, from General Washington, respecting the chal- 
lenging members of a court martial; 

The Committee to whom a letter from General Washington, dated 
the 8"? December, 1779, was referred, humbly submit the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That on all trials by Courts Martial, for Capital offences, 
at, least twenty six persons be returned as members of such Court, 
with a list of whose names the person to be tried shall be furnished at. 
least six hours before such trial commences, and may if he shall think 
proper, challenge peremptorily any number of the officers whose 
names shall be so returned, not exceeding six, and as many more as 
he shall be able to assign good reasons for objecting to. The validity 
of such objections to be determined by those who have been admitted 
to take their seats. Or if the objections shall be offered before any 


' This report, dated Decomber 13, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
ILI, folio 895. 
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six of the proposed members shall have been sworn, then by the six 
senior officers present, not having been before challenged. 

Provided, nevertheless that no peremptory challenges be allowed in 
cases not capital, or where from the situation of the army it would 
have the effect of preventing atrial. In which cases the reasons upon 
which the persons charged shall object to any officer returned as a 
member of such Court shall be assigned, and the validity thereof 
determined as above.' 


The committee on the letter, of 18S November, from General 
Washington; 


The Committee to whom was referred General Washington’s letter 
of the 18 Nov: last, and other matters relative to recruiting the army, 
Beg leave further to report: 

That for the ensuing campaign the several States be required to 
furnish by draught or otherwise, on or before the first day of April 

next, the Deficiency of their respective quotas of 80 
Passed Battalions of Infantry, as apportioned by a resolution 
of Congress of the 9" of March, 1779. 

That the non-commissioned Officers and soldiers that are or may 

be enlisted in the several military Corps of the army, not imeluded 

in the said SO Battalions, be considered as part of the 

Passed said quota and credited to the States to which such 
officers and soldiers respectively do or may belong. 

That it be recommended to each State to make like provision for 
officers, and for the soldiers enlisted for the war, in the said Corps 

who shall continue in service until the establishment of 
Passed Peace, and belong to the said State, as may be made for 
other officers and soldiers of its Battalion, pursuan$ to 

a Resolution of Congress of the 17 August last. 

That the letter from General Washington of the 1S November last, 
and the abstract of the army enclosed therein, be referred to the 
Board of War, who are directed forthwith to report to Congress a 
list of the deficiencies of Troops to be furnished by the first of April 
next, and at other periods during the next campaign, by the several 
States, agreeable to the preceeding Resolves. 

The Committee desire leave to sit again.’ 

' This report, in the writing of Robert R. Livingston, is in the Papers of the Conti- 
nental Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 261*. 

° This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental 


Conaress, No. 19, VI, folio 263*. It is endorsed: ‘2nd. report &c.”" See under De- 
cember 16, post. 
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And the committee on supplies, brought in reports; which 
were read: 

Resolved, That the committee on the letter of 18 November, 
have on their request leave to sit again. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on supplies, and thereupon came to the following 
resolution : 

Whereas the aid of the several states is necessary in furnish- 
ing provisions for the army, and other supplies for carrying on 
the war; and justice requires that they be called upon to 
furnish their respective quotas at equitable prices: 

Resolved, That all the states shall be called upon to furnish 
their quotas of such supplies as may, from time to time, be 
wanted for carrying on the war; and in making the requisi- 
tions, due care shall be taken to suit the convenience of the 
several states; and the articles by them respectively fur- 
nished shall be credited towards their quotas of the monies 
which they are called upon to raise for the United States, at 
equal prices for articles of the same kind and quality, and for 
others in due proportion; and the accounts shall be finally 
compared and adjusted so as to do equity to all the states.’ 

On passing the foregoing resolution, the yeas and nays 
being required by Mr. [James] Forbes, 





Massachusctts Bay, New York, 

Mr. Gerry, ay | Mr. Livingston, ay 
Lovell, ay| Floyd, ay } ay 
Holten, ay a L’Hommedieu, ay 
Partridge, RY | New Jersey, 

Rhode Island, Mr. Fell, ay | : 

Mr. Ellery, Ay } ay ¥louston, ay i 

Connecticut, 

Mr. Huntington, ay | _ 

Sherman, ay 


‘ This report, in the writing of Roger Sherman, is in the /’apers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 21, folio 189. The two votes were recorded on the same sheet by 
Thomson. 
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Pennsylvania, _ North Carolina, 

Mr. Searle, AY | Mr. Burke, ay |e 
Muhlenberg, ee Jones, ay | * 
M‘Lene, ay | ° | South Carolina, 

Shippen, AV Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 
Maryland, 

Mr. Plater, no 

Forbes, no oe 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

A report from the Board of Treasury, was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Colonel Benjamin Flower, commissary general of military 
stores, for one million dollars, for the use of his department; 
for which he is to be accountable.’ 

On the question to agree to this, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Samuel] Holten, 








New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Mr. Peabody, ay } ay Mr. Searle, ay 
Massachusetts Bay, Muhlenberg, ay} ay 
Mr. Gerry, ay, NM’ Lene, no 
Lovell, ay | ay Maryland, 
Holten, no Mr. Plater, ay 
Partridge, no Forbes, ay y 
Rhode Island, Virginia, 
Mr. Ellery, Ay t ay Mr. Griffin, ay f x 
Conn ecticut, North Carolina ; 
Mr. Huntington, no Mr. Penn, ay 
Sherman, no | ve Burke, ay : a 
New York, South Carolina, 
Mr. Livingston, ay Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 
Floyd, ayy;ay | 
L’Hommedieu, ay 
New Jersey, 
Mr. Fell, ay 
Houston, ay |"? 





' See note under December 4, p. 1348, ante. 
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So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

That on the application of Jonathan Burrall, assistant to 
Colonel Palfrey, pay master general, a warrant issue on the 
treasurer, in favour of the said Colonel Palfrey, for one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, for the use of his depart- 
ment, and for which he is to be accountable: 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of David 
C. Claypoole, printer to Congress for six thousand dollars, 
on his application; for which he is to be accountable: 

That a warrant tissue on the treasurer, in favour of Charles 
Morse, assistant in the secretary’s office of Congress, for 
fifteen hundred dollars, on account of his salary: 

That on the application of Chaloner and White, agents for 
Colonel J. Wadsworth, commissary general of purchases, 
the following warrants issue in his favour and for the use 
of his department on the treasurers of the following states, 
for two millions two hundred thousand dollars; in part of 
the monies raised by them for the use of the United States; 
for which sums the said Jeremiah Wadsworth is to be 
accountable, viz; 

One of Gerardus Bancker, Esq. treasurer of the State of 
New York, for four hundred thousand dollars; 

One on John Lawrence, Esq. treasurer of the State of 
Connecticut, for six hundred thousand dollars; 

One on Joseph Clarke, Esq. treasurer of the State of 
Rhode Island, for one hundred thousand dollars; 

One on Henry Gardiner, Esq. treasurer of the State of 
Massachusetts bay, for eight hundred thousand dollars; 

And another on Nicholas Gilman, Esq. treasurer of the 
State of New Hampshire, for three hundred thousand 
dollars.’ 


'This report, dated December 14, is in the Papa's of the Continental Congress, No. 
136, IH, folio 899. The paragraphs on Fogg and Milligan form part of the same 
report. 
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The Board of the Treasury, to whom was referred the 
petition of Jeremiah Fogg, quarter master to General Poor’s 
brigade, brought in a report thereon; Whereupon, 


TREASURY OFFICE, December 14°, 1779. 


The Commissioners of Accounts at Albany, having represented to 
the Board of Treasury, that they had, in consequence of an order 
of the Board of the 5" of March last, considered the 
Agreed petition of Jeremiah Fogg, Quarter Master to General 
Poor’s Regiment (which stood referred to the Board 
from Congress) respecting parts of Rations said to be due to the 
said Regiment; and that after making the inost deligent enquiry, 
they were not able to investigate the matter; nor obtain any satis- 
factory Proof they were due: On the contrary as this is the only 
instance of a demand of the kind from any Regiment serving with 
them in Canada, they are of opinion an equivalent has been made 
in the issuing of provisions; Upon this state of the affair the Board 
beg leave to report it as their opinion, that the petition of the 
said Jeremiah Fogg be dismissed. 
The Board further beg leave to report, That they have taken 
into consideration the Letter of James Milligan, Esq‘ of the 8‘ 
instant, to his Excellency the President of Congress, 
Recommitted stating his objections to that part of the ordinance 
establishing the Treasury which says “he is then with 
his assistant to examine the nature of the Charges and Vouchers”, 
to them referred, and having conversed with him on the subject of 
those objections, they find he holds the undertaking to examine the 
nature of the vouchers of the Accounts to be reported to him from the 
Chambers of Accounts to be a duty too great to be performed by him 
and his assistant, and in his opinion impracticable, and, therefore, if 
that duty is insisted on he cannot undertake the Office of Auditor; 
and it appears plainly to the Board by the ordinance an examina- 
tion of the vouchers is enjoined him and his assistant. It there- 
fore rests with Congress to determine whether the examination of 
the nature of the vouchers is to be dispensed with or not, to deter- 
mine M* Milligan’s acceptance of the office. 


Ordered, That the said petition be dismissed. 


Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury on the 
letter, of 8, from James Milligan, be re-committed. 
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Ordered, That the report of the committee sent to camp 
be referred to the committee on the letter from Don. J. 
Mirailles. 

That a member be added to that committee in the room 
of Mr. [Henry] Marchant: 

The member chosen, Mr. LHeresten; [John] Mathews. 

Resolved, That the Commericat Committee be directed 
to take immediate measures to procure a supply of 
eunpowder and cloathing, for the use of the continen- 
tal army and navy; and that the Treasury Board be 
directed to supply them for that purpose with bills of 
exchange on Holland, to the amount of four thousand 
pounds sterling, when required by the said Committee, 
in lieu of bills formerly furnished them for that purpose, 
which are supposed to be destroyed.’ 

Resolved, That to morrow, after the reading the journals 
and dispatches, Congress proceed to the consideration of 
the report of the committee on General Washington’s letter, 
of 18 November, last. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 15, 1779 


A letter, of 13th, from Colonel J. Laurens, was read;* and 
a motion being made thereon, 


Resolved, That the Commission of Lieutenant Colonel John Laurens, 
dated March 29", 1779, be received and cancelled, and that he be 
presented with a Commission of Lieutenant Colonel in the Continental 
service, to bear date the 5" of October, 1777.° 


Ordered, That the letter and motion be referred to the 
Board of War. 


'This resolution was entered only in the manuscript Secret Domestic Journal. 

? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 165, folio 10. 

3 This motion, in the writing of Samuel Holten, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 36, I, folio 51. 
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A letter, of this day, from Lieutenant Colonel Dircks, 
was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 18, from Governor Livingston, was read.’ 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 


Since the report of yesterday’ relative to the Virginia troops, the 
Board have had an opportunity of conversing with General Muhlenberg, 
Colone] Laurens, and some Gentlemen of the Virginia line, and upon 
the whole are of opinion that it will be highly expedient to indulge 
every man with a furlough till the first of April, whose enlistment will 
expire by the last day of next March, and who will reinlist to serve 
during the war; and that those only who refuse to reinlist shall be sent 
back to camp. This alternative, in the present situation of these 
troops, we conceive will procure more recruits than if the experiment 
had been made incamp. Instead therefore of the report of yesterday, 
we would beg leave to substitute the following; 


Resolved, That such of the Virginia troops whose times of 
service will expire by the last day of March next, and who 
incline to inlist for the usual bounties, to serve during the 
war, be permitted to go home on furlough till the first day of 
April next: [on condition of their reinlisting for the usual 
bounties to serve during the war.] * 


1 Direks’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, VII, folio 269; 

that of Livingston is in No. 68, folio 507. 
>“Apr a Boarp or War, December 18, 1779. 

‘‘Sir: The following report will be necessary to enable General Woodford to keep the 
Troops at Trenton who will not be of service to the southward. As they are moving on 
we beg the immediate attention of Congress to this, and we will report on the rest of the 
letter so soon as possible. We wish to have the men whose times expire in December 
as a guard over a large number of prisoners going to Fort Frederick in Maryland. The 
numbers of our Troops in this predicament, 213, and the period of their enlistment so 
short, that if they are sent to Camp they will be of little serviee, and if sent as guards 
will be a great saving as we must otherwise get militia who must return. 

‘“That General Woodford be directed to order all such of the Troops of the Virginia 
line now on their way to Philadelphia, whose times of service expire on or before the 
last day of March next, to rejoin the main army (exeept those whose times expire in 
Decemher who are to be subject to the orders of the Board of War); and that he forward 
with all expedition those who are enlisted for a longer term or during the War.” 

This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 647. 

Words in brackets were in the original report, but were not reported. 
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That such as do not incline thus to re-inlist, be ordered to 
rejoin the main army, [there to serve out the terms of their 
respective inlistments] ' except those whose times of service 
will expire by the last day of December instant, who are to be 
[brought to Philadelphia]’ employed during the residue of 
their service as the Board of War shall direct.” 

On motion of Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, seconded 
by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the legislative, or, 
where vested with competent authority, to the executive 
powers of such of the states where embargoes are in force, to 
continue the same; and where embargoes are not in force, to 
lay them, to prohibit until the first day of April next, the 
exportation of the several articles mentioned and described 
in the resolution of Congress of the 21 August last. 

The committee, to whom was referred the report of the 
commissioners on Mr. J. Adams account, brought in a report. 


The Committee, to whom was referred the Reports of the Commis- 
sioners of Accounts, of the 25 October last, and read in Congress the 27 
of the same month, on the accounts of the Honble. John Adams, Esq. 
late one of the Commissioners of the United States at the Court of 
Versailles, report: 

That they do not find any Vote or Proceeding of Congress, nor are 
they informed of any general or received Custom, on which the Charge 
of Monies for the Education of the Accomptant’s Son can be adinitted ; 
and though the same is inconsiderable, they are of opinion it ought to 
be rejected, that a Precedent be not established. 

That they are of opinion the Charge for Books ought to be admitted 
on the ground of a Practice whieh has obtained in different Nations 
respecting their publick Ministers, and which is mentioned by Mr. 
Adams in the Explanations attending his Vouchers. 

That they find the several Charges in the said Accounts conformable 
to the strictest Principles of Economy, and that as far as Mr. Adams 
has been entrusted with publick Money the same has been carefully 
and frugally expended.’ 

! Words in brackets were in the original report, but were not adopted. 

? This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, 11, folio 61. 


’ This report, in the writing of William Churchill IIouston, is in the Papers of the 
Continental Congress, No. 19, I, folio 1. 
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According to order, Congress took into consideration the 
report of the committee on General Washington’s letter of 18 
November, and having made some progress therein, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 16, 1779 


Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth, a delegate for Connecticut, attended 
and took his seat in Congress. 

A letter from the president and council of Pensylvania to 
the delegates of that State, was laid before Congress and 
read: ? 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Myr. [James] 
Forbes and Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston. 

A letter, of 5th, from J. Deshon of the eastern navy board 
to the Marine Committee, with a note thereon by the Board 
of Admiralty, was read: 

Ordered, ‘Vhat it be referred to the Board of War to take 
order, communicating the same to the Commander in Chief. 

A letter, of 16, from J. Benezet, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Commerce. 

A petition of P[aul] Fooks, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter from the Board of War was read, enclosing one 
from Lieutenant Colonel [Peter] Adams, requesting leave to 
take a voyage to the West Indies, for the recovery of his 
health; * Whereupon, 

Resolved, That a furlough for six months be granted to 
Lieutenant Colonel Peter Adams, to enable him to take a 
voyage to the West Indies, for the recovery of his health. 


! This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 69, IT, folio 157. 
* The petition of Fooks is in the Papers of the Continental Conaress, No. 42, II], folio 
49: the Board of War letter is in No. 147, II, folio 655. 
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The Board have in some instances given furloughs to officers who 
were to remain within the United States; but think it necessary 
to report to Congress a case where an officer proposes to go beyond 
seas. 


A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Chaloner and White, 
agents for Colonel J. Wadsworth, commissary general of 
purchases, the following warrants issue on the following 
states, for two millions of dollars in part of the monies raised 
by them for the use of the United States, in favour of the 
said J. Wadsworth, and for the use of his department; for 
which he is to be accountable, viz; 

One on George Webb, Esq. treasurer of the State of Vir- 
ginia, for one million six hundred thousand dollars; 

And another on his excellency the governor of the State of 
North Carolina, for four hundred thousand dollars. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of John 
Levinus Clarkson, Jun. clerk to the Board of Treasury, for 
three thousand dollars, on account of his salary.’ 

The committee on the letter, of 18 November, from General 
Washington, brought in a farther report. 

The Committee on the letter from General Washington, of the 18% 
November last, and sundry other matters relative to recruiting the 
army beg leave further to report, that, 

Whereas in the requisitions of Congress from time to time, for sup- 
plies of men to carry on the War, it has been necessary to call on the 
several States for certain quotas, which however are not to be con- 
sidered as their just proportions of the said supplies: 

And whereas the several States in raising and providing for the 
Officers and soldiers of their respective battalions, and for the tem- 
porary reinforcement of the militia required by Congress, have 
incurred, and must continue to incur a great expense, which ought to 
be apportioned and defrayed aceording to some just rule, to be here- 
after adopted by Congress: 


1 This report, dated December 15, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress. No. 126, 
ITT, folio 903. 
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Resolved, That at the expiration of the War, an account shall be 
taken of the number of men furnished by the several States, for 
eommon defence, in the course of the War; in which account the num- 
bers furnished by each State shall be rated according to the length of 
the times of the respective enlistments; and a rule shall be then 
adopted for ascertaining how many men each State ought to have 
raised of the number eontained in the said account, and for reim- 
bursing to any State whieh shall have furnished more than its just 
proportion, the necessary expense of raising and providing for the 
same, and also of providing for the Officers required by the establish- 
ment of the Army for the men so furnished more than its proportion ; 
which expense shall be charged to those States that shall not have 
furnished their just proportions, aceording to their respective defi- 
ciencies.! 


The Committee, to whom was referred the report of the 
committee sent to camp, brought in a report. 

The committee on the report of the committee sent to 
camp, brought in a report, which was taken into considera- 
tion and agreed to: Whereupon 


The Committee to whom were referred a letter of 24th November 
from Don Juan de Miralles, one of 27th November from the Minister 
of France, and a Report of a Committee sent to Head Quarters, to 
confer with the Commander in Chief on the state of the southern 
department, brought in a report: Whereupon, 

Report the following draught of a letter to be written to the Min- 
ister of France: 

SIR: 

I am directed to inform you that Congress in order to testify ther 
attention to the Interests of his Cathohe Majesty, appointed a Committee 
to confer with General Washington on the subject of your letter 
accompanying the representations of Don Juan de Miralles; and 
tho’ from the result of their conference, they have reason to believe 
that our grand army cannot be weakened while the enemy retain 
their present force at New York without considerable danger, yet 
they have upon mature deliberation determined rather to incur 
that danger than not comply as far as is consistent with our 
circumstanees, with the views of his Catholic Majesty, to whom 


'This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 19, VI, folio 265.* Tt 1s endorsed ‘‘3d. Report &e."* 
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they feel themselves bound by that Union of Interest which a 
colmon enemy creates, by the favorable disposition manifested by 
his Catholic Majesty to these States, and by those pleasing ties, which 
connect the interest of the illustrious house of Beurbon with the 
happiness of mankind. Under these impressions they have ordered 


: we ish Us ia 5 S00 ie ie ; 
a considerable detachment from the Grand army to join the troops 
in Carolina, which together with the forces already there, or on the 
way will amount te about 4000 men, exclusive of the Militia of the 
Southern States, whom Congress have called fer upon this occasion. 
Congress have also ordered three of their frigates te Charleston, to 
be put under the direction of the Commanding officer in that Depart- 
ment. This force they conceive will make so powerful a diversion in 
favor of his Cathohe Majesty’s arms, as to afferd probable hopes of 
their being crewned with success. You will perceive, Sir, that any 
other cooperation with the troops of Spain is impossible while Savan- 
nah opposes a barner to a junction of our force. This frem its present 
str ength it will not be easy fer us to remove, till a more decided Supe- 
nority in this quarter enables us to Mencter a greater proportion of 


our army thither. avait usimah Belli crate: oa Nan Eel ee 





Aateustine: Unless in the mean time the Governor of the Ilavana shall 
think proper to furnish such aid, as when joined to the forces of the 
United States in that quarter will be sufficient. to effect the purposes be- 
forementioned. But as Congress are desirous of extending their views 
still further, and conceiving the conquest of East Florida to be an 
object of great importance, as well to his Catholie Majesty, as to these 


1388 Journals of Congress 


States, they have therefore directed me to inform you, and through 
you, Don Juan de Miralles, by whom the intentions of his Catholic 
Majesty are communicated, that they have given full power to their 
general commanding in the Southern Department, to correspond and 
concert with the Governor of the Havana, or any other person or 
persons authorized by his Catholic Majesty for that purpose, such 
plan as can be agreed upon between them for carrying our views into 
execution. 

I am, Sir, directed further to inform you that the Congress cannot 
promise any considerable quantity of provisions until the army of the 
United States is supplied. Yet as soon as this can be done, every 
means will be used to furnish provisions for his Catholic Majesty’s 
Islands and fleet; but in the mean time they conceive that a large 
supply of rice may be afforded by the State of South Carolina, which 
Congress will readily aid the agents of Spain in procuring. 

Your Committee therefore beg leave to recommend the following 
resolution to be passed by Congress: 


Resolved, That General Lincoln, or the Command- 
ing Officer for the time being in the Southern Depart- 
ment, be, and he is hereby authorized and empowered, to 
correspond and concert with the Governour of Havanna, 
or any other person or persons properly authorized by 
his Catholick Majesty, such plan as shall in his opinion 
be best calculated to insure the reduction of the enemy’s 
force in the State of Georgia; and that the State of 
South Carolina be requested to afford every assistance 
in their power for carrying the same into effect. ' 

In passing this resolution, a division was called for; 

The question on the first part, as far as “‘ Georgia” 
inclusive, passed in the affirmative. 

On the second part, “and for the ‘‘ conquest of East 
Florida,” &c. to the end, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [James] Forbes; 


1 This report, in the writing of John Mathews, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 25, I, folio 283. The last resolution was printed in the Secret Journals, 
Domestic, Vol. I, p. 129. 
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New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
Mr. Peabody, ay tay | Ar. Fell, DO | 4... 
Massachusetts Bay, Houston, ay —s 

Mr. Gerry, ay Pennsylvania, 

Lovell, ay { Mr. Searle, ay) os 
Holten, ay a) MW’ fee) ay | “ 
Partridge, Ly ! | Maryland, 

Rhode Island, Mr. Plater, ay | diy 

Mr. Ellery, ny fay Forbes, no | is 

Connecticut, North Carolina, 

Mr. Huntington, ay Mr. Penn, no 
Sherman, ay - ay Burke, no | on 
Ellsworth, ay | South Carolina, 

New York, Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 

Mr. R. R. Livingston, av 
Floyd, ay i ay 


L’Hommedieu, ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1779 


A letter, of 13th; and one, of 14, from General Washing- 
ton, were rend: 

Ordered, That the letter of the 138th, with the papers 
ge eet, ie referred to the committee on thetetterstrei 

supplies. 

A letter, of 12, from Major General Greene, was read: ° 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Burke, Mr. [Iclbridge| 
Gerry and Mr. [Oliver] Ellsworth. 

A return of provisions and stores tssued at Philadelphia, 
from the Ist to 26 November, inclusive, being laid before 
Congress, and 


' This resolution and vote were entered only in the manuscript Secret Domestic 
Journal, 

* The Washington letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, V111, 
folios 227, 243; that of Greene, in No. 155, I, folio 188. 
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A motion grounded thereon being made by Mr. [Wilham 
Churchill] Houston, and seconded by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 

Ordered, That the return and motion be referred to a com- 
mittee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [William Churchill] Houston, 
Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry and Mr. [John] Penn. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of 
Mr. W. Ramsey, one of the clerks in the chamber of accounts, 
on his application, for two thousand dollars on account of 
his salary: 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
Putrick Ferral, clerk in the auditor general’s office, on 
his application, for two thousand five hundred dollars, on 
account of his salary. 

The Board of ‘Treasury, to whom was re-committed their 
report on Mr. Milligan’s letter, report, 

That after maturely reflecting upon the ordinance for 
establishing a Board of Treasury, it appears evident to them 
that Congress intended the auditor general and _ his assistant 
should examine the accounts and vouchers reported upon by 
the chambers of accounts, as a check; which, in the opinion 
of the Board, is of too much importance to be dispensed with, 
and in order that the intention of Congress may be fully com- 
plied with, the Board beg leave to observe, that the assistant 
auditor general should not be confined to the posting of the 
books, as the ordinance directs, but that this duty be per- 
formed hereafter by a clerk properly qualified; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the duty of keeping and stating the public 
books at the treasury be assignable, as often as necessary, to 
the first clerk in the auditor general’s office, that the assistant 
auditor general may be the better enabled to attend to other 
parts of his duty.’ 


"This report, dated December 16, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
Ll, felio 907. 
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On motion of Mr. [Roger] Sherman, seconded by Mr. 
[Thomas] Burke, 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to obtain 
estimates of the supplies necessary to be procured for the use 
of the army for the year ensuing, in the commissaries’ and 
quarter masters’ departments, and also for the support of 
the war, and report to Congress the quantities and kinds 
which each State ought to furnish as its quota thereof. 

Resolved, That when the legislature of any State shall have 
undertaken to procure its quota of any of the articles required, 
all purchases of such articles by the commissaries and quarter 
masters 1n such State be discontinued: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] Searle, Mr. [Oliver] Ells- 
worth, Mr. [Thomas] Burke, Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston, and 
Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin. 

The following gentlemen were put in nomination for the 
office of secretary to the minister plenipotentiary to the court 
of France: 

Mr. G[ouverneur] Morris, by Mr. [John] Mathews; Mr. 
[James] Lovell by Mr. [William] Ellery; Mr. [Alexander] 
Hamilton by Mr. [James] Lovell, and Colonel Stewart by 
Mr. [George] Plater. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 18, 1779 


A memorial froin Meredeth and [George] Clymer, was read: ' 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of threc: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, Mr. [Roger] 
Sherman and Mr. [George] Partridge. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 


' The memorial, dated December 13, is in the Japers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 41, V1, folio 159. The account of stores furnished 1s on folio 155. 
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Ordered, That on the application of Jonathan Burral, 
assistant to Colonel W. Palfrey, pay master general, a war- 
rant issue on the treasurer, in favour of the said Colonel W. 
Palfrey, for one million dollars to be transmitted to John 
Pierce, Jun. deputy pay master general to the main army, 
for the supply of the military chest; for which sum the said 
Colonel Palfrey is to be accountable: 

That on the application of Charles Pettit, assistant quai- 
ter master general, a warrant issue on William Armistead, 
commissioner of the continental loan office for the State of 
Virginia, payable to the order of Charles Pettit, for account 
of Major General Greene, Q' M! General, for one hundred 
and two thousand dollars, for the use of his department, 
General Greene to be accountable: 

That on the application of Chaloner and White, agents for 
Jeremiah Wadsworth, commissary general of purchases, the 
following warrants issue in his favour for one million two 
hundred thousand dollars, for the use of his department, for 
which he is to be accountable: 

One on Thomas Smith, commissioner of the continental 
loan office for the State of Pensylvania, for one million dollars 
in loan office certificates: 

And another on William Armistead, commissioner of the 
continental loan office for the State of Virginia, for two hun- 
dred thousand dollars. ' 

The committee on the memorial of Samuel Rogers brought 
in a report; also 

The Committee to whom was referred the memorial of Samuel 
Rogers, Ask leave to report the following Resolution: 

Resolved, That Captain Samuel Rogers (late of Sackville in the 
Province of Nova Scotia) be and he hereby is permitted, to proceed 


to the Province of Nova Scotia, in any vessel, or boat, as he may find 
most expedient, to bring off such of his effects as he may think 


' This report, dated December 18, is in the Papers of the Continental Conyress, No. 136, 
ITI, folio 902. 
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proper; and the Commanding Officers of all Armed and other vessels, 
belonging to the United States, or any of their Citizens, are hereby 
directed not to interrupt the said Samuel Rogers, or any person or 
persons employed for or under him, in bringing off his effects as 
aforesaid.! 


The committee on the memorial of Stephen Moore, brought 
in a report, which being read and considered: 

Resolved, That upon the said Stephen Moore producing a 
certificate from the quarter master general of the quantity 
of wood cut on the farm mentioned in the said memorial, for 
the purpose of supplying the army with wood, or for the 
erecting of fortifications, and of the value thereof, Congress 
will make such compensation therefor as has been usually 
allowed in similar cases.” 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee on General Washington’s letter of 18 November, 
having amended a proposition so as to read, 

“That for the ensuing campaign, the several states be re- 
quired to furnish, by draughts or otherwise, on or before the 


1 This report, in the writing of Samuel Holten, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 19, V, folio 265. 

2 This report, in the writing of Robert R. Livingston, is in the Papers of the Conti- 
nental Congress, No. 19, IV, folio 87. In No. 22, folios 151 and 152, are two reports 
on the same subject, the first in the writing of John Fell, and the second in that of 
Roger Sherman: 

“Would it not be best for M* Moore to apply to the State of New York for recom- 
pence for his losses at West Point, as they are the best Judges of what he ought to 
receive, and let it be a charge to the United States to be considered at the conclusion 
of the War, with other Matters of the same nature.” [John rell.] 

‘“‘That by a resolution of Congress, of 24th Day of September, 1776, in the Case of 
Colonel Hazen, all articles taken and used for the benefit of the Continental Army, 
ought to be paid for. But damages done to Buildings, farms, &e. by our Troops, or 
those of the enemy, unless General provision be made for compensating all others, 
who by means of the War, have in like manner, been damnified, which may be a sub- 
ject worthy to be considered after the close of the war. 

“That the Petition of [Stephen] Moro be referred to the Government of the State 
of New York, to make such compensation to the Petitioner as they shall think proper, 
and such part thereof shal! be reimbursed by the United States as the Articles that 
have been applied to their use and bencfit shal! amount to, at a reasonable Estimate.”’ 
[Roger Sherman, ] 


51828—vo.L xu1—U0S——88 
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first day of February next, the deficiency of their respective 
quotas of 80 battalions of infantry, as apportioned by a reso- 
lution of Congress of the 9 March, 1779:” 

A motion was made by Mr. [James] Forbes, seconded 
by Mr. [George] Plater, to strike out the words “as appor- 
tioned by a resolution of Congress of the 9th March, 1779:” 

And on the question, shall those words stand, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [James] Forbes, 











New Hampshire, New Jersey, 
Mr. Peabody, ay fay no } no! Mr. Houston, ay \* 
Massachusetts Bay, Pennsylvama, 

Mr. Gerry, ay no Mr. Searle, ay 
Lovell, ay Oi. M‘Lene, ay | = 
Holten, no " no Maryland, 

Partridge,no no Mr. Plater, no | 
Rhode Island, Forbes, no!| ae 

Mr. Ellery, ay tay | North Carolina, 

Connecticut, Mr. Burke, ay | : 

Mr. Huntington, ay Jones, ay | 
Sherman, ay tay | South Carolina, 

Ellsworth, ay Mr. Mathews, ay } ay 
New York, 

Mr. Livingston, ay 
F ] OVC | } ay 7; ay 
L’Hommedien, ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded 
by Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, to add the words “excepting 
the State of Massachusetts bay, two of whose battalions 
shall be recruited by the State of Virginia: 

To which an objection was made as being out of order; 
and on the question, is the motion in order, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 


1Altered with leave of Congress.”’ 





New Hampshire, 
Mr. Peabody, 
Massachusetts Bay, 

Mr. Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Holten, 
Partridge, 

Rhode Island, 

Mr. Ellery, 

Connecticut, 

Mr. Huntington, 
Sherman, 
Ellsworth, 

New York, 
Mr. Livingston, 


Floyd, 


L’Hommedieu, 
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ay fay 


avy 
no } no 
ho 
wy ho 
UO 
ho 


no 
no 


no 





oy: | Maryland, 


| New Jersey, 


Mr. Houston, 


Pennsylvania, 


Mr. Searle, 
M‘Lene, 


Mr. Plater, 
Forbes, 


Vargunia, 


Mr. Griffin, 


| North Carolina, 


Mr. Penn, 
Burke, 
Jones, 


South Carolina, 


Mr. Mathews, 





no } no 


So it was determined that the motion was not in order. 

A motion was then made by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, seconded 
by Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, to reconsider the question, shall 
the words moved to be struck out stand? in order to add 
after “1779,” the following words, “excepting the State of 
Massachusetts Bay, two of whose battalions shall be recruited 
by the State of Virginia:”’ 

On the question for re-considering, the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, 


New Hampshire, 
Mr. Peabody, 
Massachusetts Bay, 

Mr. Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Hiolten, 
Partridge, 

Rhode Island, 
Mr. Ellery, 


ay } ay 


ay 
ay 
ay 
AY 


ay 


no } no 


Connecticut, 


Mr. Huntington, 
Sherman, 
Ellsworth, 


New York, 


Mr. Livingston, 
Floyd, 


L’ Hommecheu, 
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New Jersey, — Vorginia, 
Mr. Houston, no}* | Mr. Griffin, now 
Pennsylvania, North Carolina, 
Mr. Searle, no ij Mr. Penn, ay 
M‘Lene, AY a Burke, no 7 no 
Maryland, Jones, no 
Mr. Plater, no | | South Carolina, 
Forbes, no Mr. Mathews. no }no 


So it passed in the negative. 

Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, Mr. [Elbridge] Gerry, and Mr. 
[James] Lovell, then desired that their ayes on the first 
question be changed into noes, which was agreed to, the 
determination of the question not being thereby affected. 

Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow [Monday]. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1779 


A letter, of 15, from General Washington, was read:’ 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Roger] Sherman, Mr. [James] 
Forbes and Mr. [Robert R.] Livingston. 

Ordered, That the committee confer with the president 
and supreme executive council of Pensylvania. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee, to whom was referred the report of the Committee 
on the Treasury of 5th November last: 

Ordered, That both reports be referred to a committee of 
the whole. 

Congress was then resolved into a committee of the whole, 
and after some time, the President resumed the chair and 
My. [George] Plater reported that the committee have had 
under consideration the reports to them referred, but have 
come to no resolutions thereon and desire leave to sit again: 


1 This letter is in. the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, folio 247. 
It is printed in Writings of Washington (Ford), VIII, 138. 
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Resolved, ‘(hat to morrow Congress be resolved into a 
committee of the whole to consider farther the reports 
referred to them. 

The committee on the letter, of the 16, from the president 
and supreme executive council of Pensylvania, delivered in 
a report.’ 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That on the application of Chaloner and White, 
agents for Jeremiah Wadsworth, Esq. commissary general of 
purchases, a warrant issue in his favour on John Stevens, 
Jun. sq. treasurer of the State of New Jersey, for two hun- 
dred and fifty thousand dollars, in part of the monies raised 
in the said State for the use of the United States, for the use 
of his department; for which he is to be accountable.’ 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to morrow. 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 21, 1779 


A letter, of 17th, from General Washington was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 18, from J. Lawrance, judge advocate general, 
was read;* Whereupon, 

Resolved, That until the further order of Congress, the sub- 
sistence of a judge advocate be the same as the present sub- 
sistence of a colonel; and that the subsistence of a deputy 
judge advocate be the same as the present subsistence of a 
heutenant colonel. 


1See under December 27, p. 1411, post. 

* Thisreport, dated December 20, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 919. The paragraphs printed under December 22, p. 1401, post, formed 
part of this report. 

S’Washington’s letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VIII, 
folio 251. It is printed in the Writings of Washington (Ford), VIHI, 141. The Law- 
rance letter is in No. 78, XIV, folio 299. 


1398 Journals of Congress 


Whereas it is represented to Congress that the soldiers in 
the barracks near this city are not properly supplied with 
wood, and that great injury to the troops and to the citizens 
may arise therefrom: 


Resolved, That the Board of War immediately cause en- 
quiry to be made into the truth of the above representation, 
and if it shall appear to them to be well founded, that they 
cause the barrack master to be arrested and duly tried for 
his neglect, and in the mean time take effectual measures to 
provide wood for the troops in or near the city of Philadelphia. 

A letter, of this day, from Samuel Hodgdon was read:! 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A report from the Board of War was read; Whereupon, 


War Orrice, December 16, 1779. 


In January, 1777, Colonel Flower received orders from General 
Washington to raise several companies of artificers for executing the 
works required m the department of military stores. One of the 
companies raised under those orders and commanded by Captain 
Rowe, was sent to serve with the artillery in the field, where it has 
been very useful. All the Officers originally belonging to this com- 
pany have quitted the service, one excepted (Lieutenant Preston) 
who is a prisoner with the Enemy. 

In November, 1778, a company of artillery artificers which had 
served with the Northern army under the command of Captain 
Noah Nicnols, jomed Captain Rowe’s company, and the whole have 
since served under Captain Nichols. On the 16 of November, 1776, 
Captain Nichols was appointed to the command of his company, by 
a warrant from General Gates. On the first of March last, General 
Knox filled the vacant offices in the present company, by appointing 
Thomas Patton, Captain Lieutenant, Bela Nichols, first Lieutenant, 
and Peter Sears, second Lieutenant. None of them have yet been 
commissioned. The Officers of Colonel Flower’s corps have had com- 
missions giving them rank in their own corps. Captain Nichols and 
his Officers are entitled to equal privileges; and are anxious to receive 
their commissions. The dates they ought to bear are certified by 


1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, XI, folio 483. 
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General Knox. The strength of the company at present is sixty two 
rank and file. Upon these grounds we beg leave to report: 


Resolved, That commissions be granted to the officers of 
the company of artillery artificers attached to the artillery 
in the field, and bear date as follows, viz. that of Noah 
Nichols, captain, November 16, 1776; Thomas Patten, cap- 
tain lieutenant, March Ist, 1779; Bela Nichols, first lieu- 
tenant, March Ist, 1779; Peter Sears, second lheutenant, 
March Ist, 1779. 


We have proposed to leave no vacaney in the company for M* 
Preston, who would be entitled to the Captain Lieutency, as in that 
case M* Patten, an Officer indispensably necessary, could not be 
retained in the service. But a vacancy will be reserved in Colonel 
Flower’s corps for Lieutenant Preston, without injuring his rank, if 
when released from captivity he should choose to continue in the 
service.' 


According to order, Congress was resolved into a commit- 
tee of the whole and after some time, the President resumed 
the chair, and My. [George] Plater reported that the com- 
mittee have had under their farther consideration the 
reports to them referred, but not having come to any resolu- 
tions thereon, desire leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That an express be sent to the State of Delaware, 
requesting them to procure, in part of their quota, as much 
flour as can be obtained within their State, the necessities of 
the army calling for their immediate and most strenuous 
exertions. 

Resolved, That to morrow Congress be resolved into a com- 
mittee of the whole to consider farther the reports referred 
to them. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to morrow. 

(This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, 11, folio 659. 
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A memorial from Baron de Miklaszewicz was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty. 

A letter, of 20, and one, of 22d, from Doctor Morgan, were 
read: 

Ordered, That they be referred to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] McKean, Mr. [John] 
Mathews and Mr. [William] Ellery. 

A memorial from R. Patton and W. Hurrie was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A memorial from the aids de camp of Majors General in 
the American army, was read: ! 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of 18, from Lewis Dubois, colonel of the fifth New 
York regiment, was read, praying for leave to resign his 
commission: ° 

Resolved, ‘That his resignation be accepted. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. R[obert] R. Livingston, one of the delegates for the 
State of New York, on his application, for eight thousand 
dollars; for which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 
[Thomas] Burke, one of the delegates for the State of North 
Carolina, on his application, for five thousand dollars; for 


which the said State 1s to be accountable. 
That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Mr. 


[James] Lovell, one of the delegates for the State of Massa- 


‘The memorial of Miklaszewicz, dated December 15, is in the Papers of the Conti- 
nental Congress, No. 41, VI, folio 163; another is in No. 78, XV, folio 619; Morgan’s 
letter, dated the 20th, is in No. 63, folio 165; Patton’s memorial is in No. 41, VIII, 
folio 98; and the memorial of the aids is in No. 41, I, folio 47. 

? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, V1, folio 273. 
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chusetts bay, on his application, for six thousand dollars; for 
which the said State is to be accountable. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Richard 
Philips, steward to the President of Congress, on his applica- 
tion, for five thousand dollars, for the use of the President’s 
table; for which the said steward is to be accountable.’ 

That on the application of Charles Pettit, Esq. assistant 
quarter master general, the following warrants issue in his 
favour, on account of Major General Greene, quarter master 
general, for one million four hundred thousand dollars, for 
the use of his department; for which he ts to be accountable; 

One on David Rittenhouse, Esq. treasurer of the State of 
Pensylvania, for two hundred thonsand dollars; 

One on Thomas Harwood, Esq. treasurer of the State of 
Maryland, for four hundred thousand dollars; 

One on George Webb, Esq. treasurer, of the State of 
Virginia, for six hundred thousand dollars; 

One on his exeellency Richard Caswell, Esq. governor of 
the State of North Carolina, for two hundred thousand 
dollars; ° 

The said several sums being part of the monies raised by 
the said States respectively for the use of the United States. 

That on the appheation of Charles Pettit, assistant quarter 
master general, the following warrants issue in his favour, on 
account of Major General Greene, quarter master general, 
for one million of dollars, for the use of his department; for 
which he ts to be accountable, viz; 

One on the treasurer, for four hundred thousand dollars; 

One on John Lawrence, sq. treasurer of the State of 
Connecticut, for one hundred and fifty thousand dollars; 

One on Gerardus Bancker, Esq. treasurer of the State 
of New York, for four hundred thousand dollars; 


' See note under December 20, p. 1397, ante. 
*T his report, dated December 22, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
ITl, folio 925. 


1402 Journals of Congress 


One on Samuel Patterson, Esq. treasurer of the State of 
Delaware, for fifty thousand dollars: 
Resolved, That, on the application of the Board of War and Ord- 
nance, a warrant issue on the Treasurer of the State of Pennsylvania 
for One Million of dollars, in favor of Colonel Benj? 
Postponed Flower, Commissary General of Military Stores, for 
the use of his Department for which he is to be 
accountable.’ 


The three last sums being part of the monies raised by the 
said states, respectively, for the use of the United States. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of Thomas 
fidison, one of the clerks in the office of the Secretary of Con- 
sress, for two thousand five hundred dollars; and 

One in favour of John W. Jackson, another of the said 
clerks, for fifteen hundred dollars, on account of their salaries 
respectively. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of William 
Geddes, one of the commissioners of the chambers of accounts 
for six thousand dollars, on account of his salary. 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred the petition 
of Paul Fooks, praying an increase of his salary, brought in a 
report; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That Paul Fooks be allowed a salary of 2400 
dollars per annum for acting as interpreter to Congress in the 
French and Spanish languages. 

A letter, of 10, from P. Colt, was read:* 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

Resolved, That Monday next be assigned for electing a 
secretary to Doctor Franklin, minister plenipotentiary of the 
United States at the court of Versailles. 


' The original report called for loan office certificates to be issued by the loan office 
in Pennsylvania. See p. 1423, post. 

° This report, dated December 21, 18 in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
III, folio 923. 

3 This report, dated December 17, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
I1I, folio 911. Colt’s letter is in No. 78, V, folio 441. 
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Resolved, That so much of the report of the Board of Treas- 
ury as relates to an advance to Colonel B. Flower be referred 
to a committee of three: 

The members chosen, Mr. [James] M’Lene, Mr. [William] 
Floyd and Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody. 

Ordered, That the committee confer with the Board of War 
on the said report. 

According to order, Congress was resolved into a committee 
of the whole, and after some time, the President resumed the 
ehair, and Mr. [George] Plater reported that the committee 
have had under their farther consideration the reports 
referred to them, but have not yet come to any resolutions 
thereon and desire leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That to morrow at 10 o’clock, Congress be 
resolved into a committee of the whole, to consider farther 
the reports referred to them. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 23, 1779 


A letter, of 22, from the hon?" the Minister Plenipotentiary 
of France, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Com- 
merce. 

A letter, of 22d, from the president of the State of Dela- 
ware, was read.' 

The Board of War, to whom was referred the letter |lof the 
21st, || from Mr. Hodgdon, field commissary of military stores, 
brought in a report, which was taken into consideration; and 
thereupon, 

Resolved, That instead of the subsistence allowed by an aet 
of Congress, of the 18th day of February last, to the officers 

1 This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 70, folio 719. 
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in the department of the field commissary of military stores, 
the following sums be allowed, viz. to the field commissary, 
400 dollars per month; to a deputy field commissary, 300 
dollars; to a conductor, 100 dollars; to a clerk, 100 dollars; 
and that this increased subsistence commence the 18th of 
August last, and continue till the further orders of Congress. 

This allowance will increase every ten dollars subsistence before 
given, to a hundred, as was done in the case of Officers in the line. 

The Claim of Commissions and rank cannot be admitted, without 
granting the same to all Staff Officers. Besides, on the 29" of May, 
1778, Congress resolved that no persons thereafter appointed on the 
Civil Staff of the army should by virtue thereof be entitled to rank. 

These Officers are entitled to Clothing by resolves of Congress 
already passed: nothmg more can be done until the clothing is 
actually provided.' 


Congress was resolved into a committee of the whole, and 
after some time, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. 
(George] Plater reported, that the committee have had under 
consideration the reports to them referred, and have come to 
sundry resolutions, but not having yet come to a conclusion, 
desire leave to sit again. 

Resolved, That to morrow at 10 o’clock, Congress be 
resolved into a committee of the whole, to consider farther 
the reports referred to them. 

The report of the committee of the whole was read. 

Resolved, That such sums, not exceedmg 20,000,000 Dollars of the 
Continental Bills of credit, as shall be found necessary to aid the sup- 
plies in the Continental Treasury, until the taxes now 
levying in the several States for its supply, can be gath- 
ered and brought in, be borrowed on Sterling Bills of Exchange to be 
drawn on the Commissioners of these United States in Franee; 
Spain and Holland. 

That said Bills of Exchange be drawn at the rate of 22/6 Sterling 
for 100 Dollars of the Bills of Credit of these United 
States that shall be deposited on Loan. 


Passed 


Passed 


? This report, dated December 22, 1779, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 147,1], folio 677. 
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That the Bills to be drawn for payment of any sum so deposited, be 
drawn at six different periods, viz., at the expiration of the first year 
from the time of said deposit for one sixth part ef the 

Passed principal loaned, and so on fer one sixth part of said 

principal annually afterwards, until the whole shall be 
drawn for. 

That the money so deposited shall be on interest at the rate of six 
per cent. per annum, from the tine of the deposit until drawn fer as 

aforesaid; which interest shall also be computed in 

Passed Sterling, at the rate aforesaid, and ineluded annually in 

the Bills that shall be drawn for diseharge of the prin- 
cipal sun. 

That said Loans be received, and proper receipts therefor given, 
and Bills of Exchange as aforesaid in payment thereef issued, at 
any of the Continental Loan Offices in these United 
States. 

That any who choose it, may at the time of depositing their money 
receive their first year’s interest in Bills payable in 6 months from 
the date, deducting three per cent: thereon for the half 
year they shall be paid before the interest becomes due. 

That should any of said Bills of Exchange fail of being honored 
with punetual payment the drawee or helder shall be paid from the 

Treasury of these United States the amount of such 

Not passed bills with customary interest and damages in Spanish 

Milled Dollars at the rate of 4/6. 

That the Board of Treasury report the proper forms and give the 
necessary orders for carrying these Resolves into 
immediate execution. 

Estimate of the sum that imght be berrowed, and the payments 
made fer two years with the £200,000 Sterling Cengress have 
ordered to be drawn for. 

40,000,000 Dollars at 20 for 1 the above exchange = 2,000,000 Spanish 
Milled Dollars = £450,,000 sterg. 


Passed 


Passed 


Passed 





At 6 equal payments the 1* year prineipal £75, 000 
do interest 27, 000 
102,,000 
24 year principal 75, 000 
do interest 22, 500 
97. 500! 


' This report, in the writing of Oliver Ellsworth(?), is in the Papers of the Con- 
tinental Congress, No. 26, folio 95. 
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The Committee of Foreign Affairs laid before Congress 
sundry papers relative to the sloop Chester, of Amsterdam, 
which was captured by two American privateers and carried 
into the port of Charlestown, South Carolina, where she was 
condemned: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Committee on 
Appeals. 

The Board of Admiralty, to whom was referred the memo- 
rial of Baron Miklaszewicz, report, That there is at this time 
no vacancy for the memorialist in the marine service, as 
there are many officers in that line who are unemployed for 
want of ships: 

Resolved, That Congress agree to this report, and that the 
Baron be notified thereof. 

Ordered, That the account of Major N. Rice, for his 
expence from Charlestown to Philadelphia, on which the 
commissioners of claims reported, and the consideration 
postponed the 23 July last, be on his request, returned to 
him, and that he be referred for a settlement to the command- 
ing officer in the southern department. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 24, 1779 


A petition and representation from Thomas Bentley was 
read, accompanied with sundry papers: ’ 

Ordered, That they be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 22, from the Board of Admiralty, was read, 
relative to the new ship of war building at Portsmouth: 

Ordered, That it be referred back to the Board of Admi- 
ralty to take order thereon. 

A letter, of this day, from G[ouverneur] Morris, was read. 


! This petition, dated the 23d, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, I, 
iolio 195. 
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The Board of War, to whom was referred the memorial of 
Baron Benyouski, having reported thereon, Congress took 
their report into consideration; and thereupon, 


AT A Boarp or War, December 20, 1779. 

The Board having taken into consideration the memorial of Baron 
Benoufsky are under their usua! embarrassment on the subject of the 
applieation. This Gentleman produees no eredentials to evidence 
his charaeter or rank in foreign services. We have conversed with 
him and have no reason, however, to suppose his representations 
untrue, tho’ we eannot aseertain their credit by any vouchers. Let 
the case be as it may in point of personal character, we are convinced 
that this Gentleman eannot be employed in our service. We there- 
fore beg leave to report: 

That Congress have a grateful sense of the offer to serve the United 
States made by Baron Benoufsky; but as the eireumstances of the 
army will not admit of his being employed, the Board of War be 
directed to give him n passport to enable him to return to Europe, 
and to pay him the sum of dollars towards defraying the 
expenee of his passage.' 


Resolved, That the Board of War inform Baron Benyouski 
that the circumstances of the army will not admit of his 
being employed.’ 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 


Resolved, That # warrant issue on Thomas Smith, Esq’, Comniis- 
sioner of the Contmental Loan Office in the State of Pennsylvania, 
in favor of Eleawzer McCombe, Esq’, one of the Com- 
Postponed missioners of the Chambers of Accounts for four 
Thousand dollars in Loan Oflice certificates, on account 

of his Salary. 


Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Frederick Bicking, for fifteen thousand dollars, in part 


1 On folio 681 is the following letter from the Board: 


“War Orrice, Leer 24, 1779. 
“Sir: The Board, since making their report concerning the gentleman called Baron 
Benoufsky, have learned some things concerning him not favouring his pretensions: 
and request that Congress would suspend their determination on the report until the 
Board shall have made eome farther enquiry into his character. We have the honor 
to be &e”’ 
* This report isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 667. 
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payment for paper made by him for the continental! bills of 
credit; for which sum he is to be accountable. 

Resolved, That Robert Patton, messenger, and William 
Hurrie, doorkeeper of Congress, be in future allowed twenty 
dollars per day, until the further order of Congress.’ 

On motion of Mr. [James] Forbes, seconded by Mr. [James] 
Lovell, 

Resolved, That the committee appointed to procure intel- 
ligence be discharged. 

Congress was resolved into a committee of the whole, and 
after some time, the President resumed the chair, and Mr. 
(George] Plater reported that the committee have had under 
farther consideration the reports referred to them, and have 
come to some farther resolutions, which he was ordered to 
report. 

The report of the committee of the whole was read. 

In Congress December 24, 1779. 

Resolved, That Hon!’ James Forbes Esq! and Jer? Wadsworth, 
Esq’ be appointed and authorised to contract for flour and provision 
for the Army, and engage in payment therefor Bills of Exchange 
ordered to be drawn by the Resolution of the 23° November last, to 
the amount of £25,000 sterling, on the best terms in their power, 
and report their proceedings to Congress, and that the Committee 
be empowered to employ one or more trusty persons to assist in carry- 
ing this resolution into effect. 


On the question to agree to this the yeas and nays being required 
by M* [Nathaniel] Peabody, 


Mr Peabody, no | M' Livingston, ay | M* Plater, ay 
M Gerry, no | M' Floyd, ay | Mr Forbes, excused 
M° Holten, ay | M* L’Hommedieu, ay | M* Griffin, ay 
M° Partridge, ay | M' Fell, ay | Mr Penn, ay 
M* Ellery, ay | M' Houston, ay | M? Burke, ay 
Mr Huntington, ay | Mr’ Searle, ay | M' Jones, ay 
Mr Sherman, ay | Mr M‘cLene, ay | M' Mathews,’ ay 
M' Ellsworth, av | Mr M’Kean, Ry | 


' This report, dated December 22, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136. 
TIT, folio 927. 

? This record of the proceedings in the Committee of the Whole, in the writing of 
Samuel Huntington, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 36, III, folio 
509. It is endorsed ‘Agreed to in Congress.”’ 
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The committee to whom was referred the letter of 20, from 
Dr. Morgan, brought in a report, which was taken into con- 
sideration; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That on the trials of cases not capital before 
courts martial, the depositions of witnesses not in the line or 
staff of the army, may be taken before some justice of the 
peace, and read in evidence, provided the prosecutor and 
person accused are present at the taking the same, or that 
notice be given of the times and places of taking such deposi- 
tions to the opposite party four days previous thereto, where 
the witness resides within the distance of thirty miles from 
such party, and six days where the witness resides above the 
distance of thirty, and not exceeding eighty miles, and a 
reasonable time for a greater distance. 

On the question to agree to this resolution, the yeas and 
nays being required by Mr. [Nathaniel] Peabody, 














New Hampshire, . Pennsylvama, 
Mr. Peabody, notno | Mr. Searle, ay | __ 
Massachusetts Bay, | M‘Lene, ay | 5 
Mr. Gerry, ay Delaware, 
Holten, ay a Mr. M‘Kean, ay } ay 
Rhode Island, Maryland, 
Mr. Ellery, ay t ay Mr. Plater, ay) _ 
Connecticut, Forbes, ay ay 
Mr. Huntington, ay Virgina, 
Sherman, ay } ay Mr. Griflin, ay = 
Ellsworth, av North Carolina, 
New York, Mr. Penn, ay | _ 
Mr. Floyd, gs Poa Jones, ay ie 
L’Hommedieu, — ay | "Y | South Carolina, 
New Jersey, Mr. Mathews, ay t ay 
Mr. Fell, uy 
Houston, ay a 


So it passed in the affirmative. 
51828—VvoL X1—O08——H9 
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Resolved, That to encourage witnesses who do not belong 
to the army to attend on courts martial and give their evi- 
dence viva voce when required by the judge advocate, the 
reasonable expences of such witnesses shall be defrayed by 
the United States, and paid by the pay master to the 
Board of War and Ordnance, being first adjusted by the 
said Board. 

A state of Mr. Benjamin Randolph’s account with the late 
President was laid before Congress and read: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of 
Treasury. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock on Monday. 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 27, 1779 


A letter, of 23; and one, of 24, from General Washington, 
were read, enclosing intelligence of the sailing of a large fleet 
from New York: 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War, 
and that the Board be directed to forward on the Virginia 
troops with all expedition. 

A letter, of 20, from J. Beatty, commissary of prisoners; 

And one, of 25, from Baron Miklaszewicz, were read. 

A letter, of 24, from Mr. du Simitiére,was read; ’ Where- 
upon, 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee on Mr. du Simitiére’s memorial, of 22 July last; and 
after debate, 

Resolved, That the farther consideration thereof be post- 
poned till Friday next. 


1 Washington’s letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VII], 
folios 255 and 261; the enelosure is on folio 267; Beatty’s letter is in No. 78, III, folio 
425: that of Miklaszewicz, in No. 78, XV, folio 615; that of Du Simitiére, in No. 7S, 
XX, folio 483. 





December, 1779 1411 


Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee to whom was referred a letter from the president of 
the State of Pensylvania, to the delegates of that State, 
dated 15 December instant, and thereupon came to the 
following resolution: 

Whereas it appears to Congress, from the representation of 
the delegates of the State of Pensylvania, that disputes have 
arisen between the states of Pensylvania and Virginia, rela- 
tive to the extent of their boundaries, which may probably 
be productive of sertous evils to both states, and tend to 
lessen their exertions in the common cause: therefore, 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the contending par- 
ties not to grant any part of the disputed land, or to disturb 
the possession of any persons living thereon, and to avoid 
every appearance of force until the dispute can be amicably 
settled by both states, or brought to a just decision by the 
intervention of Congress: that possessions forcibly taken be 
restored to the original possessors, and things placed in the 
situation in which they were at the commencement of the 
present war, without prejudice to the claims of either party.’ 

Congress took into consideration the report on the post 
office; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the post office be so regulated as that the 
post shall set ont and arrive at the place where Congress shall 
be sitting twice in every week, to go so far as Boston, in the 
State of Massachusetts bay, and to Charleston, in the State 
of South Carolina: 





ry a : _ dine] feet 
meester tees 


' This report, in the writing of Robert R. Livingston, ia in the Papers of the Conti- 
nental Congress, No. 20, LI, folio 63. 
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That as the 40000 Dollars, granted by Congress on the 23d of 
October last were principally to discharge the arrears of the Post 
Office, and a further grant being at present absolutely necessary for 
continuing the functions of the said office, your Committee report that 
a warrant issue on the Treasurer, in favor of the Post Master General 
for the sum of 30,000 dollars, he to be aecountable. 

Your Committee farther report that as the three surveyors of the 
Post Office are allowed but 20 dollars a day a sum inadequate to their 
heavy expences in travelling the roads, that they be allowed the sum 
of 40 dollars a day, to ecominenee from the 28th of August last, and 
also yearly clothing for themselves only, upon the same terms under 
which officers of the army draw clothing from the clothter general. 


That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of the post 
master general, for the sum of thirty thousand dollars, to the 
use of that department; for which he is to be accountable. 

That all express riders in the pay of the United States be 
discharged, and that no established express riders be in future 
maintained at the public expence: 

Resolved, That the three surveyors of the post office be 
allowed the sum of forty dollars a day, until the further 
order of Congress: 

That as the duties of the post master general and comp- 
troller will henceforward be considerably increased by the 
above resolutions, the salary of the post master general be 
five thousand dollars per annum, and the comptroller’s be 
four thousand dollars per annuin. 

Ordered, That the Board of War and the quarter master, his 
assistants and deputies in Philadelphia, be mformed imme- 
diately of the aforesaid resolutions.’ 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee of the whole; and thereupon, 

Resolved, That bills to the amount of seventy five thousand 
pounds sterling of the money directed to be drawn for by a 
resolution of Congress, passed the 23d day of November last, 


‘This report, in the writing of Cyrus Griffin, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 61, folio 463. 
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be sold at the rate of twenty five dollars in continental bills of 
eredit, for four shillings six pence sterling, on condition that 
the persons purchasing the same lend to the United States a 
sum of money equal to the sum paid for the bills, for which 
they shall receive six per cent. per annum interest. 

Resolved, That one hundred thonsand pounds sterling, the residue 


of the sum for which Congress have determined to draw on Mr. Jay 
and Mr. Lawrence, be drawn in manner following: ' 


Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28, 1779 


A letter, of 26 November, from the president of New 
Hampshire, was read, accompanied with a copy of “an act to 
allow appeals to Congress in certain maritime causes,’’ passed 
by that State: 

Ordered, That the said copy be referred to the Committee on 
Appeals. 

A letter, of 29 November, from the council of Massachu- 
setts Bay, was read, accompanied with the proceedings of a 
committee appointed by the legislature of that State “to 
investigate the causes of the failure of the expedition to 
Penobscot, and to examine into the conduct of the comman- 
ders by land and sea employed in the said expedition,’ ? &e. 

Ordered, ‘That the minutes of the said proceedings lie on the 
table for the perusal of the members. 

A letter, of 20th, from Nathan Denison, was read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Treasury. 

A letter, of 27, from Don Juan de Mirailles, was read: 


* These paragraphs, in the writing of Robert R. Livingston, are in the Papers of the 
Continental Congress, No. 26, folio 99. It originally read to call for £100,000 at 
twenty for one in specie. 

? ‘The New Hampshire letter is in tho Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 44, 
folio 191; the Massachusetts proceedings are in No. 65, II, folio 17. 
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Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of Admiralty, to 
take order thereon. 

A letter, of this day, from Captain Galvan, was read, 
soliciting the rank of heutenant colonel in the army of the 
United States:’ 

Resolved, That Captain Galvan be informed his request 
cannot be complied with. 

On motion of Mr. [James] Forbes, seconded by Mr. [John] 
Fell, 

Resolved, That hereafter all applications for promotion in 
the army of the United States of America be made to the 
Board of War, and all applications for promotion in the 
navy to the Board of Admiralty, and that they report to 
Congress. 

The Board of Treasury, to whom was referred a memorial 
of Captain Joseph Baldesqui, pay master to Brigadier Count 
Pulaski’s legion, report, 

That by a certificate of Messrs. Johnson and Howell, 
auditors of the main army, dated at West Point, the 24 
August, 1779, accompanying the said memorial, 1t appears 
that Captain Baldesqui has duly and regularly settled his 
accounts, as pay master to Count Pulaski’s legion, to the 
first day of March last; and that on the whole of the evidence 
before the Board, they are of opinion he has discharged his 
duty with strict integrity and honor: 

Resolved, That Congress concur in the said report. 

Ordered, That the report of the Board on the accounts of 
Benjamin Randolph, be re-committed. 

The Board, having examined the account of Benjamin Randolph 


against the Honble John Jay, Esq', late President of Congress, 
referred to them the 24 instant, beg leave further to report: 


? This letter is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 78, X, folio 191. 
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That M’ Randolph charges for Liquors and Provisions 
furnished the President’s Table, from the 9 of Jan- 


uary to the 23° of March, 1779, #195) 7 6&6 
For the use of his house and furniture from the 14 of 
December, 1778, to the 25 of Mareh, 1779, 1442 17 1 
For repairs of damage done to his House and furniture, 851 12 6 
Amounting to 2487 17 1 
That he credits against said account 25 
which dedueted leaves 2462 17 #1 
Equal to 6567 55/90 doll® 


That asno contraet was made with M* Randolph, the Board on the 
above State submit the following Resolution: 

That a warrant issue on the Treasurer in favor of Benjamin Ran- 
dolph for dollars and 90ths in payment for the use of his 
House and furniture from the 14 of December, 1778, to the 25 of 
March, 1779, for Repairs of damage done to the same, and for sundry 
Liquors and Provisions furnished by him to M" Jay, late President 
of Congress, while the said House was occupied by him.! 


The Committee on the Post office brought in a report, 
whieh was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the rate of postage, until the further order 
of Congress, be twenty prices upon the sums paid in the year 
ne LO: 

That single letters, directed to any officer of the line, and 
all letters directed to general officers or to officers eommand- 
ing In a separate department, [and all letters to and from the 
ministers, commissioners and secretaries of these United 
States at foreign courts, be free.]? 

Congress took into consideration the report of the com- 
mittee to whom was referred the letter of 2d November last, 
from the governor of Connectieut; and, thereupon, 


'This report, dated December 27, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, 
No. 136, III, folio 931. The Randolph account was passed by the Board of Treasury, 
January 7, 1780. 

*The remainder of this day’s entries was made by George Bond. The words in 
brackels were not in the original report, which is, in the writing of Cyrus Griffin, in the 
Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 61, folio 453. 
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Resolved, That Congress entertain a just sense of the great 
and effectual exertions of the State of Connecticut in the 
common cause, and of the readiness with which they have 
executed the measures recommended to them: 

That as any alteration in the quotas established by the 
resolution of the 7 of October last, would probably be pro- 
ductive of confusion and embarrassment, it be recommended 
to the said State to raise the quota therein assigned to them, 
confiding that due attention will in future be paid to the 
circumstances mentioned in Governor Trumbull’s letter of 
the 2d of November last: 

That Congress are earnestly disposed to do full justice to 
every State in the liquidation and allowance of all regular 
and necessary expenditures, and have established the means 
of adjusting and settling all accounts of the respective states 
with the United States, in order that due attention may be 
seasonably paid to that object; but cannot in the present 
critical posture of affairs, assent to the retaining of any part 
of the taxes raised for general use, as an example of that kind 
might involve the most fatal consequences: 

That it be recommended to the said State, and to every other State 
similarly circumstanced, to refrain from calling out and stationing 
Militia, except in Cases of indispensable necessity, in order that 
every Expense not essential may be retrenched and avoided, and 


the Cominunity better enabled to furnish the necessary Supplies for 
carrying on the War. 


That continental pay and rations, agreeably to the 
resolutions of the 2d and 6th of June, 1778, be allowed for 
the service of the militia which shall appear to have been 
necessarily employed for the defence of the said state, 
between the first day of April and first day of November last: 


1This report, in the writing of William Churchill Houston, is in the Papers of the 
Continental Congress, No. 20, I, folio 285. 
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On passing the last of the foregoing resolutions, the yeas 
and nays being required by Mr. [James] Forbes, 

















Massachusetts Bay, Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Gerry, ay Mr. Searle, ay 
Lovell, ay |. M’ Lene, ay } ay 
Holten, ay ah Shippen, ay 
Partridge, ay Maryland, 

Rhode Island, Mr. Plater, ay | div 

Mr. Ellery, ay fay Forbes, no 

Connecticut, North Carolina, 

Mr. Huntington, ay] _ Mr. Penn, ay 

Sherman, RY a Burke, ay (ay 
New York, Jones, no 

Mr. Floyd, ay | a: South Carolina, 

L’Hommedieu, no | - Mr. Mathews, ay | ay 
New Jersey, 

Mr. Fell, ay 

Houston, ay | ay 


So it was resolved in the affirmative. 
Adjourned to 10 oClock to Morrow. 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1779 


A report from the Board of War, on the memorial of 
Lieutenant Colonel Derick, being read, 

Resolved, That in consideration of the peculiar cireum- 
stances attending the case of Lieutenant Colonel Derick, 
that gentleman receive the pay and subsistence of lieutenant 
colonel in the army of the United States from the date of his 
brevet until the further order of Congress. 

A report from the Board of War, on the memorial of 
Captain Baldesqul, was read;' Whereupon, Congress came to 
the following resolution: 


' These roports are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folios 689, 
69). 
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The circumstances of the corps lately commanded by 
General Count Pulaski not now requiring a pay master, and 
Captain Joseph Baldesqui, its present pay master, for that 
reason and from the situation of his private affairs, desiring 
leave to resign, 

Resolved, That his resignation be accepted. 

Resolved, That Major General Lincoln be empowered, if 
he shall think it for the good of the service, to reduce the 
corps lately commanded by Brigadier Count Pulaski, and to 
incorporate such of the men as remain, into such of the reg- 
iments of horse and infantry under his command, as he shall 
think proper; the men so incorporated to be, nevertheless, 
considered as part of the quotas of the states to which they 
belong.’ 

Another report from the Board of War, on the memorial of 
Brigadier General Muhlenberg, was read: Whereupon, Con- 
gress came to the following resolution: 

The Board having taken into consideration the memorial of 
Brigadier General Mublenberg, complaining of injury done him in the 
promotion of General Woodford; and it appearing to the Board that 
the memorialist, from a becoming zeal for the Service, would be 
satisfied with an explanation of the resolution of Congress, passed on 
the 19th of March, 1778, on the subject, beg leave to report the follow- 
ing explanatory resolution: 

Whereas Congress did, on the 19th day of March, 1778, 
resolve that General Washington call in and cancel the com- 
missions of Brigadiers General Woodford, Muhlenberg, Scott 
and Weedon, and that new commissions be granted them, 
and that they rank in future agreeably to the following 
arrangement, Woodford, Muhlenberg, Scott, Weedon: 

And that Congress being informed that uneasiness has arisen with 
some of those gentlemen, least the arrangements being so materially 


' This report, in the writing of John Mathews, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 147, II, folio 693. The last phrase is in the writing of Samuel Huntington. 
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altered, may occasion reflexions prejudicial to the characters of those 
gentlemen who are placed inferior in command, 

Resolved, That Congress entertain the most favourable opinion of 
the merit and characters of the gentlemen mentioned in the resolution 
before recited. 


Resolved, That the arrangement made therein was founded 
upon principles not affecting the personal characters or com- 
parative merits of those officers.’ 

A report from the Board of Treasury, on the petition of 
Thomas Bentley, was read; Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the case of the petitioner doth not differ 
from that of many others, whose application for compensation 
of damages have not been allowed, and that his request can- 
not be granted. 

A report from the Board of War on the letter, of 30 Novem- 
ber, from Captain Galvan, was read. 


Ar A Boarp or War, December 27th, 1779. 


The Board having considered Mr. Galvan’s letter of the 30th ult, 
beg leave to state his pretensions to the rank and office he requests. 

He came to America in 1776, and arriving at Charles Town accepted 
a second Lieutenancy in one of the Continental Regiments raised in 
the State of South Carolina. This he says was the only grade then 
in the Power of that State to confer. After this, at the request of the 
President of that State, he undertook a voyage to France to procure 
military stores; which Commission he appears to have executed to the 
satisfaction of his employers. Upon his return from France he had 
some expectations of raising an independent Corps; but being dis- 
appointed, aud not succeeding in his attempts to introduce a reforma- 
tion in the exercises used among the Troops at Charles Town, he 
resigned his commission, and came to the northward to join the main 
army; which he effected in 1778. From that time he has served as a 
volunteer, attaching himself at different periods, to the Families of 
General Gates and General de Kalb. During his whole residence and 
services in America, he has supported himself without any expence to 
the United States. 


1 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, II, folio 685 
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Mr. Galvan’s abilities are acknowledged by all who have had the 
pleasure of his acquaintance; and his long and particular study of 
tactics, and his industry, render him particularly fit for the duties of 
the inspectorship. He has exhibited divers specimens of his abilities 
as a tactician; particularly of late a Plan of Manoeuvres for the 
Horse, which he caused to be performed much to the satisfaction of 
the Commander in Chief. Upon a former occasion when we expected 
the Affrican Corps would have been raised, we thought he might be 
very useful in disciplining them, and accordingly reported that he 
should be appointed a Sub-inspector with the rank of Licutenant 
Colonel. Baron Steuben requests he may now be appointed to the 
Office of Sub-Inspector. But for this purpose he must have the rank 
of Lieutenant Colonel. The Board, tho’ possessing the most favour- 
able opinion of Mr. Galvan, yet knowing in what estimation rank in 
the Army was now held, and how difficult it was to introdnce an 
officer not in the usual line of promotion, wrote to General Washington 
on the subject. His answer we do ourselves the honour to inclose. 
The General seems to be decidedly of opinion that Mr. Galvan cannot 
be admitted to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, at the same time 
declaring his conviction of his talents and merit, and that his knowl- 
edge, apphcation and industry would render him useful: but thinks 
the rank that may be given him should not exceed that of a Major, 
as such, to be employed in the inspectorship as circumstances may 
make it convenient. 

If upon the whole Congress should be of opinion that Mr. Galvan’s 
merit and qualifications intitle him to the rank and office he requests, 
we would beg leave to report: 

That Mr. Galvan be appointed a sub-inspector, with the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel in the army of the United States, to be employed 
therein as the Commander in Chief shall direct. 

Should Congress not think proper to agree to the above report, we 
would beg leave to report: 

That Mr. Galvan receive the commission of Major in the army of 
the United States, and be employed in the inspectorship, as the 
Commander in Chief shall direct.’ 


1 This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, III, folio 619. 
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On the question to agree to the resolution for granting Mr. Galvan 
the commission of Major, the yeas and nays being required by Mr. 
[John] Mathews; 


Mr. Peabody, no Mr. Searle, no 

Mr. Lovell, ay Mr. MeLene, no 

Mr. Holten, no | Mr. Shippen, no 

Mr. Partridge, no Mr. Plater, no 

Mr. Huntington, no Mr. Forbes, no 

Mr. Sherman, no Mr. Burke, no 

Mr. Floyd, no Mr. Jones, no 

Mr. Fell, no | Mr. Mathews, no! 
Mr. Houston, no | 


It being suggested by the eget of War that a plan has 
been proposed to them whieh they eonceive may be advan- 
tageous in procuring neeessaries for the army ahieh—the+ 
COT HEE COR EP ERS | 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to confer 
with the Board of War on the subject fetes tet 

: - [and report 
their opinion to Congress whether the plan is practieable 
and would be attended with advantage:] ’ 

The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] Burke, Mr. [Elbridge] 
Gerry, and Mr. [John] Mathews. 

A petition of David Bloyde was read:° 

Ordered, ‘That it be referred to the Board of Treasury to 
take order thereon. 

The committee appointed to report proper salaries to the 
purchasing eommissaries &e. delivered in their report: 

Ordered, That to morrow be assigned for the consideration 
of the report of the eommittee on General Washington’s let- 
ter, of 18 November last. 

Adjourned to 10 o’Cloek to Morrow. 


' The vote is endorsed by Charles Thomson on the report. Sce under January 12, 
1780. 

* This motion, i the writing of Robert R. Livingston, is in the Papers of the Conti- 
nental Congress, No. 27. folio 95. The words in brackets are in the writing of Samnel 
{luntington. 

3 This petition, dated the 23d, is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 42, 
1, folio 193. 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30, 1779 


Mr. [Cyrus] Griffin, a delegate from Virginia, laid before 
Congress an exemplification of an act of the general assembly 
of that State, empowering any one of their delegates to give 
the vote of the State, in the following clause: 

“ Be it therefore enacted by the general assembly that from 
and after the passing of this act, five shall be the number of 
persons to represent this commonwealth in general congress, 
any one of which or a majority of those present, if more than 
one, to give the vote of the commonwealth.” * 

An appeal from the judgment of a court of admiralty for 
the State of Marvland on the libel Harman Courter vs. brig 
Pitt, was lodged with the secretary and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Appeals. 

That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour of George 
Bond, deputy secretary to Congress, for four thousand dol- 
lars, on account of his salary. 

That a warrant issue on the treasury, in favour of John 
Nicholson, one of the clerks in the chamber of accounts, for 
three thousand dollars, on account of his salary.’ 

Ordered, That the report of the Board of Treasury for 
advances to the commissary general be re-committed. 

A report from the Board of War on a letter from Edward 
Williams, ensign in the 8th Virginia regiment, was read; 
Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the resignation of Ensign Edward Williams, 
of the 8th Virginia regiment, be accepted.* 

Mr. N{athaniel] Folsom, a delegate for New Hampshire, 
attended, and produced the credentials of his appointment, 
which were read, as follows: 


1 This act is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 71, I, folio 295. 

? This report, dated December 30, isin the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 136, 
ITI, folio 937. 

> This report is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, 11, folio 695. 
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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, 
In THE House oF REPRESENTATIVES, Oct’ 29', 1779. 

Voted, That the Hon. Gen! Whipple and the Hon Gen! Folsom 
be and hereby are chosen Delegates to represent this State in the 
Hon!’ Continental Congress for one year from the first day of 
November next and until relieved or reealled by order of the General 
Assembly of this State, and that each of them in the absence of the 
other have full power to represent this State with all such powers, 
privileges and immunities as other Delegates from this State have 
heretofore had, held and enjoved. Sent up for concurrence. 

JoHN Lanapon, Speaker. 

In Couneil, November 3° 1779. Read and coneurred. 

K. Tompson, Secr’. 

Copy examin’d by IE. Tnompson, Secr”? 

A letter, of 4th, from the president of New Hampshire, 
was read :° 

Resolved, That the order of the day be postponed. 

The Medical Committee delivered m a report; 

Also the committee appointed to confer with the Board of 
War delivered in a report. 

Congress took into consideration the report of the commit- 
tee appointed to report proper salaries for the purchasing 
commissaries, 2nd some time being spent thereon, 

Adjourned to 10 o’Clock to Morrow. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 31, 1779 


A letter, of 30, from the honourable the Minister Plenipo- 
tentiary of France, and a memorial from Mr. Holker, were 
read, respecting a demand for damages to the owners of the 
ship Holy Martyrs, captured by an American privateer, and 
acquitted on an appeal: 

Ordered, That it be referred to a committee of three: 


'The original is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, New Hampshire, Creden- 
tials of Delegates. 
* This letter 1s in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 64, folio 9-4. 
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The members chosen, Mr. [Thomas] M‘Kean, Mr. [William] 
Ellery and Mr. [Thomas] Burke. 

A memorial from F. Hopkinson, treasurer of loans, was 
read: 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Board of ‘Treasury. 

A letter, of 30th, from the Board of War; one, of 31, from 
Jeremiah Wadsworth; and a letter from G[ouverneur] Morris, 
were read: * 

Resolved, 'That Monday next be assigned for taking into 
consideration the report of the Medical Committee. 

The committee appointed to confer with the Board of War 
report as their opinion, that the plan communicated to them 
by the Board appears practicable, and if carried into execu- 
tion promises supplies of certain articles immediately wanted 
for the troops at much less expence and with greater dispatch 
than they can otherwise be procured; that no coertion is 
requisite in the execution; that the expence will not exceed 
half a million of continental dollars, and the risque to the 
United States is inconsiderable: ’ 

A letter, of 27, from General Washington, was read giving 
intelligence of a second embarkation of troops sailing from 
New York on the 26 instant: 

Ordered, That copies be sent by express to the governors 
of Maryland and Virginia. 

A letter, of 25, from General Washington, was read, enclos- 
ing a representation from Elizabeth Burgin: ° 

Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of War. 

A letter, of this day, from the Board of Admiralty was 
read, enclosing sundry letters respecting Captain Papley: 


‘The memorial of Hopkinson is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 41, 
IV, folio 83; that of the Board of War is in No. 147, II, folio 699; that of Wadsworth, 
in No. 78, XXIV, folio 149. 

2 This report, in the writing of Thomas Burke, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 27, folio 93. 

8 Washington’s letters are in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 152, VITT, 
folios 271, 312. 
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Ordered, That the same be referred to the Board of Admi- 
ralty to take order thereon. 

A report from the Board of Treasury was read; Where- 
upon, 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of Mr. [Allen] Jones, one of the delegates for the State of 
North Carolina, for six thousand dollars, on his application; 
for which the said State is to be accountable. 

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer, in favour 
of John Biddle, Isaac Howell, Peter Thomson, Isaac Snow- 
den and Nathaniel Falconer, inspectors of the continental 
press for three thousand dollars, each; for which they are to 
be respectively accountable. 

Whereupon, Fesolved, that the same be referred to the 
Board of War, and that they be authorised to take order. 

The committee, to whom was referred the report of the 
Board of War on the petition of Robert Jewell; 

The Committee to whom was referred the Report of the Board of 
War on the Petition of Robt. Jewell beg leave to Report, 

That twenty five dollars and one ration a Day be allowed to Robert 
Jewell, Keeper of the New Goal in Philadelphia; seventeen dollars 
and one ration a day to each of his assistants, and eight dollars and 
one ration a day to his Turnkey, in full for their services and subsist- 


ence, until the further orders of Congress; and that the pay aforesaid 
commence the eighteenth day of August last.' 


! This report, in the writing of Elbridge Gerry, is in the Papers of the Continental 
Congress, No. 19, I1I1, folio 283. The adopted report is printed under January J, 1780, 
post. On the report is the record of a vote taken on a motion of James Forbes, as 
follows: 


M* Folsom, ay }ay | Mr. Fell, a , 
M’ Gerry, ay Mr. Houston. Ag \ div. 
M' Lovell, ay pay M? Searle, ay 

M™ Holten, no M* McLene, ay ay 
M’ Ellery, no }no_ | M* Shippen, ay 

M* Huntington. ay M’ Plater, ay ai : 
M’ Sherman, no > ay M® Forbes, nO fone 
M' Ellsworth, ay M’ Griffin, ay pay 
M' Floyd, ay } div M* Jones, no? * 
M* L’hommedieu, no "| M'’ Mathews, ay ¢ay 


91828—voL x1m—O08——90 
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And the committee appointed to report a proper allowance 
for the officers of sundry departments brought in their sev- 
eral reports.’ 

Congress resumed the consideration of the report of the 
committee respecting the commissary and quarter master’s 
departments, and made some progress therein: 

On the question to agree to the following proposition: 

“That one and three-fourths per cent. be allowed to each 
of the assistant purchasing commissaries upon all the pur- 
chases made within their respective states, out of which they 
shall pay all inferior deputies, and defray the whole expence 
attending such purchases: nor shall they or either of their 
deputies be entitled to rations or forage, except when called 
by the necessary business of their departments to attend the 
army, in which case, they shall be permitted to draw rations 
for themselves and one servant each, and forage for two 
horses. 

‘“‘And whereas, the payment of commissions is, on the one 
hand, necessary, in order to apportion the wages of the officer 
to the business that passes through his hands, while, on the 
other, the increased prices at which provisions are sometimes 
necessarily laid in, may subject them to unjust censure: 

“That all commissions on the produce of the country shall 
be rated in continental bills of credit at twenty for one on the 
price at which such produce sold in the year 1774, and at 
thirty for one on all foreign commodities.” 

A division was called for, and the yeas and nays being 
required by Mr. [James] M‘Lene, on the first paragraph, for 
granting commissions, rations and forage in certain cases: 


New Hampshire, | Rhode Island, 
Mr. Peabody, no | Mr. Ellery, ay } ay 
Folsom, no | 4 Connecticut, 
Massachusetts Bay, : Mr. Huntington, no 
Mr. Gerry, no | Sherman, ay } ay 
Holten, no i ¥’llsworth, RY 


' See under January 27, 1780. 





New York, 

Mr. Livingston, 
Floyd, 
L’Honinedieu, 

New Jersey, 

Mr. Fell, 

ITouston, 
Pennsylvania, 

Mr. Searle, 

M‘Lene, 
Delaware, 
Mr. M‘Kean, 
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Maryland, 
ay | Mr. Plater, 
ay | ay Forbes, 
ay | Virginia, 

Mr. Griffin, 
no North Carolina, 
no | Mr. Penn, 

Burke, 


no , no | 


So it passed in the negative. 
Adjourned to 10 oCiock to Morrow. 


ay | div South Carolina, 
Mr. Mathews. 
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ae | ee 
ay 
ay } ay 


ay 
no 


div. 





no } no 
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EXPENDITURES FOR THE YEAR 1779! 


TO THE BOARD OF ADMIRALTY OR MARINE COMMITTEE. 


Jan. 16. Tothe Marine Committee for navy board, eastern district, 


Feb. 3. do. middle dao. 
19. do. eastern do. 
March 9. do. do. 
May 11. do. do. 
31. do. middle do. 
Aug. 16. do. do. 
Dec. 14. To Board of Admiralty for do. 


DoLuars 


TO THE BOARD OF WAR. 


Jan. 9. For purchase of arms, linen, &c. 
Aug. 20. To pay Wm. Henry for repair of arms, &c. 
Sept. 2. For purchase of military stores 


150, 576 
20, 000 
500, 0CO 
30, 000 
500, CCO 
100, 000 
300, 0CO 
50, 000 


1, 650, 576 


87, 621 72-90 


20, 000 
300, 000 


TO JOSEPH CARLETON, PAYMASTER TO THE BOARD OF WAR, 


Jan, 9%. Topay G. Rice for building barracks in Albemarle county 
30. To be advanced from time to time to the commissary of 
hides 
Feb. 3. Toexchange bills of emissions of May 1777, and Apri! 1778, 
For the purchase of military stores 
Feb. 18. For recruiting Armand and Pulaski’s corps 
Feb. 26. Toexchange bills of emissions of May 1777, and April 1778, 
Mareh 9. For use of the war department 
30. To exchange bills as aforesaid out of circulation 
April 19. To pay for cloathing purchased by the Board of War 
May 5. To pay Mr. Hughes on a contract for cannon and shot 
17. Yor re-enlisting the 8th Pennsylvania and 13th Virginia 
rcgiments 
22. To exchange bills as aforesaid out of circulation 


‘This appendix was printed in the original issue of the Journals (1782), but was 
emitted from the subsequent issues. It is based upon a record kept by Charles 


23, 000 


150, 000 
70, 000 
100, 000 
144, 000 
10, 000 
150, 000 
5, 000 


1, 000, 000 


120, 000 


100, 000 
6, 000 


Thomson in the first of the so-called “ Dispatch Books’”’ (Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, No. 185), in which were entered the letters and papers received by Congress, 


the disposition made of them, and the composition of the committees. 


This record 


was begun on January 1, 1779, and at the end of Volume I is iound this financial state- 
ment. In the pages following are noted the changes to be made in the printed Journals, 


but these were already embodied in the text. 
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June 4. For contingent demands on the office 150, 000 
July 8. To provide cloathing for the army 1, 000, 000 
Sept. 9. To discharge in part, a bill of Otisand Henly forcloathing 20, 000 

15. To purchase cloathing for the army 1, 000, 000 
Oct. 23. To discharge a draught of W. Smith for cloathing pur- 

chased 41,198 60-90 

Nov. 12. The purpose not specified 1, 000, 000 

22. To continue the purchase of cloathing 1, 000, 000 
Dec. 4. To continue the purchases of cloathing 1, 000, 000 





Dottars 7, 496,820 42-90 


SUMS ADVANCED TO NATHANAEL GREENE, QUARTERMASTER OENERAL. 


Jan. 9. For the use of the quartermaster’s department, 1, 000, 000 
16. For do. 1, 500, 000 
Feb. 11. For do. 1, 500, 000 
Mar. 2. For do. 4, 000, 000 
April 5. For do. 5, 000, 000 
May 11. For do. 5, 000, 000 
June 4. For do. 5, 000, 000 
22-2or. -do: 5, 000, 000 
July 23. For do. 5, 000, 000 
Aug. 20. For do. 5, 000, 000 
Sep. 17. For do. 400, 000 
Oct. 4. For do. 5, 000, 000 
14. For do. 2, 700, 000 
20. For dao. 700, 000 
Nov. 12. For do. 3, 000, 000 
24. For dao. 617, 000 
Dec. 7. For do. 3, 500, 000 
18. For dao. 102, 000 
22. For do. 2, 400, 000 


Dotiars 56, 419, 000 


SUMS ADVANCED TO THOMAS MIFFLIN, LATE QUARTERMASTER QENERAL 


March 6. To discharge arrearages in his late department. 80, 000 
May 26. To discharge debts due in do. 50, 000 
Aug. 17. To discharge debts due in do. 20, 000 
Sep. 15. To discharge wagea due in waggon department in do. 12, 000 


Dottars 162, 000 


SUMS ADVANCED TO JEREMIAH WADSWORTH, COMMISSARY GENERAL OF PURCHASES 


Jan. 9. For the purchase of provisions 2, 500, 000 
13. For do. 1, 500, 000 
Feb. 11. For do. 2, 300, 000 
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March 2. For the purchase of provisions 2, 700, 000 
25. For do. 4, 209, 000 
May 11. For do. 4, 500, 000 
June 12. For do. 4, 000, 000 
July 8. For do. 5, 800, 000 
Aug. 9. For dao. 2, 500, 000 
Sep. 4. For do. 5, 600, 000 
29. For do. 400, 000 
Oct. 15. For do. 8, 000, 000 
Nov. 15. For do. 2, 000, 000 
Dec. 14. For do. 3, 300, 000 
16. For do. 2, 000, 000 
18. For do. 1, 200, 090 
20. For do. 250, 000 
Dottars 52, 750, 000 

ADVANCED TO PATRICK LOCKHART 
June 18. For supplying the troops on the western expedition 166, 666 30-90 


SUMS ADVANCED TO CHARLES STEWART, COMMISSARY GENERAL OF ISSUES 


March 22. For the use of his department 120, 000 
Oct. 9. To pay wages of issuing commissaries and clerks, from Feb. lst 
to Ist of Nov. last 298, 800 
DotLtars 418, 800 
SUMS ADVANCED TO ISAAC MELCHER, BARRACKMASTER GENERAL 
Jan. 13. For the use of his department 50, 000 
March 9. For do. 100, 000 
May 22. For do. 200, 000 
Oct. 29. For do. 400, 000 
Dotiars 750, 000 
SUM8 ADVANCED TO COMMITTEE OF COMMERCE 

Jan. 16. To pay J. Pringle for ship Mercury ensured by them 5, 666 60-90 

20. To pay bills drawn on them by agents employed by them 62, 460 

Feb. 3. To pay a debt due to Samuel Curson 103, 200 

9. To pay for a bill of exchange of 1000 !. sterl. exchange at 9 

for 1 24, 000 

26. To pay for blankets, hose, &c. purchased for the army 50, 000 

March 5. To procure cloathing 500, 000 


DoLLars 745,326 60-90 
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SUMS ADVANCED FOR INDIAN AFFAIRS 


April 27. To commissioners for Indian affairs at Albany, inspecie 60 dol. 
May 31. To do. in do. 152 dol. 
June 1. To committee of Congress for Indian affairs 5, 333 30-90 


SUMS ADVANCED TO BENJAMIN FLOWER, COMMISSARY GENERAL OF MILITARY STORES 


Jan. 9. For the use of his department 100, 000 
Feb. 11. For do. 150, 000 
March 6. For do. 150, 000 
April 19. For do. 500, 000 
June 15. For do. to be paid from time to time 500, 000 
Sept. 15. For do. do. 500, 000 
Dee. 14. For do. 1, 000, 000 


Dottars 2, 900, 000 


TO WILLIAM HENRY, OF LANCASTER 


Feb. 19. For purchase of leather accoutrements shoes, &e. and for repairing 
arms 80, 000 
June 15. For do. 50, 000 


DottaRs 130, 000 


SUMS ADVANCED IN CLOATHING NEPARTMENT 


Feb. 19. To James Mease 35, 100 
To James Wilkinson, cloathier general 
Aug. 20. To be applied by commissaries of hides in the purchase of 


leather, shoes, &c. for the army 300, 000 

Sept. +. To defray the contingent expences of the department 20, 000 
Oct. 23. For the use of the hide department 100, 000 
27. FOr do. 50, 000 

Nov. 15. For do. 180, 000 
685, 100 


SUMS ADVANCED IN THE PAY-OFFICE DEPARTMENT 


To Wilham Palfrey, paymaster general. 
Jan. 16. For the use of the northern department, paid to T. Reed —_100, 000 


30. For recruiting service 000, 000 

For pay and expences of the army L, 000, 000 

March 17. For do. 1, 015, 000 
April 12. For do. paid draughts on him 3,503 77-90 

17. For his bill in favour of Viscount Laumagne 7,320 

27. For northern department, paid to Thomas Reed 500, 000 

May 18. For pay of the army paid his draught in favour of P. Audi- 
bert 2, 500 


26. For do. L, 000, 000 





June 5. 
12 
29 
July 17. 
Aug. 3. 
Sep. 11. 


29 
Nov. 195. 
30 
Dee. 14. 
18 


. For do. 
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Paid his bill and advanced to him 


. For the forees in Virginia to be sent to B. Harrison 
. For pay and expences of troops in the western district 


For the use of the main army sent to J. Pierce 
For forces in Virginia, B. Harrison accountable 
For main army, J. Pierce to be accountable 


. For the western district, sent to J. Boreman 


For the use of his department 


. For troops in South Carolina, sent to Joseph Clay 


For do. at fort Pitt, sent to John Boreman 
For the use of his department, on application of J. Burrell 
to be sent to J. Pierce. on do. 


DOLLARS 
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5, 000 
100, 000 
100, 000 


1, 000, 000 


100, 000 


1, 000, 000 


200, 000 


1, 150, 000 
2.000, 000 


150, 000 
150, 000 


1, 000, 000 
11,083, 323 77-90 


SUMS ADVANCED TO JOHN LEWIS GERVAIS DEPUTY PAYMASTER IN SOUTH CAROLINA 


Feb. 3. 
March 19. 
Aug. 

30. 
Sep. 


For the use of his department 
For do. 


3. To Joseph Clay, deputy paymaster in South Carolina 


do. ior use of Georgia or southern department 


29. To John Lewis Gervais, late deputy paymaster for do. 


DOLLARS 


1, 000, 000 
1, 000, 000 


500, 000 
500, 000 
146, 584 


3, 146, 584 


SUMS ADVANCED TO EBENEZER HANCOCK, DEPUTY PAYMASTER JN THE EASTCRN DEPART- 


March 6. 
24. 


May 11. 
ad 


Feb. 26. 
March 10. 
April 16. 
Bep. 29. 
Jan. 16, 
April 27. 
June 12. 
Nov. 25. 
June 29. 


MENT 


For the use of his department 

For recruiting the battalions at Providence 

For pay and subsistance of troops in the department 
For do. 2 bill drawn by General Gates 

For the troops at Rhode Island 


DoLLARS 


SUMS ADVANCED IN THE HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT 


To Jonathan Potts, deputy director 

To do. 

To do. 

To do. 

To doctor Isaac Forster, deputy director eastern district 
To do. 

To do. 

To do. 

To S. Kennedy for rent of huspital at Yellow Springs 


DOLLARS 


100, 000 
500, 000 
300, 000 


33, 333 30-90 


600, 000 


1, 333. 333 30-90 


150, 000 
150, 000 
500, 000 
291, 144 
75, 000 
100, 000 
150, 000 
150, 000 

5, 000 


1, 501, 144 
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SUMS ADVANCED FOR COMMISSARY OF PRISONERS DEPARTMENT 


April 10. To Elias Boudinot, late commissary of prisoners 7.998 32-90 
To do. in specie 4,717 14-90 
19. To John Beatty, commissary gen. of prisoners 
do. 50, 000 

July 17. Todo. 10, 000 

Nov. 15. Todo. paid Thomas Bradford 15, 000 
CONTINENTAL DoLuars 32, 998 32-90 

8UMS ADVANCED FOR THE POST OFFICE 

Jan. 16. To Richard Bache, postmaster general 20, 000 

April. (G. 10.do. 11, 967 30-90 

May 22. Todo. 10, 000 

Oct. 23. Todo. 40, 000 

Dec. 27. To do. 30, 000 


DoeLtuars 111, 967 30-90 


SUMS ADVANCED TO THE COMMISSIONERS OP CONTINENTAL LOAN OFFICES TO EXCHANGE 
BILLS OF EMISSIONS OF MAY 20, 1777, AND apRin 11, 1778, CALLED OUT OF CIRCULA- 
TION 


July 12. To Nicholas Gilman, of New Hampshire, 271, 264 
July 12. To Nathaniel Appleton, of Massachusetts, 4, 138, 412 
13. To do. 600 
17. To John Lawrence, of Connecticut, 543, 684 
Joseph Clark, of Rhode Island, 399, 862 
8. To do. 500 
17. Nicholas Ten Broeck, of New York, 980, 917 
23. Thomas Smith, of Pennsylvania, 2, 000, 000 
12. Samuel Patterson, of Delaware, 70, 000 
17. Thomas Harwood, of Maryland, 1, 988, 365 
22. William Armistead of Virginia, 2, 787, 557 60-90 
Aug. 10. James Green, of North Carolina, 500, 000 
of South Carolina, 1, 500, 000 
Feb. 27. Board of Treasury to exchange 40, 000 
June 26. Delegates of Maryland to exchange money paid Brigadicr 
Smallwood, 9, 736 
DoLuaRs 15, 230, 897 60-90 
SUMS ADVANCED TO THE STATES 
To NEw HawPpsHIRE 
March 9. On application of the delegates, 3, 000 
May 22. On application of Mr. Whipple, 4, 000 
Aug. 16. do. Mess’rs. Whipple and Peabody, 8, 000 
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Sept. 15. On application of Mr. Whipple, 3, 000 
29. do. Mr. Peabody, 5, 000 
mtte. 13. do. Mr. Langdon 6, 000 
Nov. 16. do. do. 4,000 
26. dao. Mr. Peabody 5, 000 
Douiars 38, 000 
To MAssAcHUSETTS 
Jan. 16. On application of the delegates 6, 000 
ment 5. do. Mess’rs Adams, Holten and Gerry 7. 500 
May 22. To repay 500,000 in August with interest at six per cent. 800, 000 
June 15. On application of Mr. S. Adams 1, 500 
Aug. 9. do. Mess’rs Gerry, Holten aud Lovell 13, 000 
pep. 29. do. Mr. G. Partridgo 3, 000 
Dec. 3. do. Mr. S. Holten 5, 000 
22.) do. Mr. J. Lovell 6, 000 
Dotiars 844, 000 
To Rove IsLtanp 
June 29. On application of the delegates 300, 000 
Aug. 4. do. Mr. J. Collins 2, 000 
Sept. 4. do. Mr. H. Marchant 3, 000 
El do. Mr. J. Collins 4, 000 
Oct. 4. do. do. 4, 000 
Nov. 12. do. Mr. Marchant 300, 000 
Zen do. do. 6, 000 
Dotuars 619, 000 
To CONNECTICUT 

Jan. 16. On application of the delegates 2, GOO 

Feb. 19. do. Mr. O. Ellsworth 1, 200 
March 13. Gov. Trumbull’s bill to J. Holker 20, 650 52-90 

17. On application of Mr. Dyer and Mr. Root 6, 000 

April 9. do. Mr. Spencer 1, 000 

May li. do. Mr. Sherman 2, 000 

22. To repay the same in August with interest 150, 600 

June 12. On application of Mr. Spencer 2, 000 

July 3. do. Mr. Sherman 2, 000 

do. Mr. Huntington 1, 500 

To supply their quota of troops with cloathing 200, 000 

Aug. 20. On application of Mr. Spencer 2, 000 

Sep. 2. do. Mr. Root 2, 000 

15. do. Mr. Wuntington 2, 000 

i do. Mr. Spencer 3, 000 
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Oct. 20. On application of Mr. Sherman 2, 000 
gi. do. Mr. Root 5, 000 
Nov. 26. do. do. 2, 000 
10. do. Mr. Sherman 3, 000 


DotitarRs 409, 350 52-90 


To New YorE 


Jan. 2. On application of Mr. G. Morris 2, 000 
March 2. do. Mr. Floyd 2, 000 
May old. a0: do. 2, 000 
222) eGo: Mr. Duane 3. 000 

June 7. do. Mr. G. Morris 2, 000 
Aug. 16. do. Mr. Duane o, 700 
Sept. 15. do. Mr. Jay 3, 000 
Oct. 8 dao. Delegates 300 
TS ie: Mr. F. Lewis §, 000 

23. a0. Mr. G. Morris 4,000 

Nov. 30. do. Mr. Schuyler 2, 000 
Dec. 6. do. Mr. Floyd 5, 000 
7. do. Mr. L’Hommedieu 35, 000 

OP. - 00. Mr. R. R. Livingston 8, 000 
March §. To D. Ten Broeck to pay intereat on certificates 5, 000 





Do.tiars 5d, 000 





To New JERSEY 


Jan. 9. On application of Mr. Scudder 900 
Feb. 9. do. Mr. Fell 500 

ll. do. Mr. Frelinghausen 500 
March 17. do. Mr. Frelinghausen and Mr. Witherspoon 1, 200 
April i. On application of Mr. Fell 500 
June 7. do. Mr. Fell 1, 000 
July 8. do. Mr. Scudder 1, 500 
Aug. 10. do. Mr. Fell 1, 000 

26. do. Mr. Witherspoon 2, 000 
Sep. 15. do. Mr. Scudder 1, 000 
Oct. day “alo. Mr. Fell 2, 000 
Nov. 24. do. Mr. Scudder 500 

25. do. Mr. Witherspoon 1, 600 
Dec. 1. do. Mr. Fell 2, 300 


Dotiuars§ 16, 100 


To PENNSYLVANIA 


Jan. 16. On application of the president of the state 160, 000 
April 9. To be repaid with interest at six per cent. 2, 000, 000 
27. On application of Mr. Atlee 1, 500 
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June 15. On application of Mr. Muhlenberg 1, 500 
Aug. 6. do. Mr. M‘Lene 1, 400 
10. do. Mr. .Atlee 1, 500 
20, ~~ do. Mr. Wynkoop 1, 200 
Sep. 17. do. Mr. Muhlenberg 1, 5CO 
30. = do. Mr. Wynkoop 1, £00 
Oct. 20. do. do. 2, 000 
do. Mr. Searle 3, 000 
DotiarRs 2, 175, 100 
To DELAWARE 
Dec. 4. For payment of bountiea to their recruits 36, 000 
To MARYLAND 
April 27. To purchase flour for the continental army 500, 000 
May 7. To purchase do. do. 800, 000 
22. On application of the delegates 10, 000 
Aug. 2. do. do. 6, 0CO 
Nov. 4. do. Mr. Forbes 5, 000 
Dec. 11 do. Mr. Plater 6, 000 
Dotuars 1. 327, 000 
To VIRGINIA 
Feb. 19. On application of the delegates 20, 000 
April 27. do. do. 10, 000 
May 22. Lent, to be paid in August, with interest at six per cent. 300, 000 
Aug. 26. Lent, to be paid with interest 400, 000 
Sep. 9. On application of the delegates 15, 000 
Za, do. do. 10, 000 
Dec. 1. do. Mr. Griffin 10, 000 
DoittaRs 765. 000 
To NortTH CAROLINA 

Jan. 9. On application of the delegates, for the use of their troops = 20, 808 70-90 

20. do. Messieurs Burke and Hill 1, 000 

do. the delegates, for their militia 2, 000 

Feb. 19. To discharge a bill of J. Ashe, treasurer 450 

March 15. On application of messieurs Burke and Hil) 6, 000 

April 10. do. delegates for their troops 25, 000 

19. do. Mr. Penn 3, 000 

27-5 do. Messieurs Burke and Hill 4, 000 


do. Mr. Sharpe 2, 500 


1440 
July 


Sep. 6. 


Nov. 6. 
Oct. 4. 
Nov. 4. 


Nov. 


Dec. 6. 


Feb. 3. 
16: 
Aug. 9. 
15. 
Dec. 2. 


April 


Sep. 


April 
May 


Jan. 9 


Feb. 9. 
March 30. 
April 12. 
May 13: 
June 12. 


14. 
29. 
Aug. 2. 

6. 
10. 


IZ. 
14. 


and 20. 
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On application of the state 1, 000, 000 
do. Mr. Penn 4, 000 
do. delegates for their troops 33, 000 
do. Mr. Harnett 3, 000 
do. Mr. Burke 6, 000 
do. Mr. Sharpe 4,000 
do. Mr. Penn 2, 000 
do. Mr. Hughes 5, 000 
do. delegates for use of their troops 60, 000 
do. do. do. 100, 000 
do. Mr. Harnett 4, 000 

Paid bills drawn by J. Nash, treasurer 1, 000 

On application of Mr. Sharpe 2, 500 
do. Mr. Harnett 4, 000 
do. Mr. Sharpe 3, 000 

. Onapplication of Mr. Harnett foradministratorof Mr. Hewes 3, 000 
do. Mr. Sharpe 3, 500 
do. Mr. Harnett 5, 000 
do. Mr. Burke 5, 000 
do. Mr. Jones 6, 000 


Do.tLtars 1, 318, 758 70-90 


To SoutH CAROLINA 


On application of Mr. Drayton 1, 500 
do. Messieurs Drayton and Laurens 41, 000 
do. Messieurs Drayton and Mathews 10, 900 
do. delegates 10, 000 
do. Mr. Mathews 5, 000 





Douuars 67, 500 





To GEORGIA 





On application of Mr. Langworthy §, 000 

For so much paid to Mr. J. Wood and Mr. Brownson in 1777, but not 
charged at the time 14, 000 
Do.ttars 20, 000 





FARTHER SUMS ADVANCED IN THE PAY-OFFICE DEPARTMENT 


For the pay of the invalid regiment. 

3857 5-90 
2102 26-90 
2275 5-90 
2152 70-90 
2300 4-90 
2373 6-90 
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July 23. 2247 2-90 
Aug. 17. 2144 34-90 
Sept. 9. 2419 54-90 
Oct. 14. 4067 43-90 
Nov. 4. 5996 56-0 
——_—_——. 3], 985 335-90 
To Lotbinier, a chaplain from Canada for his pay 1, 182 


Feb. 3. Pay of Capt. Peery’s company at Lewistown 4345 55-90 
9. do. of three companies on western frontiers 2526 68-90 








13. Colonel L. Cadwallader’s regiment 5000 
April 16. Militia at Winchester guarding prisoners 17, 315 10-90 
May . Col. Geiger’s battalion of Pennsylvania militia 798 *£-90 
11. Col. Gibson’s, the 138th Virginia regiment 7213 
June 7. For eloathing to troops under Brigadier General 
Varnum to be deducted from their pay 1434 76-90 
——————— 38. 633 63-90 
March 13. To mons. Faillie 125 
April 16. To baron Steuben 6500 
Aug. 20. To General Gates 1055 60-90 
———_——— 7,680 60-90 
Feb. 13. To the Commander in Chiet, specte 1000 
Major General Lee 300 1. sterl. do. 
Jan. 18. To James Willing 250 
Apnl i3and 17. Marquis de Bnitigny 5000 
May 3and Nov. 6. Brigadier du Portail 1767 22-90 
3. Colonel Radiére 800 
Villefranche 600 
8,417 22-90 
Sums advanced to sundry officers to enable them to return to Europe 27, 100 
To others as a gratuity 1, 960 
Sums advanced for the President’s Household. 
Nov. 12. To Mr. Laurens for his expences as presideut 35, 000 
To W. Young, steward to Mr. Jay from the 6th of March to 
Oct 20, 000 
To Phillips do. toMr. Huntington 23. 000 
83, 000 


PAID THE BALARY OF CIVIL OFFICERS 


January 12, 139 22-90 
February 609 76-90 
Mareh 15, 265 54-90 
April 11,414 13-90 
May 9,403 65-90 
June 12,555 60-90 
July 19, 087 36-90 
August 25, 255 


o1828—von x11—O0&———91 
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September 23,078 81-90 
October 28, 845 57-90 
November 47,272 
December 69, 100 


274,027 14-90 


PAID IN DISCHARGE OF ACCOUNTS SETTLED BY THE AUDITORS FOR SERVICES PERFORMED) 


January 12,575 17-90 
February 10, 020 36-90 
March 20, 747 69-90 
April 7,044 68-90 
May 11,066 12-90 
June 37, 330 1-90 
July 6,054 64-90 
August 23,475 13-90 
September 34, 083 60-90 
October 30, 480 13-90 
November 16, 181 45-90 
December 45, 5389 82-90 


254,599 30-90 
BILLS DRAWN ON THE MINISTER AT THE COURT OF VERSAILLES 


June 15. In favour of Mr. de Beaumarchais 2, 400, 000 livres 
Oct. § and 12. Mess’rs Fouquet 7, 800 





STANDING COMMITTEES 
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STANDING COMMITTEES! 
Admiralty, Board of 


3 December, 1779. George Bryan 
William Floyd 
James Forbes 
7 December, 1779. Fraincis Lewis 
9 December, 1779. William Ellery, in place of William Floyd 


Appeals 


9 March, 1779. Wilham Henry Drayton 
William Ellery 
John Henry 
Jesse Root 
William Paca 
29 July, 1779. Walliam Henry Drayton 
John Henry 
Jesse Root 
Henry Marchant 
Edmund Randolph 
27 August, 1779. William Paca, in place of Randolph 
14 October, 1779. James Mercer, in place of Drayton 
Cyrus Griffin, in place of Paca 
7 December, 1779. Ezra L’Hommedieu, in place of Marchant 
William Ellery, in place of Root. 


Commerce 


22 Noveruber, 1779. Cyrus Griffin, in place of Laurens 
Christopher Harnett, in place of Lewis 


Foreign Affairs 


24 February, 1779. TEliphalet Dyer, in place of Ellsworth 
24 November, 1779. William Churchill Houston 
Robert R. Livingston 
‘See pages 1275-1277 of Vol. XII. I now give such appointments only as were 


made in 1779. 
1445 
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Indian 


4 May, 1779. James Duane 
John Armstrong 
Thomas Burke 
Henry Laurens 
Roger Sherman 


Marine 


24 February, 1779. Richard Henry Lee 
John Fell 
James Searle 

2 June, 1779. Samuel Huntington 

William Fleming 

16 August, 1779. Samuel] Holten, in place of S. Adams 
James Forbes, in place of John Henry 
Joseph Hewes, in place of Penn 

18 August, 1779. John Mathews, in place of Drayton 

28 September, 1779. Woodbury Langdon, in place of Whipple 
Jesse Root, in place of Huntington 
James Mercer, in place of Fleming 


Medical 


12 January, 1779. Thomas Burke 
Thomas Adams 
3 September, 1779. Nathaniel Peabody 
Frederick A. Muhlenberg 


Post Office 


4 January, 1779. William Paca 
Wiham Ellery 
Henry Laurens 
7 October, 1779. Cyrus Griffin 
Samuel Holten 
William Churchill Houston 
23 October, 1779. John Dickinson 
Roger Sherman 
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South Carolina and Georgia [Southern Department] 


8 July, 


23 September, 


10 November, 
9 December, 


14 January, 
24 February, 

1 March, 
27 August, 

6 September, 
30 September, 
21 October, 

9 November, 


13 December, 


8 April, 


26 September, 
23 November, 


ig. 


1779. 


779: 
igo: 


1779. 
id. 
rie) 
WES: 
ea), 
1779. 
A: 
Ferg 


ao: 


1779. 


1779. 
1779. 


Henry Laurens 

Henry Marchant 

Samuel Holten 

Cornelius Harnett 

William Fitzhugh 

John Mathews, in place of Laurens 
Thomas Burke, in place of Marchant 


Treasury 


William Carmichael 

Frederick Frelinghuysen. 

Cyrus Griffin 

Joseph Hewes, in place of Duane 

Henry Marchant, in place of Griffin 
Roger Sherman, in place of Carmichael 
Samuel John Atlee, in place of Armstrong 
Wilham Churchill Houston 

William Sharpe 

William Floyd, in place of Sharpe 


War, Board of 


Joseph Spencer, in place of F. L. Lee 
Samuel John Atlee, in place of Root 
Jesse Root, in place of Spencer 

Robert R. Livingston, in placc of Atlee 











BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 


January 2. 
Recall of counterfeited Bills. 
237. Whereas these United States . . . . and Whereas counterfeits 
have appeared. F°. Broadside. 


A copy is in the John Carter Brown Library. It measures 31 x 21 ems. 


January 2. 
Description of Counterfeits. 

238. Description / of / Counterfeit Bills, / Which were done in 
Imitation of the {rue Ones ordered by the Honorable / the Conti- 
nental Congress, / Bearing Date 20th May, 1777, and 11th April, 1778. 

KF’. Broadside. 
A copy isin the Library of Congress, and measures 40 x 21 eins, It is signed in 
MS. by John Gibson, who added: ‘Permit no copy of these Descriptions to 


be taken, unless at the Request of the Execntive Authority of the State to be 
placed in confidential hands.”’ 


January g. 
Resolutions on Prisoners. 
239. In Congress, / January 9, 1779 / . . . ./ Philadelphia, 
Printed by John Dunlap. F°. Broadside. 


A copy is in the Washington Papers, Letters to Washington, 92, folio 32, and 
mneasures 324 x 183 ems. 


January 12. 
Circular Letter of Instructions. 
240. Treasury-Oflice, January 12, 1779. ky. Broadside. 
A letter to the Commissioners of the loan office on exchanging the connter- 
feited emissions of bills of eredit. 


January 12. 
Directions for retiring Currency. 
241. Instructions / from the / Board of Treasury / to the respec- 
tive Commissioners of the Continental / Loan-Offices. / Treasury- 
Office, January 12, 1779. F°. Broadside. 
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January 14. 
Address to the People on the Currency. 
242. In Congress January 13, 1779. / .... / Philadelphia, 
Printed by John Dunlap. Fo: a 

It contains four resolutions on withdrawing the bills of cred’t of the emissions 
of May 20, 1777, and April 11, 1778, in the following order: Resolutions of Jan- 
uary 13, January 2, January 5 and January 14, 1779. A copy is in the Library 
of Congress. It measures 41 x 25 ems. 

“‘The Committee on the Treasury who were directed to extract from the Jour- 
nals the several resolutions respecting finance, in order that they may be printed 
reported that they had executed that business, and are of the opinion that the 
circular letter and the resolutions of the 2d and 5th instant be printed on one 
sheet . . . [and] that one hundred copies . . . be struck off. 

‘*Resolved, That Congress agree to the report.”’ Journals. 


january 14. 
Resolutions on the Currency. 
243. In Congress. / October8,1778. / .... / Philadelphia. 
Printed by John Dunlap. F°, Broadside. 


Contains also the resolutions of November 19, 1778, and January 1 and 14, 
Lite 


Pepruary 23. 
Orders to Commissioners of Loan Offices. 
244. Treasury-Oflice, / February 23d., 1779. F°. Broadside. 


February. 
Observations on the Revolution. 

245. Observations / on the / American Revolution. / Published / 
according to a Resolution / of Congress, / by their Committee. / 
For the / Consideration of those who are desirous / of comparing / 
The Conduct of the opposed Parties, / and / The several Consequences 
which have / flowed from it. / Philadelphia: / Printed by Styner and 
Cist, in Second-Street. / MDCC LAXIX. 8°. pp. Gym 

See Journals, April 5, 1779. Advertised in the Pennsylvania Packet of Feb- 
ruary 27, 1779. 1n the advertisement in the issue of March 2 is the following: 


**8/§ In the above Treatise, page 98, line 3, the words ‘‘ of civil war’’ ought to be 
left out. The reader will please take notice thereof.’’ 


March 2. 


Resolutions on Arrearages. 
246. In Congress, / March 2, 1779. / . . . . / Printed by Hall and 
Sellers. 1779. F°. Broadside. 
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March 5. 
Resolutions on Soldiers’ Certificates. 
247. In Congress, March 5, 1779. /.... / Printed by Hall and 
Sellers. 1779. Fe. Broadside. 


March 6. 
Resolutions concerning Admiralty Decisions. 
248. In Congress, / March6,1779. /..../ Philadelphia: / Printed 
by David C. Claypoole, Printer to / the Honorable the Congress of the 


United States of America. Fy. Broadside. 
March 15. 
Dragoons and Artillery. 
249. In Congress, / March 15,1779. / . . . . / Printed by Halland 
Sellers. 4°, Broadside. 


A copy is in the Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 147, III, folio 348. 
It measures 26 x 20 cms. 


March 20. 
Recommendation of Fast. 
250. Proclamation. /.... / Philadelphia: Printed by Hall and 
Sellers. F°. Broadside. 


251. Stateof New Hampshire. / In Committee of Safety, April 10th, 
1779. { Ordered, / That the following Proclamation... / be... 
printed. Exeter; New Hampshire: Printed by Zachariah Fowle, 1779. 

FY, Broadside. 


A copy isin the Massachusetts Historical Society. {t measures 40 x 31 ems. 


March 23. 
Ordinance for Clothing Department. 
252. In Congress, / March 23,1779. / Ordinance for regulating the 
Clothing Department for / the Armies of the United States. / . a4 
Printed by Hall and Sellers. Fo, a I. 


253. ln Congress, / March 28, 1779. / Ordinance for regulating the 
Cloathing De- / partment for the Armies of the United SENS | ee 
Philadelphia: Printed by David C. Claypoole, Printer to the / Hocer 
able the Congress. ¥-, Broadside. 


A copy is in the Washington Papers, Letters to Washington, No. 98, folio 303. 
It measures 314 x 194 cme. 


1454 Journals of Congress 


March 23—Continued. 
254. In Congress, / March 23, 1779. / Ordinance for regulating the 
Clothing Department for the Armies of the United States. 
¥F°. Broadside. 
March 29. 
Steuben’s Regulations. 
255. Regulations / for the / Order and Discipline / of the / Troops 
/ of the / United States. / Part 1. / Philadelphia: / Printed by Styner 
and Cist, in Second-street. / M pccuxxrx. 
12°. pp. 154, [9], 8 plates. 

‘* The Engraving of the Plates and correcting the Press, will I am afraid detain 
me till the middle of April, and as before that time the season will permit the 
Troops to exercise, 1 think it would be necessary they should be exercised in 
detail on the Principles laid down. If your Excellency approves it, I will send 
Col. Fleury, who has assisted me in composing the Regulations, to receive your 
Orders on the Subject. He may carry with him a Copy of that part of the Reg- 
ulations which is necessary, and each Adjutant takea copy, that the Troops may 
begin to put them in practise.’’ Steuben to Washington, March 17, 1779. Wash- 
ington Papers. Letters to Washington, 30, folio 404. 

“In my last I had the honor of informing your Excellency that the Regula- 
tions would be printed by the middle of April, till which I proposed staying 
nere in order to hurry the work as much as possible. I did not then foresee a 
thousand little things that retard the progress of the work and which now con- 
vince me it will be the lastof April before it can be finished. I have therefore 
prevailed on Col° Pickering to take charge of correcting the sheets as they are 
printed, and intend by the 15th next month to have the honor of receiving your 
Excellency’s orders forthe Execution of the new system.’’ Steubento Washington, 
March 31, 1779. Washington Papers, Letters to Washington, 31, folio 144. 


256. Regulations for the Order and Discipline of the Troops of the 
United States. Part 1. Hartford: Hudson and Goodwin. [1779] 
Sm. 8°. pp. 138, (6), plates. 


257. Forthe / Use of the Militia / of Pennsylvania. / An/ Abstract / 
Of a System of / Military Discipline: / Framed by / The Hon. the 
Baron Steuben, / Major General and Inspector General of the / Armies 
of these United States. / Approved by / His Excellency General 
Washington. / Confirmed by / The Hon. the Congress. / Philadelphia:/ 
Printed by Francis Bailey, in Market-Street./ M. DCC. LX XIX. 

Sm. 8°. pp. 35: 


258. Regulations / forthe / Order and Discipline / of the / Troops 
' of the / United States. / Part 1. / Hartford: / Printed and sold by 
Nathaniel Patten. / [1780] 8°. pp. 107 (1), 8, plates. 
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March 29—Continued. 

259. Regulations / for the / Order and Discipline / of the / Troops / 
of the / United States. / Part 1. / Hartford: / Printed by Hudson & 
Goodwin. [1782.] 12°. pp. 89, (6), 8 plates. 


260. Regulations / for the / Order and Diseipline / of the / Troops/ 
of the / United States. / Part 1. / Philadelphia: / Printed by Charles 
Cist, at the corner of / Fourth and Areh-streets. M, DCC, LAXXYV. 

So DD. (oe: 


261. Regeln / fiir die / Ordnung und Disceiplin / der / Truppen/ der/ 
Vereinigten Stauten. / Erster Theil. / Aus dem Englischen tber- 
setzt. / Philadelphia: / Gedruekt bey Curl Cist, No. 104, in der / 
Zweyten-strasse, / nah bey der Rehs-strasse, 1793. 

8°. pp. 54, (4) 8 plates. 
A copy is in the Library of Congress. 
Editions were printed in nearly all the States in 1793 and 1794 to meet the 
requirements of the Militia act of May 8, 1792. 


April. 
Washington’s Proclamation on Deserters. 
262. [Proclamation. ] 


The Proclamation is dated at Head Quarters, Middle Brook, March 10, 1779. 
It was printed in the Pennsylvania Packet, March 20, 1779. 

‘* We have been informed that from the Want of extensive Circulation of the 
News Papers your Excellency’s Proclamation in Favour of Deserters has not 
had the Effect it would have had were it more known to the Persons who are 
the Objects of it. We have had it strnck off in Iland Bills and dispersed as far 
as the Time would admit.’’ Board of War to Washington, April 13, 1779. 
Washington Papers, Letters to Washington, 31, folio 280. 


April 5. 
Directions for Transmitting Currency. 
263. Treasury-Office. April 5th, 1779. F°, Broadside. 
April 12. 


Lottery Scheme. 

264. United States Lottery. / The Scheme is, / That this Lottery 
consists of Four Classes, of One Hundred Thousand Tickets each. 
f..../ Philadelphia: Printed by John Dunlap, in Market-Strect. 

F°, Broadside. 


A resolution of Congress of April 15, 1779, is contained in this broadside. A 
copy is in the Library of Congress, measuring 43 x 26 cme. 
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April 14. 
Visiting the Enemy’s Lines. 
265. InCongress, / April 14,1779. / . . . . Philadelphia: Printed 
by Hall and Sellers. F°, Broadside. 


A copy is in the Washington Papers, Letters to Washington, 93, folio 100. It 
measures 24 x 18 cms. 


April 22. 
Treasury Reports. 
266. Reports / of the / Board of Treasury / relative to Finance. 
Fo. Sik 
See Journals, April 22, 1779. 
A copy is in the Library Company of Philadelphia. 
It contains seven reports, of which only No. Il is dated, March 31, 1779 
(adopted May 28, 1779). No. III was also adopted on May 28, No. 1V, on May 
2), and No. [, on July 30. 


May 10. 
Report on Exchange of Prisoners. 

267. Report / of { Commissioners / for / Settling a Cartel / for the / 
Exchange of Prisoners. / Philadelphia: / Printed by David C. Clay- 
poole / Printer to the Honorable the Congress of / the United States 
of America. | MDCCLXXIX. 8°. pp. 20. 

‘‘Two dozen Copies of the Report of our Commissioners for Settling a Cartel 
are herewith sent. It is the wish of Congress that they may be conveyed to our 


Prisoners with the Enemy.’’ Jay to Washington, June 4, 1779. Washington 
Papers, Letters to Washington, 95, folio 192. 


May 22. 
Supernumerary Officers. 
268. In Congress, / May 22,1779. / . . . .  Philadelvhia: 
Printed by David C. Claypoole, Printer to / the Honorable the Con- 
gress of the United States of America. F°. Broadside. 


It also contains the resolutions of Novemher 24, [778. A copy is in the Wash- 
ington Papers; Jetters to Washington, 93, folio 167. It measures 29 x 18} cms. 


May 26. 
Address to the States. 
269. To the / Inhabitants / of the / United States of Ainerica. / 
Philadelphia: Printed by David C. Claypoole, Printer to the / Hon- 
orable the Congress of the United States of America. f°. “e 


It was printed in large type and double column, in the inside pages of the 
Pennaylvania Packet, May 29, 1779. 
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May 26—Continued. 

270. State of Massachusetts-Bay. In Council, June 11,1779. Re- 
solved, That the following Address be printed in Hand-Bills and sent 
to the several Ministers of the Gospel Ke. F°. Broadside. 

A copy is in the Library of Congress. It measures 49 x 374 cms. 


271. To the / Inhabitants / of the / United States of America. / 
(Hartford, 1779. ] ¥°, Broadside. 
With the order of Jonathan Trumbull. 


272. Circular Letter from Congress to sustain the credit of the 
United States. Poughkeepsie, 1779. 
From an auction catalogue. 
July 23. 
Report on Departments. 
273. Report of the committee for regulating Departments, &e. 
Fo. pp. 4. 
‘* Ordered, That sixty copies be printed for the use of the members.” Journals. 


A copy is in the Library of Congress, in the Papers of the Continental Con- 
gress, No. 39, II, folio 62. It measures 30 x 183 cms. 


July 30. 
Treasury Ordinance, 
274. In Congress, July 30, 1779. / Ordinance for establishing a 
Board of Treasury, and the proper / Officers for managing the 
Finances of these United States. F°. Broadside. 


August 25. 
Prices of Soldiers’ Clothing. 
275. An Estimate of the Average Price in December / 1778, of the 
different Articles of Cloathing. ... F°. Broadside. 


Signed James Wilkinson, and dated as above. A copy is in the Washington 
Papers, Letters to Washington, 93, folio 338. It measures 30 x 18 cms. 


September 13. 
Circular Letter to People. 

276. A / Cirenlar Letter / from the / Congress / of the / United 
States of America / to their / Constituents. / Philadelphia: / Printed 
by David C. Claypoole, / Printer to the Honorable the Congress. 

82. ppaz. 
See Journals, August 10 and September 13, 1779. 
An Edition in German was printed by Styner and Cist. 


51828—voL x111—08——92 
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September 13—Continued. 

277. A / Circular Letter / from the / Congress / of the / United 
States of America / to their / Constituents. / Philadelphia: Printed 
September, 1779. / Boston: Re-printed by Order of the / General 
Assembly of the State of Massachusetts Bay. §°. [pees 


278. A / Circular Letter / from the / Congress / of the / United 
States of America / to their / Constituents. / Philadelphia, Printed: / 
New London: Re-printed by T. Green. 12°. ppm 


October 20. 
Thanksgiving Proclamation. 
279. Proclamation / State of Massachusetts-Bay. / Council-chamber 
in Boston, Novembei 3, 1779. / F°, Broadside. 
A copy is in the Massachusetts Historical Society. 


280. Proclamation .... Hartford: Printed by Hudson and 
Goodwin. F°, Broadside. 


A copy is in the Massachusetts Historical Society. It measures 42 x 33 cms. 


October 29. 
Courts of Appeals. 
281. [Report of a Committee appointed to prepare a plan for the 
establishment of courts of appeals for determining captures on water. | 
See Journals, October 29, 1779. 


November 25. 
Resolutions for Supplies. 
282. In Congress, / November 25th, 1779. / . . . . / Philadelphia: 
Printed by David C. Claypoole, Printer to the Honorable the Congress. 
F°. Broadside. 


December 3. 
Table of Loan Office Certificates. 

283. Table / of the Sums actually in circulation / between the Ist 
of September and the / 30th of November, 1779, inclusive, / and of 
the Sums that will be in circu- / lation from thence to the 28th of 
Fe- / bruary, 1780, to serve as a rule to / the Commissaries of the 
several Loan- / Offices of the United States in the / payment of 
interest due, / and that will become due, on Loan-Office Certifi- / 
cates. / . . .. / Philadelphia: Printed by David C. Claypoole. 


8°. pp, & 
Signed R. Troup. 
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December 3—Continued. 
Prize Numbers in Lottery. 
284. A/ List / of the / Fortunate Numbers / in the / Second Class | 
of the / United States Lottery. / Philadelphia: / Printed by John 
Dunlap, in Market-street. / MDCCLAXLIX. Soe pp. 


Table of Interest. 

285. A / Table / of the / First Years Interest / To be paid on the 
Monies which have / been placed in the several Continental / Loan 
Offices, between the Ist of June / and 1st of December 1778, calcu- 
lated / for each day on which the Money may / have been deposited 
in pursuance of a Re- / solution of the Congress of the 29th of / June 
1779. S25 ppt 

Signed R. Troup. 


Journals, January. 

286. Journals / of / Congress / from Friday, January 1st, / to / 
Monday, February 1st, 1779. / Philadelphia: / Printed by David C. 
Claypoole, Printer to/ the Congress of the United States of America. / 
MDCCLXXIX. > spp ele. 

See Journals, March 31, 1779. 

Complete sets of this monthly and weekly issue are in the New York Public 
Library (Ford Collection) and the Pennsylvania Historical Society. The 
Library ef Congress has all but the issue for January, 1779. 


Journals. February. 

287. Journals / of / Congress, / from / Monday, February Ist, / 
to/ Monday, March 1st, 1779. / Philadelphia: / Printed by David C. 
Claypoole, / Printer to the Honorable the Congress of / the United 
States of America. chy Bon eee 


Journals. March. 

288. Journals / of / Congress, / from / Monday, March Ist, / to / 
Tuesday, March 30, 1799, inclusive. / Philadelphia: / Printed by David 
C. Claypoole, / Printer to the Honorable the Congress of the United 
States of America. $2. spp. Jo: 


Journals. Weekly Issues. 

289. Journals / of / Congress, / from / Wednesday, March thirty- 
first, / to / Saturday, April tenth, 1779, / inclusive. / Philadelphia: 
/ Printed by David C. Claypoole, / Printer to the hon. the Congress 
of / the United States of America. 8°. pp. 24. 


The first of the weekly parts. The titles of the following successive issues 
vary from this only as noted. 
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December 3—Continued. 
290. * / Monday, April 12th, / to / Saturday, April 17th, 1779, / 


inclusive. / 8°. Ppa 
291. * / Monday, April 19th, / to / Saturday, April 24th, 1779, / 
inclusive. / 8°. pp. 24. 

292. * / Saturday, April 24th, / to / Monday, May 3d, 1779. / 
8°. ppaeies 

293. * / Saturday, May ist, / to / Monday, May 10th, 1779. / 
8°, piel 
4. * / Monday, May 10th, / to / Saturday, May 15th, 1779, / 
cen / 8°. Ppa 
5. * | Monday, May 17th, / to / Saturday, May 22d, 1779, / 
snelualie. 8°. pp. —- 
296. * / Monday, May 24th, / to / Saturday, May 7. 1779, / 
inclusive. / pp. 20. 


297. * / Monday, May 31st, / to / Saturday, June Sth, 1779, / 
inclusive. / 8°. pp. 15: 


298. * / Monday, June 7th, / to / Saturday, June 12th, 1779, / 
inclusive. / 8°. ppaie 
299. * / Monday, June 14th, / to / Saturday, June 19th, 1779, / 
inclusive. / 8°. pp. 10. 
300. */ Monday, June 2ist, / to/ Saturday, June 26th, 1779, / in- 
clusive. / S°. ppabae 


301. */ Monday, June 28th,/ to / Saturday, July 3d, 1779,/ in- 
clusive. / 8°, pp. 15. 


302. * / Monday, July 5th, / to / Saturday, July 12th, 1779, / in- 
clusive. / 8°. ppage 


303. * / Monday, July 12th, / to / Saturday, July 17th, 1779, / in- 
clusive. / 8°. ppe ig: 


304. * / Monday, July 19th, / to/ Saturday, July 24th, 1779, / in- 
clusive. / 8°. pp. 14. 
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December 3—Continued. 
305. * / Monday, July 26th, / to / Saturday, July 31st, 1779, / in- 
elusive. / §°. pp. 16. 
With this issue the imprint was changed to ‘‘ Philadelphia: / Printed by 
David C. Claypoole, / Printer to the Honorable Congress,’’ and so remained for 
the rest of the series. 


306. * / Monday, August 2d,/ to / Saturday, August 7th, 1779, / 


inclusive. / So Coos 
307. */ Monday, August 9th, / to/ Saturday, August 14th, 1779, / 
inclusive. / Ss pp. 10: 
308. */ Monday, August 16th, / to / Saturday, August 21st, 1779, | 
inclusive. / Se piale 
309. * / Monday, August 23d, / to/ Saturday, August 28th, 1779, / 
inclusive. / So. “Ppa 
310. */ Monday, August 30th, / to / Saturday, September 4th, 
1779, / inclusive. / S22 ippate. 
311. * / Monday, September 6th, / to / Saturday, September 11th, 
1779, / inclusive. / 8°, pp. 10. 
312, * / Monday, September 13th, / to / Saturday, September 1Sth, 
1779, / inclusive. / 8°, pp. 22. 
313. * / Monday, September 20th / to/ Saturday, September 25th, 
1779, / inclusive. / Soo pps 2: 
314. * / Sunday, September 26th, / to/ Saturday, October 2d, 1799, 
[ inclusive. / 52) ape 
315. * | Monday, / October 4th, / to/ Saturday, October 9th, 1779, 
/ inclusive. / 5°.) “pparlie 
316. * / Monday, October 11th, / to / Saturday, October 16th, 1779, 
/ inclusive. / 8°. pp. 8. 


317. * / Monday, October 18th, / to / Saturday, October 23d, 1779, 
/ inclusive. / S. ppeles 


318. * / Monday, October 25th, / to / Saturday, October 30th, 1779, 
/ inclusive. / 8°. pp. 13. 
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December 3—Continucd. 
319. * | Monday, November Ist, / to / Saturday, November 6th, 
1779, / inclusive. | 8°. ppm 


320. * { Monday, November 8th, / to / Saturday, November 12th, 
1779, / inclusive. | 8°, pelea 


321. * | Monday, November 15th, / to / Saturday, November 20th, 
1779, / inclusive. | S°. ppaial 


322. * | Monday, November 22d, / to / Saturday, November 27th, 
1779, / inclusive. / 8°, Ppa 


323. * / Monday, November 29th, / to / Saturday, December 4th, 
1779, / inclusive. / 8°. pple. 


324. * | Monday, December 6th, / to / Saturday, December 11th, 
1799, / inclusive. / 8°. pp. 10. 


325. * | Monday, December 13th, / to / Saturday, December 18th, 
1779, / inclusive. / 8°. pp 


326. * / Monday, December 20th, / to / Friday, December 21st, 
1779, / inclusive. / §°. pp. 16. 


327. Journals / of / Congress. / Containing / the / Proceedings | 
from January 1, 1779, to January 1, 1780. / Published by Order 
of Congress. / Volume V. / Philadelphia: / Printed by David C. 
Claypoole. / M, DCC, LX XNII. 8°. pp. 464, (15), Ixxiv. 


In the first issue of this volume pages 25 and 28, and 29 and 32, backed each 
other and were duplicated. There were no pages 26, 27, 30 and 31. These 
errors are corrected in most copies. The Appendix is an account of the “ Ex- 
penditures for the year 1779.”’ 

On June 19, 1779, the Board of War sent to General Washington three sets of 
printed Journals, volumes 1-3; the resolves from Jannary to December, 1777, in 
sheets, and three sets ‘‘loose for Mar. and April, 1779, being all that are printed.” 


At the end of October the Commissioners of Accounts laid before Congress the 

following report: 
CHAMBER OF ACCOUNTS, 
Philadelphia, October 30, 1779. 

The Commissioners report, 

That they have examined the account of David C. Claypoole, and from the 
best information they have been able to procure from other Printers, as to the 
different prices charged for Printing done by him; they find that he has over- 
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charged in almost every article, but still they are at a loss how to settle the 
account, and can only give it as their opinion, that the Public would get their 
Printing Business done better and at a much cheaper rate, should the Honorable 
Congress authorise the Committee appointed to superintend the Press, or any 
other Person or Persons, to receive written proposals from the different Printers 
every three Months, or any other limited time: and the preference given to the 
most reasonable. In the meantime they beg leave to recommend that there 
should be advanced to David C. Claypoole, Twelve thonsand Dollars on account, 
until said proposals shall he given in, from which the Commissioners expect they 
will be enabled to do justice to the Public and the Claimant. 

They have likewise examined the acconnt of Styner & Cist for printing a Cir- 
cuJar Letter in German, and finding their charge extravagant beg Jeave to recom- 
mend that two hundred Dollars should be advanced to them on account until 
some method be fixed on to enable the Commissioners to settle such accounts 
with certainty. 


Wa. GoveETt, 
JoHN D. Mercier. 


INDEX 


Absentee officers, 1351. 

Aceounts, chambers of, 907; foreign 
agents, 1114, 1126; commissioners, 435, 
445n, 518, 631, 697, 1206, 1252, 1300; 
army, 664; with States, 1416. 

Active, sloop, 86, 136, 281, 393, 424, 435, 
472, 507, 527, 1028, 1122, 1166, 1194. 
Adams, Andrew, a delegate from Connecti- 

cut. Resigns, 378. 

Adams, Danie] S. J., 919. 

Adams, John, charges against, 368, 484; 
for peace treaty, 1107, 1118, 1141; to 
Spain, 1110; journey to Europe, 1133, 
1137, 1183; to Holland, 1186; accounts, 
1212, 13883. Letters, 10, 245, 251, 272, 
296, 567, 581, 981, 1009, 1122, 1138, 
1231, 1297. Mentioned, 363, 456, 966n. 

Adams, John, 515. 

Adams, Deter, lieutenant-colonel, 1384. 

Adams, Samuel, a delegate from Massachu- 
setts. Credentials, 17; money, 421, 734; 
leave of absence, 708. Committees: 
Flour, 52; departments, 114; eompen- 
sation for supplies, 119; A. Lee, 195; 
Pennsylvania, 390; open doors, 489; 
French prineess, 543; Steiner & Cist, 
550; address to States, 562; Southwick- 
Sullivan, 685; consuls, 696; marine, 
972; post offiee, 1149. Votes, 18, 23, 
53, 54, 76, 77, 101, 160, 161, 189, 208, 
Eo et6, 218, 219, 250, 262, 285, 297, 
B08, o20, 500, 361, 372, 375, 377, 380, 
381, 352, 383, 389, 394n, 398, 399, 400, 
401, 405, 410, 415, 416, 423, 424, 441, 
448, 449, 451, 458, 461, 462, 470, 475, 
476, 477, 479, 480, 481, 482, 483, 484, 
485, 486, 487, 489, 491, 499, 500, 502, 
504, 505, 506, 507, 517, 521, 522, 528, 
529, 530, 531, 538, 542, 545, 546, 547, 
551, 552, 655, 565, 572, 587, 589, 590, 
591, 593, 594, 615, 616, 625, 633, 634, 


637, 639, 642, 647, 668, 672, 680, 681, 
682, 684, 693, 700, 701-707, 711, 712, 
713, 714, 718, 730. Mentioned, 25n, 
74n, 101n, 177, 322, 323, 360, 405, 409, 
415, 447, 449, 451, 452, 457, 461, 462, 
466n, 471, 473, 485, 488, 498, 526, 528, 
Su4, 538, 589, 627, 646, 688, 696, 704, 
700% 712. 

Adams, Thomas, a delegate from Virginia. 
Attends, 31; resigns, 862. Committees: 
Medical, 51; Morris, 86; Stewart, 192; 
Trumbull’s letter, 297; salt, 319. Votes, 
0,47; 00, D4, 16) 17, 102, 132) 130 42 
161, 162, 189, 208, 237, 246, 248, 249, 250, 
254, 255, 258, 262, 285, 286, 298, 309, 314, 
315, 323, G00, 097, 047, G00, 301, 352, 36, 
362, 370, 371, 373, 375, 377, 379, 380, 381, 
382, 383, 390, 394n, 398, 399,400,401, 405, 
410, 415, 417, 418, 424, 448, 450, 452, 458, 
461, 462, 463, 475, 477, 478, 479, 480, 482, 
483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 489, 491, 499, 500, 
502, 504, 505, 506, 508,516, 517, 621, 522, 
528, 529, 531, 532. 

Adams, William, 554. 

Address to States, 59, 562, 626, 643, 649, 
1019, 1155, 1158, 1452, 1456. 

Adjutant-general, 600, 758. 

Admiralty, Board of, 1217, 1261, 1269, 
1271, 1277; commissioners, 1318, 1330, 
1339, 1844, 1860; money, 143]. 

Agents, commercial, 1077. 

Aid de camp, brigadiers, 198; allowance, 
978; memorial, 1400. 

Aikin, John, 745. 

Aitken, Robert, 179, 295. 

Albouy, Leonard, 501, 545, 555, 579, 595, 
G08. 

Algiers, regeney of, 223. 

Allain, bi: 

Allan, John, 688, 756, 855, 916, 941, 1188. 

Allen, Ethan, 741, 794, 823. 





1465 


1466 


Allin, John Baptist, captain, 527, 584. 

Allison, Robert, 842. 

Amelie, 690. 

Amendments, procedure on, 389. 

Americans, distressed, 1180. 

Amphitrite, 33, 54, 690. 
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Andrews, Aaron, 419. 

Annemours, Sieur d’, 899. 

Annuities, 497, 520, 1289. 

Appeals, committee on, members, 297, 
896, 953, 1004, 1171, 1860; powers, 97, 
134, 183, 253, 270, 281, 508; Massachu- 
setts on, 941; courts of, 626, 1002, 1220, 
1271, 1849, 1356, 1860, 1458; State laws, 
1413. 

Appleton, Nathaniel, 73, 210, 286, 686, 
821, 824, 1260, 1310. 

Appropriations of Treasury, 185. 
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Archer John, 890, 1102. 
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Argo, 900, 1008. 
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143, 144, 148, 179, 180, 191, 192, 745, 753. 

Armistead, William, 862, 1140, 1392. 

Armitage, Benjamin, 474, 782, 1275. 

Armor, Thomas, 679. 

Arms, factory of, 17, 304, 426; from d’ 
Estaing, 149; for Virginia, 623; lost, 
1345. 

Armstrong, John, a delegate from Penn- 
sylvania. Credentials, 1263; attends, 
253; leave of absence, 1162. Commit- 
ices: Reed’s letter, 303; Greene’s letter, 
306; Southern States, 536; South Caro- 
lina and Georgia, 436; quartermaster, 
490; Connolly, 514; French princess; 
543; Knobelauch, 544; Indian, 545; 
Southwick-Sullivan, 685; Clinton’s let- 
ter, 721; Washington, 740; Jefferson’s 
letter, 778; Washington’s letter, 822; 
Stony Point, 887; Mary and Elizabeth, 
898; King’s birthday, 988; western ex- 
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pedition, 989; Sullivan’s orders, 1010, 
1164; Washington-Simms, 1015; Steu- 
ben, 1035, 1196; Indians, 1155. Votes, 
254, 258, 262, 285, 297, 309, 314, 315, 
323, 333, 334, 347, 350, 351, 352,361) 
362, 369, 370, 373, 375, 377, 379 ou 
381, 382, 383, 390, 394n, 398, 399, 400, 
401, 105, 410, 415, 416, 418, 428, 424, 
442, 448, 449, 451, 458, 461, 462, 463, 
475, 477, 479, 480, 482, 483, 484, 485, 
486, 487, 489, 491, 499, 500, 502, 504, 
505, 506, 508, 516, 517, 521, 522, 528, 
529, 530, 532, 538, 542, 545, 547, 552, 
506, 559, 566, 572, 587, 590, 591, 593, 
611, 615, 616, 625, 633, 634, 637, 639, 
641, 642, 643, 647, 648, 668, 672, 675, 
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752, 761, 765, 772, 797, 793, SOOM 
860, 863, 864, S65, 866, 871, S84, 585, 
886, $97, 902, 909, 910, 911, 923, 925, 
926, 929, 930, 949, 967, 975, 976, 977, 
987, 994, 995, 996, 998, 1007, 1011, 1012, 
1014, 1016, 1029, 10380, 1037, 1074, 1081, 
1082, 1088, 1090, 1101, 1106, 1107, 1110, 
1113, 1132, 1143, 1144, 1145, 1148, 1169. 
Mentioned, 447, 530, 532, 576, 616, 646, 
701, 707, 739n, 757, 902, 987, 1028, 1037, 
1075, 1115, 1165. 

Armstrong, 1106; 

Army, Continental, arrangement, 143; 
recruiting, 293, 298, 757, 789, 1358, 1376, 
1393; battalions, 298, 740, 780, 789; 
necessaries, 430, 1421, 1424; further 
provision, 721, 826; bread for, 1130; 
needs for one year, 1343, 1371, 1377, 1391. 

Arndt, John, 685. 

Arnold, Benedict, major-general, trial, 
184, 324, 414, 416, 842; war board, 1027; 
accounts, 1181, 1866. Letters, 184, 1S8, 
328, 324, 337, 378, 379, 415) 457 eee 
513, 1126, 1134, 1147, 1149, 1193.  Men- 
tioned, 131, 206, 263, 326n, 360, 391, 
454n, 530, 575, 576. 
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Arrearages of clothing, 266, 1452. 

Artificers, 602, 1091, 1216, 1261, 1276, 1398. 
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Ashe, John, 209, 210, 1244. 
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Atlee, Samuel John, a delegate from Penn- 
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fees: Connecticut officers, 10; Crossing, 
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427; Board of War, 430, 1300; Thomp- 
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Paulus Hook, 1003; quotas, 1149; Mor- 
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ter, 1207. War Board, 600, 933, 1028, 
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246, 248, 249, 250, 254, 258, 262, 285, 
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461, 462, 463, 475, 477, 479, 480, 482, 
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500, 502, 504, 505, 506, 508, 516, 517, 
521, 522, 528, 529, 530, 532, 538, 542, 
547, 590, 591, 595, 609, 610, 611, 615, 
616, 625, 633, 634, 639, 641, 642, 643, 
647, G48, 672, 675, 681, 683, 813, 923, 
age, 928, 930, 939, 949, 957, 975, 
976, 977, 994, 995, 996, 998, 999, 1000, 
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Beale, , captain, 698. 
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colonel, 1324. 
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demption, 60, 158, 299, 782; emissions, 
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1013, 1019, 1036, 1049; support of, 614, 
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439, 458, 579, 912, 942, 1002, 1021, 1036, 
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Bowen, Oliver, 1193, 1215, 1277. 
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Carolina. Credentials, 1361; attends, 
1360; on Pennsylvania council, 417; 
money, 514, 943, 1400. Committees: 
Ward, 10; quota of taxes, 295; medical, 
51; Gambier, 51; Schuyler, 63; toreign 
affairs, 94; appeals, 97; Reed’s letter, 
115; A. Lee, 195; Barbary States, 245; 
Temple, 260; Pennsylvania appeals, 
286; Reed’s letter, 303; Moultrie’s let- 
ter, 307; Sonthern States, 336; South 
Carolina and Georgia, £36; Arnold, 511; 
Bee, 512; Knobelanch, 544; Indian, 
545; address to States, 562; Spanish 
ships, 617; commissions on purchases, 
662; Segond, 708; finance, 709; Greene’s 
letter, 787; provision for officers, 952; 
Virginia troops, 1565; southern depart- 
ment, 1865; Arnold, 1866; Greene, 
1389; provisions, 1391; necessaries for 
army, 1421; Holy Martyrs, 1424. Votes, 
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139, 142, 161, 162, 189, 208, 237, 246, 248, 
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601. 
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1026, 1125, 1177, 1808, 1874, 1379, 1385, 
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1237, 1255. 
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Clingan, William, a delegate from Penn. 
sylvania. Votes, 101, 131, 189, 142, 161, 
189, 208, 237, 246, 248, 249, 250, 254, 
258, 262. Mentioned: 269. 

Clinton, George, governor, 124, 190, 192, 
961, 309, 478, 667, 721, 741, 793, 912, 
944, 992, 1048, 1153, 1255, 1272. 

Clinton, Sir Henry, 122, 679, 996. 

Clinton, James, brigadier-general, 1161, 
1181. 

Cloth, seized, 1157. 

Clothier general, allowance, 404, 422; 
regimental, 356, 404; relations with 
hide department, 870; advertised, 423. 
Mentioned, 354, 404, 586, 757, 765, 815, 
819, 836, 853, 883, 1275. 

Clothing, for North Carolina, 15, 1091; 
arrearages, 266, 970; purchases of, 273, 
460, 810, 1017, 1038, 1077, 1298, 1381; 
conference report, 348, 353, 358, 804, 
1453; high prices, 358; for Virginia, 
560, 1125; state, 1044; medical staff, 
1214, 1313; defined, 1304; prices of 
soldiers’, 1457. 

Clough, Gibson, 195. 

Cluggage, Robert, major, 256. 

Cluggage, Thomas, captain, 156. 

Clymer, George, 157, 1391. 

Coats, William, 631. 

Codman, John, 788, 793, 838. 

Coit, Joshua, 238, 275, 342n, 443, 474, 
774, 943. 

Colbert, Joseph, 1194. 

Colladay, William, 667. 

Collier, Sir George, 851, 968. 

Collins, John, a delegate from Khode 
Island. Credentials, 725; leave of ab- 
gence, 1137; neglect of State, 539; 
money, 920, 1092, 1139; for admiralty, 
1271. Committees: Quota of taxes, 25; 
La Fayette, 149; Rogers, 472; marine, 
708. Votes, 23, 27, 35, 47, 76, 77, 101, 
131, 138, 142, 160, 189, 237, 246, 250, 254, 
258, 285, 314, 328, 333, 334, 347, 349, 350, 
351, 369, 370, 372, 375, 377, 379, 380, 381, 
382, 383, 389, 394n, 398, 399, 410, 415, 416, 
418, 441, 448, 449, 451, 458, 461, 462, 470, 
475, 476, 477, 479, 480, 481, 482, 483, 484, 
485, 486, 487, 489. 491, 499, 500, 502, 504, 
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505, 506, 507, 521, 622, 528, 529, 530, 531, 
538, 542, 545, 546, 547, 551, 552, 555, 558, 
565, 572, 587, 593, 609, 610, 611, 615, 616, 
625, 633, 634, 637, 642, 647, 668, 672, 680, 
681, 682, 684, 693, 702-706, 711, 712, 713, 
714, 718, 730, 743, 748, 750, 751, 752, 760, 
764, 772, 791-794, 800, 813, 818, 850, 852, 
853, 860, 863, 864, 865, 871, 8S3, 884, 885, 
888, 889, 897, 902, 905, 910, 911, 923, 925, 
926, 938, 949, 957, 962, 966, 975, 976, 977, 
1012, 1013, 1014, 1916, 1029, 1030, 1037, 
1064, 1081, 1082, 1087, 1090, 1101, 1106, 
1107, 1109, 1112, 1142. Afentioned, 546, 
1140. 

Collins, Thomas, 187. 

Collins, Thomas W., 1275. 

Colombe, P., captain, 781, 896, 924, 936, 
P02: 

Colonel, as brigadier, 473. 

Colt, Peter, 968, 1402. 

Comegys, Cornelius, 238, 275, 342n, 437, 
583n, 585, 670, 774, 1026. 

Commerce, Committee of, money, 72, 185, 
217, 255, 274, 287, 1433; criticised, 390; 
instructions, 508, 532, 699, 707, 1176; 
members, 1297. 

Commerce, exclusive privileges, 243. 

Commissaries, issuing, 321, 571. 

Commissary-general, confidence 
pressed, 695. 

Commissary of military stores, field, 202; 
traveling expenses, 439; salaries, 604. 
Commissary of Purchases, frauds, 822; 
deputy, 990; regulated, 1312, 1370, 1421, 
1423, 1426; nomination, 1326; return 

of employed, 1334; election, 1348. 

Commissioners to Europe, committee 
upon, 93, 715; instructions to, 114; ac- 
counts, 247; private letters, 380; al- 
lowance, 928. 

Commissions, military, 113, 217, 290, 721; 

brevet, 216. 

Commissions on purchases, committee, 
662, 1426. 

Committee of Whole, election of chair- 
man, 667. 

Committees, standing, 1445. 

Compensation to individnals, 394. 

Compty, de, 511, 583. 


e€X- 
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Comyn, Michael, 192. 

Conand, Joseph, 1161. 

Confederacy, frigate, 1137, 1183, 1204. 

Confederation, articles of, Maryland on, 
24, 619; Delaware, 150, 186, 236; en- 
grossing, 295; Virginia resolutions, 617; 
Counecuicut, 624; recognition of, 1058. 

Conference committee, 332, 449, 664, 889; 
proceedings, 7; report on Canada, 11; 
campaign, 92; wagoners, 320; clothing, 
348, 804; rations, 438, 444. 

Cc gress, place of sitting, 26n; evening 
session, 53; reading of reports, 134; 
newspapers for, 158; audiences to for- 
eign ministers, 180; resolutions and 
States, 207; Connecticut’s vote, 249, 
250; roll of members, 258; procedure, 
313, 314, 316, 389, 476, 523, 597, 637, 
696, 1230; Good Friday, 409; Burke 
incident, 417; open doors, 488, 1267; 
order of day, 490; order of business, 
520; Rhode Island delegates to, 539; 
Laurens’s letter, 588, 592, 610, 611; to 
serve in militia, 835; pay of officers, 
982; Laurens-Thomson, 1008; members 
and appointments, 1105, 1269, 1307; 
Presidents’ letters, 1249; assistant secre- 
tary, 1267, 1277; historiographer, 1318; 
removal from Philadelphia, 1339, 1344, 
President’s house, 1374. 

Conkling, Edward, 619, 699. 

Connecticut, memorial of officers, 10; 
money, 71, 629, 802, 1437; representa- 
tion hy one, 249, 250, 513; acts, 273; on 
confederation, 624; credentials, 1301; 
quota, 1416. 

Conner, Morgan, lieutenant-colonel, 1340. 

Connolly, John, 425, 514, 623, 825, 990, 
1170, 1231. 

Conquerant, sloop, 150. 

Consuls, French, Boston, 97, 391; powers 
of, 696, 760, 1002; protection of, 913. 

Contraband, 227, 232, 752. 

Convention, troops of, accommodations, 
216; accounts, 699, 996; deserters, 862; 
supplies, 1010, 1185; visit New York, 
1028, 1114; safety, 1126, 1366. 

Conway, Thomas, brigadier-general, 627. 

Conyngham, Ann, 844. 
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Conyngham, David H., 782. 

Conyngham, Gustavus, captain, 25, 236, 
676, 844, 849, 895, 1373. 

Corbin, Margaret, 805. 

Cordell, John, 126. 

Coren, captain, 867. 

Cornet of horse, 1026. 

Corning, David, 1341. 

Corning, Ebenezer, 1341. 

Cornthwait, John, 82, 169. 

Corps, unattached, 316. 

Cortilow, Felix, 312. 

Conloux, Penet and, 16, 134. 

Count d’ Estaing, schooner, 195. 

Counterfeits, regulations, 11, 1451; issues 
recalled, 21; prevention, 64, 1368. 

Courter, Harman, 1422. 

Courts-martial, witnesses, 1277, 1409; 
challenging, 1375. 

Cowperthwaite, Joseph, 1015. 

Cox, John, 744, 779, 804, 807, 809, 815, 
930, 981. 

Cox, Paul, 238. 

Crane, John, colonel, 845. 

Crawford, Samuel, 306. 

Crenis, Chevalier de, 44. 

Cropper, Jolin, lieutenant-colonel, 968. 

Crossing, William, 24. 

Crump, Abner, captain, 1100. 

Culbertson, Samuel, 192, 319. 

Cumberland county, 1036, 1078, 1090, 
1094. 

Cunningham, Joseph, captain, 838, 857. 

Curson, Richard, 178. 

Curson, Samuel, 74, 100, 140. 

Custis, Edmund, 488, 1021. 

Dally, Gifford, 96, 295, 984. 

Damages, allowances for, 194. 

Dana, Francis, a delegate from Massaehu- 
setts. Credentials, 17; secretary, 1115, 
1128, 1172, 1183. Afentioned, 1297. 

Danbury, Conn., 64. 

Dartmouth, Earl of, 511. 

Dashicl, Benjamin, captain, 81, 159, 164. 

Dashiell, Joseph, 919. 

Davidson, William Lee, leutenant- 
colonel, 126, 157, 177n. 

Davics, John, colonel, 256. 

Davies, William, colonel, 566, 939, 1252. 
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Davis, John, 150. 

Davis, Joseph, 419. 

Davis, Samuel, 299. 

Deane, James, 733, 753. 

Deane, Joseph, 151, 516, 549. 

Deane, Joseph, captain, 672. 

Deane, Silas, Paine upon, 30, 32; charges, 
365; not to leave, 712; excused, 929; 
allowance, 997. Letters, 25, 26, 93, 237, 
315, 391, 411, 473, 511, 513, 637, 638, 
695, 711, 979, 1021, 1031, 1199, 1319. 
Mentioned, 363, 456, 481, 646, 785, 848, 
929,.1 162: 

Deane, frigate, 458, 466, 899. 

Debts, recovery of, 1310. 

Decatur & Fordick, 1262. 

Defence, 805. 

Delap, Samuel, 189n. 

Delap, Samuel and J. H., 365. 

Delaware, articles of confederation, 150, 
186, 236, 548; defense of river, 514, 541; 
Indians, 544, 676n, 1163; ferry, 786; 
embargo, 1007; money, 1200, 1439; let- 
ter, 1219; flonr, 1398. 

Denison, Nathan, 1413. 

Denning, Wilham, 1040, 11685. 

Departments, public, abuses, committee, 
114; in foreign countries, 114; economy, 
492, 661. Committee, 661, 812, 872, 944, 
1186, 1187, 1349, 1457. 

Depreciation of bills of credit, 1054. 

Dereville, Pierre, 579. 

Des Epiniers, Auguste, 756, 1102. 

Deserters, 663, 1455; German, 754; con- 
vention troops, 862. 

Deshler, David, 685. 

Deshon, John, 1271, 1384. 

Des Isnard, Joseph, count, 207. 

Dick, James, 191. 

Dickinson, John, a delegate from Delaware. 
Attends, 501; leave of absence, 1287; 
sigus confederation, 548. Comuznittecs: 
French princess, 543; Francy, 569; ad- 
dress to States, 626; departments, 662; 
commissions on purchascs, 662; forcign 
loan, 663; consuls, 696; marine, 708; 
Killen, 726; peace commission, 744; 
Conyngham, 844; Du Simitiére, 861; 
peace instructions, 922; letter to States, 
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942; king’s birthday, 988; western ex- 
pedition, 989; courts of appeal, 1002; 
Paulus Hook, 1003; Gerard’s leave, 
1018: finance, 1020, 1155; New Jersey, 
1196; post-office, 1202; Morgan, 1208; 
La Luzerne’s reception, 1238, 1262. 
Votes, 502, 504, 505, 506, 528, 529, 538, 
548, 547, 552, 566, 588, 615, 616, 625, 
637, 639, 641, 668, 698, 700, 701-707, 
718, 730, 743, 748, 751, 752, 761, 765, 
772, 791, 850, 853, 860, 863, 864, 865, 
866, S84, 885, 886, 897, 910, 923, 928, 
930, 977, 994, 995, 996, 998, 999, 1000, 
1001, 1007, 1026, 1029, 1030, 1064, 1074, 
1081, 1101, 1199, 1205, 1224, 1258, 1289. 
Mentioned, 187, 587, 615, 657n, 696, 708, 
728n, 754n, 766, 768, S09n, 810, 815, 
829n, 831n, 835, 864, 885, 942, 945n, 998, 
999, 1002, 1019, 1041, 1042, 1086n, 11002, 
1117n, 1200, 1213n, 1219, 13-48. 

Dickinson, Philemon, 669. 

Dickinson, , captain, 698. 

Dircks, Jacob Gerhard, lieutenant-colonel, 
1167, 1180, 1882, 1417. 

Disher, Charles, 41. 

Doane, Elisha, 677. 

Dodge, John, 192, 623, 1154. 

Dolphin, 1341. 

Donaldson, Johu, & Co., 95. 

Donnell, John, 16, 305, 698. 

Donnell, Nathaniel, 238. 

Donnelly, Felix, 549. 

Douglass, John, captain, 508, 951. 

Downe, Samuel, 114, 670, 697, 783, 1067, 
1152. 

Doz, Andrew, 440, 1202. 

Drafts, on Franklin, 715. 

Dragoons, light, 1453; 
memorial, 720. 





chaplain, 659; 


Drayton, William Henry, a delegate from | 


South Carolina. Credentials, 891; on 
vacating seat, 301; report on foreign 
affairs, 5384; money, 940; death, 1020. 
Committees: Ward, 10; Crossing, 24; 
Gambier, 51; Georgia, 125; Henry, 155; 
Scull, 184; Adams's letter, 272; appcals, 
297, 1171; European intelligence, 324; 
Steincr & Cist, 550; address to States, 
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626; Duarti, 749, 803; Boston mer- 
chants, £08; Bingham, 912; marine, 977. 
Votes, 19, 28, 35, 48, 53, 54, 76, 77, 102, 
132, 139, 142, 161, 162, 189, 2050ezaae 
246, 248, 249, 250, 254, 255, 258, 262, 
285, 286, 298, 309, 314, 315, 323, 333, 
334, 335, 347, 350, 351, 352, 361, 362, 
370, 371, 373, 375, 378, 379, So0iiaam 
382, 383, 390, 394n, 398, 399, 400; 401, 
405, 410, 415, 417, 418, 424, 442, 452, 
458, 461, 462, 468, 470, 471, 475, 479, 
480, 482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 489, 
491, 499, 500, 502, 504, 505, 506, 508, 
516, 517, 521, 522, 528, 529, Solem 
538, 543, 546, 547, 548, 552, 553, 556, 
559, 566, 588, 590, 591, 592, 594, 595, 
609, 610, 611, 615, 616, 633, 634, 
638, 639, 641, 642, 643, 668, 
673, 675, 681, 682, 683, 684, 6938, 701- 
708, 712, 713, 714, 743,°79S, 7olyeeee 
761, 765, 772, 791, 794, 797, 72opeeue 
813, 818, 850, 853, 854, 856, 85S, 859, 
860, 863, 864, 865, 866, 871, S84, 885, 
886, 897, 902, 905, 907, 909, 910, 911, 
924, 925, 926, 928, 930, 939. Mentioned, 
37n, 53, 54, 62n, 78n, 86, 103n, 121n, 140, 
250, 2538, 254, 264n, 297, 300, 323, 350, 
352n, 361, 363, 369, 375, 379, 389, 394n, 
423, 457, 459, 466n, 479, 480, 485, 490, 
498, 499, 510, 528, 529, 530, 531, 537, 
538, 587, 646, 657n, 661, 667, 702, 706, 
724, 733, 750, 764, 767, 768, 790, 791, 
793, 835, 850, 852, 884, 885, 896. 

Drinker, James &, 1244. 

Droit d’ Aubaine, 224, 1041. 

Duane, James, a delegate from New York. 
Money, 628, 969. Committees: Canada 
expedition, 13n, quota of taxes, 29; 
flour, 52; foreign affairs, 94; informa- 
tion, 124; Thompson, 191; billsofcredit, 
262; conference, 449; Arnold, 511; Low, 
543; French princess, 543; Indian, 545; 
Spanish ships, 617; address to States, 
626; finance, 709; Greene’s letter, 787; 
public grounds, 883; provision for offi- 
cers, 952; treasury, 1005. Votes, 23, 35, 
47, 53, 54, 101, 138, 142, 250, 253, 254, 
258, 262, 297, 308, 314, 315, 323, 333, 334, 
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300, 351, 360, 361, 369, 370, 375, 377, 415, 
416, 451,461, 462, 476, 477, 479, 480, 481, 
482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 489, 491, 499, 
500, 502, 508, 517, 530, 531, 542, 545, 5-46, 
547, 552, 555, 558, 565, 572, 587, 589, 591, 
594, 615, 616, 625, 633, 634, 637, 639, 641, 
642, 643, 668, 672, 675, 681, 683, 693, 
701-707, 712, 713, 714, 718, 730, 743, 
748, 750, 751, 752, 760, 766, 772, 791, 813, 
818, 850, 852, 853, 856, §58, 859, 860, 863, 
864, 865, 866, 871, 883, 885, 866, 888, $89, 
897, 902, 905, 907, 909, 910, 911, 930, 949. 
Mentioned, 7, 24n, 33n, 34n, 43n, 98n, 
101n, 102n, 1052, 109n, 110n, 111, 122n, 
143n, 147n, 184n, 190n, 2527, 280n, 298n, 
Pane o21n, deen, 323, 327, 335, 336n, 
357n, 360n, 403n, 411, 420r, 434n, 462, 
478, 480, 481, 488, 504, 580, 587, 590, 636, 
676n, 701, 720n, 731n, 747, 752, 7532n, 757, 
760, 804, 810, 820n, S44n, 854, 859, 893, 
908, 911, 917, 918, 941, 943n, 946n, 978, 
979n. 

Duarti, Juan Garcia, 78, 115, 137, 158, 749, 
777, 793, 803, 838, 855, 856, 883, 1021. 

Dubois, Lewis, colonel, 637, 694, 1400. 

Duckett, J., 622. 

Du Condray, Philippe Charles Jean Bap- 
tiste Tronson, 365, 710, 1041, 1164. 

Duer, William, 158, 455n. 

Dufau, John Peter André, 597. 

Duffield, George, 95, 1171. 

Dundas, James, 238. 

Dunlap, John, 30, 31, 180, 295, 393, 516, 
799, 846. 

Dunmore, Earl of, 512, 825. 

Du Ponceau, Peter 8., 411, 459. 

Du Portail, Louis Le Bégue, Chevalier 
Derford, employment of, 9. Letters, 
93, 125, 539, 570, 607. Jlentioned, 58, 
1244. 


Du Simitiére, Pierre Eugene, 861, 1316, 
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Du Tetre, Joseph Jacob, 861, 951. 

Duvivier, Chevalier Sureau, 472. 

Dyer, Eliphalet, @ delegate from Rhode 
Island. Committees: Schuyler, 63; 
appeals, 97; Smith, 114; provisions for 
Rhode Island, 130; Henry, 155; Scull, 
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184; Thompson, 191; Hart, 213; for- 
eign affairs, 247; Pennsylvania letter, 
292; Greene’s letter, 306; Southern 
States, 336. Votes, 19, 23, 27, 35, 47, 
53, 54, 76, 77, 101, 131, 138, 142, 189, 
24G) 200, Loan 204, Zoo cGL, Zod, 201, 
308, 314, 323, 333, 354, 347, 349, 350, 351, 
360, 361, 369, 370, 372, 375, 377, 379, 380, 
381, 382, 383, 389, 405, 415, 416, 418, 423, 
424. Mentioned, 37n, 78n, 331, 332, 333, 
346, 372, 409, 420. 

frugle, sloop, 699. 

East India trade, 242, 742. 

Easton, James, colonel, 842. 

Economy in departments, 661. 

Edison, Thomas, 19, 41, 44, 201n, 238, 408, 
443, 474, 619, 774, 812n, 983, 1129, 1269, 
1402. 

Edmonston, Archibald, captain, 934. 

Edward, Fort, 549. 

Edwards, Evan, major, 402. 

Edwards, Pierrepont, 676, 823, 1191, 1202. 

Edwards, Timothy, a delegate from Mas- 
sachusetts. Credentials, 17. 

Effingham, frigate, 432. 

Eichelberger, Martin, 384. 

Elderkin, Elisha, 533, 1191. 

Elizabeth and Mary, 806, 898, 919. 

Ellery, Christopher, 1241. 

Ellery, William, a delegate from Rhode 
Island. Credentials, 725; leave of ab- 
sence, 799; attends, 1330; on neglect of 
state, 539. Committees: Crossing, 24; 
post-office, 26, 1149; Morris, 86; foreign 
affairs, 94; provisions for Rhode Island, 
130; Temple, 260; Washington’s letter, 
261; appeals, 297, 896; Bermudas, 472; 
open doors, 489; French prineess, 543; 
Duarti, 749; Wadsworth -Champion, 
1340; commissary, 1313; appeals, 1360; 
admiralty, 1866; Morgan, 1400; Jloly 
Martyrs, 1424. Votes, 19, 23, 27, 35, 
Wi oa, O4, 76, 77; 101, gi, 138 ea: 
160, 161, 189, 208, 237, 246, 248, 249, 
250, 254, 258, 297, 308, 314, 323, 333, 
334, 349, 350, 351, 360, 361, 369, 370, 
Bia, O10, ofl, O19, JOU, ool, 302, 30, 
398, 399, 400, 401, 405, 410, 415, 416, 
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418, 
475, 


448, 
476, 
484, 485, 
502, 504, 
522, 528, 
547, 555, 
693, 594, 
641, 642, 
682, 693, 


449, 
a7 7 
486, 
505, 
529, 
565, 
611, 
647, 
700, 


451, 
479, 
487, 
506, 
530, 


O72; 


458, 461, 462, 470, 

480, 481, 482, 483, 

489, 491, 499, 500, 

507, 516, 517, 521, 

531, 542, 545, 546, 

587, 589, 590, 591, 

615, 616, 625, 637, 639, 

668, 672, 675, 680, 681, 

701-706, 711, 712; 713, 
714, 718, 730, 743, 750, 751, 752, 760, 
764, 772, 794, 1448, 13864, 1377, 1378, 
1389, 1394, 1395, 1408, 1409, 1417, 14257, 
1426. <Afentioned, 36n, 62n, 78n, 86, 
152n, 154n, 212n, 236, 311n, 351, 383, 
416, 430, 439n, 451, 470, 471, 481, 490, 
498, 501n, 5402, 545, 546, 555, 681, 714, 
739n, 750, 757, 769, 13839, 13844, 1348, 
1364, 1391. 

Elliot, James, 15, 291. 

Ellis, Richard, 1244. 

Ellsworth, Oliver, a delegate from Con- 
necticut. Leave of absence, 212; at- 
tends, 1384; letter, 819. Committees: 
Morris, 86; foreign affairs, 94, 247; in- 
formation, 124; Bingham, 150; pro- 
visions, 155, 1391; Vermont, 676; ma- 
rine, 678; Greene, 1589. Votes, 19, 23, 
101, 131, 138, 142, 160, 161, 189, 208, 
1389, 1394, 1895, 1408, 1409, 1425n, 
1426. Mentioned, 2in, 86, 155n, 177, 
209, 1405n. 

Ely, John, 1129. 

Embargo, repeal recommended, 130, 152, 
257, 449; regulation, 815; advised, 954, 
979, 984, 986, 993, 996, 1056, 1383; Del- 
aware, 1007; Maryland, 1137. 

Iemerson, Lydia, 1067, 1078. 

Emerson, Moses, 670, 723, 1027, 1067, 
1078. 

Emmes, John, 1017, 1237. 

Engineers, for southern department, 153; 
corps, 305, 570. 

Enlistment, regulations, 108, 757. 

Ensien, Samuel, 296. 

Epple, Henry, 881. 

Erwin, Robert, 295. 

Fstaing, count d’, supplies for flect, 97, 
154, 327; to aid South Carolina and 
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Georgia, 102, 119, 149, 153; arrival, 
1108, 1146. Afentioned, 118, 328, 536, 
580. 

Europe, intelligence from, 324, 380; sup- 
plies, 1174. 

Eustace, John Skey, 585. 

Eustis, Nathaniel, 73. 

Evans, Evan, 842. 

Evans, George, 1359. 

Evans, ———, colonel, 882. 

Ewing, George, 478, 510. 

Ewing, Thomas, 67. 

Ewing, , Dr., 440. 

Exchange, bills of, 699, 707, 715, 900, 
1288, 1299, 1315, 1326, 1381, 1404, 1412, 
1442. 

Exchange, rate of, with France, 138, 320, 
327, 497; British officers, 476. 

Expenses, public, 1051; year 1779, 1429. 

Express riders, 1412. 

Eyre, Benjarnin G., 1015. 

Failly, Chevalier de, 310. 

Fairfieid, Conn., 852. 

Falconer, Nathaniel, 270, 556, 848, 982, 
1212, 1239, 1425. 

Fame, schooner, 188. 

Faribault, Joseph, 7865. 

Farmer, 81, 159, 164. 

Fast day, 272, 342, 1453. 

Fay, Jonas, 794, 992, 1003n, 1008. 

Featherstone, William, captain, 744. 

Fell, John, a delegate from New Jersey. 
Credentials, 1324; money, 943, 1166, 
1335. Committees: Ward, 10; Donnell, 
16; Schuyler, 63; foreign affairs, 94; 
mariue, 247; Bermudas, 472; prisoners, 
1268; Moore, 1374. Votes, 19, 28, 35, 
47, 53, 54, 131, 138, 142, 189, 208, 246, 249, 
250, 254, 258, 262, 297, 308, 333, 334, 
317, 350, 351, 360, 362, 369, S70)7373; 
375, 377, 380, 381, 382, 383, 390, 393; 
399, 400, 401, 405, 415, 416, 418, 448, 
458, 461, 462, 470, 475, 476, 477, 479, 
480, 489, 491, 499, 500, 502, 508, 516, 
517, 521, 522, 528, 529, 530, 532, 542, 
545, 546, 547, 556, 559, 566, 572, 587, 
589, 591, 609, 610, 611, 615, 616, 634, 
635, 637, 639, 641, 642, 643, 647, 648, 
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713, 
752, 
800, 
859, 


681, 
714, 
760, 
813, 
860, 


693, 
718, 
765, 
818, 
S63, 


700, 
730, 


ies, 


850, 
864, 


701, 
743, 
791, 
852, 
S65, 


705, 
748, 
794, 
853, 
866, 


G11; 

750, 

fot, 

856, 858, 

S71, 884, 
885, 888, 889, 897, 902, 905, 907, 909, 
910, 911, 928, 930, 938, 944, 957, 967, 
1007, 1011, 1012, 1013, 1014, 1016, 1029, 
1030, 1037, 1064, 1106, 1107, 1110, 1112, 
1132, 1142, 1143, 1144, 1145, 1148, 1169, 
1173, 1199, 1205, 1227, 1228, 1229, 1232, 
1233, 1234, 1243, 1247, 1248, 1258, 1259, 
1264, 1270, 1274, 1293, 1300, 1807, 1308, 
feo, oc, 1322, 1323, 1327, 1833, 1348, 
1364, 1377, 1378, 1389, 1408, 1409, 1417, 
1421, 1425n, 1427. Mentioned, 156, 
411, 433, 697, 812, 929, 1016, 1040, 1064, 
1134, 1165, 1187, 1199, 1232, 1233, 1258, 
1271, 1338n, 1348, 139387, 1414. 

Fell, Peter, 210n, 212, 757, 854. 

Ferrill, Patriek, 928, 1124, 1390. 

Ferry, continental, on Delaware, 786. 

Fier Roderique, 691. 

Finanee, discussion of, 11, 18, 597; pre- 
amble, 20; letter to States, 59, 562, 649, 
1452; resolutions, 74, 444, 491, 1147; 
report, 519, 522, 533, 561, 586, 625, 672, 
678, 688, 727, 742, 747, 760, 787, 807, S94, 
1013, 1456; petition from Pennsylvania, 
648; committee on plans, 709, 716; 
Gerry’s resolves, 882, 900, 940, 1005; 
ways and nieans, 1019, 1050, 1069, 1071, 
1080, 1092, 1136, 1136, 1146, 1186, 1187, 
1285, 1288, 1297, 1299, 1396; appeal to 
States, 1354, 1404. 

Finnie, William, 190, 216, 585. 

Fisher, James, 213n. 

Fishing rights in treaty, 241, 330, 348, 371, 
563, 580, 586, 661, 680, 749, 765, 790, 850, 
863, 884, 896, 921, 960, 963, 1042. 

Fitzhugh, William, a delegate from Vir- 
ginia. Credentials, 861; attends, 1048. 
Committees: South Carolina and Georgia, 
1049; Arnold, 1181. 
1083, 1088, 1089, 1090, 1101, 1106, 1107, 
1110, 1113, 1132, 1142, 1144, 1145, 1148, 
1169, 1174, 1199, 1205, 1224, 1227, 1228, 
1229. 


712, 
vol, 
798, 


Votes, 1075, 1081, 
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Fitzsimons, Thomas, 806n, 898. 

Flaake, Coenradt, 1319. 

Flag, regulations for sending, 110, 

Flamand, 690. 

Fleming, William, a delegate from Vir- 
ginia. Credentials, 527; attends, 527; 
leave of absence, 1115. Committees: 
marines, 678, 1115; Connolly, 825; Du 
Simitiére, $61. Votes, 528, 529, 531, 
552, 538, 543, 545, 547, 552, 553, 556, 
559, 566, 572, 588, 590, 591, 594, 595, 
611, 615, 616, 625, 633, 634, 639, 641, 
642, 643, 647, 648, 668, 673, 675, 681, 
682, 683, 684, 693, 700, 701-708, 712, 
(lon (14, 418, 230, 743, (48. 761, fac. 
701, 760, 772, (91, 794, 797, 798, 800, 
813, 818, 850, 853, 854, 860, 863, 864, 
S65, 866, 871, 884, 885, 856, 888, 889, 
S07, 902.8007. 209> 910, 911-9 o25, 025. 
926, 928, 930, 939, 949, 957, 962, 966, 
967, Gio, 976, 977, 987, 994, 995, 996, 
998, 999, 1000, 1001, 1007, 1011, 1012, 
1014, 1016, 1029, 1037, 1064, 1081, 1083, 
1101, 1110. Mentioned, 618, 658, 797, 
$267, S60. 

Fleury, Francis, 778. 

Fleury, Francois Lonis, hentenant-eolo- 
nel, 26, 411, 440, 459, 890, 972, 1111, 
1129, 1134. 

Flint, 7 O9G: 

Florida, East, 69, 244, 1887; eession, 243, 
925, 1042, 1046, 1048, 1082. 

Flour, French squadron, 52, 97, 103, 138, 
327, 837, 898, 913; Boston, 55; for East- 
ern States, 151, 257, 258; for Martiniqne, 
153; in eastern magazines, 163; for 
anny, 518, 556; purchases, 1157, 1209; 
from Delaware, 1398. 

Flower, Benjamin, 39, 155, 176, 288, 311, 
461n, 474, 735, 1066, 1274, 1276, 1366, 
1378, 1398, 1402, 1434. 





, Floyd, William, a delegate from New York. 


Credentials, 1359; attends, 15, 1339; 
leave of absenee, 708; money, 266, 582, 
1353. Comnittees: Reed’s letter, 115; 
provisions for Rhode Island, 1380; Tem- 
ple, 260; journals, 395: Parson’s letter. 
669; admiralty, 1344, 13865; Arnold, 
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1366; treasury, 1374; Flower, 1403. 
Votes, 19, 23, 101, 181, 138, 142, 161, 189, 
237, 246, 248, 249, 250, 262, 285, 297, 
308, 314, 315, $23, 333, 334, 347, 350, 
351, 369, 370, 372, 375, 377, 389, 394n, 
398, 399, 400, 401, 405, 410, 416, 418, 
423, 441, 448, 449, 451, 458, 475, 479, 
480, 481, 482, 488, 484, 485, 486, 487, 
489, 491, 4199, 500, 508, 516, 517, 521, 
522, 528, 529, 538, 542, 545, 546, 547, 
552, 555, 558, 565, 587, 589, 591, 594, 
609, 610, 611, 615, 616, 625, 633, 634, 
642, 643, 647, 648, 668, 672, 675, 681, 
683, 684, 698, 700, 701-707, 1348, 1364, 
1377, 1378, 1389, 1394, 1895, 1408, 1409, 
1417, 1421, 1425n, 1427. Mentioned, 
438, 498, 1365, 1403. 

Fogg, Jeremiah, 251, 1380. 

Folsom, Nathaniel, a delegate from New 
Hampshire. Credentials, 1423; attends, 
1422. Votes, 1425n, 1426. Aentioned, 
284. 

Fontevieux, John, jr., 57, 191. 

Fooks, Paul, 801, 1984, 1402. 

Foot, Zachariah, 1341. 

Forage, commissary of, 574. 

Forbes, James, a delegate from Maryland. 
Attends, 819; money, 1239; to buy 
flour, 1408. Committees: Marine, 972; 
allowance to officers, 979; embargo, 980; 
memorial navy board, 1028; Bradford, 
1151; New Jersey, 1162; Arnold, 118]; 
navy letters, 1188; Massachusetts, 1196: 
Indians, 1201; Adams’s accounts, 1212; 
quartermasters, 1242; treasury, 1257; 
Sullivan, 1264; admiralty, 1344; Penn- 
sylvania, 1384; Washington, 1596. 
Votes, 850, 853, 854, 856, 858, 859, 860, 
863, 864, S65, 866, 871, S84, S85, 886, 
888, 889, 897, 902, 905, 907, 909, 911, 
928, 925, 926, 925. 930520a07-949, 957, 
962, 966, 967, 975, 976, 977, 987, 994, 
995, 996, 998, 999, 1000, 1001, 1007, 
1011, 1012, 1014, 1016, 1029, 1030, 1037, 
1064, 1075, 1081, 1088, 1089, 1090, 1101, 
1106, 1107, 1110, 1123, 1132, 1142, 1143, 
1144, 1145, 1148, 1169, 1174, 1199, 1205, 
1224, 1221, 1228; 1220 ae oon eas 
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1243, 1247, 1248, 1251, 1254, 1258, 1259, 
1264, 1270, 1271, 1274, 1293, 1300, 1307, 
1308, 1309, 1821, 1322, 1323, 1327, 1338, 
1348, 1364, 1878, 1389, 1894, 1395, 1396, 
1408, 1409, 1417, 1421 1425n, 1427. 
Mentioned, 866, 977, 1027, 1102, 1115, 
1137, 1138, 1246n, 1247, 1258, 1270p 
1299, 1814, 1321, 1322, 1326, 1348, 1364, 
1377, 1388, 13894, 1408, 1414, 1417, 1425n. 

Ford, Benjamin, colonel, 596. 

Ford, Hezekiah, 116. 

Fordick, Decatur &, 1262. 

Foreign affairs, special committee, 93, 
247, 322, report, 363, 455, 479, 489, 499, 
512, 532, 533, 542, 607, 643, 700, 711; 
directions, 636; memhers, 1302. 

Forman, Ezekiel, 1165, 1251. 

¥orestalling, 498, 520. 

Forster, lsaac, 73, 515, 661, 722, 1237, 
1240, 1310. 

Forsyth, Robert, captain, 1100. 

Fosset, David, 669. 

Fonquet, Mark, 1152, 1161, 1164. 

Fouquet, Nicholas, 1152, 1161, 1164. 

Fowkes, Chandler Dinwiddie, 1269. 

Fowler, Alexander, captain, 79, 177, 217, 
392, 433, 1242, 1252. 

Fox, Edward, 126, 1103, 1843. 

France, cooperation with, 12, 149, 1104; 
Maryland on treaty, 29; supplies from, 
30, 48, 55, 146, 154, 578, 737; flour for 
fleet, 52, 97, 103, 188, 326, 806, 1311; 
treaties, 29, 62, 120n, 352, 654, 696, 752, 
765; loan, 146; privateer regulation, 
219; house of minister, 669, 745. 

Francis, Tench, 825. 

Francisca de Paula, 1159. 

Francy, Jean Baptiste Lazarus Thevenot, 
70, 146, 569, 679, 690, 691, 746. 

Franklin, Benjamin, Canada expedition, 
13; loan of France, 146; charges, 367, 
481, 499; instructions, 963, 1182. Let- 
fers, 245, 272, 567, 581, 972. Mentioned, 
363, 455, 830, 853, 934, 1069, 1166, 1402. 

Franks, David 8., 123, 391. 

Frauds, shippers and masters, 919. 

Frazer, Persifor, 836, 853. 

Freeman, Mark, 71. 
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Frelinghuysen, Frederick, a delegate from 
New Jersey. Attends, 103. Comaittecs: 
Meessury, 297; salt, 319. Votes, 131, 


| 


138, 142, 161, 189, 237, 246, 248, 249, 250, 


254, 258, 308, 333, 334, 347, 350, 351, 369, 
370. Aentioned, 176, 331. 

French corps, 583. 

Frey, Charles de, captain, 1139, 1190, 1209, 
fie, 1225, 1271. 

Friendship, brig, 73. 

Fromberger, John, 1027. 

Frontiers, western, troops for, 130, 251, 
313, 601. 

Frost, George, a delegate from New Hamp- 
shire. Votes, 18, 27, 47, 101, 138, 237, 
250.203, 254, 208, 262, 285, 297, 323, 333, 
334, 847, 349, 350, 351, 369, 370, 372, 373, 


377, 389, 394n, 405, 410, 415, 416, 418, | 


423, 424, 448, 449,458. Mentioned, 423. . 


Fiihrer, Carl Friedrich, captain, 41. 

Fund, redemption, 20, 

Furlonghs, 1382, 1385. 

Furman, M., 80+. 

Gaine, Elisha, 1021. 

Galatea, 501. 

Gallies, Maryland, 68. 

Galvan, , 837, 417, 1334, 1414, 1419. 

Gambier, James, admiral, 51, 78, 179, 191, 
293, 424, 437. 

Gamble, William, 238. 

Gansevoort, Peter, colonel, 490, 510, 694. 

Garanger, -+ 683, 710. 

Gardiner, Henry, 1379. 

Gardner, Joseph, 255n, 256, 326, 452, 1122. 

Gardner, Rufus, 1351. 

Gardoqui, Joseph, & Sons, 86, 144, 836. 

Gaspar, Francis, 1158. 

Gates, Horatio, major-general. Letters, 
10, 49, 52, 134, 163, 419, 544, 554, 613, 
694, 778, 805, 816, 900, 919, 1015, 1020, 
1072, 1156, 1170, 1241, 1277, 1368. Men- 
tioned, 215, 569, 710, 786, 982, 1398, 
1419. 

Geddes, George, 1005, 1012. 

Geddes, William, 257n, 301, 821, 927n, 
1125, 1165, 1241, 1252, 1325, 1402. 

Geiger, Ilenry, colone], 549. 

General Gates, brig, 458. 











General Greene, 778. 

General Miglin, 245. 

Georgia, military chest, 94, 598; relief 
for, 100, 120n, 125, 132, 1256, 1315, 
1362; defense, 436, 443, 465, 559; com- 
mittee, 807, 1049; money, 991, 1006, 
1440; reduction of British, 1388. 

Gérard, Conrad Alexandre, Canada expe- 
dition, 13; southern expedition, 102, 
119, 149, 152; attends Congress, 185; 
conference report, 326, 818, 821, 827; 
house, 669; leave taking, 1018, 1032, 
1035, 1065, 1072, 1085; portrait, 1019; 
intelligence, 1084, 1104. Memorials, 
29, 30, 48, 54, 97, 138, 179, 180, 184, 
OU, cour 260, 272, 201, 02, 0D, ols, 
320, 322, 329, 332, 508, 554, 568, 636, 
659, 759, 760, S05, 807, $94, 912, 923, 
940. Letters, 52, 61, 93, 96, 103, 391, 
429, 545, 617, 634, 638, 898, 950, 984, 
990, 1018, 1078, 1108, 1132. Mentioned, 
10, 367, 534, 580, 623, 699, 837, 1133, 
evo. 

German battalion, 392, 436; deserters, 754. 

Gerry, Elbridge, a delegate from Massa- 
chusetts. Credentials, 17; resolutions 
on finance, $82, 900, 940, 1005; money, 
421, 939. Committees: foreign affairs, 
93, 322, 488; bills of credit, 262; finance, 
709; Washington, 740; finance, 882; 
letter to States, 942; provision for 
officers, 952; allowance to officers, 979; 
king’s birthday, 988; finance, 1020; 
treasury officers, 1027; instructions on 
Spain, 1085; Jay’s commission, 1118; 
ministers’ salaries, 1118; quotas, 1149; 
foreign loans, 1186; executive board, 
1242; salaries, 1261; Jewell, 1264; ways 
and means, 1286; bills of exchange, 
1300; Washineton’s letter, 1312; Pu- 
laski, 1324; Greene, 1389; provisions, 
1390; necessaries forarmy, 1421. Votes, 
1S, 23, 27, do, 47, 00; 04, 70,77. LOL lol 
138, 142, 160, 161, 189, 208, 246, 248, 249, 
250, 308, 314, 333, 334, 349, 350, 351, 360, 
361, 369, 370, 372, 416, 441, 451, 462, 475, 
476, 477, 479, 480, 481, 482, 483, 484, 485, 
486, 487, 489, 491, 499, 500, 502, 507, 516, 
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521, 522, 530, 531, 542, 558, 565, 572, 587, 
589, 590, 591, 609, 610, 611, 615, 616, 625, 
633, 637, 639, 641, 642, 647, 668, 672, 675, 
680, 681, 682, 700, 701-707, 711, 712, 713, 
714, 718, 730, 742, 748, 750, 751, 752, 760, 


766, 772,791, 794, 796, 797, 798, 800, 813, | 


818, 850, 852, 853, 856, 858, 859, 863, 864, 
865, 866, 871, 884, 888, 889, 897, 902, 905, 
907, 909, 910, 911, 928, 930, 938, 949, 957, 


967, 975,976, 977, 987, 1012, 1013, 1014, | 


1016, 1064, 1082, 1087, 1090, 1106, 1107, 
1109, 1112, 1142, 1143, 1144, 1145, 1148, 
1173, 1205, 1224, 1226, 1227, 1228, 1229, 
1243, 1247, 1248, 1251, 1254, 1258, 1259, 
1264, 1270, 1278, 1292, 1300, 1807, 1308, 
1309, 1321, 1822, 1823, 1327, 1333, 1348, 
1377, 13878, 1889, 1394, 1895, 1408, 1409, 
1417, 1425n, 1426. Mentioned, 34n, 86, 
144, 156, 251n, 302n, 332, 371,372, 409, 
417n, 475, 480,481, 521, 524n, 581, 586, 
625, 642, 672, 678,680, 682,712, 739n, 747, 
749, 751, 756, 760, 765, 766, 767, 771, 772, 
790, 792, 793, 796, 798, 799, 807, 824, 850, 
857, 861, 863, 889, 893, 902, 903, 904, 906, 
909, 911, 938, 942, 966, 970, 984, 988, 


1019, 10517, 1082, 1090, 1105, 1106, 1112, | 


1115, 1135, 1141, 1144, 1147, 1150, 1159, 
1169, 1177n, 1206, 1219, 1241, 1242, 1248, 
1250, 1253, 1255n, 1263, 1264, 1269, 1270, 
1271, 1273, 1277, 1292, 1307, 1309, 1322, 
1327, 1230, 1333, 1348, 1359, 1374, 1376n, 
1883, 1390, 1394, 1395, 1396, 1425n. 

Gervais, John Lewis, 140, 338, 631, 882, 
1111, 1123, 1435. 

Getteys, William, 94, 299. 

Geyer, Adam, 439. 

Gibbons, James, lieutenant, 890, 1102. 

Gibbs, William, 150, 1123. 

Gibson, George, colonel, 115, 124, 445. 

Gibson, John, 598, 1002, 1165, 1303, 1307, 
1313. 

Gibson, John, colonel, 7, 570. 

Gilbank, John, 979. 

Gill, Joseph Louis, 1263. 

Gilman Joseph, 1165. 

Gilman, Nicholas, 821, 1067, 1078, 1260, 
1379. 

Girard, 





, 143. 
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Gist, Mordecai, brigadier-general, 46. 

Glascock, William, 990, 1006n. 

Glasgow, J., 764. 

Gleason, Oliver, 856. 

Glover, John, brigadier-general, 259, 786, 
919. 

Godridge, , 69. 

Gooch, John, 1264. 

Good Friday, adjournment, 409. 

Goodwin, George, 162. 

Gostelow, Jonathan, 846. 

Gotz, Bernard, 393. 

Gouvion, Jean Baptiste de, major, 9. 

Govett, William, 40, I144n, 275n, 310, 667, 
677, 896, 927, 1125, 1152, 1165, 1247) 
1252, 1375. 

Graff, Jacob, jr., 881. 

Graff, John, jr., 667. 

Graham, William, 323. 

Grain, distilling, 103. 

Grand, Ferdinand (?), 365, 1041. 

Gratz, Bernard, 145. 

Gray, Isaac, 238. 

Gray, William, 667. 





- Grayson, William, colonel, 56, 1255, 1360. 





Great Britain, treaty of commerce, 960. 

Greaton, Jolin, colonel, 428. 

Green, Ebenezer, captain, 338. 

Greene, Nathanael, major-general, money, 
39, 72, 176, 270, 420, 570, GS2, 7o7 naar 
982, 1078, 1139, 1171, 1189, 1261, 1303, 
1359, 1392, 1401, 1432. Letters, 79, 133, 
150, 260, 306, 315, 321, 384, 444, 467, 472, 
490, 502, 527, 573, 748, 787, 803, 808, 829, 
854, 916, 944, 1034, 1103, 1128, 1368, 1389. 

Greene, William, governor, 24, 238, 444, 
513, 554, 725, 855, 1050, 1272, 1330. 

Greyhound, 1356, 1372. 

Gridley, Joseph, 836. 

Grier, Joseph, 734. 

Griffin, Cyrus, a delegate from Virginia. 
Money, 13835. Committees: Treasury, 
263, 1039; post-office, 1149; appeals, 
1171; Hewes, 1252; New Jersey, 1254; 
entertainment, 1267; commerce, 1297; 
officers’ allowance, 1323; Virginia 
troops, 1365; provisions, 1391. Votes, 
23, 28, 47, 53, 54, 132, 139, 142, 161, 162, 
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189, 208, 237, 246, 248, 249, 250, 254, 255, 
foe. 7628298, 309, 314, 350, 351, 352, 361, 
662, 07/0, 3/1, 313, 373, 377, 380, 381, 382, 
383, 390, 398, 399, 400, 401, 415, 417, 442, 
448, 450, 452, 461, 462, 463, 470, 471, 475, 
477,478, 479, 480, 482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 
487, 489, 499, 500, 516, 517, 521, 522, 531, 
532, 543, 547, 559, 566, 572, 590, 591, 595, 
609, 610, 611, 625, 637, 639, 641, 642, 643, 
647, 648, 673, 675, 681, 682, 683, 684, 693, 
700, 701-708, 712, 713, 714, 718, 730, 743, 
748, 751, 752, 761, 766, 772, 791, 794, 797, 
800, 813, 818, 850, 853, 856, 858, 859, 860, 
863, 864, 865, 866, 871, 884, S85, 886, 8&8, 
§89, 905, 994, 995, 996, 998, 999, 1000, 
1001, 1014, 1016, 1029, 1037, 1064, 1075, 
1081, 1088, 1089, 1090, 1101, 1106, 1107, 
1110, 1113, 1132, 1142, 1144, 1145, 1148, 
1169, 1174, 1199, 1205, 1224, 1227, 1228, 
291252, 1233, 1251, 1254, 1293, 1307, 
ive ta00, 1321, 1328 1323, 1333, 1348, 
1864, 1378, 1395, 1896, 1408, 1409, 1425n, 
1427. Mentioned, 420, 531, 594, 618, 857, 
998, 1126n, 1144, 1155, 1223, 1297, 1229, 
1324, 1338, 1412, 1415n, 1422. 

Griffith, Joshua, 614. 

Guiger, George, 256. 

Guijon, de, 584. 

Gunpowder, 138]. 

Gurney, Francis, 151. 

Guyon, Michel Personne de, 606. 

Hackett, John, 744. 

Hackett, William, 744. 

Ilagerman, John, 299. 

Hahn (or Kahn), Michael, 407. 

Halbrand, Poteins du Bois, 883. 

Half pay to officers, 638, 771, 908, 946, 
952, 971, 973, 977, 1276, 1335. 

Hall, John, 345. 

Ilall & Sellers, 158. 

Hamilton, Alexander, 596; secretary to 
Trance, 1391. 

Ilamilton, James, 810, 933, 985. 

Haneock, Ebenezer, 265, 287, 362, 569, 
629, 686, 1435. 

Hancock, John, a delegate from Mussa- 
chusetts. Credentials, 17. 
781. 


Mentioned, | 
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Hand, Edward, brigadier-general, 157, 
575, 577. 

Handy, George, captain, 1100. 

Haner, James, 927. 

Llaner, Jolin, g2/. 

Fanna, schooner, 258. 

Hanson, , captain, 589. 

Hardie, Robert, 128. 

Harding, Seth, captain, 1204. 

Harley, Felix, 1242. 

Harnage, Ilenry, inajor, 448. 

Harnett, Cornelius, a delegate from North 
Carolina. Credentials, 764; attends, 
886; leave of absence, 1360; money, 
927, 1124, 12388, 1371. Committees: 
King’s birthday, 988; Drayton’sfuneral, 
1020; Sonth Carolina and Georgia, 1049; 
quotas, 1149; Hewes, 1252; salaries, 
1261; Sullivan, 1264; Jewell, 1264; 
commerce, 1297; Pulaski, 1824. Votes, 
889, 897, 902, 905, 907, 909, 910, 911, 
924, 925, 926, 928, 930, 939, 949, 957, 
962, 966, 967, 975, 977, 987, 994, 995, 
996, 298, 999, 1000; 1001, 1007, 1011, 
1013, 1014, 1029, 1030, 1037, 1064, 1075, 
1081, 1088, 1088, 1089, 1090, 1101, 1106, 
1107, 1110, 1113, 1132, 1142, 1144, 1145, 
1148, 1169, 1174, 1199, 1205, 1224, 1227, 
1228, 1229, 1232, 1233, 12384, 1243, 1247, 
1248, 1251, 1254, 1258, 1259, 1264, 1270, 
1271, 1274, 1293, 1300, 1307, 1308, 1309, 
1321, 1322, 1323, 1327, 1333, 1348, 1364. 
Mentioned, 1091, 1253, 1258, 1263, 1287, 
1361, 1364. 
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Ilarper, Thomas, 213n. 
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Harris, Francis, 79. 

Tarris, Jolin, 374. 

Harris, Robert, 676, 678. 

Hlarrison, Benjamin, 195, 527, 618, 862. 

Harrison, Benjamin, jr., 192, 559, 643, 
Bile i2o, Oli 

Harrison, Charles, colonel, 432, 845, 971, 
983, 1048. 

Harrison, Robert Hanson, colonel, 466. 

ITarrisons, Hooe &, 678. 
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Henly, Otis &, 1040. 208, 1207, 1211, 1269; department regu- 


Henry, John, a delegate from Maryland. lated, 870. 

Leave of absence, 920. Committees; | Hill, Hugh, 219, 39, 608. 
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939, 1344. Committees: Quota of taxes, 
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380, 381, 382, 383, 389, 394n, 398, 399, 
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962, 966, 967, 975, 976, 977, 987, 1011, 
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Hunter, Samuel, 1004. 
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1115; Boston merchants, 808; Beatty’s 
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Impressing of citizens, 1204. 

Independence and peace, 62, 240, 563, 
828, 833, 909, 918, 920, 956; French 
print on, 1174. 

Independence, declaration of, celebration, 
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Indiana, 1063. 

Indians, presents, 335; supplies, 363; 
ravages against New York, 402; com- 
missions for chiefs, 411, 693, 733; ex- 
penses, 516, 671, 676, 1434; committee, 
545; speech, 597, 607; peace, 600, 1320; 
prisoners, 753; eastern department, 756; 
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Jason, 512. 
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treaty, 1107; for Spain, 1110, 1113, 1141; 
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farewell, 1072; quartermaster’s depart- 
ment, 1109; quotas, 1149; Morgan, 1155; 
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545, 547, 552, 556, 559, 566, 572, 588, 
590, 591, 594, 595, 609, 610, 611, 615, 
616, 625, 633, 634, 638, 639, 641, 642, 
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Jewell, Joseph, 1122. 
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Jones, Allen, a delegate from North Caro- 
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money, 1425. Votes, 1364, 13878, 1394, 
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1241, 1339; entries of motions, 316; yeas 
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250, 254, 255, 258, 262, 298, 309, 323, 
333, 334, 335, 347, 350, 351, 352, 361, 
262, 370, 371, 373, 375, 378, 379, 380, 
$81, 382, 394n, 398, 399, 410, 415, 417, 
418, 424. Mentioned, 333, 336, 360, 
379, 1086. 

La Nos, Francis, Chevalier de, 508, 860, 
950. 

Laporte, Francis, 754. 

Laporte, Peter, 7o4. 

La Raditre, Bailleul, colonel, 9, 539. 








1487 


Langeay, Jean, 793n, 882n. 

Laumagne, Viscount, 468. 

Lanmon, de, 57. 

Lanmoy, de, 9. 

Laurens, Henry, a delegate from South 
Carolina. Credentials, 891; leave of 
absence, 144; informs Paine, 37; 
charges Morris, 46, 49, 79, 158, 165; 
letter to Flonston, 588, 592, 610, 611; 
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birthday, 988; Ilarvie, 1008; Washing- 
ton-Simms, 1018; Knobelauch, 1021; 
treasury, 1039; droit d’aubaine, 1041; 
Palpey, 1122; quotas, 1149; Anderson, 
1151; New Jersey, 1162; Washington’s 
letter, 1207; Frey, 1225; entertainment, 
1267; Bingham, 1302; southern depart- 
ment, 1332, 1381. J’otes, 743, 748, 750, 
751, 752, 760, 764, 772, 791, 794, 796, 797, 
798, 800, 813, 818, 850, 852, 853, 856, 858, 
859, 860, 863, 865, 866, 871, 883, 884, 885, 
888, 889, 897, 902, 905, 910, 911, 923, 925, 
926, 928, 930, 938, 949, 957, 962, 966, 967, 
975, 976, 987, 994, 995, 998, 999, 1000, 
1001, 1006, 1011, 1012, 1016, 1029, 1030, 
1037, 1064, 1074, 1106, 1107, 1109, 1112, 
1132, 1142, 1143, 1144, 1145, 1148, 1169, 
1173, 1199, 1205, 1224) 1227, 1228, 1229, 
1282, 1233, 1243, 1247, 1248, 1251, 1254, 
1258, 1259, 1264, 1292, 1307, 1308, 1309, 
1321, 1322, 1823, 13827, 1333. Mevitioned, 
764, 807, 810n, 837, 853, 855, #59, 871, 
889, 910, 928, 929, 946, 952, 966, 998, 1007, 
1028, 1036, 1045, 1109, 1141, 1142, 1144, 
1170, 1173, 1186, 1198, 1202, 1208, 1241, 
1260, 1286, 1309, 132, 1322, 1330, 1334, 
1370. 
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Marie Catharine, 690. 

Marine committee, members, 247, 678, 
708, 972, 976, 1115; instructions, 133, 
212, 443; Jay on, 5117; committee on 
new, 708; naval affairs, 1133; to ap- 
point advocates, 1278; closed, 1366; 
money, 1431. 

Marr, John, 895. 

Marsteller, Philip, 1194. 

Martin, Robert, 985, 1004, 1138, 1318. 

Martin, , 189n. 

Martinique, provisions, 153. 

Marven, Richard, 627. 

Mary and Elizabeth, 806, 898, 919. 

Maryland, on articles of confederation, 
29, 619 ; on French treaties, 29; gallies, 
68; money, 628, 915, 1489; arms for, 
638; flour for Virginia, 1137. 

Mason, Thomson, 617, 623. 

Masoner, Jacob, 667. 

Massachusetts, credentials of delegates, 
17, 980; powers of delegates, 780; 
money, 73, 421, 1437; provisions, 257, 
449; assembly, 819; on appeals, 941; 
officers, 950, 1033; quota, retention of, 
1273; council, 55, 56, 391, 916, 1049, 
1090, 1139, 1196, 1231, 1249; board of 
war, 56, 115. 





1254; La Luzerne, 1266; ways and 
means, 1286; bills of exchange 1300; 
Miralles, 1302; Washington’s letter, 
1312; Mtenry wreek, 1357; VYirgoa 
troops, 1365; Washington, 1367; South 
Carolina and Georgia, 1381; Morgan, 
1400; necessaries for army, 1421. Votes, 
897, 902, 907, 909, 910, 911, 924, 925, 
926, 939, 949, 957, 962, 966, 967, 975, 
976, 977, 987, 994, 995, 996, 998, 999, 
1000, 1001, 1007, 1011, 1013, 1014, 1016, 
1029, 1030, 1037, 1064, 1075, 1081, 1083, 
1088, 1089, 1090, 1101, 1106, 1107, 1110, 
1113, 1132, 1142, 1144, 1145, 1148, 1169, 
1174, 1199, 1205, 1224, 1227, 1228, 1229, 
1232, 1233, 1254, 1243, 1247, 1248, 1251, 
1254, 1258, 1259, 1264, 1270, 1271, 1274, 
1293, 1300, 1307, 1308, 1309, 1321, 1322, 
1323, 1348, 1364, 1378, 1389, 1394, 1395, 
1396, 1408, 1409, 1417, 1421, 1425n, 1427. 
Mentioned, 300, 893, 903, 925, 942, 978, 
986n, 991, 1012, 1017, 1029, 1036, 1041, 
1042, 1082, 1105, 1118, 1120n, 1134, 
1137, 1142, 1163n, 1167, 1179n, 1186, 
1191n, 1211n, 1232, 1233, 1236n, 1242, 
1243, 1249, 1253, 1257, 1259n, 1262, 
1264, 1271, 1278, 1292, 1314, 1315n, 
1342n, 1343, 1349, 1364, 1388, 1391, 


Masts, for Spain, 244, 1043. 1418, 1421. 
Malker, James, 138, 393. Mauleon, 
Mathews, John, a delegate from South 238, 303. 
Carolina. Credentials, 891; attends, | Maxwell, William, brigadier-general, 261, 
891; money, 940, 1220, 1340. Com- 270; censure of, 28, 129, 207. 
mittees: Phillips, 934; marine, 977; al- | May, Benjamin, 747. 
lowance to officers, 979; embargo, 980; |} Meade, Everard, major, £53, 465. 
western expedition, 989; Harvie, 1008; | Measam, George, 815. 
Sullivan’s orders, 1010; Washington- | Mease, James, 210, 698. 
Simms, 1018; Drayton’s funeral, 1020; | Mease & Caldwell, 181. 
Gérard’s intelligence, 1034; Virginia | Medals, Stony Point, 890; striking of, 893; 
arms, 1036; instructions on Spain, 1085; Paulus Hook, 1100. 
Jay’s commission, 1118; minister’s | Medical committee, members, 51, 1018; 
salary, 1118; Palpey, 1122:sbrediord, staff, 1187, 1200; report, 1213. 
1151; New Jersey, 1162; Tyler, 1184; | Medical department, instructions, 110; 
foreign loans, 1186; navy letters, 1188; petitions, 917; clothing, 1214; regulated, 
Massachusetts, 1196; Holland loan, 1214, 127%. 
1211; Adams’s accounts, 1212; Frey, | Meek, James, 1003. 
1225; executive board, 1242; sonthern | Melchoir, Isaac, 56, 293, 629, 645, 1220, 
department, 1253; Trumbull’s letter, 1433. 





, captain, 25, 120i 
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Mentz, William, 845. 

Mercer, James, a delegate from Virginia. 
Credentials, 861; attends, 1088. Com- 
mittees: Quartermaster’s department, 
1109; marine, 1115; Reed’s letter, 1129; 
Arnold, 1134, 1366; Massachusetts, 
1139; quotas, 1149; Bradford, 1151; 
Indians, 1155; New Jersey, 1162, 1254; 
appeals, 1171. Votes, 1064, 1074, 1081, 
1083, 1088, 1089, 1090, 1101, 1106, 1107, 
1110, 1113, 1132, 1142, 1144, 1145, 1148, 
1169, 1174, 1199, 1205, 1224, 1227, 1228, 
1229. Afentioned, 1074, 1092, 1102, 1110, 
1136, 1155, 1168, 1178n, 1205, 1219, 1223. 

Mercer, John Francis, 644, 639. 

Mercier, John Dyer, 631, $96, 1165, 1241, 
1252, 1341. 

Mercury, 33, 55, 72. 

Mercure, 690. 

Mere Bubie, 690. 

Meredith & Clymer, 1391. 

Mermaid, 856. 

Middleton, Arthur, @ delegate from South 
Carolina. Credentials, 891. Afentioned, 
300. 

Mifflin, Thomas, major-general, money, 
1432. Mentioned, 106, 251, 287, 644, 
927, 972, 1066, 1158. 

Mifflin, paoun. 

Mifflin, Fort, 541. 

Miklaszewicz, Baron de, 1400, 1406, 1410. 

Miles, Samuel, colonel, 68. 

Military stores, department, 785. 

Militia, special call, 835; use discour- 
aged, 1416. 

Miller, Ilenry, 933. 

Miller, John, estate of, 95. 

Miller, John, 440. 

Milligan, James, 275n, 296n, 301, 348n, 
775, 1165, 1216, 1241, 1251, 1368, 1380, 
1390. 

Miners, 570. 

Minerva, brig, 785. 

Mingo Indians, 1213. 

Ministers, foreign, audiences, 180; pleni- 
potentiary to Europe, 364, 356, 705; 
secretaries, 1115; salaries, 1118, 1128, 
1135, 1143; commissions, 1141. 
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| Miralles, Don Juan de, 459, 508, 617, 624, 


634, 785, 1194, 1238, 1301, 1318, 1331, 
1370, 1386, 1418. 

Mississippi, navigation of, 242, 244, 330, 
369, 926, 1047, 1048, 1080, 1168. 

Mitchell, Henry, 1040. 

Mitchell, John, colonel, 345, 1374. 

Monopolies, 650. 

Montfort, Julius de, count, 107, 239. 

Montgomery, Hugh, 440, 1202. 

Monthieu, , 690. 

Moor, Ralph, 10386, 1138, 

Moore, Stephen, 1374, 1393. 

Moore, William, 419, 895, 927. 

Morgan, Daniel, colonel, 854. 

Morgan, George, colonel, 131, 275, 596, 
597, 607, 645, 1063, 1154, 1213, 1223, 
1230; report on, 524; resigns, 669. 

Morgan, John, 3138, 688, 724, 733, 8654, 
1208, 1277, 13802, 1400, 1409. 

Morocco, 228. 

Morris, Gouverneur, a delegate fron New 
York. Money for, 16, 697, 1207; Ieave 
of ahsence, 993; attends, 1146; secre- 
tary in France, 1391; letter, 1406, 1424. 
Committees: Gambier, 51; departments, 
114; southern expedition, 149; Bing- 
ham, 150; provisions, 155; A. Lee, 
195; Adams’s letter, 272; Reed’s let- 
ter, 303; European intelligence, 324; 
Holker, 345; South Carolina and Geor- 
gia, 436; Clinton, 478; Avtty, 488; let- 
ter to King, 544; Steiner & Cist, 550; 
peace commission, 744; New Jersey 
remonstranee, 759; Conyngham, 844; 
British proclamation, 852; Duarti, 855; 
Stony Point, 887; Gérard-Reed, 894; 
peace instructions, 922; letter to states, 
942; King’s birthday, 988; quotas, 1149; 
finance, 1155; New Jersey, 1162; Sulli- 
van’s orders, 1164; thanksgiving, 1171; 
foreign loun, 1186; officers’ allowance, 
1188, 1323; Indians, 1201; Holland Joan, 
1211; La Luzerne’s reception, 1238, 1262, 
1266; treasury, 1257; Sullivan, 1264; 
ways and means, 1286. Votes: 27, 35, 
47, 53, 54, 161, 237, 246, 248, 249, 250, 
262, 314, 315, 323, 347, 350, 351, 360, 361, 
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369, 370, 372, 375, 377, 379, 380, 381, 382, 
383, 394n, 398, 399, 410, 423, 424, 451, 458, 
461, 462, 470, 475, 476, 477, 479, 480, 481, 
482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 499, 500, 502, 
504, 505, 506, 516, 517, 621, 522, 530, 531, 
542, 646, 547, 555, 565, 572, 611, 615, 616, 
625, 633, 634, 687, 639, 641, 642, 643, 647, 
648, 668, 672, 675, 681, 683, 700, 701-705, 
748, 748, 750, 751, 752, 761, 765, S50, 852, 
853, 856, 858, 859, 860, 863, 864, 865, 866, 
§83, 885, 886, 902, 910, 911, 923, 925, 926, 
938, 957, 962, 966, 967, 975, 976, 977, 994, 
995, 1148, 1169, 1224, 1226, 1227, 1228, 
1229, 1232, 1238, 12388 1286.1247, 1245, 
1251, 1258, 1259, 1264, 1270,1278. Men- 
tioned: 33n, 35, 38n, 47, 55n, 63n, 1542, 158, 
244n, 248, 262, 265, 314, 323, 330n, 341n, 
344n, 349, 350, 360, 361, 372, 374, 375, 
387, 409, 428, 480, 440, 447, 450, 451, 
453n, 457, 461, 469, 473, 477, 478, 479, 
481, 499, 5038, 504, 505, 506, 512, 521, 522, 
523, 526, 529, 546, 547, 555, 563, 565, 581, 
615, 616, 633, 636, 638, 640, 641, 646, 647, 
6538n, 667, 672, 678, 706, 747, 750, 751, 
752, 756, 762, 763, 764, 806, 820n, 837n, 
883, 887, 891n, 915n, 923, 924, 938, 941, 
946n, 947n, 948n, 953n, 966, 969, 988, 994, 
996, 1147, 1150, 1160n, 1165, 1168, 1169, 
1178n, 1186, 1187, 1188, 1198n, 1209, 
23,1226, 1228, 1230, 1231, 1232, 1233; 
1234, 1242, 1248, 1246n, 1247, 1248, 1249, 
1256n, 1258, 1262, 1264, 1266, 1270, 1271, 
1278, 1285, 1289n, 13820n, 1321n. 
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Moultrie, William, brigadier-general, 307, 
442, 465, 585, 807. 

Mountflorence, James Cole, 916, 9-44. 

Moylan, Stephen, 4350. 

Mud Island fort, 431. 

Muhlenberg, Frederick A., a delegate 
from Pennsylvania. Credentials, 269, 
1263; attends, 269; money, 735, 1077. 
Committees: Journals, 395; Connolly, 
825; medical, 1018; Knobelauch, 1021; 
thanksgiving, 1171; treasury, 1267. 
Votes: 347, 350, 351, 352, 361, 362, 369, 
370, 373, 375, 377, 379, 380, Sigua 
383, 390, 394n, 398, 399, 405, 410, 415, 
416, 418, 423, 424, 442, 448, 449, 451, 
458, 461, 462, 463, 470, 471, 475, 477, 
479, 480, 482, 488, 484, 485, 486, 487, 
489, 491, 499, 500, 502, 504, 505, 506, 508, 
516, 517, 521, 522, 528, 529, 530, 532, 538, 
542, 545, 547, 552, 556, 559, 566, 572, 587, 
590, 591, 593, 595, 615, 616, 625, 633, 634, 
637, 689, 641, 642, 648, 647, 648, 668, 672, 
675, 681, 682, 683, 701-707, 711, 713, 714, 
743, 748, 750, 751, 752, 761, 765, 772, 791, 
794, 797, 798, S00, 818, 850, 852, 853, 856, 
858, 860, $63, 864, 865, 866, 884, S85, $88, 
889, 897, 902, 907, 909, 910, 911, 928, 939, 
957, 962, 966, 967, 975, 976, 977, 994, 995, 
996, 1029, 1030, 1037, 1064, 1081, 1082, 
1088, 1090, 1101, 1106, 1107, 1110, 1113, 
1169, 1173, 1199, 1205, 1227, 1228 122s 
1232, 1233, 1234, 1243, 1247, 1248, 1251, 
1254, 1258, 1259, 1264, 1270, 1271, 1274, 


Morris, Hannah, 342. 1293, 1821, 1322, 1323, 1333, 1343;1aG 
Morris, Joseph, major, 342. 1378. Mentioned, 481, 1070n, 1271. 
Morris, Israel, 742, 774n, 775. Muhlenberg, Peter, brigadier - general, 
Morris, Robert, $2, 86, 158, 159, 163, 210, 490, 1882, 1418. 

217, 310, 326, 365, 837, 1123; defense, | Mullen, Robert, 238. 

167; Phoenix, 838. Mumford, David, 1277. 
Morris, Thomas, 82, 164, 368. Mumford, Nathaniel, 1241, 1252. 
Morris, 787. Munsey Indians, 1168, 1213. 
Morse, Charles, 774, 993, 1218, 13879. Murfree, Hardy, 1244. 
Mosely, Benjamin, jr., 845. Murnand, John Bernard de, 57. 
Mosely, David, 71, 498. Murphy, A., 614. 
Mosely, John, 432. Muskets, Penet’s offer, 17, 134. 
Moses, Isaae, 894. Musters, commissary of, 403, 425, 734, 
Moss, John, 630, 991, 997, 1125. 771, 1329. 


Motion, proposer and seconder, 316; | Nairn, John, 807. 
amendment, 389; withdrawing, 637. Nancy, 579. 
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Naples, 245. 

Nash, A., 1361, 

Nash, Clement, captain, 599. 

Navy board, eastern district, money, 72, 
140, 210, 570; censured, 1342; letter, 
1080, 1091, 1188. Middle district, 177, 
217, 294, 345, 671, 968, 1375. 

Neff, Jacob, 1194. 

Negroes, insurrectien, 386; regiments, 
386, 418. 

Nelson, Thomas, jr., a delegate from Vir- 
ginia. Credentials, 195; attends, 195; re- 
signs, 862. Committees: Barbary States, 
245; Pennsylvania letter, 292; Greene’s 
letter, 306; Southern States, 336; South 
Carolina and Georgia, 436. Votes, 208, 
237, 246, 250, 254, 255, 258, 262, 298, 309, 
314, 315, 333, 334, 347, 350, 351, 352, 361, 
B02, 3/0, 371, 378, 375, 377, 379, 380, 381, 
382, 383, 390, 398, 399, 400, 401, 405, 410, 
415, £17, 418, 424, 452, 458, 471, 475, 477, 
478, 479, 480, 482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 
489, 499,500. Mentioned, 370n, 109. 

Neustra Seniora de Merced, 1159. 

Neufville, John de, 235, 1034. 

Neufville, Chevalier de, 508, 8612, 950. 

Nevers, Phineas, 326n, 429. 

Nevill, Thomas, 238. 

Newark, Thomas, 218, 299. 

Newfoundland, fisheries, 242. 

New Hampshire, money, 293, 1436; cre- 
dentials of delegates, 755, 1801, 1428; 
letter, 1249, 1413, 1423. Grants, see 
Vermont. 

New Jersey, representation by legislature, 
568, 623; brigade, 596; remonstrance, 
759, 778; taxes, 779, 808, 931, 1198; cre- 
dentials of delegates, 811, 1323; prize 
agent, 1009; representation, 1162, 1196, 
1272, 1287, 1289; money, 1438. 

Newspapers, 158. 

New York, credentials of delegates, 260, 
1272, 1298, 1359; legislature, 402, 1209, 
1254; Indian ravages, 402; cmbarka- 
tion of British, 1103, 1410, 142-4; money 
fordelegates, 1151, 1438; Indian treaties, 
ee 

Nicholas, Samuel, 667, 

Nichols, Bela, 1398. 


1495 


Nichols, Noah, 1398. 

Nicholson, James, captain, 207, 458. 

Nicholson, John, 238, 275, 342n, 346. 

Nicholson, John, captain, 589, 614. 

Nicholson, John, 420, 968, 983, 1162, 1242, 
Zoek: 

Nicholson, 8., captain, 1080. 

Nieola, Lewis, colonel, 40, 68, 96, 157, 177, 
392, 438, 567, 583, 723, 726, 739, 881, 9-40, 
1040, 1171, 1239, 1347. 

Niles, Robert, captain, 1087. 

Nixon, John, 440, 1330. 

Noarth, William, 403, 425. 

Norman, John, 67. 

North Carolina, money for, 38, 128, 436, 
826, 915, 1078, 1439; supphes from, 100; 
troops, 132, 560, 819, 942, 1087, 1093, 
1256, 1315; prisoners, 208; assemhly, 
760; clothing, 1091; draft on, 1385. 

North River, cannon, 538, 541. 

North Star, 836. 

Northumberland County, Pa., 189, 1138. 

Norwalk, Conn., 852. 

Nostra Senhora, ete. See Our Lady. 

Nourse, Joseph, 318, 666, 881, 927n, 935, 
993, 1156, 1165, 1212, 1241, 1251, 1340, 
1371. 

Nova Scotia, cession of, 242, 348, 925, 959; 
petition, 428, 

Oath, quartermaster’s, 814. 

‘‘Observatiens on American Revolution,” 
421, 1452. 

Officers, Connecticut memorial, 10; pris- 
oners, breaking parole, 122; supernu- 
merary, 271, 630, 978, 1456; warrant, 
and arrests, 321; clothing, 359, 844; ra- 
tions, 458, 445; subsistence money, 450, 
947, 978; postage, 463; staff, commis- 
sions, 721; vacancics, 779; further pro- 
vision, 721, 826, 908, 946, 952, 971, 973, 
977; omitted in arrangement, 844; al- 
lowance for unprovided, 1188, 1335, 
1426; recall, 1219; memorial, 1286; ab- 
sentee, 1351. 

O’tlara, William, 726, 754. 

Oliphant, David, 991. 

Olmstead, Gideon, 86, 320, 424, 435, 472, 
507, 527, 1122, 1166, 1194. 

Olney, Joseph, captain, 606. 
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Oneidas, 332, 363, 411, 1161, 1182. 

O’ Neil, Alexander, 26, 263. 

Onondagas, 332, 567, 753. 

Order of day, 490, 696. 

Ordnance, Department of, regulation, 
201, 602; board of, secretary, 1140. 

Oswald, Eleazer, colonel, 24, 114, 294. 

Otis & Henly, 1040. 

Ottendorf, Nicholas Dietrich, 179n. 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St. Antonio, 
56, 73, 78, 115, 158, 749, 777, 838, 856, 
860, 1021. 

Owen, Robert, 971. 

Oxford, 170. 

Paca, William, a delegate from Maryland. 
Report on foreign affairs, 534; leave of 
absence, 1202. Committees: Quota of 
taxes, 25; post-office, 26, 1202; Morris, 
86; foreign affairs, 94; appeals, 97, 297, 
896, 1171; Reed’s letter, 115; Penn- 
sylvania brigadiers, 117; compensation 
for supplies, 119; provisions for Rhode 
Island, 130; Washington’s letter, 261; 
Adams’s letter, 272; Pennsylvania ap- 
peals, 286; Pennsylvania, 390; South 
Carolina and Georgia, 436; Clin- 
ton, 478; Aitly, 488; Arnold, 511; Al- 
bouy, 579; Segond, 708; Pettit, 745; 
entertainment, 765; King’s birthday, 
988, courts of appeal, 1002; Bingham, 
1002; Paulus Hook, 1003; appeals, 1004; 
Laurens-Thomson, 1008; Gérard’s leave, 
1018; Virginia arms, 1035; Vermont, 
1036; Jay’s commission, 1118; Palfrey, 
1122; Active, 1122; Arnold, 1134; Sal 
Tortuga, 1141; Anderson, 1151; Tyler, 
1184; Morgan, 1208. Votes, 19, 28, 35, 
47, 76,077, 101, 132, 1o9,0161, 162, 189, 
208, 237, 246, 248, 249, 254, 262, 286, 298, 
309, 314, 315, 323, 347, 350, 351, 352, 361, 
369, 370, 373, 375, 377, 379, 380, 381, 382, 
383, 390, 394n, 398, 399, 400, 401, 
410, 415, 416, 418, 423, 424, 450, 451, 
458, 461, 462, 463, 475, 479, 480, 482, 483, 
484, 485, 486, 487, 489, 499, 500, 502, 504, 
505, 506, 508, 516, 517, 528, 529, 530, 532, 
538, 543, 566, 588, 590, 684, 693, 700, 701- 
708, 711, 713, 714, 748, 751, 761, 765, 772, 
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994, 995, 996, 998, 999, 1000, 1001, 1007, 
1011, 1012, 1014, 1016, 1029, 1106, 1107, 
1110, 1113, 1142, 1143, 1144, 1145, 1199, 
1224, 1227, 1228, 1229. Mentioned, 47n, 
76, 120n, 167, 326n, 345%, 3642, 368, 409, 
415, 416n, 435n, 440, 513n, 530, 532, 703, 
739, 775, 1007, 1016, 1019, 11095 saiae 
1137, 1138, 1141, 1186, 1198, 1223, 1226. 

Packet, schooner, 804. 

Page, John, 455, 1190. 

Paine, Thomas, article iu newspaper, 30, 
54; dismissed, 32; and the journals, 36; 
heard, 49; to attend, 75; salary, 393; 
inquiry, 500n. Letters, 30, 31, 36, 47, 
48, 75, 837, 394, 412, 487, 501, 617, 646, 
742, 1263. 

Palpey, John, captain, 1296. 

Palpey, William, 71, 128, 331, 339n, 438, 
515, 582, 644, 664, 688, 689, 723, 782, 
847, 917, 1026, 1047, 1071, 1122, 112% 
1240, 1257, 1266, 1268, 1287, 1296, 1302, 
1330, 1379, 1392. 

Palmer, Joseph, 319, 786. 

Papley, , 1075, 1424. 

Parker, William, 1123. 

Parole, broken, 122. 

Parsons, Samuel Holden, 159, 669, 758, 
851, 968. 

Partridge, George, a delegate from Massa- 
chusetts Bay. Credentials, 980; attends, 
980; money, 1124. Committees: Journal, 
1002; musters department, 1274; Mere- 
dith, 1391. Votes, 987, 994, 995, 1006, 
1011, 1012, 1013, 1014, 1016, 1037, 1064, 
1074, 1081, 1082, 1087, 1090, 1101, 1109, 
1112, 1132, 1142, 1144, 1145, 1148, 1173, 
1198, 1205, 1226, 1227, 1228, 1229, 1232, 
1233, 1234, 1247, 1248, 1251, 1264, 1270, 
1273, 1292, 1800, 1307, 1308, 1309, 1322, 
1323, 1327, 1333, 1348, 1364, 1377, 1378, 
1389, 1394, 1395, 1408, 1417, 1421. Afen- 
tioned, 1141, 1165, 1250, 1330n. 

Passern, Lewis D., 214. 

Passes into enemy’s lines, 447. 

Passport, ship, in Holland treaty, 234. 

Patten, Jonathan, 1199, 1209. 

Patterson, Eleazer, colonel, 667. 

Patterson, Samuel, 821, 1375, 1402. 
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Patton, John, colonel, 58, 694. 

Patton, Robert, 41, 583, 941, 1126, 1152, 
1240, 1400, 1408. 

Patton, Thomas, 1398. 

Paulus Hook, 1003, 1099. 

Pawling, Henry, major, 274. 

Paymaster-General, regulations, 665; pay, 
1259; advances, 1434, 1440. 

Paymasters’, regimental, accounts, 176; 
south, 598, 631; deputy, 687, 698; sub- 
sistenee money, 1261. 

Peabody, Nathaniel, a delegate from New 
Hampshire. Credentials, 755, 1301; 
attends, 755; money, 969, 1124, 1313. 
Commitices: Jounal, 1002; medical, 
1018; Arnold, 1134; quotas, 1149; Mor- 
gan, 1155; New Jersey, 1162; intelli- 
gence, 1314; Meredith, 1391; Flower, 
1403. Votes, 760, 764, 772, 791, 794, 796, 
797, 798, 813, 818, 850, 852, 853, 856, 858, 
859, 860, 863, 864, 865, 866, 871, 883, 
884, 885, 888, 859, 897, 902, 905, 907, 
909; 910, 923, 925, 928, 930, 938, 949, 
907, 962, 966, 967, 975, 976, 977, 994, 
995, 998, 999, 1000, 1001, 1006, 1011, 
1012, 10138, 1014, 1016, 1029, 1030, 1037, 
1074, 1081, 1082, 1087, 1088, 1090, 1101, 
1106, 1107, 1109, 1112, 1132, 1142, 1148, 
ite id, 1199, 1205, 1224, 1226, 1227, 
1228, 1229, 1232, 1233, 1234, 1243, 1247, 
1248, 1251, 1254, 1258, 1259, 1264, 1270, 
efageeds, 1900, 1307, 1308, 1309, 1321, 
1322, 1323, 1327, 1333, 1348, 1364, 1378, 
1389, 1394, 1395, 1408, 1409, 1421, 1426. 
Mentioned, 861, 871, 883, 888, 999, 1037, 


1106, 1112, 1115, 1131, 1135, 1165, 1167, | 


1232, 1250, 1258, 1508, 1333, 1334, 1344, 
1353n, 139-1, 1395, 1396, 1408, 1409. 

Peace, no separate, with Great Britain, 
62, 240, 564, 830; ultimata, 241, 920, 
957; commission for minister, 744, 
922; English commissioners, 828; in- 

. Structions, 922, 956, 1116; minister, 
1107, 1109. 

Peale, Charles Willson, 888, 1086, 

Veele, Margarct, 446. 

Peery, William, captain, 141, 144, 346, 
a Pe 

Pell, 





, 1294. 
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Pendergast, Martin, 145. 

Pendleton, Daniel, 1091. 

Penet, Pierre, 304, 1015, 1071, 1174. 

Penet, Pierre, and Couloux, 16, 134. 

Penet, Pliarne, & Co., 82, 170, 776. 

Penet, Wendel & Co., 303. 

Penn, John, a delegate from North Carolina. 
Credentials, 764; attends, 764, 1374; 
money, 895, 950; leave of absence, 972. 
Committees: French princess, 543; ma- 
rine 972; provisions, 1390, Votes, 19, 
28, 35, 48, 53, 54, 76, 77, 102, 139, 142, 
161, 162, 189, 208, 237, 246, 248, 249, 
200, 254, 255, 258, 262, 285, 286, 298, 
S027 lt, S15, 325, 300, dot, aan, 44, 
350, 301, 352, 361, 362, 370, 371, 373, 
375, 378, 379, 380, 381, 382, 383, 390, 
394n, 398, 399, 400, 401, 410, 415, 
417, 418, 424, 448, 450, 452, 458, 461, 
462, 463, 170, 471, 475, 479, 480, 482, 485, 
484, 485, 486, 487, 489, 499, 500, 502, 506, 
507, 516, 517, 521, 522, 528, 529, 531, 538, 
543, 547, 548, 572, 588, 590, 591, 592, 594, 
595, C09, 610, 611, 615, 616, 625, 633, 634, 
638, 639, 641, 642, 643, 647, 648, 673, 675, 
681, 682, 683, 684, 693, 700, 701-708, 712, 
(lonWas 718; 130,140, (18, 101,702, (61, 
765, 772, 791, 794, 797, 798, 800, $18, 850, 
853, 854, 860, 863, 864, 865, 866, 871, 884, 
886, 889, 897, 910, 911, 924, 925, 926, 92s, 
G30 930) Jue, 001760 Ooi a, Loo, 
1395, 1396, 1408, 1409, 1417, 1427. Mfen- 
tioned, 33n, 77, 377, 379, 4100, 411, 414, 
458, 461n, 474, 489, 521, 526, 587, 594, 
609, 610, 611, 616, 706, 799, 824, 852, 860, 
1361. 

Pennell, Joseph, 177, 345, 1111. 

Pennsylvania, credentials of delegates, 
269, 1263; battalion, 58; money, 74,433, 
1438; brigadiers, 117, 574, 580; court 
of admiralty, 86, 136, 282, 1195; fron- 
tiers, 189, 251, 313, 1004; letters of coun- 
cil, 247, 950, 1174; bills of credit, 262; 
tax law, 275; third regiment, 294; as- 
sembly, 326, 392; loan, 335, 344; har- 
mony, 374, 375, 389, 390, 409, 112, 439, 
453, 530; petition on finance, 648; citi- 
zens impressed, 1204; boundary dis- 
pute, 1411. 
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Penny, Timothy, 217, 671. 

Penobscot expedition, 1413. 

Penobscot River, road, 429. 

Pensacola, 787. 

Perry, James, 676. 

Person, , 252. 

Peters, Richard, 275n, 1225; lar Board, 
10n, 111, 18ln, 182, 214, 215, 238, 268n, 
296, 321, 403, 411n, 433n, 464, 467, 4730, 
524, 570, 58in, 586n, 600, 601n, 645, 665, 
711n, 757, 786n, 788, 823n, $26n, 8438n, 
844n, 867n, 869n, 872n, 933, 936, 970, 
973, 1102, 1129, 1164, 1184n, 1185, 1265, 
1306n, 1341, 1344, 1351, 13672. 

Petitions, Congress welcomes, 648. 

Pettit, Charles, 213,'511, 570, 614, 686, 744, 
757, 779, 804, 807, 809, 815, SSO, 930, 950, 
982, 1078, 1139, 1171, 1174, 1189, 1198, 
1261, 1286, 1303, 1359, 1392, 1401. 

Phelps, Charles, 1138. 

Philadelphia, property of merchants, 71, 
86, 94, 213, 307, 309; letter, 676: rations, 
1187; 1389. 

Philbrick, Joseph, 299. 

Phillips, Jonas, 213n. 

Phillips, Richard, 1066, 1155, 1162, 1225, 
1275, 1309, 1401. 

Phillips, Wilham, major-general, 104, 679, 
699, 744, 912, 933, 985, 992, 996, 1031, 
1114, 1266. 

Phenix, 803, 838, 857. 

Phripp, , 838. 

Pickering, Joh, 18. 

Pickering, Timothy, 39, 275n; War Board, 
111, 181, 182, 214, 215, 238, 268n, 296, 
321, 403, 411n, 433n, 464, 467, 473n, 524, 
570, 584n, 586n, 600, 601n, 645, 663, 711n, 
757, 786n, 788, 800n, S23n, 826n, 843n, 
844n, 867n, 869n, 872n, 933, 936, 970, 973, 
1102, 1129, 1185, 1265, 1806n, 1341, 1344, 
1351, 1867n. 

Pierce, George, 425, 426, 

Pierce, John, jr., 319, 331, 464, 468, 687, 
847, 1047, 1266, 1392, deputy paymaster- 
general, 696. 

Pierce, Thomas, 1170. 

Pilgrim, 219, 439, 608, 1332. 

Pilots, 1111. 
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Pinckney, Thomas, 431. 

Pine, white, 1138. 

Piper, Henry, 63. 

Pitcairn, Thomas, 667, 715, 815. 

Pitt, brig, 1422. 

Plater, George, a delegate from Maryland. 
Attends, 160, 1161; leave of absence, 
675; money, 1370. Committees: Wash- 
ington’s letter, 261; Pennsylvania letter, 
292; French princess, 543; prisoners, 
1268; intelligence, 1314. Votes, 161, 162, 
189, 208, 246, 250, 262, 285, 286, 298, 309, 
314, 315, 323, 333, 334, 347, 350, 351, 352, 
361, 362, 369, 370, 373, 375, 377, 37 amen 
381, 382, 383, 390, 394n, 398, 399, 400, 401, 
405, 415, 416, 418, 423, 424, 448 450, 451, 
458, 462, 463, £70, $71, 475, 477, 478, 479, 
480, 482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 489, 491, 
499, 500, 502, 504, 505, 506, 508, 516, 517, 
521, 522, 528, 529, 530, 532, 538, 545, 547, 
552, 556, 559, 566, 572, 588, 590, 591, 594, 
595, 609, 610, 611, 615, 616, 625, 633, 634, 
638, 639, 641, 642, 645, 647, 648, 668, 673, 
675, 681, 682, 683, 684, 693, 701-708, 1169, 
1174, 1199, 1205, 1224, 1227, 13a8> 122a: 
1232, 1233, 1234, 1243, 1247, 1248, 12am 
1254, 1258, 1259, 1264, 1270, 1271) 12a 
1293, 1300, 1307, 1508, 1309, 1321, 1322, 
1323, 1327, 1833, 1348, 1364, 1378, 1389, 
1894, 1395, 1896, 1408, 1409, 1417, 1421, 
1425n, 1427. Mentioned, 272, 336n, 607, 
1226, 1299, 1314, 1349, 1353, 1360; Taam 
1394, 1896, 1399, 1403, 1404, 1408. 

Pliarne, Penet & Co., 82, 170, 776. 

Pitt, Fort, 104, 109. 

Plombard, J., 1108. 

Plunder, prevention of, 758. 

Plunket, , captain, 589, 

Pollard, Benjamin, 1015, 1040. 

Pollock, Oliver, 291, 787. 

Polly, schooner, 150. 

Poor, Enoch, colonel, 251, 1380. 

Pope, Charles, lieutenant-colonel, 15, 
1o7e: 

Porter, Moses, 845. 

Porter, Andrew, captain, 1318. . 

Portmanteaus, officers’, 214. — 

Portsmouth, 1406. 
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Post-Office, 26; report, 463, 633, 1149, 
1208, 1338, 1357, 1411, 1415, 1436. 

Potts, Jonathan, 255, 287, 301, 460, 1123, 

Potts, Thomas, 1087. 

Powder, 1045. 

Powell, Jeremiah, 130, 151, 163, 195, 274, 
378, 595, 739, 855. 

Preble, John, 916. 

Prescott, Richard, major-general, 78. 

President, information by, 123, 124. 

Preston, Elizabeth, 157, 1007. 

Preston, William, 157, 1398. 

Prevost, James Mark, lieutenant-colonel, 
431. 

Prices, provision, £50, 727, 809; Hartford 
convention, 1254, 1272, 1287, 1289. 

Pringle, John, 72. 

Printer, copperplate, 881. 

Prisoners, commissary-general of, clerk, 
46; instructions to, 110; deputy, 431; 
regulation, 980; advances, 1436. 

Prisoners, exchange of, regulations, 104, 
1288, 1451, 1456 ; cartel, 280, 431, 566; 
southern department, 307n; citizens 
for disaffected, 636; Featherstone’s 
case, 744; marine, 837; privileges, 985. 

Prisoners, provision for American, 44, 
687, 698, 1018; French, 320; memorial 
of American, 472, 867, 1032, 1268; Eng- 
lish, for American ships, 829, 831; 
Spanish, 1273. 

Prison ships, 837, 1262. 

Privateers, 849; French, regulated, 219; 
in Holland treaty, 229. 

Privates, clothing allowance, 359. 

Prizes, French regulations, 219; in Iol- 
land treaty, 229; goods, 532, 103], 
1342, 1367; New Jersey, 1009. 

Proctor, Francis, captain, 627. 

Proctor, Thomas, colonel, 96, 127, 159, 
303, 480, 541, 607, 726. 

Proctor, William Lewis, 179. 

Promotion, rule of, 577, 1414. 

Property, public, 867. 

Providence, R. I., 993. 

Providence, 1342. 

Prowell, Joseph, major, 694, 800. 

Prudden, Nathaniel, 555. 
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Pugh, Jonathan, 1103. 

Pulaski, 26, 107, 132, 138, 143, 144, 148, 
179, 181, 183, 190, 192, 200, 215, 238, 
263, 274, 419, 598, 867, 895, 1020, 1133, 
1139, 1190, 1414, 1418; death and 
monument, 1324, 1357. 

Purdy, at F 

Pursell, John, 126. 

Purviance, Samuel, jr., 178. 

Putnam, Benjamin, 1022. 

Putnam, Daniel, 1030. 

Putnam, Israel, major-general, 43, 303. 

Quarles, James, captain, 685, 697. 

Quartermaster’s Department, committee, 
103, 490, 812, 971, 1109, 1242; payment 
for articles taken, 133; commissions, 
4192, 503, 573, 662; conditions, 503; 
contidence expressed, 695; oath, 814; 
regulated, 872, 1312; return of em- 
ployed, 133+. 

Queen of France, 532, 1342. 

Question, postponed, 476. 

Quotas of money, 21, 28, 614, 626, 652, 
1050, 1136, 1147, 1150, 1245; committee, 
25, 1149; of provisions, 1391. 

Raiford, John, 210. 

taleigh, frigate, 1193. 

Ramsey, William, 238, 421, 928, 1124, 
1242, 1252, 1390. 

Randolph, Benjamin, 788, 1004, 1410, 
1414. 

Randolph, Edmund, @ delegate from Vir- 
ginia. Credentials, 861; attends, 861. 
Committees: Public grounds, 883; ap- 
peals, 896, 1004; Bingham, 912; Phil- 
lips, 9384. Votes: 865, 866, 871, 884, 885, 
856, 607,902. 907, 999, 910, 911, 923. 
925, 926, 928, 939, 949, 957, 962, 966, 
967. Mentioned, 956, 985n. 

Ranger, 532, 1074, 1342. 

Rangers, Pennsylvania frontiers, 252, 

Rank, under brigadiers, 143; petitions 
for, 145, 510; rules, 575, 576, 660. 

Rapalje, Garret, 1007. 

Nations, back, 115, 119, 127; officers, 438, 
444; in Pennsylvania, 945, 1004; Phil- 
adelphia, 1187, 1389. 

Rawlings, Moses, colonel, 104, 896. 
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Read, James, 275n, 1028. 

Recall of officers, 1219. 

Recruiting service, money, 128; ailow- 
ance, 597, 1355; report, 1385. 

Reed, Bowes, 1324. 

Reed, James, brigadier-general, 309. 

Reed, John, 631. 

Reed, Joseph, 26n, 125, 415; letters, 105, 
115, 117, 131, 188, 207, 218, 263, 303, 
315, 324, 374, 379, 391, 453, 529, 574, 
626, 716, 755, 803, 825, 836, 893, 894, 
942, 944, 976, 979, 992, 1129, 1138, 1201, 
1384, 1397. 

Reed, Thomas, 71, 515, 582, 687, 698. 

Reed, , captain, 1100. 

Regnier de Roussi, Pierre, 237. 

Reports, reading of, 134; consideration 
of, 1314. 

Resolution, reconsideration, 313. 

Retaliation, 640, 831, 849, 852, 915. 

Revenge, cutter, 25, 236, 307, 466, 1199. 

Rhode Island, distressed for provisions, 
130, 151; asks for reduction of quota, 
212, 269; defence, 468, 477, 504, 546, 
554; protest of delegates, 539; creden- 
tials of delegates, 725; money, 782, 
1437; barracks, 1031; evacuated by 
enemy, 1241. 

Rice, Christian, 882. 

Rice, exports of, 154. 

Rice, George, captain, 39. 

Rice, Nathan, 882, 1406. 

Rice, Patricx. 123. 

Richardson, Addison, captain, 195. 

Riedesel, Friedrich Adolf, Baron de, 679, 
1031, 1ll4n, 1266. 

Risberg, Gustavus, 571. 

Rittenhouse, David, 319, 982n, 984, 1375, 
1401. 

Ritter, William, 303. 

Rivington, James, 588. 

Roach, Patrick, 247. 

Roberdeau, Daniel, a delegate from Penn- 
sylvania. Committees: Donnell, 16; 
Smith, 114; departments, 114. Votes, 
19, 23, 35, 76, 777 10lallad,, Ito. 
161, 189. Mentioned, 131, 160, 161, 188, 
206n, 256, 269, 788. 
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Roberts, Henry, 1034. 

Roberts, John, 238, 455. 

Roberts, Robert, 238. 

Robeson, Andrew, 90, 91. 

Robinson, , 989, 

Rodgers, John, 67. 

Rodney, Cesar, 150, 186, 188, 987, 1007, 
1348, 1403. 

Rogers, James, 144. 

Rogers, Samuel, 326n, 429, 472, 1392. 

Rogers, William, 627, 759, 773. 

Rolston, Isaac, 1244. 

Root, Jesse, a delegate from Connecticut. 
Committees: Connecticut officers, 10; 
Donnell, 16; quota of taxes, 25; Duarti, 
78; appeals, 97, 1360; sonthern depart- 
ment, 113; departments, 114; Reed’s 
letter, 115; Pennsylvania brigadiers, 
117; appeals, 297; Pennsylvania, 390; 
Board of War, 430, 1109, 1202; con- 
ference, 449; Vermont, 676; attends, 
951; provision for officers, 952; appeals, 
953; quartermaster-general, 971; allow- 
ance to officers, 979; embargo, 980; 
Bingham, 1002; Sullivan’s orders, 1010, 
1164; money, 1017, 1211, 1313; Steu- 
ben, 1035; Virginia arms, 10385; droit 
d’aubaine, 1041; marine, 1115; min- 
isters’ salaries, 1118; Active, 1122; 
Anderson, 1151; Thanksgiving, 1171; 
officers’ allowance, 1188, 1323; War 
Board, 1202; Treasury, 1257; enter- 
tainment, 1267. War Board: 111, 181n, 
182, 214, 258, 26Sn, 321, Gf 
Votes, 19, 23, 27, 35, 47, 53, 54, Toma 
101, 131, 138, 142, 160, 161, 189, 208, 
237, 246, 249, 250, 253, 2a%, 868) 2677 
285, 297, 308, 314, 323, 333, 3a, cew 
349, 350, 351, 360, 361, 369, 370, 372, 
375, 377, 379, 380, 381, 382, 383, 389, 
394n, 398, 399, 400, 401, 405, 410, 415, 
416, 423, 424, 957, 962, 966, 967, 975, 
976, 977, 987, 994, 995, 998, 999, 1000, 
1001, 1006, 1011, 1012, 1013, 1614, 1016, 
1029, 1030, 1037, 1064, 1074, 1081, 1082, 
1087, 1088, 1090, 1101, 1106, 1107, 1109, 
1112, 1182, 1142, 1143, 1144, 1145, 1148, 
1169, 1173, 1199, 1224, 12287, 1228, 1229, 
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1232, 1233, 1234, 1254, 1258, 1259, 1264, 
1292, 1300, 1307, 1308, 1309. Mentioned, 
7, 34n, 38n, 76n, 331, 346, 391, 404, 1118, 
1132n, 1170, 1188, 1193, 1196n, 1200n, 
1209, 1246n, 1258, 1266, 1277, 131 1n, 
1312. 

Rose, Alexander, 95. 

Ross, George, 8S. 

Round, Hampton, 583n, 585. 

Rowe, John, 893. 

Rowe, , eaptain, 1398. 

Rudolph, Michael, 1100. 

Ruggles, Joseph, 1199, 1209. 

fom. 1131, 1274, 1342. 

Rumford, Jonathan, 898. 

Rumsdale, Aquilla, 87, 507, 527. 

Rush, Jacob, 1188. 

Rutgers, Henry, jr., 404, 425. 

Rutledge, Edward, a delegate from South 
Carolina. Credentials, 891; excused, 
892. Mentioned, 300. 

Rutledge, John, 300, 322, 344, 596, 807, 
854, 991. 

Safford, Jacob, 1286. 

Safford, Samuel, hieutenant-colonel, 843, 
1286. 

St. Augustine, expedition against, 68, 120. 

St. Clair, Arthur, 67, 575, 576. 

St. Elme, Gérard de, 182. 

St. Franciscode Paula (El Valenciano) , 607. 

St. Hilaire, Sieur de, 759. 

St. John’s River, road to, 429. 

Saint Pierre, Le, 754. 

Sales, board of, 1175. 

Salisbury, Conn., furnace, 391, 405, 420. 

Salaries, increased, 19; adjustment, 1261. 

Sally, sloop, 15, 941. 

Salt, 319, 786, 1130, 1132, 1141, 1168, 1179, 
1291. 

Saltonstall, Dudley, 1334. 

Santos y Martyros, 608, 1159, 1423. 

Sappers, 570. 

Sartine, Antoine Raymond Jean Gualbert 
Gabriel de, 182, 245, 417. 

Saunders, Thomas, 614. 

Savage, Henry, 845. 

Savage, Samuel P., 137. 

Savannah, Ga., 93. 
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Say, John, 545, 

Schott, John Paul, 179n, 300, 432, 607, 

Schreiner, Jacob, 881. 

Schuyler, Philip, @ delegate from New 
York. Credentials, 1272, 1294; attends, 
1272; leave of absence, 1334; money, 
1331; resigns, 27, 332,473. Commiitees: 
Officers’ allowance, 1274; Miralles, 1302; 
Washington’s letter, 1312; southern 
department, 1332. Votes, 1273, 1292, 
13007 1307, 1308-1309, 13215 1392) 1323: 
1327,. 1383. — Letters, 27, 63.0 1245) 129; 
151, 332, 335, 3638, 411, 473, 555, 566, 
567, 600, 733, 745, 753, 1201, 1237, 1296. 
Mentioned, 427, 514, 549, 582, 671, 699, 
(20n, 1292n, 1308, 1314, 1881, 1337n, 
1339, 1343, 1344, 1370. 

Schuyler, Fort, 1182. 

Scott, Charles, brigadier-general, 893, 
1256, 1418. 

Scott, Thomas, captain, 599. 

Scudder, Joseph, 1269. 

Scudder, Nathaniel, a delegate from New 
Jersey. Money, 39, 810, 1066, 1308; at- 
tends, 512, 923, 1193; leave of absence, 
815. Committees: Quota of taxes, 25; 
Low, 543; Albouy, 579; Thompson- 
Webh, 623; departments, 662; South- 
wick-Sullivan, 685; musters depart- 
ment, 734; New Jersey remonstrance, 
759; Elizabeth and Mary, 806, 898; quar- 
termaster-general, 971; King’s birth- 
day, 988; Harvie, 1008; Steuben, 1035; 
Massachusetts, 1196; New Jersey, 1196. 
Votes, 19, 23, 28, 35, 47, 517, 528, 529, 530, 
§32, 538, 542, 545, 546, 547, 552, 566, 587, 
589, 591, 5938, 595, 609, 610, 611, 615, 
616, 625, 634, 637, 639, 641, 642, 643, 
647, 648, 668, 675, 681, G82, 683, 684, 
693, 701-705, 711, 712, 7138, 714, 718, 
730, 748, 748, 750, 751, 752, 760, 765, 
712,791, 799; 797; 79s, S005 813.923; 
925, 926, 928, 930, 938, 949, 957, 962, 
966, 975, 976, 977, 987, 994, 995, 998, 
999, 1000, 1001, 1007, 1011, 1012, 1013, 
1014, 1016, 1029, 1030, 1037, 1064, 1074, 
Peo 1200, (ast aay lesa leoe, 
1233, 12347 12483) ods, 1261, 1254, 


1502 Index 


1258, 1259, 1264, 1270, 1274, 1293, 1300, 
1307. Mentioned, 31n, 32n, 49n, 522, 526, 
596n, 609n, 646, 682, 684, 692, 739n, 757, 
762, 806, 812, 962, 989, 994, 1000, 1019, 
1043, 1045, 1064, 1214, 1216, 1234, 1235, 
eee 

Scudder, William Smith, 669. 

Scull, Peter, 184, 607, 687, 1009, 1115. 

Sea Horse, brig, 1351. 

Searle, James, a delegate from Pennsyl- 
tania. Credentials, 1263; money, 1189. 
Committees: Quota of taxes, 25; Duarti, 
78, 803; foreign affairs, 94; Stewart, 
192; marine, 247; Francy, 569; enter- 
tainment, 765; Elizabeth and Mary, 
806, 898; navy letters, 1188; provi- 
sions, 1391. ‘Potes, 28, 35, 47, 76, 77, 
101, 131, 139, 142, 161, 237, 246, 248, 249, 
254, 262, 285, 297, 309, 333, 334, 350, 351, 
392, 369, 370, 373, 375, 377, 380, 381, 382, 
383, 390, 39-4n, 398, 399, 400, 401, 405, 410, 
418, 448, 451, 458, 461, 462, 463, 475, 477, 
479, 480, 482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 489, 
499, 500, 502, 508, 516, 517, 528, 529, 530, 
532, 542, 545, 547, 556, 566, 572, 587, 590, 
591, 593, 595, 609, 610, 611, 615, 616, 625, 
634, 647, 648, 681, 682, 653, 684, 693, 700, 
701-707, 711, 713, 714, 718, 730, 748, 750, 
701, 752, 765, 772, 791, 794, 797, 798, S00, 
813, 897, 902, 907, 909, 910, 911, 923, 925, 
926, 928, 930, 949, 957, 975, 976, 977, 998, 
999, 1000, 1001, 1007, 1016, 1037, 1064, 
1074, 1113, 1199, 1205, 1227, 1228, 1229, 
1232, 1233, 1234, 1247, 1248, 1270, 1271, 
1274, 1203, 1s00 teal sez, 1505, 1327, 
1333, 1378, 1389, 1394, 1395, 1396, 1408, 
1409, 1417, 1421, 1425n, 1427. Men- 
tioned, 248, 284, 285, 360, 374, 380, 461, 
507, 512, 646, 707, 999, 1006, 1115, 1271, 
1307, 1326. 

Sears, Peter, 1398. 

Secret committee, 49. 

Secret service, 218, 526; foreign, 1180. 

Secretaries to ministers, 1115; commis- 
sions and salaries, 1118, 1128, 1134, 
1143, 1159, 1234, 1391, 1402; letter of 
credence, 1160. 

Segond, , captain, 274, 708. 





Seine, 33, 55, 690. 

Sellers, Natnan, 96, 141. 

Sellers, Hall &, 158. 

Senecas, expedition against, 402, 1162. 

Sensible, frigate, 1133, 1183. 

Sergeant, polz 

Sermon, Jnly 4, 764. 

Settlements, outside of United States, 242. 

Sewell, Richard, 121, 129, 378. 

Shaffer, David, jr., 881. 

Sharpe, Joseph, 177. 

Sharpe, William, a delegate from North 
Carolina. Credentials, 452; attends, 
452; money, 518, 944, 1139, 1268, 1353. 
Committees: Clinton’s letter, 721; New 
Jersey, 1162; Arnold, 1181; Indians, 
1201; Frey, 1225; treasury, 1242, 1252; 
1374; Hewes, 1252; Jewell, 1264. Votes, 
458, 461, 462, 463, 470, 471, 475, 477, 478, 
479, 480, 482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 489, 
491, 499, 500, 502, 504, 505, 506, 508, 516, 
$17, 521, 522, 528, 529, 531, 532, 543, 5416, 
547, 548, 552, 553, 536, 559, 566, 572, 588, 
590, 591, 592, 594, 595, 609, 610, 611, 615, 
616, 625, 633, 634, 638, 639, 641, 642, 643, 
647, 648, 673, 675, 681, 682, 683, 684, 693, 
700, 701-708, 712, 713, 714, 718, 730, 143, 
765, 772, 791, 794, 797, 798, 800, $13, 818, 
850, $53, 854, 856, 858, 859, $60, 863, S65, 
866, 871, 884, 885, 889, 897, 902, 905, 909, 
910, 911, 924, 928, 930, 939, 949, Doras 
987, 994, 995, 996, 998, 999, 1000, 1001, 
1007, 1011, 1013, 1014, 1029, 1030, 1064, 
1075, 1081, 1083, 1088, 1089, 1090, 1101, 
1106, 1107, 1110, 1113, 1132, 1145, 1748; 
1169, 1174, 1199, 1205, 1224, 1227, 1228, 
1229, 1232, 1233, 1234, 1043, 1947) eee 
1254, 1258, 1259, 1264, 1270, 1271, 1274, 
1293, 1300, 1307, 1308, 1309, 1321, Tam 
1323, 1327, 1353, 1848. Mentioned, 695, 
764, 796, 798, 799, SOS, 923, 987, 1000, 
1080, 1087, 1136, 1165, 1186, 1228, 1235, 
1308, 1322%-1335, 1361. 

Shaw, Samuel, 627. 

Shawanese, 1163. 

Shee, John, 440, 1202. 

Sheetz, Henry, 144, 393. 

Shelby, Evan, colonel, 778, 810. 
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Sheldon, Elisha, colonel, 300, 316, 822, 

Sheppard, William, colonel, 786, 803. 

Sherman, Roger, a delegate from Connect- 
ieut. Attends, 513, 1122; money, 569, 
801, 1189, 1255. Committees: Connolly, 
514; French princess, 543; Indian, 545; 
departments, 662; finance, 709; New 
Jersey remonstrance, 759; intelligence, 
1128; treasury, 1132; Massachusetts, 
1139; Sal Tortuga, 1141; quotas, 1149; 
Morgan, 1155, 1208; New Jersey, 1162; 
Tyler,1184; post office, 1202; ways and 
means, 1286; Miralles, 1302; Bingham, 
1302; Washington’s letter, 1512; offi- 
cers’ allowance, 1323; commissary, 
1343; Washington, 1367, 1596; Moore, 
1374; Pennsylvania, 1384; Meredith, 
1391. War Board: 10n, 1184n. Votes, 
516, 517, 521, 522, 528,529, 530, 531, 53S, 
542, 545, 546, 547, 551, 552, 555, 558, 565, 
572, 587, 589, 590, 591, 593, 594, 609, 610, 
611, 615, 616, 625, 633, 634, 637, 639, G41, 
642, 647, 668, 672, 675, 680, 681, 682, 684, 
693, 701-707, 711, 712, 718, 714, 718, 730, 
fig 7is, 100, 751, 752, 760, 765, 772, 
791, 794, 796, 797, 798, $00, 813, 818, 
1132, 1142, 1143, 1144, 1145, 1148, 1169, 
Moto, 1205, 1224, 1226, 1227, 1228, 
1229, 1232, 1233, 1234, 1258, 1259, 1264, 
1270, 1273, 1292, 1300, 1307, 1308, 1309, 
1321, 1322, 1323, 1327, 1833, 1348, 1364, 
1377, 1378, 1389, 1394, 1895, 1408, 1409, 
1417, 1421, 1425n, 1426. Afentioned, 17n, 
522, 531, 581, 586, 680, 702, 704, 728n, 
HeaieetOz, (01, 72, 779n, 790n, 808, 815, 
817, 1150n, 1187, 1208, 1228, 1232, 1236n, 
1269, 1271, 1807, 1339, 1342n, 1348, 
t37in, 1391, 1393n. 

Sherman, William, 843. 

Shields, John, 213n. 

Shippen, Wilham, a delegate from I’enn- 
sylvania. Attends, 24; credentials, 1263. 
Votes, 28, 47, 3, 54, 76, 77, 101, 131, 139, 
142, 161, 189, 287, 246, 248, 249, 250, 
258, 262, 285, 297, 314, 315, 323, 361, 
SGgold, O17, 369, 300, 3sl, 382, 383, 
390, 405, 415, 416, 418, 423, 424, 448, 
449, 451, 458, 170, 471, 475, 479, 480, 
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487, 489, 

522, 528, 

590, 591, 

615, 616, 625, 

647, 648, 668, 

701-706, 711, 

748, 751, 752, 

813, 850, 852, 

884, 888, 889, 907, 909, 
910, 923, 926, 930, 939, 987, 994, 995, 
996, 998, 999, 1000, 1007, 1011, 1012, 
1014, 1016, 1064, 1081, 1088, 1101, 1106, 
1107, 1110, 1113, 1270, 1271, 1293, 1300, 
ToUielosl, 1322, 1323, 1321. loso.ibato 
1364, 1378, 1417, 1421, 1425n. Men- 
tioned, 825, 858, 1330. 

Shippen, William, Dr., 51, 151, 524, 733, 
854, 917, 1303, 1373n. 

Shipyard, continental, 443; at Ports- 
mouth, 1406. 

Ships, free, free goods, 231. 

Ships’ papers, 246. 

Shrupp, Henry, 801. 

Shubart, Michael, 881. 

Sick on march, provision for, 13-45. 

Silliman, Gold Selleck, brigadier-general, 
1268. 

Simmons, Luson, 238. 

Simms, Charles, lieutenant-colonel, 933, 
1018, 1025, 1357. 

Simpson, Thomas, 1074. 

Single Brethren, of Bethlehem, 1209, 1373. 

Sinking fund, 1051. 

Sitgreaves, John, 1361. 

Six Nations, 753, 1063. 

Skely, Michael, 256. 

Skinner, James, 773. 

Skinner, Jonathan, 670. 

Slave trade, 242, 743. 

Sloan, , eo: 

Smallwood, William, brigadier-general, 
259, 276, 695, 795, 775, 917. 
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545, 
595, 
634, 
681, 
714, 
765, 
863, 


483, 
500, 
556, 
609, 
637, 
682, 
718, 
792, 


864, 


484, 
506, 
559, 
610, 
639, 
683, 
730, 
794, 
866, 


485, 
508, 
566, 
611, 
641, 
693, 
(key 
798, 


486, 
521, 
587, 


491, 
542, 
593, 
633, 
672, 
713, 
761, 
853, 





Smilie, John, 326, 1122. 


Smith, B., 257n. 

Sinith, Barzilla, eaptain, 86, 144. 

Smith, Belcher Peartree, 19, 44, 67, 184, 
213, 238, 337, 342n, 392, 427, 437, 498, 
637, 1297. 
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Smith, George, Dr., 549. 

Smith, Gregory, colonel, 8. 

Smith, Isaac, 1021. 

Smith, James, 726. 

Smith, John, 82. 

Smith, Johnston, 114, 311. 

Smith, Josiah, 25. 

Smith, Matthew, 1004. 

Smith, Meriwether, a delegate fron Vir- 
ginia. Leaveof absence, 1115; on com- 
mercial affairs, 390; on Laurens, 588, 
610, 611. Committees: Connecticut ofli- 
cers, 10; quota of taxes, 25; flour, 52; 
Morris, 86; ioreign affairs, 94; appeals, 
97; departments, 114; Bingham, 150; 
provisions, 155; A. Lee, 195; marine, 
247; Holker, 262; Moultrie’s letter, 
307; CHnton, 478; Aitty, 488; French 
princess, 543; Francy, 569: foreign 
loan, 663; finance, 709; military sup- 
plies, 739; Jefferson’s letter, 778; 
finance, 882; Gérard-Reed, 894; pro- 
vision for officers, 952; Franklin’s 
letter, 972; allowance to _ officers, 
979; Deane, 979; Charles Harrison, 
983; King’s birthday, 988; finance, 
1020, 1155; Knobelauch, 1021; Ver- 
mont, 1036; instructions on Spain, 
1085. Votes, 19, 23, 28, 35, 47, 53, 54, 
(Oa 102161, 162, 189, 2086237, 
246, 248, 249, 254, 255, 258, 262, 285, 
286, 309, 314, 315, 323, 333, 334, 347, 
350, 351, 352, 361, 362, 370, 371, 373, 
Bib oii, Of oool ool oo, ood, O00, 
394n, 398, 399, 400, 401, 405, 410, 415, 
417, 418, 424, 442, 450, 452, 458, 461, 
462, 463, 470, 471, 475, 477, 479, 480, 
482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 489, 491, 
499, 500, 502, 504, 505, 506, 50S, 516, 
517, 521, 522, 528, 529, 531, 532, 543, 
546, 547, 552, 553, 556, 559, 566, 572, 
588, 590, 591, 592, 594, 595, 609, 610, 
611, 615, 616, 625, 633, 634, 638, 639, 
641, 642, 643, 647, 648, 668, 673, 675, 
681, 682, 683, 684, 693, 700, 701-708, 
712, 713, 714; 718, 7305 sBa, 74S, fol, 
752, 761, 765, 791, 794, 797, 798, 800, 
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813, 818, 850, 
865, 866, 871, 


897, 905, 907, 


853, 
884, 


854, 860, 862, 864, 

885, 886, 888, 889, 

909, 910, 911, 923, 923, 
926, 928, 930, 939, 989, 957, JG2 age 
967, 975, 976, 977, 987, 994, 995, 996, 
998, 999, 1000, 1001, 1007, 1011, 1012, 
1014, 1016, 1029, 1030, 1037, 1064, 1074, 
1081, 1083, 1089, 1090, 1101, 1106, 1107, 
1110, 1113. <Afentioned, 7, 23, 31n, 37n, 
70n, 75n, 78n, 116,154, 167, 207, 2172, 333, 
349, 370n, 374, 377, 380, 381, 382, 389, 
395, 400, 440, 441, 457, 469, 477, 481, 490, 
498, 500, 505, 506, 513n, 515, 528, 542, 
581, 586, 589, 590, 594, 618, 640, 661, 699, 
700, 703, 704, 718, 732n,733n,751, 761,797, 
813, 818, 820n, 863, 864, S865, 888, 889, 
897, 926, 930, 940, 966, 967, 974n, 975, 
976, 978n, 989, 991n, 994, 995, 999, 1000, 
1002, 1013, 1014, 1045, 1080, 1081, 1082, 
1084, 1092, 1106, 1107, 1109. 

Smith, Patrick, 582. 

Smith, Ralph, 1199, 1209. 

Smith, Resolve, 94, 275n, 296n, 301, 348n, 
881, 927n, 1025, 1165, 1241, 1252, 1271, 
1379. 

Smith, Thomas, 189n, 211, 275n, 302, 
549, 881, 1040, 1067, 1078, 1122, 1123, 
1171, 1194, 1207, 1220, 1859, 1392, 1407. 

Smith, Thoroughgood, 1021. 

Smith, William, 178, 837, 895, 927, 1207. 

Smith,————-,, captain, 1100. 

Smock, Hendrick, 1216. 

Smyser, Michael, captain, 408, 1338. 

Snowden, Isaac, 270, 556, 848, 981, 1212, 
1239, 1425. 

Snowden, Jedediah, 238. 

South Carolina, relief for, 100, 125, 132, 
151, 1098, 1256, 1315, 1362; quota in- 
creased, 269; defence, 436, 443, 465, 
559, 819; French corps, 443; commit- 
tee, 807, 1049; credentials of delegates, 
891; reimbursed, 946; moncy, 1067, 
1440; ships, 1088, 1093, 1253, 1257, 1302; 
leather, 1215. 

Southern department, regulation, 113, 
1253; supplies, 1296; committee to con- 
fer, 1331, 1365. 
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Sonthwick, Solomon, 6857. 

Spain, alliance with, 239; subsidy from, 
243, 938, 1043, 1084; vessels captured, 
635; treaty, offensive, 924, 938, 1042, 
1046, 1109; minister for treaty, 1110, 
1112; commission, 1115, 1120; instruc- 
tions, 1118, 1140, 1168, 1179; prisoners, 
1273; declares war against Britain, 1340; 
cooperation, 1387. 

Spaulding, Simon, captain, 296, 342, 607, 
788. 

Specie, 163, 218, 526, 671, 740, 756. 

Spencer, Joseph, a delegate from Con- 
necticut. Credentials, 378; attends, 378; 
money, 433, 983, 1077. Committees: 
Board of War, 430, 1109; Thompson- 
Webb, 623; musters department, 734, 
1274; western expedition, 989. Ifar 
Board, 586n, 600, 7117, 9383. Votes, 372, 
379, 380, 381, 382, 383, 389, 394n 398, 
399, 400, 401, 405, 410, 415, 416, 418, 
493, 424, 441, 448, 449, 451, 458, 461, 
462, 470, 475, 476, 177, 479, 480, 481, 
482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 499, 500, 502, 
504, 505, 506, 507, 516, 517, 521, 522, 
528, 529, 530, 531, 538, 542, 545, 546, 
47, 551, 552, 555, 558, 565, 572, 587, 
58%, 590, 591, 594, 609, 610, 611, 615, 
616, 625, 633, 634, 637, 639, 641, 642, 
647, 675, 680, 681, 682, 684, 693, 700, 
yor—707, 711, 712, 713, 714, 718, 730, 
743, 748, 750, 751, 752, 760, 765, 772, 
791, 794, 796, 797, 798, 800, 813, 818, 
850, S52, 856, 858, 859, 860, 863, 864, 
865, 866, 871, $83, 884, 885, 888, 889, 
$97, 902, 905, 909, 910, 911, 923, 925, 
926, 930, 938, 949, 957, 962, 966, 967, 
975, 976, 977, 987, 998, 999, 1000, 1001, 
1006, 1011, 1012, 1016, 1029, 1030, 1037, 
1064, 1074, 1081. Mentioned, 679n, 680, 
foc. 999. 

Spies, 1006n. 

Spooner, Paul, 992, 1003n, 1008. 

Spotswood, Alexander, colonel, 544. 

Springfield, Mass., laboratory, 448, 1371. 

Sproyvell, Ludowiek, 253. 

Spy, schooner, 1087. 
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Stanwix, Fort, treaty of, 1063. 

Starr, John, 916. 

State, respect of military for, 206. 

States, resolutions of Congress, 207; south- 
ern defence, 336, 374, 355; quotas of 
money, 493; address to, 59, 562, 626, 
643, 649, 1019, 1155, 1158, 1457; new, 
621; territory of, 632; letter to, 942, 
953; trade between, 994, 996; accounts 
with Continent, 1416; evacuation by 
British, 330, 341, 743, 959. 

Stediford, Garret, 1181. 

Steele, Archibald, 213, 353, 436. 

Stein, F., major, 1133. 

Steiner, Melchior, and Charles Cist, 421, 
500, 754, 1241. 

Steinmetz, John, 213n. 

Stelle, Benjamin, 362, 384, 569, 629, 686. 

Stephenson, William, 365. 

Sterrett, Samuel, 270. 

Steuben, Baron de, 199, 337, 440, 989, 
1035, 1196, 1420; regulations, 384, 411, 
420, 459, 1454; letters, 739, 1334. 

Stevens, John, jr., 1375, 1397. 

Stevens, , 1205. 

Stevenson, James, 114, 637, 670, 697, 723, 
$15, 1067, 1165. 

Steward, John, 967. 

Stewart, Charles, 346, 540, 1156, 1326, 
1433. 

Stewart, John, major, 890. 

Stewart, Walter, 192, 206, 1391. 

Stirling, William Alexander, Lord, 987, 
1099, 1189, 

Stockton, Samuel W., 235. 

Stoddard, Josiah, captain, 117, 690. 

Stoddert, Benjamin, captain, 472, 1009. 

Stoever, Caspar, 1194. 

Stokes, Hezekiah, 1001. 

Stone, John Hawking, colonel, 1027, 1314. 

Stono lerry, 854. 

Stony Point, 851, 586, 890. 

Story, William, 544, 735. 

Stotesbury, John, captain, 126, 145. 

Stretch, William, 238. 

Strettie, Amos, 95. 

Strong, Matthew, 667. 
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Stroud, Jacob, colonel, 310. 

Subsidy from Spain, 243. 

Subsistence money, 1450, 947, 978, 1156, 
1187, 1214, 1261, 1276, 1295, 1397, 1403. 

Success, schooner, 608. 

Sugar, 1131, 1274, 1342. 

Sullivan, John, major-general, 78S, 889, 
941, 954, 1182, 1333; western expedi- 
tion, 989, 1004, 1170; Board of War, 
1009, 1163, 13844. Letters, 24, 29, 78, 
626, 685, 887, 900, 988, 1049, 1146, 1161, 
1169, 1263, 1319. 

Sullivan, Fort, +42. 

Sulphur, mine of, 734, 844. 

Sumner, Jethro, brigadier-general, +46. 

Sumner, Job, captain, 411, 427, 968. 

Sunbury, 954. 

Supplies, purchased in New York, 124; 
certificates for, 275; money for, 1045; 
committee, 1343, 1371, 1377. 

Surgeons, navy, 704. 

Surveyor of ordnance, 205. 

Susannah, 281. 

Sutton, John, captain, 433. 

Swaine, Francis, 881. 

Sweers, Cornelius, 118. 

Sweers, Hannah, 55+. 

Swoope, Michael, colonel, 510, 723. 

Syng, Barge &, 557. 

Talbot, Silas, captain, 900, 924, 
1075, 1330. 

Tam Ploy, 181. 

Tannehill, Adamson, 596. 

Tarrant, Manlove, 12-44. 

Taxes, apportionment of, 25, 28; antici- 
pation of, 662, 719, 1245; returns, 725; 
necessity, 493, 519, 652. 

Taylor, Claver, 311. 

Taylor, Timothy, 427, 1157. 

Taylor, Yelverton, 188. 

Taylor, , captain, 217. 

Temple, Robert, 260, 28S. 

Ten Broek, Derick, 293, 847, 1140, 1211, 
1260, 

Ternant, John, 1030, 1123. 

Thanksgiving, 1170, 1191, 1458. 

Therese, 690. 

Thomas, Hannah, 1133. 


1008, 
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Thomas, John, major-general, 1133. 

Thomas, J. A., 607, 726. 

Thompson, Alexander, 845. 

Thompson, E., 755, 13801, 1423. 

Thompson, James, 1066. 

Thompson, Thomas, captain, 11953. 

Thompson, William, brigadier-general, 
191, 279) 070, 024,070, 

Thomson, Charles. Mentioned: 25n, 33n, 
36a, 55n, 66n, 76n, 7T8n, 128, 241n, 264n, 
281n, 283n, 344, 352n, 362n, 370n, 394n, 
4118p, 464n, 539, 565n, 5741n, 618n, 622n, 
725n, 730n, 731n, 780, 815n, 829n, 922, 
976n, 978n, 981, 992n, 1092n, 11377, 
1198, 1350n, 1352, 1421n; instructions 
to, 117; and Pennsylvania, 45tn; and 
Paine, 5002; Laurens complains, 1008. 

Thomson, John, 427, 1157. 

Thomson, Peter, 270, 295, 556, 848, 981, 
1212, 1239, 1425. 

Thorn, 1342. 

Thorpe, William, 421. 

Thuliers, Randerode de, Baron, 113, 121, 
149. 

Ticonderoga, 549. 

Timothy, Peter, 891. 

Tobacco, public shipments, 49, 66, 70, 
165, 692; price, 186. 

Todd, John, 676. 

Topham, Daniel, captain, 256. 

Tortnga, 1141, 1168, 1179. 

Tousard, Lewis, lieutenant-colonel, 981. 

Tracy, Nathaniel, 1159. 

Trade, between States, 994, 996; board 
of, 1174, 1327. 

Trask, Philip, captain, 608. 

Traversie, Joseph, captain, 951, 982. 

Treasurer, 906, 1206, 1251, 1401. 

Treasury, Board of, members, 65, 247, 263, 
677, 1005, 1039, 1132, 1242, 1252, 1267, 
1374; regulation, 444, 445, 491, 903, 
1204, 1257, 1380, 1390, 1457; ofticers, 
1027, 1165, 1190, 1241, 1251; commis- 
sioners, 1040, 1165, 1507. 

Treaty, with France, 29, 352n, 696, 830; 
with Holland, 219, 1198, 1210, 1230, 
1278n; Indian, 600; Fort Stanwisx, 1063. 

Trent, William, 1064, 1155, 1213, 1223, 1230. 
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Treusson, Victor, Chevalier de, captain, 
57, 207. 

Treviss, Bartholomew, 1122. 

Trexler, Jereiniah, 516. 

Trickett, William, 95, 295, 550, 583, 972, 
1027. 

Tripoli, 223, 

Troup, Robert, 666, 774, 847, 927, 982, 
1030, 1156, 1948) 1251, 1325, 1840, 1371. 

Trout, Uilkial:, 992. 

Trowbridge, Etihu, 151, 162, 1091. 

Truax, Isaac, 1343. 

Truce, prohibited, 243. 

True Blue, 533n. 

Trumbull, Jolin, 1115. 

Trumbull, Jonathan, governor. Letters, 
10, 190, 272, 297, 310, 391, 395, 405, 422, 
513, 787, 802, 822, 851, 1048, 1167, 1254, 
#299, 1357. 

Trumbull, Jonathan, jr., 395, 429, 441, 
445, 487, 490, 544, 550, 775, $11, 1115, 
1165, 1251. 

Trumbull, Joseph, 395, 422, 
$11. 

Tryon, William, major-general, 851, 968. 

Minis, 223. 

Turnbull, William, 67, 95, 210. 

Turner, Moses, 855. 

Tusearorag, 411. 

Tyler, Isaac, 1184, 13-1. 

Uyglaa, George Gustave d’, 265, 269. 

Uniforms, regulated, 357. 

United States, boundaries, 241, 263, 329, 
339, 563, 920, 95S: buildings, 867, 883; 
name adopted, 1310. 

El Valenciany, 608, 1159. 

Vallance, lieutenant, 579. 

Valnais, ae 

Van Berckel, Mngelbert Francis, 235. 

Van Cortlandt, Philip, colonel, 490, 510, 
694. 

Van Cortlandt, Vierre, 992, 1294. 

Vandalia, 1063. 

Van der Capellan, John Direk, Baron, 
1299. 

Van Dyke, John, 1240, 1246. 

Van Dyke, Nicholas, «a delegate from Delu- 
ware. Attends, 358, 1138; signs con- 


550, 775, 
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federation, 548. Committees: Quotas, 
1149; New Jersey, 1162, 1196. Votes, 
SOl-o00, o00) SFU aia, Sip, ail, of9, 
380, 381, 382, 383, 390, 394n, 398, 399, 
400, 401, 405, 410, 415, 416, 418, 423, 
424, 442, 448, 449, 451, 458, 461, 462, 
463, 470, 471, 538, 543, 545, 547, 552, 
096, 559, 566, 850, 855, 854, SS4, 885, 
886, 888, 889, 897, 902, 905, 907, 909, 
910, 911, 923, 925, 926, 928, 930, 1142, 
1143, 1144, 1145, 1148. Mentioned, 187. 

Van Horne, William, 786. 

Van Loon, Albartus, 1319. 

Van Schaick, Goose, colonel, 566. 

Van Schaiek, » 1294. 

Varick, Riehard, 151, 425. 

Varley, Felix, 177, 217, 1252. 

Varner, Frederick, 159. 

Varnum, James Mitehbell, brigadier-gen- 
eral, 274, 698, 993. 

Verdie (or Verdier), Baptiste, 57, 263. 

Vergennes, Charles Gravier, Comte de, 
245, 365, 536, 543, 836, 1231, 1279. 

Vermont, controversy, 631, 667, 668, 673, 
741, 819, 823, 992, L036, 1078, 1090, 1094, 
1095, 1155; committees, 676, 678; laws, 
794. 

Verner, Frederick, 315. 

Verney, Peter J. I°., 239. 

Verplanck’s Point, 694. 

Victoria, 1159. 

Villefranche, Chevalier de, 539. 
7per, 883, 1188. 

Virginia, credentials of delegates, 527, 
861; barracks in, 39, 42; battalion, 42; 
advanees to, 99, 515, 991, 997, 1125, 
1439; land bounties, 116; money for 
delegates, 209, 1040, 1124; loan of arms, 
444, 623; on confederation, 617; me- 
morial of line, 939; arms, 1035, 1190; 
sale of lands, 1224, 1226; troops for 
south, 1362, 1369; furlough for troops, 
1382; boundary dispute, 1411; one 
delegate to vote, 1422. 

Virginia, 501. 

Vleet, David, 125. 

Vowles, Henry, 432. 

Wade, F., 150, 419. 
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Wadsworth, Jeremiah, money, 40, 56, 
176,287, 313, O10, (22, 510, 9401026, 
1269, 1374, 1379, 1385, 1392, 1397, 1408, 
1432; resignation, 1200, 1826, 1849. Let- 
fers, 43, 103, 150, 596, 695, 748, 944, 
971, 1031, 1065, 1125, 1138, 1151, 1177, 
1184, 1200, 1274, 1340, 1847, 1424. 

Wagoners, 320, 444, 467, 503, 726. 

Wales, Eleazer, 72, 518. 

Walker, Benjamin, captain, 411, 459. 

Wallace, William, 8-45. 

Walpole, Thomas, 1064, 1155. 

Walton, Elisha, major, 1111, 1127n, 1146, 
1166. 

War, Board of, money, 39, 140 144, 686, 
1017, 1431; seal, 290; members, 430, 
747, 1027, 1109, 1187, 1202, 1252, 1255, 
1261, 1300, 1344, 1360; secretary, 687, 
698, 1009, 1212; and Sullivan, 1009, 
1163, accountability, 1038, 1068, 1077; 
paymaster, 1140; salary, 1244: power, 
ISi2. 

War expenses, 444, 519. 

Ward, Henry, 725. 

Ward, Joseph, 195, 425, 1368. 

Ward, Stephen, 10. 

Wardwell, John, 839. 

Waring, Thomas, 1271, 1318. 

Warner, Philip, 178. 

Warner, Seth, colonel, 579, $43, 1286. 

Warrants, extra service, 628. 

Warren, James, 63, 72, 1271. 

Warren, John, 782. 

Warren, Joseph, 782. 

Warren, frigate, 532, 1334. 

Washington, George, general, committee 
of conference, 7; powers extended, 109; 
to pass on inspector’s regulation, 111: 
to return to army, 125; secret service 
money, 218; campaign, 568; western 
expedition approved, 1004; thanked, 
1099, 1212; conduct approved, 1286. 
Letters, 9,52, 63, 104, 117, 123, 124, 125, 
129, 130, 159, 218, 259, 261, 270, 289, 292, 
303, 309, 315, 332, 353, 384, 391, 402, 419, 
472, 511, 537, 539, 544, 553, 562, 566, 596, 
597, 600, 606, 613, 614, 644, 661, 694, 739, 


Index 


740, 778, 803, 804, 822, 851, 854, 886, 887, 
898, 915, 916, 919, 934, 950, 967, 988, 989, 
1008, 1004, 1005, 1016, 1018, 1028, 1049, 
1050, 1072, 1086, 1094, 1102, 1103, 1111, 
1128, 1188, 1139, 1151, 1156, 1169, 1170, 
1201, 1207, 1208, 1237, 1240, 1239s 
1266, 1286, 1312, 1334, 13317, 1g51p aa 
1367, 1368, 1374, 1376, 1881, 1389, 1396, 
1397, 1410, 1424. Afentioned, 25, 27, 43n, 
115, 117, 151, 213, 279, 302, 374n, 438, 448, 
607, 637, 699, 780, $85, 1034, 1069, 1108, 
1256, 1331, 1340. 
Washington, William, lientenant-colonel, 
1351. 
Washington, frigate, 130, 432, 1043. 
Waters, Daniel, captain, 458. 
Waterson, , captain, 679. 
Watkins, Joseph, captain, 143, 238, 842. 
Wayne, Abraham, 353. 
Wayne, Anthony, brigadier-general, 575, 
851, 886, 890, 989. 
Ways and Means. See Finance. 
Weare, Meshech, 78, 299, 419, 1437, 725, 
705, 967. 
Webb, George, 1385, 1401. 
Webb, Samuel Blatchley, 623, 679, 1264. 
Weedon, William, brigadier-general, 1027, 
1418. 
Weiss, Lewis, 1209, 1269, 1349, 1373. 
Wellbank, ———, 1075. 
Welles, John, 72, 518, 549, 709, 969, 
1241. 
Wendel, or Windel, 303, 426. 
Wentworth, John, jr., a delegate from 
New Hampshire. Resigns, 755. 
Wereat, John, 95. 
Wert, George, 339. 
Wert, Mary, 339. 
Vest, George, 68. 
West, Stephen, 673. 
West, William, major, 96. 
West Friesland, $36. 
Wetherell, Samuel, jr., 238. 
Wharton, James, 1225. 
Wharton, John, 275n, 1028, 1271. 
Wheat, fly, 154; export, 953. 
Wheelock, Eleazer, 579. 








Index 


Whipple, William, @ delegate from New 
Hampshire. Credentials, 1423; money, 
628, 969, 1067: admiralty, 1271, 1318. 
Committees: Quota of taxes, 25; foreign 
affairs, 98; Lafayette, 149; Rogers, 472, 
French prineess, 543; marine, 708, 1115; 
military supplies, 739; Conyngham, 
844; British proclamation, 852; King’s 
birthday, 988; memorial navy board, 
1028; quartermaster’s department, 1109. 
Voies, 18, 25, 27, 30, 47, 53, 54, 76, 77, 
ft 131, 138, 142, 160, 161, 189, 208, 
237, 246, 248, 249, 250, 253, 254, 258, 
a 297-309, ol4, 323, 333, 334, 347, 
349, 350, 351, 360, 361, 369, 370, 372, 
375, 377, 379, 380, 381, 382, 383, 389, 
398, 399, 400, 401, 405, 410, 415, 416, 
423, 441, 448, 449, 451, 458, 161, 462, 
470, 475, 476, 477, 479, 480, 481, 482, 
483, 4S4, 485, 486, 487, 489, 491, 499, 
500, 502, 505, 506, 507, 516, 517, 528, 
520, 530, 531, 538, 542, 545, 546, 547, 
501, 562, 555, 558, 565, 572, 587, 589, 
590, 591, 593, 594, 611, 615, 616, 625, 
633, 634, 637, 639, 641, 642, 647, 668, 
672, 675, 680, 681, 682, 684, 693, 700, 
701, 702, 703, 704, 705, 706, 707, 711, 
712, 713, 714, 718, 730, 743, 748, 750, 
751, 752, 760, 764, 772, 791, 796, 797, 
798, 813, 850, 853, 858, 859, 860, 863, 
86-1, 865, 883, 884, 885, 889, 897, 902, 
907, 909, 910, 911, 925, 926, 930, 957, 
975, 976, 977, 957, 994, 1000, 1006, 1011, 
1012, 1013, 1014, 1016, 1037, 1074. Men- 
tioned, 70n, 78n, 138n, 394n, 504, 646, 
859. 

White, Anthony Walton, 745. 

White, Artemas, 87, 320, 424, 472, 507, 
527. 

White, Joseph, 627. 

White, Thomas, 917. 

White, William, Revy., 1020, 1252, 1275. 

White, Chaloner &, 570, 722, 811, 9-10, 
12651125, 1177, 1303, Lore 1379, 1385, 
ioe 1397. 

Whiteside, Peter, 165. 

Whiting, William, 406, 420, 851. 
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Whitney, Ephraim, 299. 

Widdersheim, Ernst Ludwig de, 1048, 
10705 1101, 18: 

Wigglesworth, Edward, colonel, 259, 302, 
569, 684, 

Wikoft, Peter, 757, 765, 816. 

Wilcox, Mark, 157. 

Wilie, Thomas, 312. 

Wilkie, Jobn, captain, 900. 

Wilkinson, Amos, 694. 

Wilkinson, James, 854, 884, 887, 968, 983, 
1025, 1207, 1211, 1269. 

Williams, Edward, 1422. 

Williams, John, 631. 

Williams, Jonathan, 365, 366, 367, 368, 
836, 1166. 

Williams, Thomas, 1244. 

Willing, James, captain, 51, 65, 291, 411, 
623. 

Willing, Morris & Co., 47, 49, 61, 65, 80, 
158, 165. 

Wilmot, , captain, 1100. 

Wilson, James, 881, 1028, 1065. 

Wilson, Robert, 582. 

Winehester, Va., 786. 








Windel, , 134. 
Winder, William, 1028. 
Wine, 1093. 


Wistar, Daniel, 667. 

Witherspoon, John, a delegate from New 
Jersey. Money, 997,1310. Committees: 
Stewart, 192; A. Lee, 195; Phila- 
delphia merchants, 213; Hill, 213; 
Kuropean intelligence, 324; Freneh 
prineess, 543; letter to King, 544; Par- 
sons’s letter, 669; Vermont, 676; Mor- 
gan, 1155; finanee, 1155; New Jersey, 
1162, 1196; Sullivan’s orders, 1164; 
Jay’s allowance, 1168; ways and means, 
1286. l’otes, 19, 23, 28, 35, 189, 208, 
237, 246, 248, 249, 285, 297, 308, 314, 
323, 333, 334, 400, 401, 405, 410, 415, 
416, 418, 423, 424, 458, 461, 462, 470, 
476, 477, 517, 521, 522, 628, 529, 530, 
532, 538, 542, 546, 547, 552, 556, 559, 
566, 615, 616, 672, 675, 681, 682, 683, 
$18, 994, 995, 1007, 1074, 1081, 1169, 
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1224, 1227, 1228, 1229, 1232, 1233, 1234, 
1293, 13800. Mentioned: 323, 331, 440, 
454n, 457, 473, 528, 537, 541, 672, 680, 
681, 682, 715, 741n, 811, 823, 1006, 1158, 
1168, 1285, 1292. 

Witherspoon, 

Witmer, Peter, 1194. 

Wolcott, Jacob, 1111, 1127n. 

Wood, Joseph, 599. 

Wood, want of, 1398. 

Woodford, William, 
1374, 1382, 1418. 

Woodruff, Aaron D., 1287. 

Woods, George, 157, 189n, 295. 

Woodward, Joseph, 992. 

Worrell, James, 842. 

Wyandots, 1163. 

Wyllys, George, 378, 518, 624, 1301. 

Wynkoop, Henry, a delegate from Penn- 
sylvania. Credeutials, 270; attends, 426; 
money, 983, 1129, 1157, 1189. Com- 
mittees: Low, 543; Treasury, 677, 1267; 
New Jersey, 1162; quartermasters, 1242. 
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prigadier-general, 
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Index 


Votes, 448, 449, 451, 458, 461, 462, 463, 
479, 480, 482, 483, 484, 485, 486, 487, 
489, 491, 499, 500, 502, 504, 505, 506, 
508, 516, 517, 521, 522, 528, 529, 530, 
532, 542, 545, 547, 552, 556, 559, 566, 
572, 587, 590, 591, 593, 609, 610, 611, 
615, 616, 625, 633, 634, 637, 639, 641, 
642, 643, 647, 648, 672, 675, 681, 682, 
683, 701-707, 718, 730, 949, 957, 975, 
976, 977, 994, 995, 996, 998, 999, 1000, 
1012, 1014, 1016, 1113, 1132, 1148, 1173, 
1224, 1232, 1233, 1234, 1243, 1251, 1254, 
1258, 1259. 

Wynkoop, Jacobus, captain, 544. 

Yard, Archibald William, 759, 775. 

Yorktown, barracks, 407, 

Young, John, 861. 

Young, Moses, 85, 238. 

Young, William, 38, 286, 437, 629, 847, 
919, 1194. 

Zedtwitz, Herman, 93, 402, 773, 826. 

Zinard, Count de, major, 57. 
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